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Volunteers celebrate Year of Youth with a 
Party in the Park

Article by Richard Scott, Communications and Media Volunteer – County Durham, and Ian Groves

Volunteers from the St John units in Northumbria and Durham held a Party in the Park to celebrate 
100 years of the St John Cadet Scheme on Saturday 28 May at Saltwell Park, Gateshead. 

With a Cadet division in Gateshead 
being the first to have been established in 
England in May 1922, this was a particularly 
special celebration during the current 
Cadet Centenary year. 

The proceedings began on Wednesday 
25 May when around 40 guests including 
both Lord-Lieutenants, High Sheriffs, 
Council Leaders and other dignitaries from 
Tyne and Wear and Durham were invited to 
Saltwell Towers to learn more about what 
the charity does in the local area and find 
out what members of the public would 
experience at the Party in the Park on the 
following Saturday.

During the event there were practical 
demonstrations of Cardio-Pulmonary 
Resuscitation and how to use a defibrillator, 
and visitors were also able to look at the 
1929 ambulance ‘Sympathy’ that was used 
by volunteers to administer first aid a 
century ago, with a photographic timeline 
display of St John in the 1920’s to the 
present day. Inflatables, circus tricks and 
party games added fun to the day and 
refreshments and goody bags were made 
available throughout this joyous occasion.

On Saturday 28 May, the celebrations for 
our younger volunteers kicked off with a 
Party in the Park. The event started at 10am 
and it was a bright, sunny day, perfect for 
an outdoor celebration. Activities, all run 
by Cadets, included dance and exercise 
classes, meet Bertie Badger, singalong 
sessions, first aid demonstrations, 
inflatables, goody bags for Cadets and 
Badgers, and much more. 

The number of young volunteers in 
attendance was in excess of 100, and 
members of the public, both adults and 

children alike, engaged with the activities 
and had a great time. Many St John family 
members brought picnics along and stayed 
most of the day. 

There was great local support for these 
events, which even included ITV Tyne Tees, 
who attended Saltwell Park on the Sunday 
to interview local volunteers about the 
celebrations. All in all, the events at the end 
of May provided a wonderful and fitting 
celebration of the first St John Cadet unit to 
set up way back in 1922. •



Welcome to the Summer 
issue of Priory News

Once again, the magazine contains 
news stories from all parts of  
St John with a particular focus on 
the several major events that have 
happened since the last issue, and 
especially our Cadet Centenary, 
which is in full swing. 

St John’s Day in particular was a spectacular 
event highlighting the activities and 
dedication of our young volunteers. We also 
welcomed Stuart Shilson as our new Prior 
and will be bringing you a full interview with 
him later in the year.

Following on from our readership survey in 
2021, we continue to focus on the feedback 
you gave us. One common theme was a 
request for more articles celebrating the 
charity’s long heritage, and I hope this issue 
doesn’t disappoint in this respect.

We have also improved our environmental 
impact and you will hopefully have seen 
that the print version of this issue has arrived 
on your doormat in a compostable starch 
wrapper instead of the usual polythene one.

Thanks to all who contributed articles this 
time round. It’s wonderful to see so much 
interest in the magazine from around 
England and further afield. If you would  
like to send in any editorial and images 
for the next issue, please email me at 
priorynews@sja.org.uk. I always welcome 
any feedback on the magazine too.

Keep safe and well.

All good wishes,
Ian

Ian Groves - Editor 
Communications Manager - Priory and Regions

Cadets visit No.10 for Power of 
Youth Day
Article by Lou O’Neill, Media Relations Manager

Three St John Cadets had tea and cake at No.10 as part of the 
Big Lunch Celebration to commemorate The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee on 6 June.  

Fittingly, that day was billed as “Power of 
Youth Day”, celebrating youth volunteering 
as part of Volunteering Week (June 1-7). 
This year celebrated the incredible efforts 
young people have made during the 
last year – a year impacted by a global 
pandemic and subsequent lockdowns. 

The ‘Big Lunch Celebration’ at No.10 
is part of The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
programme, where food and drink will 
be provided to 80 plus other uniformed 
volunteers.   

The three Cadets who attended were 
Mackenzie Scott, 15, who volunteers 
in Harrow, Minali Mihiripenna,16, who 
volunteers in Croydon, and Nicole Jones, 
19, who volunteers in Hertfordshire.   

Over the pandemic, Nicole supported 
St John with over 550 recorded volunteer 
hours and youth work. Mackenzie 
also supported St John’s vaccination 
programme, as well as first aid delivery.  

Minali represented St John for her 
achievements on the NHS Cadets 
programme and commitment to St John. 
She said: “I am absolutely thrilled to be 
invited to the Jubilee lunch at Downing 
Street. It’s truly a once in a lifetime 
experience to be able to represent St John 

Ambulance at such an exciting event,  
I can’t wait.  

“I first joined NHS Cadets because 
I always knew I wanted a career in 
healthcare and this programme offered 
an incredible insight into the world of 
medicine. Since joining, I’ve learnt so much 
about the NHS and all the amazing ways it 
supports us in the UK. I was also given so 
much support and advice on how I can get 
a job in healthcare including CV building 
and interview skills.” 

Head of Youth, Daniel Lyons, said: “What 
better day to have a celebration lunch at 
No.10, to celebrate our Sovereign Head, 
the Queen, for her Platinum Jubilee, and 
the Power of Youth Day. 

“I am enormously proud of Mackenzie, 
Nicole and Minali and all the other 
young people who volunteer for St John 
and other organisations. They really do 
demonstrate what supported, engaged 
and empowered young people can 
achieve when given the space to do so. 
It is great their achievements are being 
recognised, rewarded, and celebrated.” •

Left to right: Nicole, Minali and Mackenzie outside No.10.
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HM Jubilee Celebrations: Trooping the Colour 2022
Article by Chief Inspector Matt Jenkins, Secretary, St John Priory Group Hertfordshire, and Hertfordshire Youth United

Trooping of the Colour has always seen youth groups from across London attend to watch the 
parade. This year was no different in this sense apart from two important changes.

Firstly, it was an opportunity to invite 
Youth Groups from Hertfordshire to 
take part and Secondly…… it was the 
celebration for Her Majesty’s Platinum 
Jubilee. This was truly a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to be part of. 

In my capacity as a Chief Inspector in the 
Metropolitan Police, I was responsible for 
leading the arrangements for the Youth 
Enclosure. This was a perfect opportunity 
to meld my career with my volunteering, 
not only with the St John Priory Group 
Hertfordshire but with Hertfordshire Youth 
United. 

I was pleased that Cadets from St John in 
Hertfordshire were able to muster a group 

to attend and watch the parade, and, along 
with contingents of Scouts, Guides, Police 
Cadets, Brownies and other groups, take 
part in the Mall Movement. This is where 
the Youth groups along with the public 
move up The Mall to Buckingham Palace to 
wave back at Her Majesty and her family. 

Our group couldn’t have been closer 
which gave this group of youngsters and 
their leaders the opportunity to make great 
memories. It was a pleasure to be part of 
this event and to provide this opportunity 
for Hertfordshire St John Cadets. •



Saturday 4 June saw a 
wonderful Jubilee Service in 
honour of our Queen in Durham 
Cathedral. 

Six St John volunteers - Liz Srogi, Brian 
Hays, Mary Bell, Sylvia Gibbons, Lynda 
Aunger and Lewis Hibbert - attended to 
represent St John in County Durham. •

The St John representatives at Durham Cathedral.

The Platinum 
Jubilee Service 
at Durham 
Cathedral
Article by Richard Scott, 
Communications and Media Volunteer – 
County Durham

Brigadier David Harrison JP DL is 
awarded an MBE on The Queen’s 
Jubilee Honours List
Article by James Wakeham, Communications and Media Volunteer - 
Hampshire

St John Hampshire is delighted to announce that its former 
County Commander (2004-2008), received a prestigious 
national award on the Platinum Jubilee Honours List. 
Brigadier David Harrison was awarded Membership of 
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE) for 
“Services to the Community in Hampshire”.

As well as his extensive work 
with St John, David served as an 
Army Education Officer for thirty-
three years in a variety of places. 
This including Malaya, Hong Kong, 
Nepal and Germany. In May 2000 he 
was appointed one of the Deputy 
Lieutenants for Hampshire after leaving 
the Army in November that year.

David received his MBE this June in 
recognition of his extensive charitable 
works over many years. This includes  
St John Ambulance, The Army 
Benevolent Fund, The Royal 
British Legion and as a Hampshire 
Ambassador of Alabare, a charity that 
looks after homeless ex-servicemen.

David said: “I feel very honoured to 
receive this award and regard it as even 
more special since it was in the Jubilee 
Honours List. I also feel that it gives 
some recognition to all the wonderful 
people who have volunteered and 
helped me in my various charitable 
efforts.”

Since leaving the Army he has lived 
in Colden Common near Winchester, 
with his wife Christine. Here he 
continues to have an active and 
meaningful impact on the activity of 
St John as a County Vice President and 
as a member of the Priory Group for an 
extremely grateful Hampshire. Thank 
you David. •

David and Christine Harrison.



Steve Barclay MP visits our volunteers in Whittlesey
Article by Kit Bowerin, Policy & Public Affairs Officer

On Friday 10 June, Steve Barclay MP visited our volunteers in North-East Cambridgeshire to 
discuss their life saving work.  

Steve, who is now Secretary of State for 
Health and Social Care, was shown around 
our Whittlesey Unit and discussed the 
role of local volunteers in the community, 
the first aid services they provide and 
fundraising opportunities to support the 
unit’s work. 

During his visit, volunteers provided an 
overview of the history of St John activities 
in the area, delivered a demonstration of 
a full resuscitation scenario and talked 
through different first aid and heritage 
items.  

Steve was briefed on the unit’s 
latest local projects which included 
strengthening adult volunteer recruitment 
to support the delivery of St John 
Ambulance’s Badger and Cadet youth 
programmes and plans to set up a local 
museum to display the history of St John’s 
activities in Whittlesey.  

Whittlesey volunteers have played their 
part in supporting the charity’s response 
to the pandemic, by training as vaccinators 
and providing ambulance crews to support 

the NHS.  
Steve said: “I was extremely impressed 

to learn about the wide range of services 
provided in Whittlesey by St John 
Ambulance. St John volunteers have played 
a vital role in supporting the NHS and 
local communities helping to deliver over 
1.5 million hours of service in hospitals, 
on ambulances, at events and through 
community projects in Cambridgeshire.  

“We have all seen them ready to provide 
first aid cover at local events in WhittIesey 
and across the Fenlands. I was extremely 
interested to hear about the Whittlesey 
Unit’s desire to grow the number of adult 
volunteers to expand their local services. 
I encourage people from across North 
Cambridgeshire to support St John’s work 
to support communities and save lives”.  

John Aidley, Whittlesey Unit Manager, 
said: “We were absolutely delighted to 
welcome Mr Barclay to our Whittlesey 
Unit. We are best known for our presence 
at events and providing first aid courses, 
but we offer so much more than this. Visits 

such as this give valuable publicity and 
encourage more people to support us.  

“Right now, we are actively recruiting 
for Adult Volunteers and Youth Leaders in 
the Cambridgeshire area. The youth and 
adults are an integral part of the life of the 
community in Whittlesey.”

Chief of Staff James Radford said: “I 
would like to congratulate and thank our 
incredible volunteers in Whittlesey for 
everything they do to serve their local 
community and support first aid resilience 
across Cambridgeshire.”

“At St John we want to develop and 
maintain the capacity we need as the 
nation’s auxiliary ambulance service; to 
retain and engage thousands of volunteers 
who have joined us during the pandemic 
to help their communities through first 
aid; and to ensure the expertise of skilled 
volunteers like ours is included in future 
planning for emergency resilience and 
response.” •

Steve Barclay with the Whittlesey team.
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Steve practises CPR.
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The visit in progress.
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Promotions within Priory & International Affairs
Article by Sarah Duthie, Director, Priory & International Affairs

Rob Millington, Head of Chancery.

Rosemary provides invaluable support for 
St John on the Isle of Wight
Article by Jacqeline Gazzard, Communications and Media Volunteer – Isle of Wight

Isle of Wight resident and long-time St John Ambulance volunteer, Rosemary Thirkettle has been 
a member of St John since at least the 1980s but can’t remember exactly when she joined up 
“as it was so long ago”. She and her late husband, Mick, spent may evenings and weekends both 
volunteering at events and also training Badgers and Cadets. It was long enough that she was 
made a Member of the Order in 2000 and she continued to support the Badgers until well into her 
seventh decade.

During lockdown she saw the need for face masks and realised it 
was yet another way of supporting the organisation, so she pulled 
out her sewing machine and got busy. Rosemary found a pattern 
on-line and then produced more than 550 masks, which she then 
placed in the local farm shop and Post Office in Arreton on the Isle 
of Wight. For a suggested donation of £2, adults and children could 

pick up a mask that was properly made and even had a small sewn 
in piece at the top, which ensured users could pinch it closely to 
the nose and be better protected. 

Her efforts raised more than £1,156 for St John and is yet another 
example of how our members here don’t grow old but rather 
mature like very fine wine! •

Two members of the Priory & International team have been promoted 
recently, as we keep working towards our strategy to better support Priory 
volunteers, make Honours and Awards more inclusive and accessible and 
work more closely with the Order in supporting our St John colleagues in 
the Europe, Middle East & Africa (EMEA) region.  

Anne-Marie Clive, former International 
Liaison Manager has been promoted to Head of 
International Affairs. Since starting with St John in 
January 2020, Anne-Marie has been instrumental 
in building the relationship we have with the 
Commanderies (Guernsey, Isle of Man, Jersey and 
Northern Island). The role has grown as we support 
the Order’s ambition to share greater levels of 
expertise, insights and collaboration across EMEA 
between St John establishments. 

Rob Millington, who has been a part of the 
team at St John since 2002, will become Head of 
Chancery. Rob’s new role will have oversight of 

Honours and Awards, taking part in the newly 
established ‘Recognition Commission’ which is 
working to improve knowledge of and inclusion 
in our recognition opportunities. He will also look 
after Priory volunteers as we work to improve 
everybody’s experience and impact on our charity. 
Following on from the Priory Group review last year, 
Rob will lead on the implementation of the change.

Anne-Marie and Rob join Anna Mason, Head 
of Collections & Public Engagement, to complete 
the leadership of the Priory & International Affairs 
Directorate and I can’t wait to get started with 
them. Congratulations both! •

Anne-Marie Clive, Head of 
International Affairs.



John Harris, Isle of Wight St John Fellowship 
Interviewed by Jacqueline Gazzard, Communications and Media Volunteer – Isle of Wight

John Harris is 82 and helps out as regional rep for the members of the St John Fellowship on the 
Isle of Wight. He reckons they are now the Friendship of St John, having served their time in both 
St John and then the Fellowship for more than twenty years.

Like so many members, he didn’t 
set out to be a member of St John 
and found the organisation almost by 
accident. He started his working life in 
the Merchant Navy, joining up in 1956. 
He trained on the Training Vessel 
Vindicatrix and built his qualifications 
until he was able to transfer to Trinity 
House as a seaman for 13 years. In 
1973 he shifted roles again, returning 
home to the Island and a land-based 
job with the Post Office. He said that 
he started as messenger because “I 
was too old to be a telegram boy!” But 

once again he took every qualification offered and rose to the rank 
of Postman Higher Grade, which he described as a “sort of floor 
manager”.

“When I started at the Post Office, I took a first aid course with 
St John and when I got back after my first lesson, I had a booklet 
sent to me but with inserts you updated.” He realised it would be 
an ongoing training for life, as procedures progressed and changed 
over time. It piqued his interest in the organisation, so joined and 
was soon volunteering for them. His daughter Carol, who is also a 
volunteer on the Island, joined soon after and has been involved 
with St John since 1988, when she started as a Cadet.

 “Early on we had two vehicles, one was a Ford Cortina converted 
with a stretcher in the back”. Another was purchased on the 
mainland and they ended up taking it because no one else wanted 
it, but when they looked inside they found it had a scoop stretcher 
on the door that you could slide under someone, 

 “We were the only ones on the Island who had one!”
 They trained units in how to use it and could then support 

events on the beaches and further into the countryside. John 
continued to train as a first aid trainer, so added that to his 
volunteer role, working with adults and Cadets to ensure they too 
had the latest expertise at their fingertips, all the while continuing 
with the day job with the Post Office. In fact, his expertise 
learnt with St John was to prove useful to the Post Office who 
recognised he could advise on Health and Safety and carry out risk 
assessments for the company too.

 However, things changed for him in 1998 because he had a 
heart attack and he was no longer allowed to drive the ambulance 
and was supposed to take a step back from active duties. It would 
eventually lead to an early retirement, but his skills as a trainer 
were still used by St John and he additionally ran a successful local 
division of Cadets for a number of years, as well as supervising 
some pretty extraordinary rescues. 

A citation from May 1998 details he was part of a team that co-
ordinated the rescue of two different competitors in the Offshore 
Power Boat Festival, when two serious but separate incidents - at 

opposite ends of the course - happened simultaneously. Together 
with the lifeboat, doctors and paramedics the casualties had to be 
brought to shore. Meanwhile the Brigade had to clear the beach for 
a landing site for the air ambulance, co-ordinate moving casualties 
to the pick up site and ensure both crowd and traffic control until 
the Police arrived to take charge. 

Thanks to John and his team, both patients were safely brought 
aboard and airlifted to specialist units on the Mainland. The citation 
reads: 

“The Brigade members whilst being amply qualified in First Aid 
were faced with a totally new set of situations for which they had 
received no training. Their calm and professional approach to these 
tasks was carried out in the highest traditions of the Brigade and 
prevented this serious situation developing into a major incident.”

 After his health scare he started to work with the Fellowship 
more and finally went over to that role completely in 2007, though 
still undertaking training until his final certificate ran out in 2017. 
He says that he enjoys the camaraderie of their group. With twelve 
members and ages ranging from 62 to 92, they have plenty of 
experience between them and talk fondly of their experiences 
saving lives. John says that the older members are now more of a 
St John Friendship group and meet perhaps four times a year for 
lunch or afternoon tea and gossip. 

They can still make their mark and recently attended the 
unveiling of a new St John defibrillator in Ryde on the Isle of Wight. 

Seen here the stalwarts of the Island Fellowship:

L to R  Milly Pugsley Chair of the Island Fellowship Group, 
Deborah Biddlecombe (Secretary of the group), Carol Young, Ross 
Gordon, John Rand, Christine Rand, Sylvia Saunders, Christine 
Vessey (John isn’t in the picture as he was taking the photo).

 John Harris represents the long service and heritage of St John 
on the Isle of Wight with certificates for extraordinary clear thinking 
and courage sitting happily alongside his gold bar for more than 
thirty years of service to St John and the St John Fellowship. As he 
puts it,

 “It’s like a little family group… because of our age we are a 
friendship group, but still under St John Ambulance. We are old 
members and we’ve got a lot of knowledge.” •



The 2022 Organ Donation Award Ceremony 
at St Albans Cathedral
Article by Brian Wingate, Chair, Hertfordshire St John Priory Group

On Wednesday 18 May an Order of St John Award for Organ Donation ceremony was held at St 
Albans Cathedral.  21 families attended to receive awards which were presented by Mr Robert Voss 
CBE CStJ, Lord-Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, Mrs Helen Nellis, Lord-Lieutenant of Bedfordshire, and 
Mrs Jennifer Tolhurst, Lord-Lieutenant of Essex.

As well as representatives of all the families, guests included 
members of the St John Priory Groups of Hertfordshire and 
Bedfordshire as well as representatives of NHS Blood and 
Transplant.

Addressing the ceremony Brian Wingate, Chair of St John Priory 
Group, Hertfordshire, said: “ The Order of St John and NHS Blood 
and Transplant recognises the importance of honouring the 
incredible gift that donors and their loved ones have made by 
donating their organs to save and improve others’ lives.” •

Photograph (left to right): Mick Mills (SJPG Herts), Julie 
Storey (Herts), John Tunesi of Liongam (SJPG Herts), Anthony 
Duggan (Chair SJPG Beds), Mrs Helen Nellis, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Bedfordshire, Mr Robert Voss, Lord-Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, 
Mrs Jennifer Tolhurst, Lord Lieutenant of Essex, Nicole Jones 
(Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet, Hertfordshire), Dr Deborah Taverner 
(County President, Herts), Brian Wingate (Chair SJPG Herts), Alan 
Popplewell (SJPG Herts).

Representatives at the combined  Organ Donation Award ceremony.



St John Ambulance Volunteers out in force for Suffolk Show
Article by Tony Curd, Communications and Media Volunteer - Suffolk

Volunteers were out in force for the prestigious two-day event held at Trinity Park on the outskirts of 
Ipswich on 31 May and 1 June this year. The show had been cancelled in 2020 and 2021 due to COVID-19. 

St John provided comprehensive 
medical cover for this event, including 
Health Care Professionals, cycle responders 
and first aiders supported by emergency 
ambulances and two large treatment 
centres. Over 50 volunteers were duty on 
each day.

For the first time, St John was part of the 
Suffolk Superheroes area which included 
other services: Suffolk Constabulary, 
Suffolk Fire and Rescue, East of England 
Ambulance Service, HM Coastguard, 
Suffolk Accident Rescue Service, East 
Anglian Air Ambulance, Suffolk Lowland 
Search and Rescue and the RNLI. Our stand 
was visited by more than 2,000 people, 
increasing awareness of our charity’s work, 
boosting recruitment, and encouraging 
fundraising support. 

Well over 400 people received CPR 
demonstrations.  Almost £70 was received 
in donations from the public. The latest 
£104,000 MAN box-body ambulance 
recently donated by the Alborada Trust was 
also on display, alongside a classic 1963  
St John ambulance, both of which created 
considerable interest.

This was the week which included The 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, 
and a contingent of St John volunteers, 
including Cadets and Badgers, was invited 
to take part in the parade in the grand 
ring, which concluded the final day of the 
Show. The salute was taken by HM Lord-
Lieutenant for Suffolk, Clare, Countess of 
Euston.  

Laura Wallace, Suffolk County President, 
said: “I was pleased to meet some of the 

volunteers from Suffolk and further afield 
who were working hard to keep everyone 
safe at the Show and to raise awareness of 
St John and the importance of lifesaving 
first aid.”  

Lee Taylor, District Manager in Suffolk, 
added: “After an absence of two years it 
was great to see our volunteers back at the 
Suffolk Show. I am immensely grateful to 
everyone who gave up their leisure time 
to provide the usual high standard of care 
at the Show. I also would like to thank 
the support volunteers and staff, from 
Events, Communications and Logistics 
Teams for their ‘behind the scenes’ support. 
Their teamwork and collaboration were 
most apparent and resulted in a very 
professional service at this high-profile 
event.” •

John Robbins giving a demonstration of CPR.
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Wayne Broyd (Centre) in the St John Ambulance event control.
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Ambulances old and new at the Suffolk Show. 
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St John Ambulance with some of the other “Suffolk Superheroes”.
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Area Manager Philip Davey leads the St John 
contingent into in the Grand Ring for The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee parade.
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Volunteer photocall for the 2022 Suffolk Show.
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What Makes A St John Ambulance ‘Fan’?
Article by Sarah Wilkinson, Curator, Museum of the Order of St John

As the Year of Youth celebrations, marking the centenary of the St John Ambulance Cadets and 
35 years of the Badgers, are now well under way the Museum of the Order of St John is taking 
inspiration from our collections which are full of stories and objects celebrating this amazing 
history.  Some long-standing members of St John Ambulance may remember earlier celebrations 
of significant milestones, such as the St John Ambulance Brigade centenary of 1987. Events 
were held throughout the country in 1987 to mark the 100th birthday of the Brigade and many 
commemorative items were produced as mementos of the centenary, one of which I will be 
looking at in more detail for this article.

Fig 1: St John Ambulance Centenary fan, design by Barbara 
Huxley, 1987 (LDOSJ 2014.44)

This fan was created to celebrate the centenary of the St John 
Ambulance Brigade and its design draws from several well-known 
and popular images from the history of the Order of St John and 
St John Ambulance. As well as the images set in ovals on the 
leaves of the fan, there is also a pattern of St John’s Wort, named 
as it blooms around St John’s Day in June and famous for its use 
since antiquity as a herbal remedy. For those who have visited 
the Cloister Garden of the Order of St John Priory Church in 
summertime you may remember seeing this flower in bloom, and 
it can also be seen all year round in the historic rooms at St John’s 
Gate as it features in stained glass in the Old Chancery and as a 
decoration on the fireplace in the Chapter Hall.

Let’s take a closer look at some of the images chosen for this fan. 
On the far left we have a Hospitaller Brother kneeling in prayer 
outside the capital city of Rhodes, the island home to the Order 
of St John from 1309-1522. This image is inspired by a painting 
of Alberto Aringhieri, part of a fresco painted in the early 16th 
century by the Italian artist Pinturicchio in the Chapel of St John 
the Baptist in Siena Cathedral, a printed copy of which hangs in 

the Order Gallery at the Museum of the Order of St John. Aringhieri 
was the Superintendent of Works at the Cathedral and a member 
of the Order of St John, so when he commissioned Pinturicchio to 
paint his portrait he chose to be depicted in his black Order robes 
in front of the city of Rhodes.

Fig 2: left, Alberto Aringhieri, Knight of St John by Pinturicchio, 
1504-5, 19th century print (LDOSJ 8505); right, detail from St John 
Ambulance Centenary fan, 1987

Other images on the fan are more modern and focus chiefly on 
members of St John Ambulance. The figure depicted on the next 
leaf to Alberto Aringhieri is Sir John Furley, one of the founding 
members of the St John Ambulance Association. He was the 
organisation’s first Director of Stores and, as part of that role, 
invented numerous items of first aid equipment and transport; 
these included the eponymous Furley stretcher for the conveyance 
of wounded, and the Ashford Litter, named after his hometown in 
Kent, which added wheels and a cover to his stretcher design for 
improved functionality.

Cadets from across all three London Districts were 
pleased to be asked by HM Lord-Lieutenant of Greater 
London, Sir Kenneth Olisa OBE, himself an ex-Cadet, 
to act as stewards at an investiture held at The Tower 
of London on 29 April 2022 for recipients of the British 
Empire Medal announced in the New Year’s Honours List. 
It was the first occasion when stewards had been drawn 
from any organisation not linked to the Armed Services. 
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Fig 3: left, photograph of Sir John Furley (LDOSJ A371); right, detail 
from the St John Ambulance Centenary fan

The next image is also from the early days of St John Ambulance 
and demonstrates that same ingenuity and industriousness as 
Furley’s inventions. This photograph shows members of the Settle 
Cyclist Division transporting a patient on a stretcher fixed between 
two tandem bicycles, referred to as a ‘cycle carriage’. This method 
of transportation was considered suitable for industrial sites, large 
towns and the Royal Army Medical Corps – apparently patients 
found it to be quite comfortable!

Fig 4: left, Settle Cyclist Division transporting patient (LDOSJ A598); 
right, detail from the St John Ambulance Centenary fan

Moving ahead into the 20th century, one of the later images 
draws from the artworks of Anna Zinkeisen. Anna and her sister 
Doris were involved in the work of St John Ambulance during  
the Second World War, both working as Medical Artists and 

Nursing Auxiliaries based at St Mary’s Hospital in Paddington.  
St John Ambulance commissioned these two artworks from Anna 
Zinkeisen during the 1950s to use as promotional material, which 
the designer of the fan combined to show the adult and youth 
members of St John Ambulance together.

Fig 5: left, St John Ambulance Brigade Officer and Nurse by Anna 
Zinkeisen, 1955 (LDOSJ 1796); middle, St John Ambulance Brigade 
Cadets by Anna Zinkeisen, 1952 (LDOSJ 1797); right, detail from 
the St John Ambulance Centenary fan

When Anna Zinkeisen painted her artwork for the St John 
Ambulance Brigade Cadets, they had been a formal branch of 
the organisation for 30 years, and now 70 years later they are still 
going strong. Throughout 2022 there will be lots of opportunities 
to celebrate the history and continuing work of the Cadets, 
Badgers and the wider St John Ambulance organisation; for the 
Museum, this includes an exciting new oral history project which 
brings together current and former Cadets across England. 

Through these and other projects we hope the Year of Youth will 
create lots more ‘fans’ of St John Ambulance around the world! •



Annual Report 2021
Article by the Corporate Affairs Team

As ever, St John’s Day saw the publication of St John’s Annual Report and the 2021 document is a 
bumper edition, reflecting an incredibly busy year for our charity.

For all of us, the story of 2021 was one of extraordinary 
resilience, innovation and delivery in the face of an ongoing and 
unpredictable global health emergency.

It was a year when the hard work and hope of St John people 
prevailed, and – alongside our best efforts to return to something 
close to normality – our mission to improve community health 
was at the heart of our work in a whole new way as we helped 
vaccinate the nation. 

Up from 102 pages for 2020 to 140, to squeeze in content 
covering almost 1.4 million hours of activity, the report has 
everything you’d expect – from infographics to accounts – plus the 
first-hand accounts of volunteers and employees who were at the 
forefront of our pandemic response.

And it isn’t just COVID. Among the tales of support for the NHS 
and vital work in communities are details of how our longstanding 
programmes for young people have thrived against the odds, the 
launch of exciting new opportunities including NHS Cadets and 

Young Responders, and how we helped England emerge from 
Lockdown, plus insights into our new Ask Me campaign, work with 
Afghan refugees arriving in the UK and much more.

The published report is available to read or download on our 
websites (www.sja.org.uk and www.stjohnengland.org.uk) and 
the St John Ambulance website also hosts an updated impact 
report, giving a bite-sized version of 2021 featuring some of the 
interviews and other video content we gathered over the course of 
the year.

The 2021 Annual Report was written by Dave Shuttleworth 
(Strategic Communications Manager) and Guy Craig (Financial 
Reporting Director), with design from Jake Cameron-Alderman 
(Creative Production Lead).

Production has been a joint effort between the Corporate Affairs, 
Content and Finance teams, plus contributions from all across our 
charity. •

We’re looking for new Chapter Members
Article by Sarah Duthie, Director, Priory & International Affairs

Do you have an interest in the leadership of St John and have strong links to either Priory, Youth or 
Operational volunteers in your region? Have you been in a leadership role either within St John or 
externally? 

We are seeking existing St John 
volunteers from every part of the 
organisation to come and be a part of 
Chapter, the consultative body where 
members know about current volunteer 

experiences and can help steer our 
collective strategy. Being representative 
of all our St John communities is essential 
for Chapter to be effective and successful, 
and therefore the Prior and Chancellor are 
especially interested to hear from you if 
you identify with or are an ally for one of 
our People Networks. 

Chapter is an important group in the 
overall governance of St John. Members 
are well connected in St John communities, 
both sharing what Chapter has been 
discussing and gathering feedback to 
make sure that fellow Chapter Members 
understand the real experience of St John 
People. Therefore, we are looking to recruit 
people from within our volunteering 

community who have experience (inside or 
outside of St John) of being outstanding, 
inclusive, challenging and thoughtful 
leaders.  

We really do want to hear from you if you 
think this might be of interest. Please take a 
look at the Role Description and if you have 
any questions, we will be happy to bust any 
myths or give you more information about 
what the role includes. Please email sarah.
duthie@sja.org.uk or contact me on Teams 
to arrange time for an informal chat. 

Induction into the role and training on 
items such as finance-for-non-financial-
managers will be provided. The initial 
tenure is for a three-year term with an 
option to extend. •

C
re

di
t: 

M
ic

ha
el

 H
al

l.



Cadet Oral History Project gets off to a flying start
Article by Anna Mason, Head of Collections & Public Engagement

There has been a brilliant response to the Cadet Oral History Project that was announced in the 
last issue of Priory News. Former Cadets from across England have come forward to share their 
stories, from those that joined in the early 1940s to as recently as the 2010s. Many have also shared 
personal photographs, record books, newspaper clippings and other souvenirs from their Cadet 
years that are a wonderful accompaniment to their oral testimonies. The first set of interviews 
began in May and will continue throughout the summer in locations across the country.

Today’s Cadets have taken up the task 
of conducting the interviews with great 
empathy and enthusiasm. Under the 
expert guidance of oral historian, Jen 
Kavanagh, those from London & South and 
East regions have developed their own 
discussion guide and learnt how to use the 
recording equipment. In July and August, 
Cadets from West and North regions will 
undertake the training and carry out their 
interviews. 

Oral history is a rare chance to talk 
about and record history face-to-face. 
The opportunity to listen to and capture 
people’s personal experiences is a huge 
privilege and not something we take 

lightly. Thank you to everyone who is 
taking part or has helped spread the word. 
If you are reading about the project for the 
first time, it is not too late to get involved. 
Although we now have all the interviews 
lined up, we are still collecting written 
reminiscences. For more information please 
contact: museum@sja.org.uk 

All the testimonies collected will form a 
permanent part of the Archive, available 
for researchers now and in the future, and 
extracts will be included in a new online 
exhibition, due to launch at the end of 
2022. The project is kindly supported by 
the St John Fellowship and a grant from 
The National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

Can you help?
As part of the Year of Youth, the Museum 

and Archive in Clerkenwell is reviewing 
all the material it holds relating to St John 
young people. Between 1946 – 1955, 36 
issues of The St John Cadet magazine were 
published. 23 of these issues are missing 
from the collection. If anyone reading this 
article has copies that they would consider 
donating please contact Sophie Denman, 
Archivist at sophie.denman@sja.org.uk. 
We are hoping to be able to digitise the 
complete set so that everyone can enjoy 
them wherever you are in the world! •

Jean Davey shows Jen Kavanagh an album of photographs from Cadet camping trips in 
the late 1940s – early 1950s. Copies of The St John Cadet. Can you help us source a complete set?

St John Ambulance Cadets and oral historian Jen Kavanagh at St John’s Gate, May 2022.

Dennis Parker joined Grays Cadet Division in 1941, aged 13. During the Second World 
War, he assisted in carrying wounded soldiers from the hospital ships that arrived at 
Tilbury Docks.



Northamptonshire Cadets and Badgers Presentation 
and Enrolment
Article by Wing Commander John Chappell MBE AE VR, Chair, Northamptonshire St John Priory Group

17 new Cadets and seven Badgers were enrolled at Corby on 27 April at a joint presentation and 
enrolment ceremony attended by proud parents and supporters.  The event marked the return 
to face-to-face activities and the relocation of the unit to new premises in Corby at St Columba’s 
Church Hall.  

As well as the enrolment of new Cadets 
and Badgers many were presented with 
certificates by the County President Alan 
Boaden CStJ, the County Vice President - 
Youth, Penny Escombe MBE CStJ, Priory 
Group Chair, Wing Commander John 
Chappell MBE AE VR and District Manager, 
Kevin Pacey-Bartlett.  The Lord-Lieutenant’s 

Cadet for Northamptonshire, Danielle 
Black, was in attendance and also received 
certificates, and the Unit Manager, Bev 
Henderson, presided and thanked all the 
Cadets, Badgers, volunteers and parents for 
their superb support.  

Bev highlighted that recruiting for 
the unit was strong, as it has been 

across the county for Youth, and that 
Northamptonshire was looking forward to 
a full programme of events and activities 
for the year ahead, including events around 
The Queens Platinum Jubilee and the 
100th Anniversary of St John Cadets. •

New Badgers and Cadets in Corby.

National Collections Manager joins the heritage team!
Article by Anna Mason, Head of Collections & Public Engagement

The collections of objects, records and photographs held in St John Ambulance buildings 
across England tell the stories of lives saved, individual and team achievements, community 
heroes and volunteer presence in some of the most important events in English history. 

In August 2022, Marleen Vincenten joins the heritage team in this exciting new role that will 
support volunteers across England to document, safeguard and celebrate the heritage items in our 
care. 

Marleen has worked in the museum sector for almost ten years. She moved to UK from the 
Netherlands after graduation in 2012, having studied history and museum studies. She started her 
career at Beamish Museum in county Durham and has worked in a number of North-East museums 
and art galleries since, mainly in curatorial and exhibitions roles. For the last five years, she worked 
as Heritage Development Manager for the RNLI, managing one of their flagship museums and 
working with lifeboat volunteers across the country to document, care for and display their heritage 
collections. She’s passionate about engaging audiences with heritage stories and collections and is 
looking forward to working with St John communities across the country to explore their histories.

Look out for regular updates on this work in Priory News in the coming months. For any immediate 
enquiries or questions please contact me at anna.mason@sja.org.uk. •Marleen Vincenten.



The installation of the Banner of a Former Bailiff of Egle
Article by Jonathan Darrington-Slegg, Communications and Media Volunteer - Lincolnshire

Lincolnshire St John Priory Group held their Annual Service of Rededication on 24 May in Eagle 
Church (formerly Egle), presided over by the Lord-Lieutenant of Lincolnshire. The event was an 
opportunity for the presentation of awards (including a Grand Prior’s Award for Cadet George 
Elvers and a 4th Bar to the Service Medal for Pat Butcher, District Training Standards Verification 
Officer) with a keen focus of celebrating 100 years of St John Cadets, whilst also providing a formal 
occasion for the installation of the Banner of a Former Bailiff of Egle and Chancellor of the Order of 
St John between 1967 and 1978, Sir Gilbert Inglefield GBE TD.

The current Bailiff of Egle, Lady Barttelot, 
and a representative for Sir Gilbert 
Inglefield’s family, Mrs Jean Inglefield, 
attended the ceremony, with Lady 
Barttelot offering words to underline the 
continuation of the role and the Order of  
St John’s unique link with Eagle Church: 
“My title as Bailiff of Egle originated with 
King Stephen granting the Bailiwick of 
Egle to the Templars. When they were 
disbanded, the property passed to The 
Hospitallers, from whom we, in the Order 
of St John, are descended. Today the Bailiff 
of Egle is a without Portfolio appointment 
in the gift of the Prior of the Order. It is 
wonderful that Sir Gilbert’s Banner is now 
to be installed here. It is a great privilege to 
be the Bailiff of Egle and an honour to be in 
attendance for this very special Service.”

Mrs Jean Inglefield, daughter-in-law 
to Sir Gilbert, was invited to make the 
formal presentation: “My daughter Mary 
and I were so pleased and honoured 
to be invited to attend the Service of 
Rededication. It has meant a great deal 
to our Inglefield family to donate the 
Banner and to see it in its permanent 
- and so special - home. Gilbert would 
have thoroughly approved, as would 
my late husband David. We both felt 
their presence and were sure they were 
looking down on us. How wonderful too 
to mark the hundredth anniversary of the 
St John Cadets at the same time. It was 
very moving to see several generations of 
Cadets participating in the Service and the 

awards ceremony was an example to us 
all in this difficult and changing world. We 
were struck by their amazing enthusiasm. 

“The end of the Second Lesson 
from Romans read by Louise Mumford 
(Lincolnshire St John Priory Group Chair) 
really sums up Gilbert. ‘Hold fast to what is 
good. Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honour one another above yourselves.’ He 
dedicated his life to others and did so with 
a quiet determination and modesty. He 
survived being a Japanese Prisoner of War 
and went on to have an illustrious career 
but did not lose sight of his strong faith 
and what mattered in life - which was to 
serve others - very much in keeping with 
the ethos of the Order. Truly a memorable 
occasion in a magnificent setting which we 
will never forget.”

The Banner now resides in a protective 
case, alongside another Banner of a 
Former Bailiff of Egle, as testament to 
the longstanding and continuing links 
between the location and the third most 
senior volunteer role in the Priory of 
England and the Islands. •

Lady Barttelot and the Lord-Lieutenant meet young 
volunteers outside the church.

The Bannner at Eagle Church.



Hello from our new Archivist
Article by Sophie Denman, Archivist

I started 2022 with a bang: not only did I move house (twice!), but I also started a shiny new job in 
the Archive at the Museum of the Order of St John as the first Archivist. I am, as they say, winning 
at life.

But what is an archive and what is an 
archivist? Good question. Broadly, an 
archive is a place for storing information. 
In our case, the Archive documents the 
history and development of the Order 
of St John and St John Ambulance 
across the globe through business 
records, publications, personnel records, 
correspondence, medals and awards 
listings, and film and photographic 
collections. There is *a lot* of history.

My job as the Archivist is to look after 
these records and to make them accessible, 
and as the first archivist here, I am starting 
from scratch, so no pressure! I will be 
making sure that our records are kept safe 
and sound in the best possible storage and 

environmental conditions so that they will 
live on for many generations to come. I 
will be cataloguing them so that we know 
exactly what we have in the Archive, and 
I will be making the fascinating content 
available to researchers and visitors and 
anyone else interested in our long and 
illustrious history. But an archive is not just 
about old things, and the life of the Order 
and St John Ambulance is, of course, still 
alive and kicking, so I will also be actively 
collecting modern records of all kinds 
which continue to tell their story.

I started my career in archives over ten 
years ago, and during that time I have been 
fortunate to work in archives for all kinds of 
organisations, including a car museum, a 

university, the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, a Marxist library, and a hospital. 
For the last five years, I was working 
as an archivist at Harrods (yep, the big 
department store!) although I was usually 
stuck in the head office in Hammersmith, 
which was far less glamorous than the 
terracotta palace in Knightsbridge. 

Now, I am the first full-time and 
permanent archivist here, and my role 
is going to be an exciting and wild ride 
while I get to know the collections. I am a 
team of just one, but I am supported by 
lots of coffee and the fantastic team at 
the Museum of the Order of St John, and 
I cannot wait to discover what historical 
treats are lurking in the Archive. •

Archive Centre. Archivist Sophie Denman.

A BIG thank you…
Article by Alison Cook, Community Fundraising Manager

…to the volunteers from Northamptonshire District 
who supported the bucket collection recently at 
Northampton Town Football in their game against 
Bradford. Wing Commander John Chappell, Chair of 
Northamptonshire St John Priory Group, Jeanette 
Harman, Beverley Henderson and Cheryle Dawson 
all supported, braving the weather, and they raised 
an impressive £210 throughout the day. •Northampton Town FC bucket collection.



Spring into Action coffee morning in Northumbria
Article by Jo Plumb, Community Fundraising Manager

With COVID scuppering my chance to do a fundraising coffee morning last year for my Great 
North Run funds, I jumped at the opportunity to do the first charity coffee morning for 2022 in my 
village, Winlaton Mill, at the end of April.

The village has recently fundraised for a 
Public Access Defibrillator following the sad 
death of a resident, so I was keen to spread 
the St John message about the importance 
of knowing life saving skills.

Armed with cake and savouries, an Annie 
doll and a training defib and some raffle 
prizes the aim was raise funds for St John 

but also talk to people and let them have 
a good go at CPR and de-mystifying a 
defibrillator.

Special thanks to Lynn Horrocks of the 
Northumbria Priory Group for helping me 
out and talking about St John. We found 
several residents who wanted to know 
more, and we gained at least two contacts 

who want to have a session with our 
Community Advocate team!

Best news at the end of the morning was 
that we had raised an amazing £269.12 and 
Lynn’s sewing skills gained several new fans 
and an order for one of her amazing sewn 
animal creations! •

Rosy Hardy Garden Talk raises funds for the Jerusalem Eye Hospital
Article by James Wakeham, Communications and Media Volunteer - Hampshire

This spring it was with delight that gardeners and friends of St John in Hampshire joined Rosy 
Hardy (from Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants) for a talk on early spring flowering perennials.

Organised by Joan Ferrer and her team, the event hosted Rosy 
due to her incredible gardening pedigree. Rosy and her husband 
Rob started their nursery in 1988, selling plants at local car boot 
sales. Now a leading UK independent nursery, they have won 
hundreds of awards, including 24 RHS Chelsea Flower Show gold 
medals.

The event was held at Littleton Millennium Hall in Winchester, 
where Rosy gave expert advice to over 60 participants on the 
attributes of her spring plants, including how to best grow them 

and combine them with other plants to create incredible planting 
combinations. This was followed by a superb afternoon tea 
enjoyed by all!

The event raised an incredible £1,100 for the St John of 
Jerusalem Eye Hospital. Joan said: “After just coming out from 
COVID restrictions, people were so pleased to go to a talk on 
gardening, we had more people than ever at the event! We also 
raised more money than ever, which we were of course thrilled 
about.” •

June and Rosy. Afternoon Tea. June’s Team. Rosy gives a lesson.



Suffolk volunteers recognised for their vital work
Article by Tony Curd CStJ, Communications and Media Volunteer - Suffolk

Suffolk-based volunteers were recognised for their service to the charity at a ceremony held at St 
Mary-Le-Tower church in the presence of the Lord-Lieutenant of Suffolk, Clare, Countess of Euston, 
and the High Sheriff of Suffolk, Major Jamie Lowther-Pinkerton.

Those present witnessed the award of long service medals and 
bars to local volunteers which amounted to an amazing 1,525 
volunteer years.

2022 marks 100 years of the St John youth movement and at the 
event youth achievement awards were presented, including five 
Grand Prior Awards and three Super Badger Awards. 

Priory Group Awards were made to Eleanor Abbott for her 
lifesaving actions in helping a person who had a seizure in a 
swimming pool, Ellie-Mae Banks for her project on first aid and 
knife crime, and Dee Callaghan for her dedicated work at Bury St 
Edmunds Unit.

The James Brownfield Memorial Trophy for the highest-
achieving unit in Suffolk was awarded to Ipswich Unit who in 
2021 alone contributed 3,600 hours to volunteering. During the 
pandemic they worked for the vaccination programme, helping 
NHS Blood and Transplant at Donor Sessions, hospital volunteering 
at Addenbrooke’s Hospital and providing ambulance support for 

the East of England Ambulance Service.
Laura Wallace, County President for Suffolk St John Ambulance, 

said: “The impact of the pandemic meant that this event had to 
be delayed and the ceremony actually celebrated the long service 
achievements of volunteers during 2019 and 2020 with the 2021 
service awards to be presented at a later date.”  

Lee Taylor, Suffolk District Manager, added: “It was wonderful 
to see so many local volunteers being recognised for their 
enthusiasm and commitment to the work of St John and I am so 
grateful for all the time they have given to the charity. All have 
incredible stories to tell and are testament to the fact that first aid 
saves lives.  When COVID struck in 2020 we proactively redeployed 
our volunteers when public events had to stop: providing care in 
hospitals, on ambulances and support for the vaccination project. 
However, it is now good to see many St John volunteers taking up 
event cover duties and first aid training again, delivering our core 
life saving mission.” •

Suffolk St John volunteers and guests at their recent Annual 
Awards presentation event at St Mary-Le-Tower Church in 
Ipswich (Pic: Mick Howes)

St John Ambulance’s Chief Commissioner, Ann Cable, with Cadets 
and Badgers from Suffolk who have won awards. 
(Pic: Robert Fiddy)

“If the cap fits….” - Suffolk St John 
Badger of the Year Finlay Hughes 
tries the High Sheriff’s, Major Jamie 
Lowther-Pinkerton’s, cap for size. 
(Pic: Major Jamie Lowther-Pinkerton)

Ellie-Mae Banks of Bury St Edmunds Unit receives 
her Priory Group Award from County President Laura 
Wallace (Pic: Mick Howes)

Members of Ipswich Unit - Winners of the James 
Brownfield Trophy.

Rachel Clifford of Ipswich Unit receives her Service 
Medal from Clare Countess of Euston, Lord-Lieutenant 
of Suffolk (Pic: Mick Howes)



Loveland Guild Branch of St John Fellowship 
thrives under new management
Article by James Wakeham, Communications and Media Volunteer - Hampshire

The St John Fellowship, originally formed as an “old comrades association” for former members of 
St John Ambulance, is open to any serving or former member of St John and anyone, over the age 
of 18, who wishes to support the organisation.

In Hampshire, the Loveland Guild Branch 
has recently experienced a transformation 
under the new stewardship of Paul Phillips 
MStJ, who is driving a programme to 
re-energise meetings into a series of 
interactive, informative events.

Born and raised in Hampshire, Paul 
joined the Cadets in 1979 at the age of 11. 
He said: “As a child, if there was an injury 
my mum would panic and my dad would 
faint at the sight of blood, so it was up to 
me.” Following the direction of a family 
friend, Paul would join the local St John 
Cadets, passing his exams to become a 
Grand Prior Cadet. 

Moving to the adult division in 1986, 
he served with the volunteer unit in 
Winchester, the home to Loveland Guild. 
Paul said: “This building has real history 
to me. It was opened by HRH The Princess 
Royal, and I was lucky enough to be here 
as the Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet. Princess 
Anne presented me with my 1,000-hour 
volunteering certificate on the day.”

Paul went on to cover a variety of roles 

in the adult division, with St John activities 
complementing his paid career within 
the NHS Ambulance Service. He would 
eventually take on the President role in 
Fareham, being admitted to the Order of  
St John during 2010.

In 2012 Paul parted ways with St John 
following a restructure that left work, 
family and volunteering responsibilities 
incompatible. It was a St John reunion 
in 2019 that rekindled his love, where 40 
Cadets of his era met up to discuss old 
times. Paul said: “It was like we had never 
left; I realised my heart yearned to continue 
with St John.” After finding out that an old 
friend was struggling with the running 
of Loveland Guild, Paul decided to once 
more ‘step into the breach’ and took on the 
leadership role. 

With his feet now firmly under the table, 
Paul has set out an ambitious programme 
for the year. There are events planned that 
range from a Cream Tea to a Heritage Day, 
with training serials on modern day first 
aid techniques and also the role of St John 

during the Great War. With a nod to his 
day job as a safeguarding manager in the 
Ambulance Trust, Paul also wants to ensure 
that he feeds in some lessons on how to 
best protect our elderly members from 
crime into these events.

When asked why he was doing this, Paul 
replied: “Who cares for the carers? Our 
Fellowship members have given so much. 
When one of them gets sick, it is the little 
things like sending them a card to remind 
them they are part of something. I want 
the world to know what we at St John get 
up to. Not just for our members, but also 
for the wider audience. Hopefully, this will 
bring the added benefit of an increase in 
membership and fundraising for St John.”

Paul’s drive and ambition are clear, 
with the results showing in attendance. 
Loveland’s group has already doubled from 
eight to 16 since he started, and they still 
hope for more. The branch is invigorated, 
which is testament to the hard work of 
Paul’s dedication. •

Tea Break (group). Paul Phillips handing out pins.

Training new techniques. Growing attendees.



Bishop’s Waltham Garden Fair raises an incredible 
£12,000 for the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital
Article by James Wakeham, Communications and Media Volunteer - Hampshire

After an enforced absence over the last two years due to Government COVID-19 restrictions, 
Bishop’s Waltham Garden Fair made a triumphant return on Sunday 1 May to the beautiful 
grounds of Wintershill Hall, Durley.

Well over 2,000 people came to enjoy a 
fun-filled day. There were lots of new stall 
holders, as well as old friends, selling a wide 
variety of plants, food, homewares, fashion 
and jewellery. Falcon High, the falconry 
display team based in Hampshire, attended 
with their marvellous birds of prey for an 
impressive display.  Also in attendance was 
Andy McIndoe, the regular BBC gardening 
contributor, giving expert gardening 
advice as well as judging which were the 
best plant and sundries stalls. Nerves were 
tight as the winning prize was a free stall 
the following year! 

For the first time ever there were three 
alpacas on hand to delight the crowd, as 
well as Bishop’s Waltham Morris Men; all of 

which were a spectacle not to miss and a 
great hit all-round. Finally, the event was 
complemented by the jaunty sounds of 
Cuff Billett’s New Europa Jazz Band. 

Joan Ferrer and her committee have 
been organising the Fair for the last 20 
years, raising over £200,000 for St John 
of Jerusalem Eye Hospital in that time. 
Jenny Dixon, a committee member, said: 
“Our donation this year is £12,000, which 
goes to support Houda Said, an orthoptist 
working in East Jerusalem and at satellite 
clinics in Hebron and Anabta. We remain 
enormously grateful to Jamie and Carolyn 
Balfour, who most generously allow us to 
use their grounds to hold the Fair. It is the 
perfect location for us, we look forward 

to organising many more in support of 
the wonderful care that the Eye Hospital 
provides to so many people.”

Tim Weale, former Hampshire St John 
Priory Group Chair, said of the event: “What 
a remarkable result achieved again from 
a marvellous team. Well done to you all. 
Year after year, in all weathers, the Garden 
Fair comes together to provide a fun day 
for the visitors - gardeners, families, present 
buyers or those just wanting a good day 
out! After a two-year break, I wondered if it 
would be the same as many nurseries had a 
tough time during COVID, but it was just as 
good as always.” •

Garden Fair. Houda Said at work.



Gosport legacy is gratefully received, with 
impact delighting the surviving family
Article by James Wakeham, Communications and Media Volunteer - Hampshire

Pericles, the famed Athenian leader, once said: “What you leave behind is not what is engraved in 
stone monuments, but what is woven into the lives of others.” If this is true, then the remarkable 
generosity of one Hampshire St John family is testament to that spirit.

Cyril Weston, a dedicated lifelong 
supporter of St John, was born on 19 
April 1924 in Gosport. He was one of nine 
siblings, dying as the last of them on 5 
January 2018, the end of his generation. 

His family had been caught up in the 
maelstrom of the Second World War and, 
faithfully, they had served their country at 
great personal risk. Miraculously, all five 
brothers had survived direct enemy action. 
The Weston family involvement with St 
John become a post-war affair, with Jim 
Weston Jr (the oldest brother) joining in his 
early 20s and remaining an enthusiast his 
whole life. Dennis, the youngest brother, 
was also to remain a lifelong member, 
meeting his wife through St John.

Cyril joined St John after his military 
service, meeting his future wife Vera 
(a fellow St John volunteer) during the 
Second World War Victory celebrations. 
Cyril returned from the war a sober and 
industrious young man, making a good 
impression on the young Vera. On 13 

September 1947 they were married in 
Alverstoke Parish Church, Gosport, with 
an honour guard of St John Ambulance 
volunteers. Both Vera and Cyril kept up 
their St John membership for many years, 
Cyril only becoming less active following 
her death in 1978.

Following Cyril’s own death in 2018, 
Gosport was left a significant legacy of 
over £390,000, the proceeds of their estate 
bequeathed to a beloved St John. The 
Weston family, keen to see how the money 
had been spent, were invited this spring 
to the Gosport branch to see the positive 
change that such an incredibly selfless 
donation could bring. Joined by Christine 
Atkinson, former Hampshire County 
President, the family, Mr Nigel Shaw and his 
wife Jean, were given a tour of the branch 
and shown how the money had been used 
to upgrade the facilities in Gosport, as well 
as other local projects. 

Nigel said: “It was very good to meet you 
all at the Gosport St John premises last 

week. I was very pleased to see that Cyril’s 
bequest really will make a good impact 
both on the centre and indirectly on the 
wider work of St John Ambulance. The 
package of projects being put together 
seemed to be making really good use 
of the money and I am sure Cyril would 
approve. It was also good that a number of 
different departments in St John would feel 
the benefit, and we were most impressed 
by the enthusiasm and expertise of the  
St John staff present.”

As a mark of respect to acknowledge 
the legacy, the training room has been 
renamed the ‘Weston Room’ in honour of 
the donation. Christine Atkinson said: “It 
was lovely to be able to show the family 
what a positive impact the act of leaving 
a legacy donation can have on a local 
unit. I do hope that the Weston example 
can demonstrate to others that leaving a 
legacy to St John allows the units they love 
to continue thriving, whilst honouring the 
donor.” •

Cyril and Vera in St John uniform. St John honour guard.Cyril and Vera’s wedding.

Equipment display. Nigel and Jean Shaw.Nigel and Jean in Weston Room.



Southampton University unit manager becomes 
a nominated finalist at National Student Awards
Article by James Wakeham, Communications and Media Volunteer - Hampshire

Michael Jordan, the Hall of Fame basketball legend, once said: “Some people want it to happen, 
some people wish it would happen, and others make it happen.”

So it is that one Hampshire volunteer, 
Chlöe Hunter-Rea, President of the 
University First Aid Society and Unit 
Manager at Southampton St John student 
volunteering unit, has been unstoppable 
in ‘making it happen’, through improving 
first aid in the city. In return, she was 
singled out for her efforts as a contender 
for The National Societies and Volunteering 
Awards. These prestigious annual awards 
recognise the contributions of student 
volunteers and student-led societies 
from UK higher and further education 
institutions, with categories open to both 
societies and volunteers.

Chlöe is studying at Southampton to 
become a child and adult nurse. Whilst 
her studies are more than enough to 
manage, she still finds time to support all 
her members and local community (171 
society members, 20-30 unit members 
and approximately 30 community sessions 
this year).  She also has given countless 
hours of time supporting other societies 
through challenging medical incidents and 

undertaking welfare checks and further 
training with these groups.

Unbeknown to her, Chlöe’s herculean 
efforts have not gone unnoticed. In secret, 
those she worked with had secretly put 
in a nomination for Chlöe to receive an 
award, in recognition of her tremendous 
efforts in St John and the First Aid Society 
in Southampton. Chlöe said: “I received 
an email on 16 May from the National 
Societies and Volunteering Awards, saying 
I was one of 300 nominations for their 
awards. The category I was nominated in 
was the Development Award, of which 
there were 12 nominations on the long list.”

The Development Award recognises 
designed to recognise outstanding 
development opportunities created 
through student volunteering and 
societies. Chlöe later received a further 
correspondence explaining that she had 
made it through selection to one of now six 
candidates shortlisted. The finals ceremony 
took place on 15 June at Sheffield Student’s 
Union. Chlöe said: “I believe this is the 

first external award the society, unit or an 
individual from University of Southampton 
St John and the First Aid Society has been 
nominated for recently. I’m shocked to be 
nominated and it means so much to be 
coming from those who work alongside 
me.”

The official citation given was impressive: 
“Chlöe has helped to teach students and 
local community first aid skills. She has 
worked and supported students within the 
university to develop in their life saving 
skills. She has helped to provide interactive 
and scenario-based learning. Chlöe has 
also worked with the wider community 
with multiple youth groups to teach them 
first aid. This has supported the wider 
community as more young people know 
how to save lives and feel confident doing 
so.”

Although not the ultimate winner on the 
night, in the eyes of St John in Hampshire, 
Chlöe Hunter-Rea is very much a winner 
indeed. We are incredibly grateful for all 
you have done. Thank you. •

Southampton University St John volunteers. Chlöe at Southampton University.



London & South Region Badger Camp a triumphant success
Article by Claire Lord, Regional Development Officer for Badgers

This year’s Regional Badger camp took place on 27-29 May at the Gordon Brown Centre in 
Hampshire. Nearly 30 Badgers attended from all over the Region, with representatives from all of 
the Districts. 

Everyone arrived in high spirits on Friday 
evening, ready for a quick introduction to 
the other residents of the centre. On-site 
there were a collection of goats, donkeys, 
rabbits, chickens and pigs for the delighted 
Badgers to meet! That done, we went to 
dinner and followed it up with a camp fire. 
It was possibly the first time some of them 
had heard “Everywhere we go” and “I’m 
alive, alert, awake”, but everyone soon got 
the hang of it! 

When Saturday dawned with sunny rays, 
the intrepid Badgers headed out to learn 

how to make fires, on which they cooked 
their own popcorn. The afternoon activity 
consisted of a trim trail and low ropes 
course, which was enjoyed thoroughly by 
both Badgers and Leaders. Who knew that 
balancing on a log could be so hard! The 
highlight of the camp came on Saturday 
evening with the “Badgers Got Talent 
Show”, we were joined by guest judges and 
even a surprise visit from Bertie. 

Our luck held with the weather and we 
were blessed again on Sunday to have 
beautiful sunshine. After feeding the 

animals, both Badgers and Leaders got 
the chance to practice their archery skills 
(move over Robin Hood, the Badgers are 
coming). It was with sad hearts and a few 
tears that we closed the camp. However, 
everyone agreed that it had been a total 
success and we must do it again next 
year. •

Feeding Chickens. Low ropes.Cooking Popcorn.

Badgers Got Talent suprise guests. Archery.Badgers meet Bertie.



New Patient Transport Units blessed in Birmingham
Article by The Reverend Canon Dr Mark Pryce OStJ, Sub-Dean of the Priory of England & The Islands

On 10 May, new Patient Transport Units were dedicated at Birmingham Children’s Hospital. St John 
people joined with NHS colleagues for the blessing service, which was conducted by The Rev’d 
Catherine Mitchell, Assistant County Chaplain St John West Midlands. •

St John Fellowship Jersey update
Article by John Brisset, Jersey Fellowship

Here are images of the Liberation Day Parade with the Fellowship marching group on parade on 
9 May. The salute was taken by HRH Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex and HRH Sophie, Countess of 
Wessex, GCStJ. We then had the Liberation Day party at our headquarters. Finally, we had the 
funeral of Gladys Manning SSStJ who lived to104. The Fellowship provided a Lining Party. •



St John Fellowship Pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land - 2022
Article by Brigadier John Hemsley OBE GCStJ

Finally, and at the fifth attempt, the much-delayed Fellowship tour actually managed to get to the 
Holy Land in May this year. Originally scheduled to visit in 2020, the COVID pandemic had resulted 
in no less than five postponements; consequently, a number of intending participants had signed 
up, fallen out or re-enlisted over the two years of delays and changes of date. Nevertheless, in the 
event, it was unanimously voted a highly successful and thoroughly enjoyable trip. 

It was a busy programme in which we 
covered Jesus’s birthplace at Bethlehem, 
His childhood at Nazareth, scenes of the 
early ministry in Galilee and tracked His 
time in Jerusalem.  We also made full 
use of the time to look at Roman sites at 
Ceaserea Maritima; Masada on the Dead 
Sea; the mountain-top fortress of Belvoir 
(the largest of the St John castles in the 
Holy Land); as well as many other locations 
relating to the early history of the Order 
and the Knights Hospitaller, such as the 
Crusader fortifications at Acre with its 
Great Hall of St John and memorials to 
past Grand Priors. None will forget the 
magnificent acoustics of the church of  
St Ann built by the Hospitallers by the 
Pools of Bethesda or the superb singing of 
the Benedictine monks and nuns at vespers 
in the lovely St John Crusader church at 
Emmaus. This year we actually managed 
a somewhat rushed visit to the site of 
the Battle of Hattin which was greatly 
appreciated by all the St John members.

The highlight of our tour was, as usual, 
our visit to the Eye Hospital where we were 
most warmly welcomed by Dr Ahmad 
Ma’ali and his wonderful staff. Having been 
briefed on the work of the Hospital, we 
were conducted around the building to 

see this in action, before sitting down with 
members of the staff for an al fresco lunch 
in the beautiful Hospital gardens. In the 
afternoon we were greeted once again by 
Marlene Katansho to the Muristan clinic in 
the old city with the splendid bronze olive 
tree and lovely swifts sculpture. 

On the Sunday our group visited the 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in 
Jerusalem where the Rev’d John Davis, 
National Fellowship Chairman, held a brief 
Act of Remembrance and a wreath was 
laid on behalf of the Fellowship. After this, 
everyone went to St George’s Cathedral 
in Jerusalem where I gave the following 
prayer in which paid tribute to the work of 
the Hospital:

Heavenly Father, we pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem and ask your blessing on our  
St John pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and for 
all members of the Most Venerable Order 
of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem who 
follow in the footsteps of the blessèd Gerrard 
and their forebears, the Hospitallers of St 
John.  

Bless too our most gracious lady, Queen 
Elizabeth, our Sovereign Head; Richard, our 
Grand Prior; and all the Great Officers of 
our Most Venerable Order. Bless the work 
of the Order of St John Eye Hospital here 

in Jerusalem, and most especially all the 
dedicated staff who work so tirelessly to 
relieve suffering.  

Finally, we remember the souls of our dear 
Confrères, recently departed Great Officers 
and Bailiffs Grand Cross of the Order: Lord 
Vestey, Lord Remnant, John Spencer, The 
Right Reverend Bishop John Wayne and Sir 
Malcolm Ross; and would ask your blessing 
for all those Confrères and Consœurs of our 
Most Venerable Order who have died since 
our last pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, pro fide, pro utilitate hominum.             
Amen.

STOP PRESS - By popular request 
and because a number of people were 
disappointed at being unable to come on 
the 2022 trip to the Holy Land, we have 
taken the decision to run another tour 
next year. This will include a full visit to the 
battlefield site of Hattin.  The dates will be 
10–18 May 2023 (inclusive). As planning 
progresses, details can be found on the 
website www.maranatha.co.uk/StJohn-
HolyLand2023/. •

The Group at the Jerusalem Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery. The intrepid few who made it to the top of the ‘Horns of Hattin’.



Your 2021 recipients of the Sovereign’s Award are…
Article by Richard Salter, National DofE Manager

We have been informed by the Royal Household of the 2021 recipients of the Sovereign’s Award. 
The award, which includes a certificate personally signed by the Sovereign Head of the Order, 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, is given to young St John Ambulance volunteers in recognition 
of outstanding work in the areas of personal development, benefit to St John and benefit to their 
community. Only ten awards are issued each year!
Congratulations to...

Keagan Witts
Keagan joined St John Ambulance 

almost five years ago when he started 
at university. During this time, he has 
grown in confidence through his first 
aid volunteering, training hundreds of 
university students in first aid and leading 
university units as a regional student 
volunteering lead.

Keagan has completed public awareness 
projects, in addition to fundraising in 
his local community for St John, and has 
worked with other young people to help 
them develop. During the pandemic, 
Keagan became a vaccination volunteer, 
delivering the COVID-19 vaccine to citizens 
in his community. Keagan also started 
the St John Disability and Accessibility 
Network and chairs this important group, 
advocating for those with disabilities across 
St John.

Phoebe Carlile
Phoebe joined St John eight years 

ago at the age of 10, at her local unit in 
Hampshire. While volunteering as a Cadet 
First Aider, she developed a passion for 
caring for people which has resulted in 
her being the first in her family to go to 
university, where she studies Medicine. 
Phoebe volunteered throughout the 
pandemic, training a full course of 
vaccinators and vaccination care volunteers 
in first aid and leading a viral social media 
campaign to advocate for young people’s 
mental health.

Phoebe also chairs the London and 
South Youth Forum, ensuring young 
people have a voice in decision making 
across the region. One of her many 
initiatives in this role has been creating a 
Youth Awards Programme, recognising 
other young people and youth leaders.

Phoebe also supports a range of other 
charities by volunteering and fundraising, 
including embarking on a 100-mile bike 
ride for a humanitarian aid charity. 

Joshua Smith       
Joshua joined St John 12 years ago in 

Devon. His key achievements include 
managing large scale and complex events, 
teaching the next generation life saving 
skills, volunteering as an emergency 
ambulance crew member responding to 
999 calls during COVID-19, and supporting 
his local vaccination centre as a vaccination 
centre site lead.

Joshua has not only taken part in 
activities and tallied up thousands of hours, 
but has also led, managed, and supported 
with volunteering roles both at events and 
in support functions. •

Keagan Witts. Joshua Smith      .Phoebe Carlile.



Sheffield University CPR-a-thon
Article by Hazel Thompson OStJ, Member, St John Priory Group South and West Yorkshire

The Swimming and Water Polo Society at Sheffield University got in touch earlier in the year to say 
that they wanted to fundraise for St John Ambulance this year for their annual fundraiser.

With some of their members receiving treatment from our 
volunteers previously and as an appreciation of the work that  
St John had done as part of the vaccination programme, they 
wanted to acknowledge our work and give back.

They decided on a 12-hour CPR marathon. Alongside a raffle, 
a cake stall and bucket collectors, the society had a full rota of 
willing supporters who learnt the technique and undertook CPR as 
team in the Octagon space outside the Student Union from 9am 
to 9pm. 

Many renditions of Staying Alive and Baby Shark were sung 
alongside a varied “CPR playlist” which kept spirits high even when 
it started to turn a little chilly.

We were approached by several students who wanted to learn 
more about first aid particularly one person whose family member 
life had recently been saved by someone who undertook CPR. It 
really did demonstrate how important the skill really is.

I was on hand to give life saving CPR technique advice and want 
to pass on my thanks to Area Manager Tom McKenzie for sorting 
the Annie dolls, Community Fundraising Manager Alison Cook for 
bringing merchandise, banners, PR materials and supporting the 
event, and Community Fundraising Manager Joanna Plumb for 
helping organise and supporting the event. •



St Johns Day: “Bringing the whole of St John 
closer together for the Year of Youth”
Article by Callum Parr, Cadet Reporter & Co-Chair, St John Ambulance Youth Operations Delivery Steering Group

The celebrations at St Paul’s Cathedral for the Commemoration and Re-dedication of the Most 
Venerable Order of St John of Jerusalem were a fantastic opportunity that Cadets (and Badgers!) 
from across the country were able to attend. 

Lining the steps of St Paul’s western 
entrance there was a formal honour guard 
from St John Ambulance’s Cadets of The 
Year who were selected to represent the 
young people of St John Ambulance in 
their respective districts.

This was followed by a formal parade led 
by the Isle of Sheppey band, opening the 
formal service of St John’s Day which was 
attended by a number of VIPs including 
members of the Royal Family. 

HRH The Princess Royal was in attendance 
in her capacity as Commandant-in-Chief, 
Youth. Princess Anne spent time after the 
service speaking to young people and 
Student Volunteers at the activities area 
outside of St Paul’s. The service was also 
attended by HRH Prince Richard, the Duke 
of Gloucester (Grand Prior of the Order of 

St John) and the Lord Mayor of the City of 
London.

Throughout the day we asked young 
people and those volunteering on the 
event to describe St John’s Day using only 
three words.

Georgina Heron-Edmends, National 
Cadet of the Year, described St John’s Day 

as “Amazing, Chaotic, Experience”.
Nakkita Charag formed part of the 

National Colour Party and described the 
day as “very stressful, but very enjoyable”. 
Nakkita explained that she had to “stand 
at attention for around twenty minutes, 
which feels extra-long when HRH The 
Princess Royal is looking at you!”

Mariam Ibrahim, St John Ambulance’s 
Young Trustee, described her experiences 
of the day as “Celebration, Friendship, and 
Inspirational”.

I would like to say a massive thank you 
to the teams which have allowed myself as 
a Cadet Reporter to be able to attend and 
capture the key moments of this fantastic 
event, and to the Priory of England and the 
Islands for organising the event as a whole. •

Talk on St John to the Friends of Dunnington Library
Article by Angela Tattersall, County President, North Yorkshire and Teesside

The Friends of Dunnington Library asked me to give a talk about St John Ambulance for  
the village. 

I quickly accepted the challenge and after doing some research used 
various resources to come up with a talk about the whole of St John past, 
present and future. Was I nervous? Well yes, and rusty due to an absence of 
opportunities due to COVID, but in the end the talk was a success. We raised 
£85 on the night from donations and a raffle. Plus other organisations in the 
village have shown an interest.

My colleague, Yvonne Gill, came along and assisted on the evening but the 
end to end delivery was a great team effort from colleagues both locally and 
nationally. The new banners worked really well. •

Callum interviewing at St John’s Day.



Government recognises St John’s vital role
Article by Dave Shuttleworth, Strategic Communications Manager

The incredible work of our clinically trained volunteers supporting the NHS throughout the 
pandemic and beyond has been recognised by the Government.

The June 2022 response to 
recommendations in the Coronavirus: 
Lessons Learned to Date report highlighted 
the significant role St John people play 
as the nation’s ambulance auxiliary and 
reserve to the wider NHS.

The Government notes: “St John 
Ambulance has focused its BAU operations 
to provide significant levels of support 
to the NHS. This includes providing an 
auxiliary ambulance service, volunteers in 
emergency departments, provision of over 
26,000 volunteer vaccinators and much 
more.

“It has, therefore, provided a service 
akin to an NHS Reserve, especially for 
the ambulance service, but also within 

other areas of the NHS. They are able to 
rapidly flex and provide clinically trained 
volunteers where they are needed most.”

The joint report was produced by the 
House of Commons Health and Social Care 
Committee and Science and Technology 
Committees.

Welcoming the Government’s 
recognition of St John, Martin Houghton-
Brown said: “This is testament to the 
dedicated and vital work of St John people 
in support of the health service throughout 
the pandemic and beyond.

“Our Royal Charter sets out our role in 
‘the rendering of aid to the sick, wounded, 
disabled or suffering; the training and 
provision of technical reserves for the 

medical services of the Armed Forces or 
any Civil Defence Organisations; and: the 
provision of trained personnel to give 
assistance to Central or Local Government 
Departments or to the Armed Forces at 
times of emergency in peace or in war’.

“We continue to honour these founding 
principles, in the service of humanity, and 
are delighted to see that integral role in 
protecting the nation’s health reflected 
in the Government’s response to the 
committees’ report.” •

Sajid Javid with members of the St John team.



Grand Council and St John’s Day 2022
Article by Rob Millington OStJ, Head of Chancery

Grand Council 2022
The Priory hosted the Grand Council of the Order for its annual 

meeting from Sunday 19 to Thursday 23 June 2022, coinciding 
with our St John’s Day celebrations on 24 and 25 June.

The Grand Council involves a series of meetings and events 
during the week, including welcome and showcase activities, 
meetings of the International Executives, Trustee Executive 
Committee and Order Honours and Awards Committee, a 
programme of activities for accompanying partners, and the Grand 
Council itself.

From the outset, the Priory team committed to delivering an 
event which fully met the Order’s needs and enabled the work of 
St John in England to be showcased to an international audience.

Furthermore, the Priory took steps to help reduce the impact of 
the event, and to support a range of social enterprises. 
•  Coach transport, including for St John’s Day, was either by fully 

electric coach or low-emissions vehicle with carbon off-setting.
•  The caterers for the Grand Council Dinner were Clink Events, 

a charity which, in partnership with HM Prison and Probation 
Service, works to reduce reoffending through the rehabilitation 
of prisoners by providing training in catering and hospitality. 
www.theclinkcharity.org 

•  Refreshments on Monday and dessert for the Dinner were made 
by Luminary Bakery who use baking as a tool to help some 
of the most vulnerable women in society build a future for 
themselves. www.luminarybakery.com  

•  Finally, the coffee cart on Monday and coffee after the Dinner 
were provided by Redemption Roasters, the world’s first behind 
bars coffee company. All the coffee beans are roasted inside the 
walls of HMP The Mount, working with offenders to produce 
outstanding coffee and provide them with training and career 
opportunities. www.redemptionroasters.com 

Sunday 19 June

Sunday saw the arrival of the majority of our guests at the 
conference venue on Tower Hill. 

We were able to arrange, with the kind assistance of Elizabeth 
Mellows, for those who wished to, to attend Mattins at the Chapel 
Royal of St Peter ad Vincula within HM Tower of London. 

That evening, an informal welcome was held in the hotel.

Monday 20 June
The Prior formally welcomed our guests to London aboard a 

Thames river cruise, before our Learning and Engagement Session 
in the Priory Church. This session enabled us to highlight some of 
four core areas of our work: heritage, youth, EDI and mental health 
first aid. We are very grateful that so many of the Trustee Board 
were able to attend. Meanwhile, the College of Deans held their 
meeting at the conference venue.

Tuesday 21 June
Tuesday saw the Order’s Trustee Executive and Honours & 

Awards Committees meet at the Conference venue and the 
International Executives visited Brighton to see the Homeless 
Treatment Centre. The partners and Deans visited Westminster 
Abbey. 

Later that evening, HRH The Grand Prior hosted a Reception at 
Kensington Palace attended by the Grand Council delegates along 
with representatives from St John England including, Trustees, 
Priory Principal Officers, Executives, and the National and Regional 
Cadets of the Year.



Wednesday 22 June
On Wednesday, the main Grand Council meeting got under way 

at the conference venue, while their partners visited the Wallace 
Collection.

Thursday 23 June
The Grand Council meeting 

continued into Thursday, with 
HRH The Grand Prior attending 
for a part of the day. The partners 
visited the Royal Botanical 
Gardens at Kew.

That evening, all attended 
the Grand Council Dinner held 
that evening in St John’s Gate 
where we were joined Their Royal 
Highnesses The Duke and Duchess 
of Gloucester. His Royal Highness’s 
official portrait as Grand Prior, 
by Henrietta Abel Smith, was on 
display for the first time.

St John’s Day Celebrations 2022
Following the Grand Council, the Priory was able to hold 

its first in-person St John’s Day celebrations since before the 
pandemic. The celebrations were particularly special as many of 
our international visitors remained with us, and the occasion was a 
high point in our Year of Youth activities marking the centenary of 
youth work in St John. 

Given the focus on Youth, we were honoured to have HRH The 
Princess Royal, our Commandant-in-Chief (Youth), along with 
her husband Vice-Admiral Sir Tim Laurence, attend the Service 
of Commemoration and Rededication alongside HRH The Grand 
Prior. This was the first occasion that The Princess Royal has 
attended St John’s Day, and the first time that we have had more 
than one member of the Royal Family present.

Friday 24 June
The Prior led a small delegation to attend the annual St John’s Day 

Mass of the Order of Malta (SMOM) at the London Oratory. This is 
only the second time that we have been invited to participate, and 
reflects work undertaken by the Chancellor to improve relations with 
SMOM.

That evening, while the ceremonial team rehearsed at St Paul’s, the 
Prior hosted his annual Reception in the Priory Church.

Saturday 25 June
Saturday began with Holy Communion celebrated by the Vice-

Dean, The Reverend Canon Paul Williams, in the Crypt of the Priory 
Church. 

Later that morning, the Lord Mayor of the City of London kindly 
hosted the Priory’s 22nd General Assembly where the Report and 
Accounts for 2021 was formally published and the audience heard 
from the Treasurer, National Cadet of the Year, Chief Commissioner, 
Chief Executive and Prior on the recent achievements and future 
plans of the charity.

In the afternoon, a special Cadet Centenary Parade was held 
finishing at St Paul’s Cathedral where a range of displays hand 
been set up outside to showcase our work to those attending the 
Service and the wider public. Bertie Badger made a special guest 
appearance!

The Service, attended by over 1,800 people, began with the 
Fanfare Trumpeters of the Central Band of the Royal Air Force. The 
National Cadet of the Year and The Princess Royal read lessons and 
the Prelate of the Order, The Right Reverend Tim Stevens, gave the 
sermon. At the centre of the Service was the act of commemoration 
where we remembered all departed St John People and in particular 
the deceased Bailiffs Grand Cross whose banners were laid up.

Following the Service, Their Royal Highnesses viewed the displays 
outside the Cathedral, and the Isle of Sheppey St John Ambulance 
Band gave a rousing performance.

Thanks to all who contributed photography from the Grand  
Council events.



Ambulances and Tourni-Keys sent to Ukraine
Article by George Woods, Chief Business Officer

We had quite a remarkable day in mid-May as we continued to map our next level of assistance to 
the people of Ukraine through our partner organisations on the ground. 

We were discussing the despatch of the two ambulances we 
had sent that week (at the time of writing, three have now been 
sent through St John’s partnership with Triple Point – Ed.) and a 
conversation arose around our Tourni-Keys of which we sent 
12,000 packs to Ukraine. 

When one of the Ukrainian volunteers saw our Tourni-Key, she 
stopped and said that she couldn’t believe it. That is what saved a 
soldier’s life on the frontline. We all stopped and for a moment we 
were reminded that this is what St John does, we save lives and 
now we can say we have helped save lives in Ukraine. 

The volunteer also noted, please send more Tourni-Keys. The 
doctors there cannot get enough of them. 

A truly humbling moment for us all. 
More recently, the St John team has sent another ambulance 

and is continuing to work through the Health Alliance chaired by 
British Red Cross, with a focus on domestic assistance for Ukrainian 
refugees entering the country in need of medical assistance. •

One of the ambulances ready to travel to Ukraine.

Go Green is back!
Article by Robyn Carlson, Community Fundraising Development Manager

Helps us celebrate St John’s iconic green 
colour, while raising money to train even more 
lifesaving volunteers. Going green couldn’t be 
simpler, whether you wear something green 
or go on a green walk, whatever fundraising 
activity you chose to do this summer, your 
fundraising will help us to continue to train our 
volunteers. 

On average it costs around £100 to fully train one St John 
volunteer and in one year, this volunteer could go on to support or 
care for 12 people during their time of need. 

To find out how you can get involved, please contact the team 
on communityfundraising@sja.org.uk. •



“Three Ways to Save a Life” launches in 
Greater Manchester
Article by Ian Groves

On 25 May St John kicked off a major new campaign – Three Ways to Save a Life - in partnership 
with BBC Radio Manchester to bring life saving skills to the 10 boroughs of Greater Manchester.

Following the fifth anniversary of the 
Manchester Arena bombing, the two 
organisations are bringing essential first 
aid skills to members of the public and 
local organisations through a mix of public 
training sessions, on-demand training and 
virtual instruction.

The key life saving techniques to be 
taught include:
•  Delivering cardio-pulmonary 

resuscitation (CPR) and using a 
defibrillator

•  How to treat severe bleeding and 
catastrophic haemorrhage

•  How to treat someone who is choking.
All of this will be reinforced with 

knowledge of Primary Survey and how to 
put someone in the recovery position.

Sessions are being delivered by the local 
team of volunteers and trainers in Greater 
Manchester in a number of different ways – 
through planned events in public locations, 
at St John volunteer HQs in the District, on 

demand by local groups and organisations 
and through virtual sessions.

More than 220 people attended the 
first day of training in Piccadilly Gardens, 
Manchester, and, at the time of writing, the 
total number of people trained had risen 
to more than 4,500, with sessions due to 
continue up to Christmas 2022.

In a major boost to the ongoing work, 
Mayor of Greater Manchester Andy 
Burnham and several local MPs have 
already expressed their support for this 
campaign.

BBC Radio Manchester’s Executive Editor, 
Kate Squire, said: “We all know life saving 
techniques are vital in emergencies and 
we want to provide these skills to as many 
people as possible in order to make sure 
we save lives in any future emergency 
situation.”

Figen Murray, the mother of Martyn Hett 
who died in the Manchester Arena attack 
is championing BBC Radio Manchester’s 

campaign. “It’s not good if people are not 
equipped to know what to do. They ought 
to be trained in life saving measures such 
as using tourniquets or applying pressure 
bandages. BBC Radio Manchester’s 
campaign is absolutely brilliant, it’s so 
needed especially with all the knife crime 
that’s happening as well. I think society just 
needs to embrace that kind of skill.”

Dr Lynn Thomas, St John’s Medical 
Director, said: “We’re delighted to be 
partnering with the BBC on this new 
campaign. First aid is such an essential 
skill to have and we’re looking forward to 
raising awareness of key techniques in a 
variety of different ways to people across 
the 10 boroughs of Manchester over the 
next few months.”

Members of the Greater Manchester 
public and local groups who wish to 
enquire about the availability of trainers can 
do so by emailing savealife@sja.org.uk. •



Eye Hospital Celebrates 140th Anniversary 
with Book Launch and Garden Party 
Article by Paul Herbage MBE KStJ DL, Priory Hospitaller 

The opportunity was taken on the last day of the Grand Council week (24 June) for a London 
celebration to mark 140 years of the establishment by the Order of St John of an Eye Clinic (later a 
hospital) in Jerusalem. 

It was actually in 1876 that the Order 
took two important decisions to establish 
foundations relevant in the late nineteenth 
century. One saw the introduction of 
First Aid Training and the establishment 
of the St John Ambulance Association 
the following year 1877. The other to 
find a way to return to its roots as a 
medieval order with a major hospital in 
the Holy City by establishing a healthcare 
facility in Jerusalem took a bit longer. 
Negotiations with the Ottoman Empire 
were slow and difficult, and it was only the 
personal intervention of the then Prince 
of Wales (later Edward VII) that resulted in 
agreement to establish an Eye Hospital. 
The first clinic was opened in December 
1882 with the hospital on the Hebron Road 
opening the following year.  

To mark the anniversary a couple of years 
ago the St John Eye Hospital Group (SJEHG) 

Board agreed to a suggestion from three 
Australian historians, all members of the 
Order, that they should be commissioned 
to undertake the research and publication 
of the first ever authoritative history of the 
work of the Eye Hospital Group. The first 
copies of this 600+ page volume entitled 
A Beacon of Hope -140 years of eye care in 
the Holy Land, 1882-2022 arrived at the 
beginning of June. 

Around 100 specially invited guests, 
including representatives from most 
Priories along with past significant donors 
and supporters, assembled in the Grand 
Chamber of The Charterhouse, located 
less than a mile from St John’s Gate, for a 
welcome by Sir Andrew Cash OBE KStJ, 
Chairman of the SJEHG Board, and a series 
of short presentations about the work of 
the Hospital Group today and in the future. 
One of the authors, Dr Matthew Glozier 
OStJ, gave a short presentation on how the 
book came about before holding up a copy 
which all guests received afterwards. Sadly, 
both the other authors, Dr Ian Howie–Willis 
OAM KStJ and Emeritus Professor John 
Pearn AO RFD GCStJ, were unable to travel 
to London. 

Guests had also the opportunity to view 
an architect’s model of the Jerusalem 

Hospital today and a magnificent historical 
display of items relating to the Eye Hospital 
kindly prepared by Anna Mason and 
colleagues from the Museum of the Order 
of St John. 

Upon conclusion with remarks by the 
Lord Prior, who in thanking his fellow 
countrymen authors made a presentation 
of replica swifts, guests adjourned to the 
Medieval Norfolk Cloister and Gardens for a 
traditional English afternoon tea. 

The SJEHG plans to hold two further 
events to mark the 140th anniversary - a 
reception for staff and key dignitaries 
in Jerusalem during the meeting of the 
Board in September, and the US Priory 
will be hosting an event in Houston, Texas 
in October. The US Priory, not having a St 
John Ambulance to finance, is the most 
significant annual funder of the SJEHG’s 
charitable work. 

It is intended that further copies of the 
excellent book will now be printed and 
made available for sale to supporters and 
others interested in the fascinating story of 
how the Order has tackled one of the most 
significant health problems of the Middle 
East. •

Dr Matthew Glozier OStJ. Muristan clinic open for business. Hi-tech theatre equipment.

Presentation to CEO.



St John Ambulance celebrates Centenary of Cadets
Article by Ian Blance, District Youth Lead

On Saturday 18 June, the Herefordshire and Worcestershire District team held a special service in 
Worcester Cathedral to commemorate 100 years of  support for young people through the Cadet 
programme and 35 years of the Badger programme for younger age groups.

Nearly 150 guests, including the Lord-
Lieutenant of Herefordshire and the 
Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Worcestershire, 
civic dignitaries from both counties and 
representatives of other national youth 
organisations, gathered to celebrate the 
achievement. 

There was an opportunity to catch up 
with old friends over tea and biscuits 
and see a display of St John archives and 
memorabilia in the Chapter House after 
the service. Another highlight was a visit by 
‘Sympathy’ the restored 1929 ambulance, 
which was parked outside the Cathedral 
door offering unique photo opportunities.

St John has 11 youth units across the 
District of Herefordshire & Worcestershire. 
As one of the nation’s largest youth 
organisations, St John is committed to 
enabling even more young people to lead 
better lives, preparing them to support 
their families, friends, and communities, 
and tackle whatever life throws at them.

Ian Blance, District Youth Lead, said: 
“When young people get involved with 
St John, they don’t just learn first aid so 
they know how to save lives; they build 
confidence and gain important life skills. 
Through St John Ambulance’s wide range 
of youth programmes, events and activities, 
they enjoy experiences that influence 
their career paths and prospects, as well as 
benefiting their physical and mental health. 
They are our next generation of healthcare 
professionals, care workers, leaders and 
more. From primary school children to 
university students, these young St John 
volunteers are people we can all count on 
in an emergency.” •



The Grand Prior unveils St John memorial 
stone in Coventry
Article by Ian Groves

On Saturday 9 April, members of the Warwickshire and Coventry St John Priory Group welcomed 
HRH The Duke of Gloucester, our Grand Prior, to a ceremony where he unveiled a memorial stone 
at the Mass Grave Memorial in Coventry.

The new memorial stone commemorated 
the nine St John volunteers who lost their 
lives during the 1940 and 1941 Blitz Air 
Raids in Coventry during the Second World 
War. The nine fallen are: 
• Gavin Currie
• Frederick Gatford
• David Harrison
• Alexander McArthur
• Alfred Parsons
• Ruth Prangnell
• Wilfred Charles Skinner
• Wilfred Gilbert Skinner
• Charles Woodhouse.

Present at the ceremony were the 
relatives of the deceased, who laid 

wreaths. The St John team was also joined 
by a number of dignitaries from both 
Districts. Around 40 St John volunteers 
attended along with St John’s Chancellor in 
England and the Islands, Mick Messinger, 
and Chief Commissioner, Ann Cable.

The names of the nine and their 
biographies were identified and researched 
by Priory Group Member Geraldine 
Saunders, and the details of each individual 
have been recorded in a commemorative 
booklet which was printed for the day.

Bob Carruthers, Chair of the Warwickshire 
and Coventry St John Priory Group, said: 
“We are very grateful to His Royal Highness 
for attending this weekend’s ceremony 

and helping us to commemorate the nine 
local St John members who lost their lives 
in the Coventry Blitz. It is fitting that they 
are remembered for the work that they 
carried out helping other local people 
as members of St John. We were also 
delighted to welcome a number of their 
family members and we hope they found 
the occasion one of reflection where the 
sacrifice of their relatives could properly be 
remembered.”

Following the service, the Duke met the 
family members and also the volunteers. •

HRH The Duke of Gloucester.
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Kieran Woodall honoured with Diana Award
Article by Jennifer McGrath, Internal Communications Assistant

Driffield Cadet Kieran Woodall is one of 180 young people to be honoured with the Diana Award – 
one of the highest accolades a young person can achieve for social action or humanitarian efforts.

The Diana Award was established in 
memory of Princess Diana. It’s given to 
9- to 25-year-olds across the world who go 
the extra mile in their daily lives to create 
positive change.

The award celebrates the young people 
who inspire their generation to serve 
their communities through campaigning, 
volunteering, or fundraising and is 
considered one of the most prestigious 
awards that a young person can achieve for 
humanitarian work.

Kieran joined St John as a Cadet in 
Driffield and has since volunteered 
over 800 hours in his local COVID-19 
vaccination centre - the most by 

an under-18 in the country! Kieran 
volunteered his time in the recovery 
area, enabling tens of thousands of 
people to have their vaccinations in a safe 
environment. 

Kieran volunteered with St John due 
to his urge to make his District as safe a 
place as possible for everyone, particularly 
the vulnerable and elderly people in his 
community. He is also trained as a ‘buddy’ 
within St John, which means he can mentor 
new young people and adults in the 
organisation. 

Congratulations to Kieran for this 
fantastic achievement! •

Kieran Woodall.

Lord-Lieutenant’s Certificate of Meritorious Service 
Article by Anthony Duggan OBE OStJ, St John Priory Group Chair and County President Bedfordshire

Mrs Helen Nellis CStJ, Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire presented certificates for Meritorious 
Service to two senior St John first aiders, Steven Crome MStJ and Steve Wilson MStJ, both from the 
Bunyan Unit in Bedford.

During the pandemic, Steven Crome was an Emergency 
Ambulance crew member volunteering to do at least four shifts 
a week to support the NHS. He gave more than 1,000 hours of his 

time working some 14 hours on shift when required. Within the 
local community Steven is a First Responder and can always be 
called upon for assistance. He also volunteers for the big events 
such as the Bedford River Festival, Bedford Park Concerts and civic 
duties. 

Steve Wilson has qualified in Advanced First Aid, Cycle Response, 
Patient Transfers and a trainer within the Bunyan Unit. He has also 
undertaken duties throughout the East of England. At the height 
of the pandemic, he became a Vaccination Volunteer Lead and 
took an active part at vaccination centres, not just managing but 
vaccinating and training other volunteers to become vaccinators. 
With his extensive knowledge of London, Steve trained as a 
patient transfer driver. He also gave more than 1,000 hours of his 
time in volunteering.

The Lord-Lieutenant told me: “The citations for your St John 
volunteers were simply awe-inspiring and I was delighted to be 
able to award them this honour.” •

Left to Right: Elaine Tompkins, Bunyan Unit Manager, Anthony Duggan, St John Priory 
Group Chair and County President, Steve Wilson, Mrs Helen Nellis, HM Lord-Lieutenant 
of Bedfordshire, Steven Crome, Cadet Sergeant Cameron Moore, Lord-Lieutenant’s  
St John Cadet.



BUILDINGS GO GREEN
FOR ST JOHN
Article by Robyn Carlson, Community Fundraising Development Manager and Ian Groves

To celebrate St John’s Day on 24 June, buildings across England once again lit up green to say 
thank you to our volunteers. Here are a few images from that evening.

Hull City Hall. Credit: Neil Spencer. Rochester Cathedral. Credit: Linda Munton.

Russell Halls Hospital, Dudley. Credit: Peter Reavey.Fulwell Mill. Credit: Jo Plumb.



Tower 42. Credit: Peter Reavey.Hull Minster. Credit: Neil Spencer.

Northern Spire Bridge. Credit: Jo Plumb.

Marble Arch. Credit: Peter Reavey.Wollaton Hall. Credit: Linda Munton.



Luke Tester is first Platinum Champion
Article by Dave Shuttleworth, Strategic Communications Manager

At the end of May, volunteer Dr Luke Tester was revealed as the first Platinum Champion Award 
winner. Viewers of the BBC’s The One Show saw 27-year-old Luke surprised by family, friends, 
fellow St John volunteers, and presenter Matt Allwright. 

Luke, who now lives and works in Brighton, began volunteering 

with St John as a Cadet in Buckinghamshire. He continued 
volunteering throughout medical training in Exeter and Cornwall, 
and now juggles his time between a busy hospital Emergency 
Department and his work for good causes. 

“This award has come as an enormous surprise and is a huge 
privilege,” said Luke. 

“I wouldn’t be the person that I am without the opportunities 
that volunteering has given me, and I’m hugely grateful for those 
who continue to support and inspire me in my volunteering. It’s an 
honour to have been recognised like this.” 

The Platinum Champion Awards were launched by the Royal 
Voluntary Service, in honour of their Patron, Her Majesty The 

Queen, and the great example she has set in her 70 years of 
service. 

In partnership with The Big Jubilee Lunch, the awards are an 
official Jubilee project to celebrate outstanding volunteers across 
the country who are making a difference every day. 

RVS President, HRH The Duchess of Cornwall, said: “The Platinum 
Champions Awards have given us the opportunity to celebrate 
the remarkable contribution of all volunteers, who truly are the 
backbone of our country. Congratulations to all our Platinum 
Champions – and my heartfelt thanks to you and to the millions 
of volunteers across the UK who give their time and talents so 
generously.”  

Thousands of people aged from 16 to 101 from all over the UK 
and supporting a range of causes were nominated and from these 
nominations, 490 volunteers were hand-picked by a judging panel 
presided over by The Duchess of Cornwall, and crowned Platinum 
Champions. 

All 490 Platinum Champions receive a specially designed pin 
and a signed certificate from HRH The Duchess of Cornwall. 

The 70 most outstanding volunteers, including our very own Dr 
Luke Tester, were also invited to celebrate at a special edition of 
The Big Jubilee Lunch in London on Sunday 5 June.

Congratulations also to Simon Duncan (Hemel Hempstead 
unit and the St John Priory Group in Hertfordshire) and to 
Alan Cartz (Rickmansworth and Chorleywood unit) on their 
Platinum Champions Award from the RVS in recognition of their 
volunteering contribution to the community. •

Dr Luke Tester.

The Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2022
Article by Ian Groves

The following St John volunteers were named in the The Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2022.

Member of the Most Excellent Order of the  
British Empire (MBE)
- Roy Anthony JARRATT OStJ

British Empire Medal (BEM)
- Geoffrey George CLARK CStJ
- Sheila Anne COOPER MStJ

Congratulations to them all on this well-deserved 
recognition. •



One of the faces of the Ask Me campaign 
receives a Police award for bravery
Article by Ellie Meakin, Media Manager

Lynne Richards, a volunteer and face of our Ask Me campaign, has been awarded a special 
commendation at a West Mercia Police awards ceremony for who saving the life of a man involved 
in a serious road traffic collision. 

On Wednesday 25 May, Police Chief 
Constable Pippa Mills presented Lynne 
Richards the ‘Resuscitation Certificate of 
The Society’ award for her bravery.  

The prestigious Royal Humane Society 
award is given to those who respond 
quickly during an emergency and use their 
first aid skills to help save a life. 

Back in March 2021, Lynne was in a 
taxi on her way into Telford’s town centre 
when she witnessed a van ploughing into 
a wall. She quickly realised something 
was wrong and calmly took control of the 
situation and started battling to save the 
driver Steven Shorter’s life.  

Lynne explains: “The driver’s side was 
wedged against the wall, so I climbed into 
the van on the passenger side, shouting 
at a woman passer-by to call 999. An air 
bag on the passenger’s side had inflated 
and was glowing orange and smouldering. 
Someone was shouting at me that I needed 
to get out of the van in case the air bag 
burst into flames.

“The man was breathing, and I didn’t 
want to move him initially in case he had 
neck and spinal injuries. But then I realised 
he was not breathing normally, and he 
subsequently lost consciousness, so I knew 
I had to get him out. I told myself out loud 
that it was a case of life over limb.”  

Lynne called on a passing cyclist to help 
her get Steven out of the van and lie him 
on the pavement.

“At that point it was obvious he’d 
stopped breathing so I unzipped his jacket 
and started chest compressions. A town 
centre security guard arrived, so I asked 
him to radio for a defibrillator.”  

Lynne continued cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation while the guard used the 
defibrillator to deliver shocks to Steven’s 

heart until paramedics and police officers 
arrived at the scene. After two shocks 
were delivered, Steven thankfully regained 
consciousness and was taken to hospital, 
where he made a full recovery. 

The police officer Lucy Jones, who 
responded to the scene with Lynne, also 
received the special award on Wednesday.  

Telford local policing commander, 
Superintendent James Dunn, commented: 
“St John Ambulance provides an incredibly 
valuable service in support of us as police, 
and the wider emergency services, and 
we welcome their hard work and the hard 
work of all of those who volunteer to help 
keep our communities safer, including our 
own special constables. 

“Lynne’s quick thinking and life-saving 
actions in March of last year are very 
deserving of a RHS award, and we are 
pleased to be able to recognise her in this 
way. Congratulations to Lynne again.” 

On receiving the award Lynne said: “I feel 
so proud to be recognised in this way. It is 
a wonderful feeling knowing I was able to 
use all my skills to help save Steven’s life. 
But anyone can do what I did that day. I 
would urge everyone to learn a life saving 
skill like CPR – or basic first aid. You never 
know when you may need it.” 

Lynne has since been reunited with 
Steven, which gave him a chance to thank 
Lynne in person for everything she did that 
day. 

Steven said: “I owe my life to her. I don’t 
remember anything about what happened, 
and I have no memory of Lynne, but I’ll 
always be grateful to her and for the fact 
that she had those skills which meant she 
knew exactly what to do when it mattered 
most.” •Lynne Richards with her Royal Humane Society award.



Thousands of volunteers supported HM 
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations
Article by Ellie Meakin, Media Manager

Almost 1,000 St John volunteers supported the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations in London, 
with thousands more keeping people safe at events across the country.

St John was the main medical 
provider for events in the 
capital, which hundreds of 
thousands of members of the 
public enjoyed over the bumper 
four-day bank holiday weekend.

In London, volunteers – 
including 100 St John Cadets, 
the youngest aged 13 – worked 
throughout the festivities. 
St John provided healthcare 
professionals, ambulance crews, cycle responders, control room 
volunteers and over 500 first aiders.

St John Ambulance’s Director of Health and Volunteer 
Operations, Craig Harman, said: “We’re extremely proud of all 
our dedicated volunteers who will be working incredibly hard to 
support the Jubilee events this week – as well as all the teams who 
have been carefully planning behind the scenes to help make this 
happen.

“This year is a special one for St John. Not only are we 
celebrating our charity’s Sovereign Head, Her Majesty The Queen’s 
incredible milestone, but it also marks the centenary of our Cadet 

programme, which is extremely 
fitting given all the support 
our inspiring young people are 
providing the public across this 
four-day weekend.

“We hope everyone attending 
the events in London, or in 
their local communities, enjoy 
themselves.”

The events St John supported 
across London included 

Trooping the Colour (2 June), Service of Thanksgiving (3 June), 
Platinum Party at the Palace (4 June), and the Platinum Jubilee 
Pageant (5 June).

In addition, thousands of St John volunteers supported 
communities at over 400 events across the country, including 
a concert at Plymouth Pavilions, Rugby in Leicester, the Epsom 
Derby and Gloucester Tall Ships, to name a few. •

The Medical Response Team in London.

Supporting The Killers at Emirates Stadium. Some of the team at the Jubilee celebrations.



Lifting of travel restrictions means visitors get 
to Jerusalem
Article by Paul Herbage MBE KStJ DL, Priory Hospitaller 

After almost two years during which the St John Eye Hospital Group (SJEHG) had been unable to 
welcome overseas visitors, this spring and summer has seen a welcome return with groups from 
the United States Priory, the Johanniter from Germany, and the Fellowship from England. Others 
planning to go include members from Australia, from the Masonic Knights Templar, and there will 
be a full meeting of the Board at the Jerusalem hospital including an investiture in September. 

Of particular note to Priory News readers 
was the visit by a St John Fellowship Group, 
led by Brig. John Hemsley, in May. The 
Group were welcomed and given a short 
introduction to the current work of the 
hospital by CEO Dr Ahmad Ma’ali before 
being divided into groups for a brief tour 
of wards and departments. A buffet lunch 
followed in the beautifully kept hospital 
gardens at which the visitors were joined 
by senior staff and a number of individual 
staff who were proudly displaying the 
county name of those English counties 
that had previously sponsored them. In the 
afternoon the Group were transported to 
the old City to visit the Muristan, the site 
of the original 11th Century Order Hospital 
where a nurse led walk-in ophthalmic clinic 
operates in the mornings and adjacent 
to which is a tranquil memorial garden. 
Staff were warmly greeted by Marlene 
Katanasho the nurse practitioner in charge 
who was proud of the regular contact she 
still receives from the Norfolk St John Priory 
Group. 

Immediately following the Fellowship 
visit my wife Rosemary and I were 
privileged to be able to stay for five more 
days to see in greater detail the work of 
the hospital today. This visit, the first since 
I was appointed Priory Hospitaller in June 
2020, was crucial to my ambassadorial role. 
Hopefully I can speak with more authority 
on how the Group operates today. The 
immediate difference from what I saw 
previously in 1980 was that all the staff are 
now locally employed, a decision having 
been taken some years ago that this 
was the most appropriate arrangement 
rather than relying upon short term ex-
pat attachments from different Priories 
for most medical roles and other senior 

appointments. 
Our visit included an opportunity 

to visit all departments including the 
“behind the scenes” ones like the kitchen, 
laundry, maintenance and admin and 
finance teams, and to speak with staff 
to understand some of the challenges 
they face. Particular credit, must go 
the Peter Khoury and his colleagues in 
finance who have to produce the Group’s 
Annual Accounts in three different 
ways so as to comply with the financial 
reporting regulations of three different 
administrations – Israeli, Palestinian 
Authority, and the UK Charity Commission.

Our visits to clinical areas included half a 
day in the three operating theatres seeing 
the complex work being undertaken by 
the Group’s highly skilled surgeons with 
state-of-the-art equipment which is why 
the hospital group enjoys such a high 
reputation. Shortly after our visit the 
hospital received its reassessment visit by 
the US Joint Commission International who 
give quality ratings to hospitals worldwide 
following very thorough inspections and 
review of its policies and procedures. It 
is pleasing to note that the Jerusalem 
Hospital was reaccredited for the third time 
but on this occasion with the very highest 
ranking. Well done to all involved.

Also during our visit we were able to 
join an outreach team for an hour-long 
journey to a small village in the north of 
the Palestinian Authority where the staff 
established a walk-in clinic and saw some 
60 patients in just over three hours, most of 
whom had an initial assessment by a nurse 
practitioner before they were examined by 
a doctor using a slit-lamp, which has to set 
up and taken down at the beginning and 
end of the session. 

Although our application to visit the 
Gaza Hospital was turned down by the 
Israeli Authorities (currently very few 
permits for entry and exit are being 
granted), we were able to visit the Anabta 
Clinic. Established in 2007, on two floors 
of a Red Crescent building in this northern 
Palestine town, it sees around 15,000 
patients annually, providing a full range of 
outpatient ophthalmic services and some 
laser treatments. A number of the patients 
who had been seen by the outreach team 
had been referred to Anabta for treatment. 
The absence of a full operating theatre 
means that patients requiring surgery 
do need to go to Jerusalem. This isn’t 
as straightforward as it seems not only 
because of the limited public transport 
availability but also the need for permits 
to leave the Palestinian Authority area to 
get into Jerusalem which is located on the 
other side of the separation wall.

As an indication of some of the 
difficulties faced by patients trying to 
access essential treatment, we met one 
child’s father who had been waiting for 
nine months for a permit to leave Gaza 
to travel to Jerusalem with his son who 
require complex surgery to save his sight. 
The boy was going to be kept in Jerusalem 
as an inpatient for around ten days so there 
would be a suitable gap between the two 
operations he required. 

Overall, we came away with a great sense 
of pride for the sheer dedication and high 
standards of the staff who work for the 
Group in delivering top quality eye care in a 
really challenging environment. The Order 
really can be proud of what this foundation 
achieves now and has done for 140 years. 
Our sincere thanks go to all staff who made 
us so welcome. •



Suffolk Cadets in trio of Jubilee Events
Article by Tony Curd CStJ, Communications and Media Volunteer - Suffolk

Cadets from across Suffolk had the honour of participating in three events to celebrate Her 
Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

As reported on page 9, our volunteers 
were out in force for the Suffolk Show. In 
the week of The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations, a contingent of St John 
volunteers, including Cadets and Badgers, 
was invited to take part in the parade in the 
Grand Ring, which concluded the final day 
of the Show. The salute was taken by HM 
Lord-Lieutenant for Suffolk, Clare, Countess 
of Euston.  

A few days later, St John Cadets and 
Badgers joined with other voluntary 
organisations and armed forces’ 
contingents for a civic parade in Ipswich. 
Afterwards they posed on the steps of 
Ipswich Town Hall with Lt. Col. Anthony 
Fairbanks Weston, Deputy Lord-Lieutenant 

and Honorary Colonel of the Suffolk Army 
Cadet Force, who took the salute.

The final event was a service of 
thanksgiving at St Edmundsbury Cathedral 

in Bury St Edmunds. Robert Fiddy, Gina 
Hughes, Daniel Haddock (Deputy Cadet 
of the Year for Suffolk), Grace Ellis (Cadet 
of the Year for Suffolk) and Finlay Hughes 
(Badger of the Year for Suffolk) represented 
St John.

Laura Wallace, Suffolk County President, 
who also attended these events, said: 
“The turnout of our young people was 
absolutely magnificent.  I was very proud to 
be present and congratulate our volunteers 
on their dedication and for being such 
positive role models for other young 
people.” •

L to R, Robert Fiddy, Finlay Hughes, Daniel Haddock, Grace Ellis and Gina Hughes after the Service at 
St Edmunsdbury Cathedral.

Suffolk youth representatives at Ipswich Town Hall with Lt. Col. Anthony 
Fairbanks Weston DL,CStJ,TD.
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Area Manager Philip Davy Leads the St John Contingent 
at the parade at the Suffolk Show to mark the Queen’s 
platinum jubilee.
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Being inaugurated as the West Midlands 
High Sheriff Cadet
Article by Pavan Johal, West Midlands High Sheriff Cadet 2022-23

From start to finish, I found the whole experience of the High Sheriff’s inauguration to be very 
exciting and exhilarating. It was a privilege and honour to experience such a prestigious event. 
The atmosphere was friendly, lively and very relaxed at The Grand Hotel after the formality of 
the inauguration of the High Sheriff himself at St Phillip’s Cathedral. It was a great opportunity 
that I thoroughly enjoyed as I met new people alongside High Sheriff David Moorcroft OBE and 
his family. I also met many Councillors, Mayors and other dignitaries. I spent time speaking with 
David’s family, Ian Reid and Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh amongst other businesspeople.

Going in I was very nervous, but 
entering the Cathedral alongside David 
and other dignitaries reminded me of the 
importance of that moment. I realised that 
I was about to be awarded the greatest 
honour of my life, where I would be given 
the ability to serve my community in 
every way that I could. The emotions I felt 
when receiving my High Sheriff Cadet 
medal were indescribable, but if I had to 
try and explain it, I’d say it was a mixture 
of pride, happiness and relief. Pride in 
my achievements that led me to this 
prestigious position, happiness because I 
could see the proud looks of my parents in 
the crowd and relief that my hard work had 
paid off. 

I did feel nervous once I arrived with 
my parents at the Grand Hotel but 
was immediately put at ease by Diana 
Crabtree’s friendly hospitality. The event 
protocol was explained prior to the 
inauguration at the hotel, and this also 
helped my confidence as I knew what 
to expect in such new surroundings 
amongst people I didn’t really know. The 

inauguration went very smoothly and I felt 
honoured to have been part of the whole 
event. I felt it was all very well organised 
and having my parents around was very 
helpful on a personal level. They have been 
very supportive of me within my role of 
High Sheriff Cadet. 

My aspirations for the coming year are 
to be able to attend events to support 
David during his tenure as High Sheriff 

whilst representing St John Ambulance. 
I’d also like to support the community by 
speaking about first aid and helping inform 
the public about protocol to follow in times 
of emergency. Finally I’d like to support 
David in his mission to make a contribution 
during the year of the Commonwealth 
Games and improve diversity and 
inclusivity amongst the local population.

I would encourage anyone who is in the 
position to, to compete for the Cadet of the 
Year and High Sheriff Cadet. I believe it’s an 
amazing opportunity to grow and develop 
your skills & knowledge as a young person. 
You have opportunities to meet new 
people and make connections whilst doing 
what you enjoy most. •

Pavan and the HIgh Sheriff.



Rebecca hands over to Cameron as 
West Midlands Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet
Article by Rebecca Edwards and Cameron Wood

The recent investiture of the new West Midlands Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet saw Cameron Wood take 
over from Rebecca Edwards in this prestigious role. Both have written about their experiences as 
Cadet and on the day of the investiture.

Rebecca said: 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my term as a Lord-Lieutenant’s 

Cadet (LLC) and it has been an honour to represent St John 
Ambulance whilst in the role. I have attended a number of events 
during the year, including the British Empire Medal ceremony, 
MBE presentations and Remembrance Service, but a particularly 
special one was when His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester 
attended to lay a wreath at a new memorial to St John Ambulance 
volunteers killed in The Coventry Blitz. Not only has my term 
provided a fascinating insight into the role of the West Midlands 
Lieutenancy and the work carried out in representing Her Majesty 
but it has been inspiring to hear the many incredible stories of 
people within our community. 

The Investiture ceremony at beautiful Highbury Hall was a 
wonderful way to end my term, particularly as we were unable to 
be face to face for the ceremony last year. It was lovely to see the 
other LLCs that I have made friends with over the year and join 
them to share each of our individual experiences from the role 
with the assembled guests. I have personally gained such a lot 
from the experience and enjoyed being able to thank everyone 

properly, particularly the Lord-Lieutenant, Mr John Crabtree, 
himself. The incoming LLC cadets all had very impressive and 
inspiring citations and I wish them all an amazing year, particularly 
Cameron. I’m very much looking forward to following his progress 
in what should be an incredible year. 

Cameron said:
I felt honoured and proud to represent St John as incoming 

Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet in 2022.
I was extremely nervous of what the evening held and what 

was expected from me. The venue was very grand and when I met 
some of the other new incoming LL cadets from other services, I 
felt overwhelmed at their overall attire.

The citation readings were very complimentary, and all seemed 
to have very grand titles. However, having Rebecca and Paul in my 
corner along with Diana I soon started to relax. Rebecca and all 
of the outgoing cadets reassured me my initial fears were normal 
at this stage and I went on to thoroughly enjoy the evening and 
hope to continue the great work Rebecca has started.

What a year it’s going to be. I am really looking forward to 
be representing St John as LL Cadet in the Queens Platinum 
Jubilee, Celebrating 100 years of St John Cadets, attending the 
Commonwealth Games, and celebrating 100 years of my unit to 
name a few along with any other duties asked of me. I am working 
alongside Rebecca on The District Youth Forum and Young 
Responders. Again, what a year to do it with it being the Year of 
Youth.

I endeavour to get as much out of this year as I can and look 
forward to seeing what lies ahead. •

Rebecca Edwards, the Lord-Lieutenant and Cameron Wood.



Mayor attends the St John West Midlands 
Service of Celebration
Article by Paul Bytheway, Char, West Midlands St John Priory Group

On Sunday 12 June, The Mayor of Solihull, Councillor Ken Meeson, attended the St John West 
Midlands Service of Celebration, where he met with members of the St John Priory Group. The 
event was a traditional church service held to celebrate both the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty 
the Queen and our ‘100 Years of Youth’.

St John Ambulance has a long and proud 
history of serving the people of Solihull 
which is why we chose to hold the service 
at St Alphege’s church.

The Mayor said: “I thoroughly enjoyed 
meeting the St John Priory Group who do 
such good work for the West Midlands. It 
was a great occasion to come together to 
mark the Queen’s Jubilee as well as the 100 
years that St John Ambulance has worked 
with young people.

“St John Ambulance is doing a great 
service in supporting the young people 
through their youth programme, equipping 
them with valuable skills including first aid, 

as well as helping them do a lot of good in 
the community. 

“I hope to see the youth programme 
continue to develop and be successful for 
another 100 years after this.”

The service was also attended by the 
High Sheriff of the West Midlands, the Vice-
Chancellor and a Deputy Lieutenant of the 
Order of St John as well as the Mayors of 
Dudley, Walsall, and Sandwell.

It featured reflections from St John 
volunteers who served in each decade of 
HM The Queen’s reign as well as a short 
awards ceremony to present Service 
Medals. •

Civic Guests from across the West Midlands, the Mayor and Mayoress of Solihull, a 
Deputy Lieutenant of the West Midlands, Prof Sir Nigel Thrift and his wife Lady Thrift, 
The High Sheriff of the West Midlands, David Moorcroft OBE and his wife Linda, The 
Mayor and Consort of Sandwell, the Mayor of Walsall and her granddaughter, the  
Lord-Lieutenant’s and High Sheriff’s Cadets in addition to members of the West 
Midlands St John Priory Group.

The Mayor and Mayoress of Solihull meeting one of 
our longest serving volunteers, Mrs Betty Watts; during 
the service, Betty’s reflection on serving in St John 
Ambulance during the earliest years of The Queen’s 
reign was read by one of our Cadets.

A number of uniformed members of St John Ambulance West Midlands who attended 
the Service, including two wearing vintage uniform (centre). On the right is West 
Midlands County Chaplain The Rev’d Canon Dr Mark Pryce.

Jubilee Garden Party in the Deanery Garden in York
Article by Linda Carrington, Fellowship Coordinator, North Yorkshire and Teesside

As part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations, about 
600 guests, from organisations across North Yorkshire 
and Teesside, were invited to a Garden Party in the 
Deanery Garden in York.

It was a ‘thank you’ for their efforts during the pandemic. It was hosted 
by the Lord-Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, Mrs Johanna Ropner, and the 
Archbishop of York, the Most Revd Stephen Cottrell. Entertainment was 
provided by the Band of the Yorkshire Regiment and Shepherd Group 
Youth Band. The weather was kind and afternoon tea was enjoyed by all. 
Afterwards, a number of the guests joined in Choral Evensong in York 
Minster. •

Sam Austin, District Manager, Adrian Lee, Priory Group Secretary,
Angela Tattersall, incoming County President, Philip Carrington, 
County President, and Linda Carrington, Fellowship Coordinator, 
at the Garden Party.



YOU West Midlands Launch in Birmingham
Article by Chloe Ann Manley, International Youth Ambassador

At the beginning of the April, the launch took 
place of YOU West Midlands in Birmingham, a 
partnership of uniformed youth organisations 
in the District. YOU aims to create a platform 
that supports the development of young 
people by increasing opportunities with 
visions of helping young people reach their full 
potential. 

St John Youth was represented at the event by Young People 
from the Brandwood and Kings Heath Unit as well as West 
Midlands High Sheriffs, Cadet Freya Pinnick and St John England 
International Youth Ambassador, Chloe Ann Manley.

High Sherriff’s Cadet, Freya Pinnick (third to the right), alongside the Lord-Lieutenant 
and three of the Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet Team at the Main Event Stage | International 
Youth Ambassador for the Priory of England, Chloe Ann Manley photographed at the 
Event.

The Cadets developed connections by sharing how our young 
people support the communities while out on events as well as 
how other youth programs such as Young Responders and Health 
Citizens enhance community safety and public health awareness. 

With support from youth leaders, the Cadets taught others how 
first aid saves lives, giving CPR demonstrations to senior leaders 
and other young people from other uniformed groups. 

Young People From Brandwood and Kings Heath unit giving CPR demonstrations to the 
Lord-Lieutenant.

With attendance from West Midlands pillars of the community 
including the Lord-Lieutenant, John Crabtree OBE, and Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham, Councillor Muhammad Afzal, our young 
people truly displayed the work we do as a public facing youth 
organisation.

The main stage saw inspirational speakers like young 
development focused entrepreneur Romanah Malcolm and 
CVQO Westminster Award Finalist, Joe Barton. The messages they 
shared included the impact volunteering has made to their lives, 
with insight into overcoming challenges and breaking down 
stereotypes; it is safe to say the event was a true statement of the 
achievement and development of youth in the West Midlands.

The Lord-Lieutenant of the West Midlands, John Crabtree OBE | Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham Councillor Muhammad Afzal | Inspirational Speaker Romanah Malcom | 
CVQO Westminster Award Finalist Joe Barton. 

Learn more about YOU and the youth organisations involved via 
their website or social media accounts - Instagram: @youwestmids. 
Twitter: @YOUWestMids •

Young People and Youth Leaders from Brandwood and Kings Heath Unit representing St John Ambulance and Uniformed Youth Cadet Services in Birmingham.



Keith Horsman becomes an Officer of the Order of St John
Article by Keith Schnaar CStJ, Fellowship National Deputy Secretary

On Thursday 21 April, Keith Horsman, the Fellowship National 
Secretary, was Invested as an Officer of the Order of St John, by 
the Chancellor Michael Messenger at a ceremony in the Priory 
Church.

After the ceremony, Keith invited some close St John friends to 
join him for a meal and the odd pint or two.

#AskMe partners with News UK to truly spotlight St John 
Article by Melanie Nicholas, Communication Campaigns Director

April saw the third burst of Ask Me advertising, following the hugely successful launch of the 
brand platform last year. It was designed to help recruit more people into our youth programmes, 
encourage the public to learn first aid skills and stress the need for vital donations, to support our 
life saving work.

In our Year of Youth, we teamed up 
with the giant media owner, News UK, to 
highlight the amazing achievements of St 

John’s young lifesavers. The partnership 
features brand new, real-life stories, told 
through News UK’s biggest newspapers 
(The Sun and The Times) and its wide-
reaching, commercial radio stations (Virgin, 
Talk Sport and Times Radio).

Using 10 new #Ask Me stories across 
these channels made our voice louder, 
our campaign longer and got us rubbing 
shoulders with pop stars, celebrities and 
on-air presenters to really get St John 
noticed.

The campaign kicked off in April, with 
our sponsorship of Virgin Radio’s Big Thank 
You Tour gigs, at Manchester and Wembley 
Arenas. As well as presenter shout-outs 
and advertising on Virgin weeks before the 
gigs, we received tickets, venue branding, 
celebrity endorsements, and a heartfelt 
thank you to all St John key workers. We 
were truly in the spotlight.

May and June saw six of our fantastic 
Ask Me stories being published on-line in 
The Sun (15m weekly readership) and The 
Times. Each story showcased a St John 
volunteer, delegate or patient, with an 
incredible lifesaving story to tell. These 
same stories (plus four others) were told 
across Virgin, Talk Sport and Times Radio 
stations, inviting listeners to get involved 
by visiting our website, or following the 
hashtag #AskMe.

The final piece of this partnership is our 
sponsorship of Virgin Radio’s coverage 
of the family-friendly pop and comedy 
festival, Latitude (22-24 July). Again we 
will be harnessing the incredible power 
of pop and celebrity to carry the message 
of St John’s work across the nation this 
summer. •

Atiyyah Afzal, one of the stars of the new phase of the 
Ask Me campaign.



St John Ambulance welcomes guests to Arundel Cathedral
Article by Dan May-Jones CStJ, Chair, Sussex St John Priory Group

Sunday 3 July saw the volunteers of St John Ambulance in Sussex welcome over 600 guests to 
the stunning surroundings of Arundel Cathedral for a service to give thanks for the organisation’s 
response to the global COVID pandemic.

The Lord-Lieutenant of West Sussex, 
Dame Susan Pyper, the Deputy Lieutenant 
of East Sussex, Graham Peters, the High 

Sheriffs of East and West Sussex, mayors, 
council leaders, representatives of statutory 
services, hospitals and universities, joined 
St John volunteers for a service which paid 
tribute to the response of St John people 
both in Sussex, in the UK and abroad.

Sussex volunteers were quick to 
respond when their traditional first aid 
and ambulance cover at events was 
curtailed, when the country went into 
lockdown. Quickly retraining staff to work 
as health care assistants, Sussex volunteers 
provided over 15,000 hours of voluntary 
support at the county’s hospitals, as well 
as 3,000 hours of shifts to support the 
NHS Ambulance service. And when the 
COVID vaccine was launched, St John 
Sussex trained 900 volunteer vaccinators 
at training hyper centres at the Amex 
football stadium, before deploying them to 
vaccination centres across Sussex.

The Service at Arundel Cathedral 

also saw the enrolment of the charity’s 
youngest members, the Badgers and 
Cadets, the dedication of two new front 
line ambulances that were commissioned 
during lockdown, and the installation of 
Sussex’s new County President, former 
Chief Constable Giles York DL, and new 
County Chaplain, The Rev’d Robert Beaken.

Speaking of his appointment, Giles 
said: “I am absolutely delighted to be 
joining St John Ambulance at this exciting 
time in their journey. The volunteers in 
Sussex rallied when their communities 
needed them most and it’s changed and 
strengthened the charity for ever more. 
It’s an absolute privilege to be taking 
over as the County President, a role that 
will provide me with the opportunity to 
help build on the strongest foundations 
developed during the pandemic and work 
with the fabulous St John people.” •

The congregation inside Arundel Cathedral.

St John Ambulance Cycle Challenge 2022
Article by Peter Zammitt, AFA and Dales Area Events Lead, Harrogate Unit

A rewarding and exciting adventure following the Way of the Roses from coast to coast, 
between Morecambe and Bridlington, passing through York and Lancaster as well as Settle, 
Pateley Bridge and Ripon.

The route took them through beautiful varied landscape including the Lune Valley, 
Yorkshire Dales, Nidderdale and the Yorkshire Wolds. The weather conditions were 
generally dry, but warm weather and some strong headwinds added to the challenge! 
The cyclists over the three-day period (24-26 June), with two loaded St John Ambulance 
Response Bikes, were Robbie Catton, Sophie Dey, Darin Gray, David O’Hara, Matthew 
Palframan and Peter Zammitt with Esther Lagden and Catherine Wilson driving a support 
vehicle.

When gift aid is added to the donations the £1,000 target has been exceeded! We are 
already thinking about a further Cycle Responder Challenge next year which we hope will 
build on this year’s success!. •



Jersey’s Year of Youth Exhibition
Article by Simon Blackmore, Youth Development Officer, St John Jersey

The Commandery of the Bailiwick of Jersey was fortunate to be given the opportunity by Jersey 
Heritage to hold an exhibition to mark ‘Year of Youth’ at the Museum & Art Gallery in St Helier. 

During June, visitors to the museum 
could take in a mixture of information 
panels, photos, artefacts and historic Cadet 
uniforms, all sourced from our archive. 
The exhibition was put together by Youth 
Development Officer, Simon Blackmore 
and Volunteer Archivist, Jane Allan CStJ. 

The exhibition covered the history of 
the Order of St John, St John Ambulance 
in Jersey (established in 1884), the work 
of St John in Jersey during the German 
Occupation, the role in the COVID 

pandemic, Cadets and Badgers. The 
exhibition was also featured in the local 
media. 

Simon Blackmore commented: “We are 
incredibly grateful to Jersey Heritage for 
allowing us the use of the Link Gallery for 
this exhibition to mark the Year of Youth. 
We hope our local community will gain a 
better understanding of the work of  
St John Ambulance in Jersey over the  
past 138 years.” •

Creating the next generation of life savers
Article by Helen Rogers, Youth Leader, Starbeck & Knaresborough Unit

Starbeck and Knaresborough ‘Friends in Fellowship’ are well and truly back into the swing of 
things. 

Helen Rogers and Sonia Marshall from 
Starbeck Fellowship have been teaching 
First Aid to the 23rd Harrogate Cub Pack on 
a Friday evening.

The Cubs are working towards their level 
3 badge and requested our help. By the 

middle of May they had completed three 
hours of training.

The Cubs have been waiting over two 
years to be able to do this badge, because 
of the COVID restrictions.

They were amazing, and it was lovely 

to see the next generation of lifesavers in 
action! •



St John Ambulance County Presidents
Article by EJ Ward, Communications and Media Volunteer – Greater London

“You’re never off duty” Ian Bithell OStJ, the new Greater Manchester County President, told Priory 
News. Ian is one of 2022’s new County Presidents and St John Priory Group Chairs with a raft 
of new appointments as the country moves towards living with a post-pandemic life and the 
challenges that brings.

Ian joined St John in 1987 to 
accompany his son to the local 
Cadet unit. He also said he wanted 
to “make my mother proud” as she 
was the Cadet officer in 1934.

Looking back on his long St John 
career, Ian said there is “no greater 
reward than to meet up with the 
people that you have helped bring 
back to life.”

Angela Tattersall CstJ, the new 
County President for North Yorks 
and Teeside, told Priory News she 

was looking forward to the “challenges and amazing opportunities 
my new role will bring” and all the new people she will meet.

Angela has been a St John volunteer for over 46 years starting 
out in her local unit and then moving through a range of roles 
including being involved with the Organ Donor Awards.

Giles York was appointed the County President for Sussex.
He is no stranger to life in uniform having previously served in 

three police forces and ending his time as the Chief Constable of 
Sussex Police.

He is also the Deputy Lieutenant for East Sussex and divides his 
time between his charity work and his family.

Chief President Carole Lawrence-Parr said: “I am absolutely 
delighted to welcome our new Presidents to the team and very much 
look forward to working with them.  My sincere thanks go to the Mr 
John Davis, Mrs Caroline Lucas and Rev’d Philip Carrington, who have 
all stood down from their role as County President. I really appreciated 
their commitment, hard work, achievements and their support to me. 
It was a privilege to work with them all.”

Five new Priory Group Chairs have also been appointed 
Ian MacQueen joined St John Ambulance in 2010 as Treasurer 

for Devon County Priory Group. Prior to joining St John as a 
volunteer Ian has spent his entire career in the retail industry, 
retiring in 2009. Ian is married with a son and daughter and two 
grandchildren as well as two very vociferous terriers that enjoy 
being walked on Dartmoor

Kevin Ellard is the new Chair of the Lancashire Priory Group, 
succeeding Iain Robertson who was the founding chair. Formerly 
the Deputy Chair, Kevin has been involved with St John since 

2013. There is a family connection, as Kevin’s father was a St John 
Ambulanceman.

Kevin was the Chairman of Lancashire County Council and he 
helped to lead the first organ donor awards, held in the  County 
Hall. 

The new Chair for the Greater Manchester Priory Group, 
Roy Johnson, joined St John as a cadet moving up the ranks 
to Assistant Commissioner for Operations.  In 2002 Roy was 
employed by St John Ambulance at the Commonwealth Games 
coordinator and project managed the event

He told Priory News he is looking forward to meeting St John 
volunteers. “Service not self,” Roy said, adding it was an honour to 
hold the role.

Phil Hadfield was appointed 
Chair of the Cheshire Priory Group, 
and has pledged to “put Cheshire 
St John on the map as a flagship 
model.” Outside of St John, Phil, 
works within the police service 
and has spent 46 years in the cadet 
forces. Currently he is the National 
First Aid Advisor for the Combined 
Cadet Force (RAF) Air Cadets.

Jack Kanani is the new Chair 
of the Dorset Priory Group. Jack 
transferred into St John from the 
British Red Cross in 2019 as an 
Event First Aider. He had time 
to settle into the Plymouth Unit 
and do some events before the 

pandemic happened when he instantly volunteered to become 
a Vaccinator as well as the Vaccination Volunteer Lead (VVL) for 
Plymouth.

Jack told Priory News these experiences were hugely rewarding 
for him personally and opened the door to becoming an MSc 
Adult Nursing student due to the recognition of prior learning 
(RPL) of all of his voluntary work with St John. •

Angela Tattersall. Ian MacQueen. Kevin Ellard.

Ian Bithell.

Roy Johnson.

Phil Hadfield.



A combined Organ Donation Awards Ceremony 
at Ely Cathedral
Article by Ian Groves and Ivan Palmer MBE KStJ, Cambridgeshire St John Priory Group

A combined ceremony at Ely Cathedral involving the Priory Groups in Cambridgeshire, Norfolk 
and Suffolk honoured the families of people on the organ donor register who had help others to 
live after their own passing.

The Order of St John Organ Donation Ceremony at Ely on 11 
May, in partnership with NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT), 
mirrored that at St Albans Abbey (see page 8) by being a three-
county ceremony, meaning that all six counties in the East of 

England could present certificates and awards to a large number 
of families who had had to wait for their ceremonies due to the 
COVID pandemic. The backlog of family presentations had resulted 
in numbers being too large to respectfully mount them in the 
Counties.

Family numbers selected for the moving ceremony in Ely were 
48 with an expected attendance of 144 people which, when added 
to NHSBT and St John attendees resulted in a gathering of around 
200 people.

The Dean of Ely agreed on behalf of the Bishop as venue host, 
to lead this non-religious presentation and Lord-Lieutenants from 
Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire played an active part with 
Julie Spence OBE CStJ DL (Lord-Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire) 
taking the senior role.

Following presentations light refreshments were made available 
in the Lady Chapel together with an opportunity for conversations 
between families and additional photographs.

This is viewed as a one-off event, with a return to county-based 
presentations later this year in October. •

Ely Cathedral Organ Donation Awards ceremony.

Greater London Organ Donor Awards Ceremonies
Article by Michael Lambell MBE CStJ JP, County Vice Present, Greater London

The Order of St John and NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) held Order of St John Award for 
Organ Donation Ceremonies at the St John Priory Church in Clerkenwell followed by a reception in 
the Chapter Hall at St John’s Gate on 13 and 27 April 2022.

Sir Kenneth Olisa OBE CStJ, Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant for 
Greater London, and Paul Herbage MBE CStJ DL, Priory Hospitaller, 
presented 63 posthumous awards to 222 family members, 
showing  compassion and understanding at these moving 
ceremonies.

Chair of the Greater London St John Priory Group, Col. Ray 
Wilkinson QVRM TD DL VR, presided over the ceremonies, a day for 
the families to reflect upon and remember the loss of their loved 
ones and the life and hope they gave to others. •



Young St John volunteers celebrated at 
ceremony in Market Drayton
Article by Teresa Tanner, Unit Manager, Market Drayton, and Ian Groves

On Sunday 3 July, the Market Drayton unit held a Presentation and Enrolment ceremony for 
Badgers and Cadets.

The service was held with kind 
permission of Rev Mark Lawrence in Market 
Drayton Methodist Church, who also 
offered their live band.

Guests included the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Market Drayton, Councillor and Mrs Mark 
Whittle, Deputy Lieutenant Martin Stevens, 
President of Market Drayton Rotary Paul 
Tanner, St John County Priory Group 
member Nichola Peers, County President 
Kate Ware, Area Manager Chris Reynolds 
together with his wife, Deputy District 
Manager Clare Crook, and District Youth 
Officer Andrew Anthony.

At the event there were almost 40 
young people and their family and friends 
present. 12 Badgers and nine Cadets were 
enrolled and Certificates for Caring Badger 
and Event Services for Cadets were also 
presented. 

Special Awards were presented to Lacey 
and Olivia who were awarded their Bronze 

Paw and Isabelle was awarded her Silver 
Stage Award.

The highlight of the afternoon was the 
presentation of two Grand Prior Awards, 
one of the highest awards a Cadet can 
gain. These were awarded to two sisters, 
Amy and Hannah, who moved during the 
lockdown from Market Drayton but who 
continued their Cadet meetings online and 
were able to finish the award.

The unit, which meets in the Mencap 
Building in Market Drayton, has grown 

considerably in the last four years. The 
original Cadet unit folded quite a few 
years ago as leaders retired. Unit Manager, 
Teresa Tanner, a long-serving volunteer 
with almost 50 years of service to her 
name, rescued what was an adult-only 
unit, and started the Cadets with just 10 
young volunteers. They grew steadily after 
that and in March 2020 they launched the 
Badgers, just before the country went into 
lockdown, so the Badgers met virtually as 
did the Cadets. The unit was chosen as a 
‘COVID Pilot unit’ when it was decided that 
youth could restart. 

This year in the Year of Youth for St John 
(Cadets are 100 years old and Badgers 
35 years old in 2022) the unit now has 
24 Badgers, 35 Cadets and eight adult 
members

Teresa was presented with some flowers 
from her youth leaders, but said that 
managing the unit was a team effort. •

Badgers with their awards. Cadets with their awards.
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Amy and Hannah with their Grand Prior Awards. Teresa Tanner with the Youth Leaders.
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Market Drayton ceremony.
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A Director’s Commendation for James
Article by Ian Groves

Vaccination volunteer James Ashworth has proved very effectively that being in the right place, at 
the right time, with first aid training can truly save lives.

For his quick thinking and actions one Sunday in December 
2021 when he came to the aid of retired dairy farmer, Bill Gosling, 
James was recently awarded a Director’s Commendation at a 
private ceremony by Wiltshire District Manager Bob Sanderson 
and County President Tim Purdon.

Bill, who was 73 at the time and is a very keen and experienced 
cyclist, was out for his regular 70-mile weekend ride, accompanied 
by a friend from the neighbouring village to his. 

After parting from his friend at the end of the ride, Bill cycled up 
a steep hill between the villages and collapsed with a heart attack 
and subsequent cardiac arrest.  The heart attack was brought on 
because of a blocked Left Descending Artery which ruptured.

Bill has no recollection of the event, of James’s presence, of an 
ambulance trip to hospital, or of his stay in hospital – a common 
occurrence reported by heart patients. His next memory was of 
recovering back at home following an operation to place a stent in 

his artery. He was told, however, that James arrived to find a crowd 
surrounding him and immediately stepped in, explaining that he 
was a first aider. He took over the situation and delivered CPR for 
eight or nine minutes while awaiting an ambulance. The crew then 
took charge and relayed Bill to hospital.

The story has a very happy ending. Bill is fully recovered and 
is back to his 70-mile cycle rides each weekend. He has also had 
a chance to travel to the Dolomites since his incident. He said: 
“At the time James stopped to assist I had no pulse and was not 
breathing. He truly saved my life with his CPR skills. I was very 
fortunate that James arrived when he did and knew what he had 
to do. Words cannot express how grateful I am to him.”

Following his incident, Bill has made a very generous donation 
of £200 to St John, for which the charity is most appreciative. •

L-R: Bob Sanderson, Joan Gosling, Bill Gosling, James Ashworth and Tim Purdon.



Our regular round-up of images from earlier decades reflecting the world of St John

Memory corner

St John’s Day in past decades
Article by Ian Groves

The Museum has located several images of past St John’s Days which you might find of interest 
for this issue of Priory News. Thanks to Curator Sarah Wilkinson and her team for gathering these 
photographs together.
All photos on this page credit: Museum of the Order of St John.

St John’s Day 1924.

St John’s Day 1929-34.

St John’s Day 1928. The Bishop of Gibraltar.

St John’s Day 1956. St Paul’s Cathedral. 
Nursing Cadets arriving for the service.

St John’s Day 22 June 1968. Mansion 
House. Lord Wakehurst addressing  
the Assembly.

St John’s Day 27 June 1964. St Paul’s 
Cathedral. The Lord Prior reads the Lesson.

St John’s Day 1925. Sir Percival Wilkinson 
and other Knights.

St John’s Day 1946.St John’s Day 1928. The Chaplains of  
the Order.



The first photo was taken at Missenden Abbey Adult Education Centre, Buckinghamshire, in October 1969, to celebrate 21 years of 
nursing weekends spent there.

In the front of the picture are Sir Henry Floyd, Lord-Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire, Mr Watkin Williams, Mrs Boothman and Lady 
Carneys, along with other dignitaries.

Photos submitted by Valerie Young, Fellowship Deputy Regional Rep - Region 6

The second picture is Bedgrove Cadets’ First Inspection in 1976. The third photograph is of HRH Princess Anne opening 
the new stable block at Green Park Youth Training Centre, 
Buckinghamshire, for The Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977.

Memory corner - Buckinghamshire



Admissions and promotions
Her Majesty the Queen, the Sovereign Head of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of  
St John of Jerusalem, has been graciously pleased to sanction the following admissions to, and 
promotions in, the Order of St John with effect from 14 April 2022, the date of The Queen’s Sign 
Manual:
For appointment to Grade I  
(Bailiff or Dame Grand Cross)
Sophie Helen, Her Royal Highness The
Countess of WESSEX, GCVO DStJ CD
 For services as Grand President of St John 

Ambulance in England and the Islands.

For appointment to Grade II  
(Knight or Dame)
Lynford BRUNT, CStJ JP
 For services as former County 

Commissioner for Norfolk, to young 
people and human resources in East 
Region, and as a Member of Priory 
Chapter. (Norfolk)

For appointment to Grade III 
(Commander)
Keith Lewis ALLEN, OStJ
 For services to the St John charity shops in 

East Region. (Essex)
Edward William GILLESPIE, OBE
 For support to St John as Her Majesty’s 

Lord- Lieutenant of Gloucestershire.  
(St John’s Gate)

Edward Mortimer HARLEY, OBE
 For support to St John as Her Majesty’s 

Lord- Lieutenant of Herefordshire.  
(St John’s Gate)

Dr Geoffrey Peter KITTLE, OStJ
 For services as former County Commander 

for Essex, and to clinical development and 
mental health in East Region. (Essex)

For appointment to Grade IV (Officer)
Mark Joseph ADHEN, MStJ
 For services as a District Manager in 

London & South Region, and to the 
COVID-19 pandemic response.  
(Greater London)

Jane Annabelle BOYES, MBE MStJ DL
 For services as chair of the Hampshire 

Priory Group. (St John’s Gate)

Margaret Helen CROMACK, MStJ
 For service to young people and 

adventure training, and to the St John 
Fellowship in North Region.  
(South & West Yorkshire)

Julie Lynn FOULGER, MStJ
 For services to young people in East 

Region. (Suffolk)
Colin Vincent HACKETT, MStJ
 For services as an Area Manager in North 

Region. (Humber)
Dr Alan Coates KLOTTRUP, MBE MStJ
 For services to the St John Fellowship in 

Durham. (County Durham)
Christopher James LEVIS, MStJ
 For services as a District Manager in East 

Region, and to the COVID-19 pandemic 
response. (Norfolk)

Steven John LIGGINS, MStJ
 For services as National Youth Event 

Advisor. (National Headquarters)
Mark MAPP
 For services to the St John Ambulance 

and Rescue Service on Guernsey. 
(Commandery of the Bailiwick of 
Guernsey)

Peter MARRIOTT, MStJ
 For services to training in East Region. 

(Nottinghamshire)
Robert James MILLINGTON, MStJ
 For services as Chancery Manager.  

(St John’s Gate)
John George SHORT, MStJ
 For services to training and to the St John 

Fellowship in Durham. (County Durham)

For appointment to Grade V (Member)
Keith ABRATHAT, JP
 For services to training and to the St John 

Fellowship in North Region.  
(St John’s Gate)

Jane BARBER
 For services as a Unit Manager in London 

& South Region, and to the COVID-19 
pandemic response. (Greater London)

Colonel Alexander Frederick BARNES
 For services as a Unit President, and 

later County President for Oxfordshire. 
(Oxfordshire)

William Daniel Benjamin BELLAMY
 For services to clinical development in 

London & South Region. (Greater London)
Joanne Kirsti BISSELL
 For services to young people and 

fundraising in West Region.  
(West Midlands)

Peter David CLITHEROE
 For services to event delivery, fundraising 

and the St John Fellowship in West 
Region. (Staffordshire & Wolverhampton)

Charlotte Fiona Louise CROOK
 For services to young people in West 

Region. (West Midlands)
Simon Francis CURRY
 For services to event delivery in London 

& South Region, and later as National 
Operational Communications Advisor. 
(Surrey)

Georgina Dorothy DALE
 For services as a Unit HR and Logistics 

Lead, and to training, in London & South 
Region. (Surrey)

Ben DOWNER
 For services to clinical development in 

London & South Region. (Hampshire)
Sarah Jane DUTTON
 For services to event delivery in West 

Region. (Avon)
Richard David FAULKNER
 For services to event communications 

and clinical development in West Region. 
(Avon)

Paul HARDY
 For services to young people and 

safeguarding in North Region, and to the 
COVID-19 pandemic response. (Humber)



Danielle Lauren HARE
 For services as a Unit Manger in London 

& South Region, and to the COVID-19 
pandemic response. (Greater London)

Elizabeth May HOUGH
 For services as a Unit Manager in West 

Region. (Shropshire)
Alan Alfred JONES
 For services to the St John Fellowship 

in West Region. (Staffordshire & 
Wolverhampton)

Tracy Jane JONES
 For services to young people in 

West Region, and to the COVID-19 
pandemic response. (Staffordshire & 
Wolverhampton)

Leigh Andrew JONES-KEYTE
 For services to clinical development in 

West Region. (West Midlands)
John Christopher Julian KEMPTON, MBE
 For services to training and unit 

management in London & South Region, 
and to the COVID-19 pandemic response. 
(Surrey)

Helen Jaqueline KNIBBS
 For services to first aid training in schools. 

(Training & Enterprise Directorate)
Patrick Edward LAY
 For outstanding support to St John.  

(St John’s Gate)
Elizabeth Janice LEWARNE
 For services to event delivery, young 

people and fundraising in North Region. 
(County Durham)

Nina Louise MARRIOTT
 For services to young people, and as a 

Unit Manager, in West Region.  
(West Midlands)

Diana Frances MOSSOP
 For services as a Unit, and later Bailiwick 

President on Jersey. (Commandery of the 
Bailiwick of Jersey)

Catherine Anne PEARCE
 For services to young people and event 

delivery in North Region. (North Yorkshire 
& Teesside)

Sarah Alice RALPHS
 For services as a Unit, and later Area 

Manager in London & South Region, and 
to the COVID-19 pandemic response. 
(Surrey)

 

Christopher John RAPSON
 For services to logistics in London & South 

Region. (Surrey)
Stephen James SMITH
 For services to young people and training 

in London & South Region. (Surrey)
Stephen John SMITH
 For services to training in East Region, 

and to the COVID-19 pandemic response. 
(Essex)

Karen Avril TURNER
 For services to training and event delivery 

in North Region. (South & West Yorkshire)
Malcolm Roger VERNON
 For services to the St John Fellowship 

in West Region. (Staffordshire & 
Wolverhampton)

Ian James WARD
 For services as a Unit, and later Area 

Manager in North Region. (North 
Yorkshire & Teesside)

Daniel Peter WILLIAMS
 For services to young people in West 

Region. (West Midlands)
John WILLMETT
 For services to event delivery and 

wellbeing in West Region. (Staffordshire & 
Wolverhampton)

Votes of Thanks
The Council of the Priory of England and 
the Islands has resolved to recognise, by the 
award of a Vote of Thanks, the conspicuous 
service rendered to St John of the following:
Michael Henry GREEN, OStJ
 For services to the St John Fellowship in 

London & South Region. (Hampshire)
Suzanne HAMMOND
 For services as Executive Assistant 

to the Chief Executive Officer, Chief 
Commissioner and Chief President. 
(National Headquarters)

Shropshire Horticultural Society
 For support to St John in West Region. 

(Shropshire)

Congratulations also to Chief Business 
Officer George Woods, who was promoted 
to Knight by the Priory for South Africa, and 
Chief Operating Officer Richard Lee, who 
was promoted to Commander by the Priory 
for Wales.

The Team selected to take on this 
mammoth task are in the above 
photo. From left to right, back row: 
Elizabeth Lee, Deputy National 
Chair, Shirley Abrathat, Deputy 
Regional Rep - Region 1O, and Kate 
Dean, Acting Regional Rep - Region 
11.

Front row: Marilyn Janes, 
Regional Rep - Region 5, Keith 
Abrathat, Deputy National Chair, 
and Madeline Buffey, Regional Rep - 
Region 9. •

Introducing 
the Fellowship 
National 
Handbook team
Article by Keith Horsman OStJ, 
Fellowship National Secretary

The St John Fellowship 
have decided to rewrite 
the Fellowship National 
Handbook.



The Priory of England and the Islands, St John’s Gate, St John’s Lane, London EC1M 4DA. Charity number 1077265.

ST JOHN AMBULANCE CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

This communication, and the information it contains, is (a) intended for the person(s) and/or organisation(s) to whom it is 
addressed and is for no other person(s) or organisation(s) and (b) may be confidential, legally privileged and protected by 
law, including law of copyright. Unauthorised use, copying, forwarding or disclosure of any of it may be unlawful. If you have 
received this communication in error, please contact us immediately at data-protection@sja.org.uk or by post (marked for the 
attention of the Data Protection Officer) at St John Ambulance, 27 St John’s Lane, London EC1M 4BU. For our full privacy policy 
including details of our data protection officer and retention policy, please read the full policy on our website.

Care to contribute to Priory News?
If you have an interesting story to tell or have an article that would be of interest to our readers please contact Ian Groves at the 

Priory News email address - priorynews@sja.org.uk - or call him on 07973 839285. Please make sure that any photos you send 

over are of the highest quality available and are cleared for use in the magazine. We are always looking for interesting photos with 

captions that are not time limited for our photo library. If you no longer wish to receive Priory News please contact Ian and your 

details will be removed from our database.

Chris Levis receives commendation from 
Norfolk’s High Sheriff
Article by Georgina Holloway, Chairman, Norfolk St John Priory Group

After stepping down as District Manager for Norfolk in 2021, following seven years of service 
in the role, Chris Levis was presented with a very well-deserved commendation by High Sheriff 
Michael Gurney DL. 

At the presentation of the award, which took place virtually at a Priory Group 
meeting and later in person at Felbrigg Hall, Norfolk, where Chris works, the 
High Sheriff read out this citation:

Chris Levis has been a trusted, effective and popular District Manager in Norfolk 
for several years, particularly during the last eighteen months when he led the 
response to the COVID pandemic, attracting an additional 340 volunteers providing 
support to the vaccination centres across the county.

He has also dealt with the proposed closure of some St John properties with 
tact and efficiency, and as part of the National Wellbeing team he helped draft 
procedures and championed their introduction. As a first aider he covered many 
events and took Operational Command at the Royal Norfolk Show.

Throughout his time as District Manager, he has inspired both adult and younger 
members with his enthusiasm and energy. He has expanded the  
St John membership at the UEA [which he joined in 2009] and helped develop the 
young adults throughout Norfolk for leadership roles. First aid training is delivered 
efficiently, events are covered by volunteers and Emergency Ambulance Crews 
continue to assist the NHS.

As a member of the Norfolk St John Priory Group, he has kept the committee up 
to date on all county activities and helped with fundraising activities; he will remain 
with the Group to advise on property matters and help with recruitment of new 
volunteers. He has been an absolute pleasure to work with, is kind and thoughtful, 
never loses his cool and is always positive.

We are all delighted that Chris received this commendation for his hard work 
on behalf of St John. •Chris receives his commendation from the High Sheriff of Norfolk.


