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Celebrating St John’s Day 2020
Article by Rob Millington

Understandably due to 
COVID-19, this year’s St John’s 
Day celebrations will be a 
little different. Here’s what 
to expect and how to get 
involved…

The Order of St John has celebrated the 
Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist 
either on, or on the Saturday nearest to, 24 
June since the restoration of the Order in 
England. This year, all St John’s Day activity 
is going to be online and digital-led. The 
Priory Dean has recorded a special Service 
of Commemoration and Re-dedication. 
This will be available, from mid-afternoon 
on Wednesday 24June, via CONNECT and 
the Priory’s website (www.stjohnengland.
org.uk).

There’ll also be lots of activity on our 
St John social media channels, including 
posts showcasing our history, looking 
back at our celebrations last year, and a  
St John’s Day themed quiz!

If you want to get more involved, 
why not host a virtual St John’s Day 
Afternoon Tea? 

On Wednesday 24 June we are 
inviting everyone to take part in a virtual 
Afternoon Tea to celebrate St John’s Day. 
Get your friends and family involved to 
help us raise awareness of the day and, 
if you would like, raise funds for our 
Emergency Appeal, all while tucking into 
some tasty treats and a cuppa! 

You can ask participants to donate £5 
via justgiving.com/virtualtea. And don’t 
forget to take lots of photos and tag them 
on social media with #StJohnsDay2020.

If you want to learn more or take part 
please email communityfundraising@sja.
org.uk.

The celebrations might look a little 
different this year, but we are looking 
forward to another very special St John’s 
Day. •

Carole Lawrence-Parr is St John 
Ambulance’s new Chief President
The Priory Council and the Priory Chapter of the Priory of England 
and the Islands have approved the appointment of Carole 
Lawrence-Parr as the next Chief President of St John Ambulance 
with effect St John’s Day 2020, when she will succeed Colonel Nick 
Williams; The Grand President, Her Royal Highness The Countess of 
Wessex, has been advised of this appointment.

Carole is currently County President for Dorset and has already been working closely with 
colleagues throughout St John England in the lead up to taking on her new role.

The Priory News team congratulates Carole on this appointment and wishes her well for 
her time in the role. We will have an in-depth discussion with her about her plans as Chief 
President in the next issue of the magazine. •

View from the Whispering Gallery.



Welcome to the Summer 
issue of Priory News

St John’s Day is, as ever, a 
highlight in the St John calendar 
and we take a look at the rather 
different celebrations that will 
be happening next week. Our 
Prior and Dean both share their 
thoughts at this focal point of  
the year.

There have also been a number of new 
appointments in several roles. We welcome a 
new Dean, our next Chief President and new 
CPG Chairs in five counties and pass on our 
thanks to those who are stepping down on 
24 June after their dedicated work for St John.

In other sections, we explore the work of the 
Priory with our international partners, we look 
at historical aspects of St John, including  
St John’s Day past and present, and we catch 
up with the amazing work being done by the 
St John team in all parts of the organisation 
as we continue to deal with the impact of 
COVID-19. One of the pleasures of editing 
Priory News is that there are always positive 
and memorable stories to cover from across 
the world of St John.

Please remember to visit the Priory website 
– www.stjohnengland.org.uk – as we will be 
adding stories and features there in between 
issues of Priory News.

As ever, if you would like to comment on this 
issue, or previous ones, or have suggestions 
for new features, please email me or Annie 
Victory at the usual St John addresses.

Very best wishes and please keep safe,

Ian

Ian Groves - Editor 
External Communications Officer

Reflections from the past year
Article by The Prior, Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE KStJ DL

The year since St John’s Day 2019 could hardly have been more 
remarkable. Even before a novel virus launched itself upon an 
unsuspecting world, we had endured the political mayhem that 
concluded with Brexit, climate change demonstrations that had 
gripped the country, to mention only two of the several major 
issues that have affected the country.

But by March 2020 St John Ambulance had turned its entire business into the its 
largest ever peacetime operation in the fight against COVID-19, the rapidity of this action 
exemplifying the enduring and remarkable commitment, skill and ingenuity of St John 
people from all walks of life, volunteer or member of staff. 

It has been repeated so often by so many people that we have made a major contribution, 
we have made a difference, and the people of our country have known, as always in time of 
crisis, that we are there to help, in communities, in hospitals, in homes, and on the street. 

At the time of writing St John people are about to pass the mark of delivering 100,000 
hours of frontline service in this coronavirus operation; fatigue, exhaustion and frustration 
have been complemented by satisfaction and reward as the impact of tireless effort shows 
what our people can do. Family life has been disrupted, uncertainty abounds, and we no 
longer know what is normal, but the spirit of St John endures, and I take this opportunity to 
thank each one of you for that which you do. 

It is far from over. The consequences of reduced income from training and events have 
been profound and this will cost dearly. However, the ingenuity, inspiration and initiative 
of our people already strive to emerge confident in the post COVID world, looking for 
innovation and opportunity, ready to offer that which will be needed in the difficult times for 
our country in the months ahead. 

There has been a great deal of good will from donors, supporters and many who are new 
to our family, for which we are also all most grateful, for The Order, both in England, across 
the 41 worldwide establishments of St John, and the Eye Hospital, will badly need that help 
as we move forwards. Our Royal Patrons have been hugely supportive, and messages will 
follow.

As I have said before, I am confident that our forebears would be proud of what we are 
doing now, and we must next ensure that our successors inherit the best of our proud 
heritage: a strong, and enduring force for good, empathetic in all that we deliver. Pro Fide Pro 
Utilitate Hominum. •



Faith and Service
Article by The Priory Dean

A Muslim Cadet received an award from the County President.  It was presented during a church 
service.  Afterwards, I congratulated her and asked her what had led her to join St John Ambulance.  
She replied: ‘Because St John is the only healthcare charity that takes faith seriously’.

Most readers of Priory News are familiar 
with the history of our Order – the eight-
pointed cross reminding us of our 11th 
century origins when the Christian Knights 
Hospitaller established a hospital in the 
holy city of Jerusalem to care for the sick, 
regardless of faith or wealth.  The story is well 
illustrated in the Museum of St John.

The Priory of England and the Islands 
continues this mission through the various 
activities described in this edition of Priory 
News.  In the public eye, it is carried out 
through St John Ambulance, with its 
provision of training, public service and 
free medical care where it is most needed. 
Seldom has this been more vital, or more 
appreciated than during the Coronavirus 
pandemic this year.

The strange sounding motto of our Order, 
Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum, For Faith and 
for the Service of Humanity, is a reminder 
that faith and practical action have always 
been a two-sided coin in the long history of 

St John, the one an expression of the other.  
We welcome people of all faiths and none, 
who feel called to serve ‘our lords the sick 
and the poor’, just as our forebears did; but 
we have always been, and remain, a Christian 
Order.  

In the past six years we have appointed 
twenty-six new County Chaplains.  All our 
Chaplains offer spiritual and pastoral care 
to the Priory and, increasingly, to St John 
Ambulance personnel in their counties. The 
present spiritual and pastoral care telephone 
service, staffed by our Chaplains, was 
established following requests from within  
St John Ambulance.  In common with all that 
St John offers, this service is open to all our 
members.

I should like to conclude on a personal 
note. My six years of ministry as Priory Dean 
come to an end on St John’s Day.  These 
years have seen immense changes in our 
charities – changes which some have found 
unsettling.  Be that as it may, I believe that  

St John, under firm and decisive leadership 
and with a wonderfully committed 
community of trustees, volunteers and 
staff, is well placed to face the enormous 
challenges that will confront it in the months 
and years ahead.  I am certain St John will 
continue to serve our nation with devotion 
and distinction as we emerge from the 
present crisis, with the help of God.  Words 
of the Old Testament prophet come to mind:  
‘I will make the valley of trouble into a door of 
hope.’  [Hosea 2:15]

I began by quoting a Muslim volunteer: I 
end with a Christian one.  Dr Hannah Pool, a 
District Clinical Lead, gave a recent interview 
to the Church Times.  Having spoken 
movingly about her Christian faith, Hannah 
concluded by saying ‘Working with colleagues 
who want to improve people’s lives, and who 
selflessly give their time voluntarily to support 
their community, gives me hope.’  To which I 
can only add ‘Amen’. •
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The Brooke Moore Novice Challenge Shield
Article by Tom Foakes

During the Second World War, over 200,000 members of the British Armed forces were captured and 
placed in prisoner-of-war camps. Western Allied Forces personnel were held at Stalag Luft 383 in 
Hohenvels, Bavaria. Stalag meant that it was designated for Non-Commissioned Officers although the 
camp also housed higher ranks, and Luft referred to Luftwaffe, a camp under German Airforce Control.

By liberation in 1945 the camp contained 
over 6,000 prisoners who, in accordance 
with the international protections of the 
Geneva Conventions laid down after the First 
World War, had their basic needs of food and 
shelter met. To counteract the restrictions 
and monotony of camp life, inmates sought 
numerous diversions. The camp included 
a theatre in which the orchestra pit was 
constructed from Joint War Organisation 
(JWO) packing cases, such as the one from 
which this trophy is made. A particularly 
notable performance of The Merchant of 
Venice even included a cast costumed by 
the State Theatre in Berlin. In addition to the 
theatre there was an art studio, allotments, 
and a variety of sports and recreational clubs, 
all established by prisoners to fill their time in 
a constructive fashion.

The JWO, which combined the resources 
of St John and the Red Cross, sent numerous 
relief parcels to those in need throughout the 
war. These packages contained food rations 

and basic essentials, and would also include 
compact and portable entertainments 
such as the illustrated pack of playing cards, 
which would have been a gratefully received 
diversion for servicemen confined by enemy 
forces. The JWO was a far-reaching initiative 
with separate departments dedicated to 
staffing, to locating the wounded and 
missing, and to prisoners of war. This shield 
was made from the packing case of a JWO 
New Zealand Red Cross and St John food 
parcel, which had been sent to Stalag Luft 
383. It was carved with a pocket knife, a piece 
of glass and two nails, then finished with 
sandpaper and boot polish. 

The trophy is named after a member of the 
Australian Army Medical Corps, Major Brooke 
Moore, who founded a St John Ambulance 
unit within the camp and instructed classes 
- first aid and basic medical skills being 
especially vital in this remote location in an 
isolated German forest. Over the course of 
the conflict, nearly three hundred inmates 

at Stalag Luft 383 passed their basic St John 
first aid examination, and further classes 
were held in hygiene and home nursing 
- particularly important subjects in such 
confined and basic circumstances. 

Improvisation was a crucial factor in the 
treatment of injury within the camp, the 
lack of medical provisions necessitating an 
inventive approach to patient care. One 
unusual account recalled a patient whose 
broken wrist was strapped to a splint crafted 
from a discarded animal bone. Stalag 
Luft 383 was evacuated on 17 April 1945 
following the advance of the Allied Forces. By 
the end of the war more than five hundred 
first aid certificates had been awarded 
within the camp and 1,500 accidents had 
been dealt with by St John-trained men, 
demonstrating the commitment of St John 
volunteers and the profound impact of the 
charity’s caring mission in even the most 
challenging of situations. •

The Brooke Moore Novice Challenge Shield 1939–1945.
LDOSJ:SJA811, Gift of Sergeant AE White. Playing Cards from a Joint War Organisation Prisoner-of-War Parcel 1939–1945. LDOSJ:SJA677.
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The Orders of St John Care Trust
Article by Judy Wright DStJ

Anyone who has lived through the last two months has to be aware of the very hard time care 
homes have had with the COVID-19 pandemic.  What you might not be aware of however, is that the 
Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem is a co-sponsor, with the Order of Malta, of a 
care home provider called the Orders of St John Care Trust (OSJCT). The two Orders represent over a 
thousand years of experience in care, relief and service. Today they provide OSJCT’s Trustees, three of 
which are nominated by the Venerable Order.   

OSJCT is a not-for-profit charitable Trust with Its primary charitable 
object being ‘the relief of the aged, the infirm and the sick’ and this is 
achieved by providing care for the elderly in care homes specialising 
in nursing, dementia and residential care and also ‘extra care’ housing 
schemes.  This object is underpinned by the Christian principles 
and ethos of the two sponsoring Orders, caring for people of any 
background irrespective of race or religion.

The first association between the two Orders was formalised in 
1975 through the provision of care in almshouses. In 1992 the Trust 
took over the running of sixteen care homes from Lincolnshire 
County Council and has subsequently expanded into Wiltshire, 

Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire (with an additional home in 
West Sussex at St Wilfred’s Priory in the grounds of Arundel Castle) 
operating some 70 care homes and 14 extra care housing schemes. It 
takes care of some 3,500 residents and employs nearly 4,800 staff.

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused considerable distress to both 
staff and residents with the loss of (as of 25 May) 94 residents across 
the 80+ sites due to COVID-19 and 136 due to suspected COVID-19. 
However 219 frail, elderly residents have beaten the virus with a 
further 146 to be validated. This is the best possible news and a huge 
tribute to the professionalism and commitment of the staff. Hopefully 
better times lie ahead for all! •

Congratulations Carole Birkbeck on 60 years of service
Article by Mike Lambell MBE CStJ JP, District President London and South Region, St John Ambulance

On Saturday 30th May 2020 three generations of a family 
came together to congratulate Carole Birkbeck OStJ, a 
volunteer at Wimbledon Event Services Unit. Carole is 
receiving palliative care.

On a beautiful sunny afternoon in the garden of her daughter Janice, due 
to lockdown and government guidelines, District President Mike Lambell 
presented Carole with the new ultra long service medal and two gilt bars to 
mark her 60 years of conspicuous service.

Also present from St John Ambulance was Wimbledon Unit Member Lyn 
Wand and her husband Ian Wand, Area Manager. Mike said it was an honour 

and a pleasure to present Carole with her awards for 60 years of dedication and commitment to St John Ambulance.
Carole has also received many cards, letters and social media messages congratulating her and sends her thanks to you all. The video 

of the presentation can be viewed on the St John Ambulance-London & South Region Facebook Group. •



Working in partnership
Article by Julie Judson, Assistant County Chaplain, Northumbria

When the unexpected occurs, 
individuals find themselves 
out of the comfort zone. 
Apprehensive. Scared. Anxious. 
Lonely. Yet they step up to the 
mark, going the extra mile and 
offering support and assistance.

My statement above could be the emotions 
felt by any individual or family during the 
current crisis, those who’ve been placed 
in isolation due to medical issues, those 
self-isolating, those furloughed from work, 
yet in amongst all the change and craziness 
that has occurred, there are those who have 
had no choice but to work (NHS, Emergency 
Services, Care Staff and others). Alongside 
these there are others who have volunteered 
their services to support these organisations 
- like St John Ambulance volunteers who’ve 
stepped up to the mark to provide essential 
support to the NHS and Ambulance Trusts 
during the current crisis.  

Also alongside these essential services, 
there are the staff and volunteers from other 
agencies offering external support, from 
charitable organisations to The Salvation Army, 
through the various avenues of work, food 
parcels, home cooked meals, and a friendly 
chat, plus other areas of support where 
necessary, but this is just a small snippet of 
what The Salvation Army is doing not only 
within Sunderland or the United Kingdom, 
but across the world currently.

I may be an Assistant County Chaplain for  
St John Ambulance in the North East, but for 
me that is just one of the many hats that I 
wear.

My daily routine revolves around caring for 
my mum but also working for The Salvation 
Army at Southwick Community Project in 
Sunderland as a Child and Family Worker. 
However, like many folks during the current 
situation, my role has evolved. Whilst still 
keeping in contact with some of the families I 

support, I also find myself on a more practical 
level assembling food parcels for distribution 
across the North East Region (to date over 
700). We have also distributed food parcels 
locally within Sunderland (to date 450 since 
the end of March).  

I have a colleague - Brian Wicker, a former St 
John Ambulance Officer - and together we’ve 
been out and about collecting food items 
from local supermarkets and distributing 
some of these goods to local schools, 
sheltered accommodation, families and our 
local Emergency Services personnel.

I’d like to relate one request we received 
via a St John Ambulance crew, who were 
working alongside North East Ambulance 
Service.  I received a phone call from St John 
Ambulance Officer Andrew Horsley following 
a medical call to a local resident. The resident 
had mentioned to the crew that they had not 
eaten for a few days and were struggling to 
get food, so the call was made to me.

After receiving some details from the crew, 
Brian and I stepped up to the mark, set things 
in motion to acquire a food parcel and within 
an hour of receiving the initial call from the  
St John Ambulance crew, the food parcel 
was delivered to the individual. The individual 
was known to us and we were then able to 
follow up this call, passing our concerns to the 
support agency this individual was already 
working with.

This is just one insight into how 
partnerships, contacts and working together 
can make a difference in the life of an 
individual, no matter how serious the situation 
maybe. This was a good result from all 
involved.

Yet, amongst all the seriousness of the work 
we get involved in, from whatever our path 
has taken us on, whether it be for the NHS,  
St John Ambulance or even The Salvation 
Army, we need time for ourselves, time to 
have some light hearted fun.

As you will see from one of the pictures, on 
one occasion following the receipt of goods, 
my colleagues from The Salvation Army felt it 

necessary to place me in a cage. I’m not sure 
whether they were protecting themselves 
from me or vice versa!

This crisis has affected a lot of lives in 
so many ways, from those who have lost 
loved ones, to those who’ve been and are 
continuing to work on the front line and have 
seen the full extent of the effects of this virus 
and have, as we have seen, placed their lives 
on the line. To the volunteer who has stepped 
out of their comfort zone to support our NHS 
Services, like many of the St John Ambulance 
volunteers from across the UK, with 20 taking 
their place from the North East to support staff 
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Gateshead, 
and others, like Andrew Horsley, who are 
supporting North East Ambulance Service 
as ambulance crew, to myself who with The 
Salvation Army are supporting those across 
the UK in a variety of ways to cope through 
the current crisis situation.

Yet as I mentioned, I am an Assistant County 
Chaplain for St John Ambulance in the North 
East Region and in amongst all the daily toil of 
my current daily situation, I try to take time to 
support those St John Ambulance volunteers 
by sending messages either personally via 
text or general ones via social media offering 
words of thought and care, letting everyone 
know they are appreciated, they are amazing 
and that someone is praying for them.

As for myself I don’t feel that I am doing 
anything extraordinary, I’m just like every 
person who is going that extra mile, doing 
my bit, however small, to support people, 
wherever they may be, to make this current 
situation we are in brighter.

One thing that has come from this current 
situation, is that we have all had to pull 
together to support each other, from streets, 
communities, organisations, charitable 
organisations, churches, Emergency Services - 
all working alongside each other.  I thank God 
for all these amazing people, organisations 
who have gone out and done the unexpected 
(and expected), have made a difference and 
continue to do so in the current situation. •



St John Fellowship
Article by The Reverend John Davis MBE KStJ, Fellowship National Chair

St John Fellowship (The Fellowship), was formed on 
St John’s Day 1983. It was the inspiration of Lt Colonel 
Sheila Puckle OBE DStJ, who saw that members of the 
Ambulance had nowhere to retire to after serving St John. 
In 1986 Grand Priory Council confirmed that it should be 
recognised as a branch of the Order.

The Fellowship exists to support the charitable activities of the Order of  
St John, particularly the Eye Hospital; To form local branches to promote, advance 
and encourage the work of the Fellowship; To enable members to keep in touch 
with St John and each other; To help former members in need, especially the 
incapacitated, the housebound and those in residential/care homes; And to 
promote wellbeing, healthy living and friendship.

There are 130 branches throughout the Priory and over 3000 members. 
Members enjoy social activities and support the work of St John Ambulance, as 
well as the Eye Hospital. Anyone over the age of 18 who has an interest in the 

Order of St John can apply to become a Fellowship member. Most of our members are former St John Ambulance members who feel 
they cannot continue to undertake the first aid duties requited, but we do have members who are still active Ambulance members.

Fellowship encourages local branches to support and assist their local St John Ambulance units and many do, helping with Badgers, 
Cadets and in a variety of ways with the adult units. This support and assistance has grown during the COVID-19 response and we in 
Fellowship wish to build on this for the future.

For further information about joining Fellowship and the nearest branch, please contact the Fellowship Office by email at fellowship@
sja.org.uk, or by telephone on 020 7324 4095. Please note that at the present time there is limited access to the telephone service. •

Serving the community
Article by Rev’d Richard Lee

We heard about the Reverend Richard Lee delivering food to people shielding from COVID-19 during 
the lockdown and asked him to share his experience of helping his community in the county of 
Cumbria. We learn below that it is a family thing – literally!

In response to your recent enquiry (sorry for delay) I have to admit 
in some ways very little.  However, it has helped me to work out a 
“passive guide” to St John assistance to the community whether the 
individual involved is a volunteer, paid employee, member of the 
Order or the Fellowship or involved in the Priory.

It’s an attitude of mind based on the simple word “PACT” - an 
agreement you make with yourself about the situation you find 
yourself in as a member of the St John family. An acronym for any 
member of the family asked to help anywhere at any time.

P.  Presence. Wherever you are you represent the St John family. 
Remember that and let others know your family connections.  In the 
same way St John permeates society.

A.  Activity.  When acting on behalf of others do not be afraid to 
let them know that much of what you do is with St John’s ideals in 
mind.  In the same way St John’s activity in society is for the benefit 
of all, not St John but the logo and your affiliation is shown and worn 
with pride at the work it is involved in.

C.  Compassion. Whatever is done is done in the name of the care, 
consideration and understanding of the pain of others. 

T.  Treatment.  The treatment you offer, however basic, is informed, 
professional and a product of teamwork with the cooperation of all 
caring services in the community.

So when I received notification of the Emergency Appeal, I reached 
out to a community who were aware of the work of St John and 
whose presence was welcomed within their community.  A generous 

donation was made because we were not strangers to them and they 
respected our work in their local community.

At the same time as a local family we became aware of households 
of shielding individuals in our village, who were cut off from all 
companionship.  Under the professional direction and inspiration 
of my wife, Dr Lee, we worked out a safe way to deliver, to this small 
group, a regular (ongoing) hot Sunday dinner.  Something that 
brought them comfort. On each visit, I wore a badge that identified 
me as a member of the St John family.  In parallel, my wife was 
approached to support the delivery of PPE to local doctors’ surgeries.  
So duly kitted out, I joined the team of PPE deliverers - and did so 
as a member of the St John community and again mentioned that 
affiliation when asked who I was.

So that was our little contribution based on a PACT we share with 
St John and our community.  I am sure many others are doing much 
more - I hope you can encourage them to share what is positive and 
lift the morale of many who may feel they can do nothing.  

I was feeling a bit useless at the outset, isolated from our family, my 
daughter working as an anaesthetist in a busy ITU in Birmingham, my 
wife, back to work as a Consultant Paediatrician.  How could I help or 
make a difference?  PACT when applied helped me to see what might 
be done. So I did it.

Yours Sincerely,
The Rev’d Richard Lee, CPG Chair Cumbria •

The Fellowship Colour Party.



Berkshire CPG Charity Cycle Ride, Cape Argus, 
Cape Town South Africa
Article by Clive Lawson Smith, CPG Chair Berkshire

Clive Lawson Smith has now completed his fifth Cape Argus cycle tour in Cape Town, South Africa to 
raise funds for St John. The cycle tour took place on Sunday 8 March with some 34,000 participants on 
a stunning route of 109km.

Starting at the Town Hall, Cape Town centre, the route heads south 
east before turning to run through Constantia and then crossing 
into False Bay. The beautiful sights of Kalk Bay and Simon’s Town (the 
South African Navy’s Base) are taken in before heading up hill to 
cross to the Atlantic coast with the stunning Noordhoek Bay as the 
precursor to two significant climbs, Chapmans Peak and Suikerbossie, 
after 85km. Downhill into Camps Bay is followed by a tour along past 
Sea Point to finish at the Stadium in Green Point.

Throughout the route the locals urge the riders on with vocal 
support, entertainment and music, creating a fabulous atmosphere.

Wearing the St John t-shirt meant Clive was continually cheered by 

spectators who recognised the insignia and many cyclists joined him 
for parts of the ride, which took just over five hours.

Clive was joined on this endeavour by co-cyclist Michael Short who 
assisted enormously. 

The participation was made possible by the generosity of Simon 
Frost, retired Chairman of Berkshire CPG, who contributed to the 
logistics and a cheque to St John for £250 has been donated by 
Martin Ephson OBE. Martin has kindly agreed to put this donation 
towards the Emergency Appeal.

Berkshire CPG is continuing to run a number of interesting events 
for fundraising purposes generally. •



Cheryle Berry, Derbyshire CPG 
Chair, ran a marathon in her 
garden and has raised £1,427.

Her fundraising page can be found 
at https://justgiving.com/fundraising/
cheryle-berry-marathon.

And, Penny Escombe from the 
Northamptonshire Fundraising Committee 
has also been very involved. Not only have 
the committee donated £4,000, Penny 
walked laps around her garden totalling 
43 miles. Donations are still coming in but 
to date have amounted to £3,050. Penny’s 
fundraising page can be found at https://
justgiving.com/fundraising/penelope-
escombe.

Leicestershire CPG jumped into action in 
response to our emergency appeal sending 
out letters to their contacts.  They have 
received a tremendous response, raising in 
excess of £4,200. •

Fundraising 
news from the 
East Midlands
Article by Alison Cook, Community 
Fundraising Coordinator - East Midlands

Hospitallers’ Club 
celebrate Centenary
Article by Paul Herbage MBE CStJ

Although the St John Fellowship may only be 37 years old, 
members of St John have been meeting outside their usual units 
on a social basis for much longer. Hidden away in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic was the centenary of what is understood to 
be the oldest social group – the Hospitallers’ Club.

On 14 May 1920 the 
first meeting of the 
Hospitallers’ Club was 
held at the Empire Café, 
Ludgate Hill, in the City 
of London. At this the 
following resolution was 
moved, seconded and 
unanimously agreed “that 
it was desirable to form a 
Social Club of the Officers 
of the St John Ambulance 
Brigade; many knew only 
a few of their brother 
Officers, they had no opportunity of 
meeting in a social manner and that 
a bond, such as the Club would form, 
would keep together old members and 
increase the interest of young ones in 
the Brigade.”

Initially comprising 41 male Officers, 
from the No 1 Prince of Wales’s Corps, 
the Club continues to maintain its ideals 
to this day. In 1926 the Club extended 
membership to Officers from across the 
whole of St John Ambulance, however 
it would be fair to say the majority 
of members came from London and 
the Home Counties. In recent times it 
has amended its membership criteria 
to include Presidents, and all holding 
managerial or leadership roles. 

In 2008 it took the historic decision 
to extend its membership to include 
women, even though a Lady Hospitallers’ 
Club had been established in 1921 and 
still exists.

The Club was hoping to mark its 
centenary by recreating a march 

from Clerkenwell to 
Hampstead Heath 
followed by a picnic 
tea which took place 
on a Saturday shortly 
before the inaugural 
meeting. The plan for 16 
May 2020 had been for 
members to walk (or take 
public transport) from 
Hampstead to St John’s 
Gate where a celebratory 
tea would be offered. 
Sadly of course this wasn’t 

possible as we were all “locked down” 
however members were encouraged 
to virtually walk in their own gardens or 
locally and take tea to mark the occasion. 
The Club’s Almoner regularly keeps in 
touch with any member who might be 
unwell or otherwise in need of support, 
which has been important over recent 
weeks. At every Club Meeting the 
Club Remembrance is read at precisely 
8.15pm. 

In happier times Club members meet 
at a hotel in Bloomsbury, London for 
tea, monthly between October and May, 
after which there is a speaker on some 
topic of interest and a short business 
meeting. Every January a President and 
other Officers are elected to serve for the 
year. Each autumn, usually late October, 
a black tie Dinner and Dance is held, 
often jointly with the Lady Hospitallers’ 
Club.

For more information including 
enquiries about possible membership 
visit www.thehospitallersclub.org.uk •



Long-term Livery link 
pays dividend during 
COVID-19 crisis
Article by Paul Herbage MBE CStJ, CPG Chair Greater London

The news that the Worshipful Company of Tax Advisers, 
one of the City of London’s newer Livery Companies, had 
donated £25,000 in response to our appeal, is testament to 
a long-term link between the Livery and St John Ambulance. 
The donation secured by Mike Gibbons, Event Planning 
& Delivery National Volunteer Lead, who is also currently 
the Company’s Renter Warden, will go towards the cost of 
purchase of two Zoll X Series monitor/ defibrillators for use 
by St John Ambulance in London.

The Tax Advisers were amongst a 
dozen or so London Livery Companies 
that in 2010 responded to a request from 
the then Lord Mayor of London that as 
well as forming affiliations with Armed 
Services Units or their Cadets they 
should consider establishing links with 
St John and in particular by supporting 
Cadet units.

The then Master Tax Adviser, Nicholas 
Woolf, who subsequently became 
Chairman of the St John of Jerusalem 
Eye Hospital Group, worked with the 
Company’s Clerk at the time, Paul 
Herbage, to affiliate with the City of 
Westminster Cadets in London West 
District. 

Annually the Master and Clerk attend 
the unit’s awards ceremony and present 
an award to the unit’s Cadet of the 

Year. The Company continued to make 
modest donations regularly to the unit 
from one of its two charities, the Tax 
Adviser’s Charitable Trust.

To mark the 25th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Tax Advisers 
as a Guild within the City of London 
the Company’s Charities Committee 
decided that it wanted to make a more 
substantial donation to an organisation 
it had been supporting for some time. 
Hearing first-hand from Mike, who 
has been acting as Strategic Joint 
Operations Coordination Cell Manager, 
of the important work that St John were 
doing in supporting the NHS during 
the COVID-19 crisis, it didn’t take long 
for a decision to be made that St John 
Ambulance should be the beneficiary. •

Robert Luff Fund 
Trustees open 
up applications 
from employees 
as well as 
volunteers
Article by The Venerable Ron Hesketh CB

When Robert Luff CBE established a fund 
in 1991 to support St John volunteers past 
and present, he perhaps never envisaged 
the circumstances of a pandemic. But as a 
lifelong supporter of St John, Robert Luff 
would have been immensely proud of all 
that we are doing in the current crisis. 

The Fund has previously been for 
volunteers, but during this exceptional time, 
the Trustees have opened the resources to 
employees as well. Applications for financial 
assistance are open for the duration of the 
COVID-19 crisis, to all St John people.

Robert Luff understood only too well that 
those who give generously of their time 
and skills are not immune needing support 
themselves. Often we hold back from asking 
because it is not in our nature to do so. The 
Trustees of his fund feel sure that Robert 
Luff would not have seen a grant from this 
Fund as ‘charity’, but as a thankful response 
for what you have done, to meet your time 
of need. 

To honour this, the Trustees need to follow 
guidelines in responding to applications but 
they have also recognised that extraordinary 
circumstances require an extraordinary 
response. Assistance is normally provided 
as a one-off cash grant. However, the 
trustees of the fund will use their discretion 
in exceptional cases where further support 
might be appropriate.

To apply, please complete an application 
form, which can be requested from The 
Venerable Ron Hesketh CB.

Please provide full details of the helping 
hand that you need and the relevant 
financial information. This is to ensure the 
application can be fully assessed. The form 
can also be filled out on behalf of another 
individual. Completed forms should be sent 
to ron.hesketh@sja.org.uk. 

All requests are treated with discretion and 
in total confidence. The Fund has resources 
that the Board would like to employ in the 
name of Robert Luff, as he intended, to 
continue caring for those St John volunteers 
in need who support the organisation that 
he loved and respected.

If you have any queries or would like to 
discuss an application to the Fund, please 
contact Ron Hesketh at ron.hesketh@sja.org.
uk or on 01684 299773 / 07745 758899.  •

Mike Gibbons, Renter Warden of the Worshipful Company of Tax Advisers, hands over two Zoll X Series Monitors to Ann 
Bedford, COVID-19 London & South Tactical Commander.



60-Second Interview with  
Anne-Marie Clive
Interviewed by Ian Groves

For this issue of Priory News, we spoke to Anne-Marie Clive, International Liaison Manager 
at the Priory, and asked her about the work she does with the commanderies and other 
international partners.

Anne-Marie, what 
do you focus on in 
your role working 
with our international 
partners?

I feel like there’s 
a clear focus on 
collaboration and 

sharing of resources outside of our organisation, 
both within the UK, internationally with other 
associations and Priories but also with external 
partners. This requires liaising, building strong 
relationships and creating communities with 
these organisations, as this is a key element in 
being at the forefront of our sector, raising our 
profile, and using our voice to effect positive 
change for the communities we work in.

What does your average week at work 
entail? How much travel would the role 
normally involve?

I’m a big believer in meeting face to face at 
the start of building a professional relationship, 
after which I feel that working remotely when 
and where possible is the way forward. I was 
going to be travelling on average once a month 
for the first seven months of starting my job, 
but all of those trips were cancelled due to 
COVID-19. To me the important part of these 
trips is actually the bits in between the big 
items on the agenda, like grabbing lunch with 
someone or a car ride where you get to listen to 
them talk about their family, so I was really sad 
to miss out on those moments. But it’s meant 
more time with my two-year-old so it’s not all 
bad.

Has coronavirus and lockdown affected 
the way that you have been working? How 
have you adapted?

My work still needs to revolve around 

building relationships and collaboration, which 
now means a lot of Microsoft Teams/Zoom 
meetings! When you all have the video on it’s 
amazing how much you can build relationships 
this way, and actually I think I feel a lot closer to 
the people I liaise with in the commanderies 
and further afield by seeing them on video at 
least once a week than if I’d just been chatting 
on the phone or by email, so actually it’s been 
really nice. 

How long have you worked with St John 
and why did the international role appeal 
to you?

I’ve been with St John since January this 
year although due to all the activity around 
COVID-19 and the fact everyone is so friendly 
and collaborative it feels like I’ve been here years 
already! 

I’ve always worked in the international 
humanitarian sector. Having grown up abroad 
I have a real passion for working with diverse 
ranges of people, from different societies, 
cultures and religions. This is what has always 
drawn me to international roles. It was my 
passion for social justice that led me to the 
actual organisation of St John. I believe that 
access to healthcare is a basic human right, and 
St John does amazing work in the community 
to make sure people have access to the basic 
foundations of this with first aid skills, and I’m 
passionate about helping them achieve that.

How do you see the international 
function evolving over the next five years? 
Will collaboration with the commanderies 
and other international partners continue 
to grow? What are you most looking 
forward to?

From my limited time with the organisation 
I feel like involvement in St John is a deeper 

connection for people than just a temporary 
volunteering opportunity. It stays with people, 
and is passed down through generations. In that 
way I feel like St John will always continue in the 
societies it’s in, and part of my job is to support 
that and ensure collaboration and innovation 
to make sure we’re not only at the forefront of 
what we do, but present a strong community 
force across the UK and more widely. I’m excited 
about how the amazing work we do has been 
a lot more visible to the public due to our 
COVID-19 response, and where that will take us 
in the future.

Thanks Anne-Marie. We look forward to 
hearing more about your work in future 
issues. •



Highlights from the commanderies and 
international partners
Article by Anne-Marie Clive

In addition to all the efforts of our volunteers here in England, our colleagues in the 
commanderies and partner organisations have been very busy in the fight against COVID-19. 
Here are some of their recent highlights.

St John Isle of Man was running a frontline 
ambulance every day. This was stepped down 
on 26 April as the infection rate lowered 
and lockdown restrictions were lifted, with 
things returning to the new normal. They also 
launched their prescription delivery service 
on 1 April for eight pharmacies which has 
now grown to helping ALL pharmacies on the 
island as well as oncology prescriptions for the 
hospital.

St John Jersey has trained over 100 
healthcare professionals in PPE use and has 
been playing an active role in driving healthcare 
professionals around the island to help provide 
a home testing service. Ten St John volunteers 
have been trained in carrying out antibody 
testing. Their role will be to go to main essential 
worker employers and carry out testing there. 
This will involve postal staff and other groups.

St John Northern Ireland has been running 
up to 12 frontline ambulances during the 
pandemic, some of which were co-located with 
the Northern Ireland Helicopter Emergency 
Medical Service (HEMS) teams who worked 
in the back of some St John ambulances to 
provide intensive care retrieval. At the beginning 
of May, the Northern Ireland youth team 

completed a virtual trip of 4,150km and raised 
in excess of their financial target (total raised 
£6,543.75). 

St John Rescue Corps Malta has been 
helping the Foodbank Lifeline Foundation to 
deliver food hampers to those in need.  The St 
John Rescue Corps Malta will play a central role 
in the nationwide antibody testing when that 
is rolled out. As the weather warms up, they are 
starting to resume their involvement in lifeguard 
services. Their work has been highly visible over 
the response to the pandemic and due to this 
they received a visit from the Prime Minister of 
Malta on Monday 1 June.

St John Guernsey has been involved in de-
contamination cleaning, prescription delivery, 
and had agreements with local supermarkets 

to carry out deliveries for vulnerable people. 
The team has worked with local airlines to take 
on their staff as volunteers and is providing 
volunteers to other charities such as Meals 
on Wheels. They have also been running a 
caring callers scheme for more vulnerable 
St John volunteers, have been working with 
occupational therapists to make sure people 
transition back into the community well, 
and have been coordinating the third sector 
response to the pandemic on the island. They 
also turned their local gin distillery into a 
hand sanitiser factory, which, using collagen 
from seaweed from local beaches, has so far 
produced over 2,000 litres.

St John Ambulance Cymru has had a 
tactical officer based at the Welsh Ambulance 
Service Incident Coordination Centre linking 
in with their Tactical Pandemic Team and was 
providing 30 additional Urgent Care Vehicles 
a week to relieve the pressures on emergency 
crews and a Paramedic ambulance four times 
a week. The team there has also provided 
support to other areas of work including Welsh 
Government-led medication delivery service 
to support local pharmacies with deliveries to 
vulnerable people. •

New livery for one of the Isle of Man vehicles.

Isle of Man crew wearing PPE provided by Isle of Man Ambulance 
Service.



Priory Garden bees update
Article by Keith Schnaar CStJ, Fellowship National Deputy Secretary

Harvesting the honey starts in June and goes through 
to October but because of the COVID-19 outbreak and 
lockdown and the Museum being closed it will not be 
possible for me to do the regular harvesting this year.

I arranged with 
Pat Lay (Security 
Officer at the Gate) 
to visit the bees to 
do an inspection, 
because May being 
the swarming 
season it was 
important to do 
this. So, one Sunday 
morning l drove to 
the Priory Garden to check them out.

The girls are doing fine but I noticed it 
was getting a little crowded, so I added 
more frames to the hive to give the bees 
more space.

There is honey 
ready to be 
extracted but I am 
unable to do this 
at present so I will 
leave the honey in 
the hive which will 
keep for now. The 
Museum and shop 
being closed, and 
not being able to 

visit as much as I would like, this seemed 
the sensible thing to do.

To our regular customers there will be 
honey in the shop in plenty of time for 
Christmas. •

In 2019 we received the good 
news that some of our regions 
were awarded a total of £65k 
in the Tesco Centenary Grant 
awards scheme. Our second 
round proved to be just as 
successful at the beginning 
of 2020 following voting that 
concluded on 31 December 
2019.

We had four bids accepted in the 
following counties:
• £25,000 - Staffordshire, Shropshire, West 

Midlands and Warwickshire 
• £25,000 - Worcestershire, Herefordshire 

and Gloucestershire
• £15,000 - East Riding of Yorkshire
• £10,000 - Northumbria, Tyne and Wear  

and Durham.

Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has caused a temporary halt to the 
projects and we were unable to attend 
all of our cheque presentations. We are 
looking forward to resuming the cheque 
presentations when business as usual 
returns!

The Centenary Grant scheme involved a 
highly competitive application and voting 
process and the Community Fundraising 
team did an amazing job trying to secure 
a place in each region around the country. 
Our thanks go out to every member of the 
St John family and to all Tesco shoppers for 
spreading the word and giving us their blue 
tokens. •

Tesco Headstart 
for 2020 
Community 
Fundraising
Article by Charlotte Beaton, Community 
Fundraising Coordinator – West Midlands



Community Fundraising in the West Region
Article by Charlotte Beaton, Community Fundraising Coordinator – West Midlands

During this difficult time, our frontline volunteers have been doing amazing things to keep our 
communities safe and support the fight against COVID-19, but they aren’t the only ones doing their 
bit! Across the region, from Badgers to senior managers, our people have been making the most of 
lockdown to raise fantastic amounts in the name of St John.

In the West Midlands, Dudley 
ASU came together to walk 
over 1,000 miles and raise an 
incredible £1,500. Their individual 
challenges have included 
haircuts, knitting and selling 
teddy bears and cycling 110 
miles in fancy dress.

They aren’t the only ones 
getting active: the Regional 
Youth Forum have been running, 
walking and cycling as part of 
their West Youth Marathon and 
are well on their way to hitting 
their £1,000 target. Natalie Clark 
from Wiltshire has climbed Ben 
Nevis from the comfort of her 
home; Molly Creasar-Ogden, 
a Cadet from Oswestry, has 
run a Marathon; and units in 
Halesowen have just started a 
challenge to run, walk and cycle 
“All Over the World”.

We’ve had plenty of people 
braving the shave for St John. 
Ronald Degg from Longton ASU 
has shaved his very impressive 
beard with District Manager, Jon 
Mannion, set to join him. Emma-
Kate Rickard from Dorset may 
not have shaved her head, but 
she has dyed it a rather fetching 

shade of green to raise money 
and, of course, to match her  
St John uniform.  

Exeter University unit has been 
busy as ever, with quizzes, open 
mic nights and one member, Jay, 
completing a 17-hour streaming 
marathon – a fantastic team 
effort! In Pendeford there’s been 
more brilliant work going on. 
We want to give a special shout 
out to Oscar, who designed a 
superhero with his dad and ran 
a “guess-the-name” competition; 
sisters Hannah, Megan and 
Sophie who ran 100km; and 
Susie who bounced on her 
trampoline 1,000 times (with 
help from her toy badger, Boris!).

As always our County Priory 

Group, County Presidents and 
Fellowship volunteers have been 
doing incredible work. Many 
have been setting up JustGiving 
pages, contacting donors and 
even arranging garden open 
days. Staffordshire County Priory 
Group has been extremely 
successful by enlisting the help 
of the Masonic Knights Templars 
and the Lord Lieutenant, and 
Gloucestershire County Priory 
Group has also been successful 
in approaching their contacts 
and have come up with some 
innovative fundraising event 
ideas. Diana Crabtree, West 
Midlands County President, put 
together a socially distanced 
virtual walk to the eye hospital 
and Yardley Unit President, 
Stephen Jackson, climbed 
Everest on his stairs wearing a 
Bertie badger mask! 

In Cheadle, Fellowship 
volunteers have been working 
hard and we’d like to give 
particular thanks to Sheila 
Cooper who has been making 
and selling masks. Sheila has 
raised over £600 so far with 
more coming in as we speak. 

Warwickshire and Coventry 
Fellowship has been busy not 
only supplying food to their local 
ambulance hub but also putting 
their heads together to think up 
some fundraising ideas. John 
Downey, for example, will be 
shaving a beard for the first time 
in 44 years!  

There is so much amazing 
work going on across the region 
and we want to say a massive 
thank you to everyone who’s 
contributed to our efforts. This 
is just a small snapshot, but we 
want to make sure everyone gets 
recognised for their incredible 
contributions. •



Fundraising Successes
Article by Rebecca Mauger, Director of Fundraising

Just ten weeks after launching our major COVID Response fundraising campaign we have raised 
£3,000,732 - over half of our £6,000,000 target!

Within a week of the launch of St John’s 
COVID-19 National Plan in mid-March, our 
fundraising teams had sprung into action 
to earn the funds needed to support our 
activities on the front line. This has been an 
amazing joint effort with fundraising staff 
and volunteers pulling together in a way 
most of us have not experienced before. This 
intensifying of our ‘normal’ operations has 
resulted in some major step-changes for us 
as a fundraising organisation:

• In the whole of 2019 we received 892 
donations online. In six weeks of our COVID 
campaigning we received 3000 donations.

• In the whole of 2019 we had five £50k+ 
donations. Since this campaign began we 
have received thirteen £50k+ donations 
from major donors, corporates and trust 
funds.

• Over 738 virtual (JustGiving) pages have 
been created – mostly by volunteers - so 
far raising £276k.

• In 2019 an average unit fundraised £250; 
in April 2020 the average was £700.

We have seen a number of St John 
‘fundraising firsts’: TV ads on Sky, coordinated 
campaigns on Facebook and Twitter, a Virtual 
Garden Tour, live quizzes, a Stacey Dooley 
documentary. All these have raised our 
profile and created a wider donor base for 
now and into the future.

We are so proud of our volunteers whose 
care and compassion has made a real 
difference to patients in their communities, 
and we are moved by what they tell us. 

“I chat to the patients about daily 
life and enjoy making them laugh. I 
pass on little messages left by family 
members – it is all very emotional.” 
Charlotte, hospital volunteer

Not just content with giving their all on 
the front line, our amazing volunteers have 
reached for the top in their fundraising 
efforts. Their enthusiasm, talent and sheer 
ingenuity have cheered us on a daily 
basis, as you’ll see from this wonderful NZ/
England dance co-production, just one of 
the outbursts of creativity: https://youtu.be/
RzLc5eqZbRc.

You will find many inspiring stories in this 
edition of Priory News from CPGs around 
the country, examples of St John people 
stepping up to Save Lives Together.  

Our COVID support in hospitals and in 
communities will continue at least until 
October and we will be giving thousands 
more hours a month of ambulance and 
hospital support. As our volunteers return 
to their day jobs, we must ensure that more 
volunteers are given the vital training they 
need to work alongside the NHS in this crisis. 
With your help we can make this happen and 
achieve our £6,000,000 goal.

“Some people may find it 
surprising that we’re doing this from 
a voluntary perspective, but it’s why 
we train week in week out, striving 
to have the highest standards to 
ensure we can help in times like this. 
I feel incredibly proud to play my 
part; in particular, training other 
volunteers who are going to go out 
and help in their local community.” 
George, volunteer

Fundraising in Leicestershire and Rutland
Article by Alison Cook, Community Fundraising Coordinator

The community fundraising team would like to express their sincere thanks to 
Leicestershire County Priory Chair, Col Robert Martin and President, Col Robert 
Boyle, who, with the support of Jean Mardon, have thrown themselves into 
supporting St John Ambulance at this time of uncertainty. They have shared 
our Emergency Appeal and reached out throughout Leicestershire and Rutland 
and have, to date, raised an incredible £3,140 with donations still coming in. •



The Priory Church in World War Two
Article by Tom Foakes

During the night of 10 May 1941, over 500 German bombers dropped their deadly load over London, 
in what was to be the last major raid of the Blitz. In that single night over 1,000 people would lose their 
lives and 11,000 homes would be destroyed. The Clerkenwell area came under intense bombardment, 
and an incendiary bomb pierced the roof of the Priory Church of the Order of St John and quickly 
set fire to the wooden fixtures and furniture of the interior. In spite of the valiant efforts of local 
firewatchers, the roof and interior of the building were entirely consumed in the blaze.

Among the rubble of the church’s 
interior the distorted tail fin of a 1kg 
incendiary bomb was found. These 
devices fell in their millions upon London, 
Coventry, Plymouth, Southampton, and 
many other cities across the UK. The 
heaviest German bomber could release 
over 1,000 of these small bombs in a single 
sortie. Upon impact, the thermite packed 
into each bomb was ignited. Combined 
with the magnesium casing, the explosion 
would produce a flame capable of melting 
steel, which was near impossible for fire 
crews to extinguish.

The next morning those first on the scene were greeted by what 
remained of the church – four walls surrounding the charred ruins 
of the interior, which lay open to the sky. It was inconceivable that 
any effort could be made to rebuild the church while the Order and 
St John Ambulance were so heavily involved in humanitarian work 
across the country. It was not until May 1943 that it was agreed to 
formulate a plan to gather the necessary funds to rebuild the church 
– initially estimated at £85,000–£90,000, or £3.5 million by today’s 
standards.

By March 1944, a proposal from the respected ecclesiastical 
architect Sir Ninian Comper was accepted by the Order. It was an 
elaborate and ambitious scheme which would remove all vestiges of 
the ruined structure, to make way for the construction of an ornate 
octagonal nave in the Gothic style, surrounded by a colonnade of 
classical columns. Estimated costs would rise to £200,000 by 1947.

The decision to pull down the church’s remaining walls was a cause 
of concern for some Order members. Fine examples of peculiarly 
London architectural features would be lost if Comper’s plans were 
seen through to completion. Additionally there were fears that raising 

such a grand structure in a city still reeling 
from the devastation of the Blitz would 
neither be sensible nor morally sound, or 
in fact possible, considering the enormous 
sum of money required.

This last concern was to prove prescient 
as the Church Appeal Committee 
struggled to raise the necessary funds. By 
1949, the scheme began to appear wildly 
impractical and by 1951 Comper had 
withdrawn from the project and John Seely 
(Lord Mottistone) and Paul Paget were 
invited to take over. In a radical departure 
from the previous scheme, the standing 

walls would be repaired and roofed over to create an uncluttered 
space for the Order’s religious and ceremonial activities. Additionally, 
a memorial garden would be constructed and restoration work 
completed on the crypt.

On 17 October 1958, the completed church was rededicated by Dr 
Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury and Prelate of the Priory 
Church. What the rebuilt church lacks in architectural splendour, it 
more than makes up for in its utilitarian modesty and suitability for 
the modern Order. Its grandeur now emanates from the people and 
their heroic deeds which are celebrated within its four plain white 
walls. •
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Seely and Paget concept drawing.



Fundraising Successes in Northumbria
Article by Lynn Horrocks, Deputy Chair, Northumbria CPG

The Northumbria branch of the St John family has been keeping busy, not only with virtual training 
but also with supporting the NHS (scrubs and isolation gown making as well as assistance in hospitals) 
and NEAS, and fundraising.  

Fundraising events have kept everyone in touch and included 
many activities including individuals running 500 miles around their 
gardens, sponsored silences, selling of bags and bag craft kits, units 
getting together to raise as much as possible, and much more.

Newcastle unit is in the middle of a virtual walk from John O’Groats 
to Land’s End, aiming to raise a pound per mile, and they are well on 
the way with over £550 raised so far. Everyone has been encouraged 
to join in with their daily steps and nothing is too small to add to the 
total.

The Gateshead unit has gone above and beyond. They have set 
each other challenges and have smashed their initial target of £500! 

Unit Manager Gary Robertson explained: “At first, we started with 
individual pages on Facebook but then we decided to get together 
as a group and set up fun challenges to record videos and take 
picture to share them with others as well as, hopefully, raise funds 
for St John Ambulance in the process. Some of the challenges have 
included head shaving, getting covered in custard and doing a 5k run 
in fancy dress.

“Our volunteers have loved these challenges and have been 
overwhelmed by the support they have had from family and friends. 
So far the videos have over 1,000 views and we have raised £2,490. 
These challenges have helped bring the unit closer together during a 
time of great distancing.”

We have all be supported by our regional fundraiser Joanna Plumb 
who has kept tabs on our activities and tallies. •



New County Priory Group Chairs June 2020
Article by Annie Victory

We would like to welcome the five newly appointed County Priory Group Chairs who begin their roles 
this St John’s Day and thank them for joining the St John family during this unusual time. We hope you 
enjoy your time as a CPG Chair and we are looking forward to working with you for our great cause. We 
would also like to say farewell and thank the County Priory Group Chairs stepping down – thank you 
for all your contributions, energy and experience that has helped the organisation in many ways. We 
are very grateful to you. Many thanks also to Daryl Perkins who held the reigns in Humberside after 
Ralph Marshall sadly passed away last November.

Stepping down
Roger Jacob – Devon
Tim Weale – Hampshire
Alan Boaden – Northamptonshire
Gordon Cameron – North Yorkshire & 
Teesside

Northamptonshire CPG Chair
Wing Commander John Chappell  
MBE AE VR

John was 
Commissioned 
into the RAF 
in 1987 and 
has completed 
tours in the UK, 
Germany, Italy, 
Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey and 
Afghanistan, 

mainly in support roles, including welfare 
and emergency planning, in which he 
trained at the Emergency Planning College.  
John left the RAF for six years in the 90s 
and worked for Kent County Council 
Social Services where his work included 
maintaining the rest centre plan for North 
East Kent and the training of PTSD debriefing 
teams.  Re-joining in 1999, he now works 
as a Full-Time Reservist within the Air Staff 
Strategy Team and is the Executive Officer 
for 601 (County of London) Squadron.  
Before this he was the Deputy Team Leader 
of the Defence Youth Engagement Review 
Team with responsibility for the terms and 
conditions of Adult Volunteering within the 
MOD Sponsored Cadet Forces, including the 
creation of the Cadet Force Commission, 

approved by Her Majesty the Queen in 2017.  
John is a Freeman of the City of London, and 
a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company 
of Fletchers.  He has previous fundraising 
experience with St John in Lincolnshire and 
is delighted to be coming back to St John 
in the role of Chair of the Northamptonshire 
CPG.

Hampshire CPG Chair
Annabelle Boyes MBE DL

Annabelle 
has been the 
Receiver General 
and Canon 
Treasurer (Chief 
Operating Officer) 
and a member 
of the Chapter 
of Winchester 
Cathedral since 

2008. In this role she was responsible for 
securing £11.9 million in funding for the 
Cathedral from the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund for the ‘Kings and Scribes, the Birth of a 
Nation’ project. This has resulted in the recent 
opening of three floors of major exhibitions 
in the South Transept of the Cathedral and a 
new learning centre to benefit 25,000 school 
children who visit the Cathedral annually.

On St John’s Day she is looking forward to 
taking on the role of County Priory Group 
Chair for Hampshire. Previously serving as a 
Trustee of the Priory for six years, Annabelle 
values enormously the work of St John 
Ambulance and the huge number of 
volunteers that make the organisation so 
special. Fascinated by the history of St John 

and the richness of its heritage, Annabelle is 
looking forward to growing the Fellowship 
and carrying on the magnificent work of her 
predecessor. 

Amongst her other activities she 
is currently Chair of the Cathedrals’ 
Administration and Finance Association, an 
independent charitable organisation that 
represents all English Cathedrals. She is a 
Non-Executive Director of Winchester Social 
Enterprise which is engaged in early years 
education provision, a Chartered Director 
and Fellow of the Institute of Directors, and a 
member of the British Retail Consortium.

Annabelle has lived in Hampshire for over 
30 years, bringing up her two children in the 
county. 

She was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours in 2017 and was granted 
her commission as a Deputy Lieutenant of 
Hampshire in January 2020.

North Yorkshire & Teesside CPG Chair
Revd Philip J Carrington MBE CStJ MA 
MCMI

Philip writes: 
I am delighted 
to have been 
appointed 
Chairman of the 
County Priory 
Group for North 
Yorkshire and 
Teesside. I am 
back home again!

Born in York, I trained as a Chartered 
Electronics Engineer (CEng) becoming 
Marketing Manager for Europe, Africa, and 



the Middle East. 
I remain a Member of the Chartered 

Management Institute (MCMI).
Ordained as an Anglican Priest I served 

my title in the Diocese of York. My MA in 
Theology and Religious Studies is from Leeds 
University. Moving to be Trust Chaplain and 
Chaplaincy Manager for the South Tees 
Hospitals NHS Trust, I also served as County 
Chaplain for St John Ambulance in North 
Yorkshire and Teesside. I was honoured 
to receive the MBE for Service as Hospital 
Chaplain.

Before retirement, I was invited to be 
Vicar of the Parish of St Stephen, Guernsey, 
and Head of Chaplaincy Services for the 
Guernsey Board of Health. Whilst there was 
encouraged to become Commander St John 
Ambulance for the Bailiwick of Guernsey.

Returning to God’s own County, I am 
currently County President and Commander 
in the Order of St John (CStJ).

I look forward to my new appointment 
from St John’s Day.

Humberside CPG Chair
Mr Ashley Mason JP 

Ashley is 30 years 
old and lives in 
York with his wife 
Danielle, who is from 
the East Riding. He 
is a Paramedic and 
currently manages 
health and well-being 
services at a large 
independent school.

He has extensive experience in a range 
of strategic positions in the public, private 
and third sector; including multimillion 
pound charities and economic development 
organisations. He is a City Councillor in York 
where he chairs the Licensing Authority and 
is Vice Chair of the North Yorkshire Police, Fire 
and Crime Panel. Ashley was appointed as a 
Magistrate in 2018 and will serve as Sheriff of 
York from 2021-22.

In his spare time, Ashley is an active 
member of the Company of Merchant 
Adventurers and enjoys walking and 
afternoon tea.

He is excited to be joining St John at 

this important time and is looking forward 
to meeting local members and helping 
promote the Order and its great work!

Devon CPG Chair
Dave Shuttleworth MCIPR

Dave is already 
well-known 
within St John 
Ambulance as 
a longstanding 
member of 
the external 
communications 
team, which he 
joined in 2013. 

Born in Yorkshire and raised in Somerset, his 
connections to Devon include four years as 
Head of Marketing and Communications at 
Petroc, one of the county’s leading colleges, 
plus extensive work with Exeter’s Royal Albert 
Memorial Museum and the Plymouth City 
Museum, both as a freelance PR practitioner 
and as Head of External Relations for the 
Museum, Libraries and Archives Council. He 
and his wife moved to Plympton St Maurice 
in 2017.

Under Roger’s leadership, Devon CPG 
has always been hugely supportive of my 
professional work with St John and that – 
along with the fact I’m constantly amazed 
at the passion and commitment of our 
volunteers – inspired me to apply for the role 
as his successor,” says Dave. “I feel honoured 
to follow in his footsteps as CPG chair, and 
I’m delighted he is staying on as County 
President.

“I look forward to working with the team, 
building on the great work they already do, 
and supporting all of the St John volunteers 
in this beautiful county.”

When we’re not in lockdown, Dave enjoys 
travelling and spending time with family – 
especially his ten grandchildren who keep 
him very busy. His hobbies include writing, 
illustration and watching far too many films 
(a hangover from a previous career in cinema 
management and marketing). •

Next Dean of 
the Priory of 
England and 
the Islands 
Appointed
The Very Reverend Dr 
John Hall KCVO, Dean 
Emeritus of Westminster, 
has been appointed as the 
next Dean of The Priory 
of England & The Islands, 
effective St John’s Day, 
in succession to The Very 
Reverend Dr Nicholas 
Frayling KStJ. The St John 
family very much looks 
forward to working with 
him in his role as Dean, 
as well as trustee of The 
Priory of England and of  
St John Ambulance. 

The Very Reverend John Hall 
joins us from his last post as Dean 
of Westminster Abbey and Dean 
of The Order of The Bath for the 
period 2006-2019, and following a 
distinguished career in the Church 
of England, most notably as Chief 
Education Officer for The Church of 
England for eight years, bringing that 
wealth of experience to support our 
Priory and our charity.

The Priory News team passes on 
warmest congratulations to the new 
Dean. An in-depth interview will be 
planned for the next issue. •



St John’s Day Past and Present
Article by Rob Millington

Normally, around this time of year, my team and I are becoming rather busy. The last few days before our 
Priory’s St John’s Day celebrations are filled with all sorts of activities within St John’s Gate. There are robes 
to be sorted, symbols to be polished, seating plans to be adjusted and a plethora of other tasks which all 
go towards delivering the largest and most complicated non-operational event of the St John year.

Although exhausting, it is an honour and 
a privilege to be responsible for such a vast 
undertaking, especially one which means so 
much to so many St John people. For many 
it is the high point of our year; an enduring 
opportunity celebrate our past and to look 
forward our future. Whilst our celebrations 
have evolved, it is heart-warming to know 
that we are continuing a tradition begun by 
our monastic forebears over 900 years ago.

We have, I’m sure, become accustomed 
to the general form of our activities which 
began with the move to St Paul’s Cathedral 
in the early 1950s. Prior to this, St John’s Day 
was largely celebrated within the much 
smaller confines of the Priory Church and  
our great processions used to cross from  
St John’s Gate in full ceremonial splendour.

1931 stands out as a particularly 
spectacular year. The occasion marked the 
centenary of the first attempts to restore 
the Order in England and our celebrations 
were relocated, by special permission of King 
George V, to Westminster Abbey. Her Royal 
Highness The Duchess of York – the future 
Queen Elizabeth – attended in her capacity 
as Commandant-in-Chief of the Nursing 
Divisions and led their procession into the 
Abbey.

The night of 10 May 1941 saw the 
destruction of the Priory Church during 
and air-raid. The tail of the incendiary bomb 
survived the inferno and is now within the 
collection at St John’s Gate. However, loss 
of the Priory Church was not to halt the 
proceedings and on St John’s Day 1947, the 
service was held within the burned-out walls. 
Following a fundraising appeal, the Church 
was rebuilt to a design by Lord Mottistone 
and rededicated in 1958.

By the time the Priory Church was ready, 
the service had already been moved to 
St Paul’s Cathedral so that all Members of 
the Order could be invited. Moving within 
the boundary of the City of London also 
permitted the involvement of the Lord 
Mayor who both attends our service and 
also welcomes us to Mansion House for our 
General Assembly.

1987 saw an event like no other in 
the history of St John. In addition to our 
traditional celebrations the Great St John 
Party was held in Hyde Park to mark the 
centenary of the St John Ambulance 
Brigade. 130 marquees, four circus tents, 
over 100 toilets and four miles of fencing 
were assembled for the largest gathering of 
St John People ever. Her Majesty the Queen 

attended, along with the Duke of Edinburgh 
and the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester. 
At this point I must confess to being there 
– aged three – and watching the activities 
from my grandfather’s shoulders!

Although our celebrations have long 
been popular with visitors from across the 
worldwide family of St John, few contingents 
can match the sheer style of the 120 
volunteers from St John Hong Kong who 
visited us to mark their own centenary in 
2017.

St John’s Day has been with us – through 
highs and lows – and I hope that next year 
we will be able to meet again. Alas knowing 
just how much it means makes it even more 
difficult to have had to cancel our usual 
celebrations for this year. Instead we would 
like all St John People to spare five minutes 
to mark the occasion in their own way at 
home and to share their activities via social 
media. Additionally, the Priory Dean will lead 
a short online act of worship on 24 June. This 
will be available from the Priory’s website. •

St John’s Day 1931, HRH The Duchess of York leads Nursing 
Members into Westminster Abbey.

St John’s Day 1936. St John’s Day 1947.

Procession from St John’s Gate (date uncertain). The Great St John Party in Hyde Park, 1987.
Volunteers from St John in Hong Kong visit St John’s Gate to 
celebrate their Centenary.



Hampshire & IOW District raise over 
£24,000 on Just Giving platform
Article by Hayley Kenward, Community Fundraiser - South East

And a special thank you and farewell to Christine Atkinson as she steps down as Hampshire County 
President and welcome to Jonathan Whitaker who replaces her.

Christine Atkinson, 
Hampshire County 
President has been 
volunteering for  
St John Ambulance 
for over 20 years and 
she said, “In that time, 
I have seen first-
hand how invaluable 
St John’s support 
to the Hampshire 

community has been”.
Hayley Kenward, Community Fundraiser said, “Christine has done it 

again, year after year Christine raises over £15k for St John. When she 
steps down on St John’s Day as president she will be really missed 
by not only myself but all the volunteers in Hampshire as she’s really 
made a difference during her time as President.  I’d just like to say a 
massive thank you, for all the fundraising you have done, year after 
year with your luncheon events, applying for grants and speaking to 
the community about the work we do at St John. I know how much 
hard work goes into all this and it’s truly appreciated”.

Christine with her Just Giving page has raised an incredible 
£12,965.00 to-date and that’s not including Gift Aid on top of some 
donations.

Another thanks and welcome goes to Jonathan Whitaker who will 
replace Christine on St John’s Day as Hampshire County President.  
Jonathan said, “I have been inspired by Christine and what she has 

done, so I thought I’d better start to do some fundraising too and I 
have been really surprised and thankful for all the support I’ve had on 
my Just Giving page”.

The Portsmouth Adult, Youth and Students have really pulled 
together to support the CEO’s challenge for all volunteers to raise 

£100 each.  Wendy McCormick, Team Captain of 
the Portsmouth Adult and Youth page said, “In 
the spirit of teamwork during this time of social 
distancing which is delaying us celebrating 125 
years of voluntary service within the city, let’s 
see how well we can do as a team and not just 
as an individual volunteer.”

The picture to the left is of Luke who is a 
member of the Portsmouth Team which shows 
him on his second day in A&E, volunteering for 
St John. •

Current fundraising total as of Monday 1 June 2020
Christine Atkinson  £12,965.00
Jonathan Whitaker    £8,150.00
Portsmouth Unit    £2.078.00
Portsmouth LINKS    £1,215.55

Total so far   £24,408.55
Combined Gift Aid £2,302.00
Grand Total so far  £26,710.55

Organ Donor Award ceremony update 2020
Thank you for your patience regarding the 2020 Organ Donor Award ceremonies. Regretfully all 
have been cancelled by NHSBT across the nation due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which we are 
sure you will understand.
Thank you for your patience regarding the 2020 Organ Donor Award ceremonies. Regretfully all have been cancelled by NHSBT across 
the nation due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which we are sure you will understand. The NHSBT regional offices will send awards out by 
post, with a covering letter explaining the situation. Ceremonies for next year are being considered and discussed and we will keep you 
updated with developments. Many thanks for all the hard work done on organising the ceremonies. •



Hoddesdon St John Ambulance Youth 
Unit raise thousands to support the 
COVID-19 emergency appeal
The unit set themselves a target 
of completing 1,784 miles in 
four weeks - the equivalent of 
walking to Malta. The group, 
which consists of 14 children 
aged seven to 18, and seven 
leaders, wanted to make 
a difference during these 
unprecedented times.

Hoddesdon St John Ambulance Youth 
Unit has now raised over £2,200 and walked 
over 2,000 miles to support the COVID-19 
emergency appeal. They completed the 
challenge five days early by walking, running 
or cycling - a great way to encourage exercise 
during lockdown.

Sarah King, the youth unit manager at 
Hoddesdon, said: “Youth units are closed 
at the moment, but the Youth Leaders are 
working tirelessly running virtual youth 
meetings to remain in contact with the young 
people to support them emotionally where 
needed and promote good mental health. 

“We are facing extraordinary demands 
and the whole organisation has mobilised to 
tackle this virus. And our message is clear – we 
need to Save Lives Together. 

“To do this, we have launched an 
Emergency Appeal that aims to raise a 
significant amount of unrestricted funds 
for St John Ambulance.  The CEO of St John 
Ambulance had previously asked each 
volunteer to raise £100 to support the appeal.”

Amy, one of the older Cadets, said: ‘The 
challenge was tough, but we worked hard 
as a team. Our legs ache but it has improved 
our health and encouraged us to get out. A 
few suffered injury along the way, but soon 
recovered and continued on. We travelled 
through England, France and Italy, with 
evening history lessons from one of the 
leaders to keep us on track. An amazing 
experience”

Sarah King added: “The team has been 
amazing. We increased our fundraising target 

half way through to keep us motivated, We 
need a few days rest now, then as a team we 
are going to amble back home from Malta 
to keep our spirits up. Let’s hope the weather 
holds.”

To make a donation to the unit’s sponsored 
journey visit: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
HoddesdonYouth •



St John Fellowship and St John 
Ambulance working side by side 
Article by John Downey, Events Lead Special Projects, Coventry & Warwickshire Fellowship Chair Fundraiser

Football stadium honours John Clarkson OStJ
Article by Hazel Thompson, Trainer Assessor and Fellowship Member

Rotherham New York Stadium has renamed their first aid room after 
John Clarkson who passed away last year.

John dedicated his life to St John from the age of eight and held many roles within the 
Organisation. In his adult life he started a new Division at Rotherham then went on to be 
Rotherham Deputy Area Commissioner, Area Staff Officer - Adventure, County Staff Officer, 
County Commissioner Youth and East District Manager. He finally went back to Rotherham as 
Volunteer and Duty Manager.

He was recognised for his dedication and commitment to St John in 1993 when he was 
invested as a Serving Brother and again in 2014 he was invested as an Officer of the Order.

John was heavily involved in setting up the new first aid facilities at New York Stadium and this 
was at a time when the stadium was still being built. John attended meetings in his own time 
and own cost, he took time out of his normal daytime job to go and help. It was during one of 
the design team planning meetings that John had a look at the plan’s and noticed that the first 

aid room wouldn’t be big enough. Fortunately, the builders hadn’t started on this area yet and so they were able to make some last 
minute alterations to a room that even now, probably could have been bigger, and that was all down to John.

Paul Davis, the Stadium Manager said “John was a well-respected colleague who contributed to two teams here at New York 
Stadium, the medical team and Rotherham United.  He undertook his role at Rotherham United via St John Ambulance with great 
honour and professionalism. He attended meetings on non-matchdays with the Safety Advisory Group and worked matchdays as a key 
member of our senior safety management team”.

In recognition of his dedication to the safety of the club, Tony Stewart, the chairman, decided to honour him by renaming the first 
aid room “the John Clarkson First Aid Room”. •

The idea was broached to me by the District Manager, and another member came up with the idea 
independently, that volunteers were going out of our hub, at silly o’clock in the morning and staying 
out for up to 12 hour shifts before returning to the hub. At present we are supplying volunteers to 
emergency vehicles, PTS vehicles and George Elliott Hospital from the hub. 

The idea was that to support them the 
Fellowship could be able to arrange for some 
welfare items for these volunteers. 

I did some research with the Hub Manager 
and Logistics Officer and they came up 
with a list of items that are appreciated by 
the volunteers who often don’t get the 

opportunity to shop for supplies during their 
duty. 

On our weekly Committee conference call 
our Area President and Fellowship member 
proposed that a proportion of our Social Fund 
be used to purchase welfare supplies and 
donate these to the hub. 

The proposal was passed unanimously, 
another member and I went to the local 
Bookers and purchased the items in the 
picture, and we then transported this to 
Coventry HQ where the welfare donation was 
gracefully received by the Hub Manager and 
the Logistics Officer. •

George England on the right and John Downey on the left. Ben Hogan on the Right and John Downey on the left.
Lucienne Otten an ETA and unit manager on the right and 
George England on the left. 



The St John Ambulance First Aid Kit
Article by Tom Foakes

A feature in homes and in workplaces across the globe, a first aid kit is something that is so 
commonplace and is such an obvious necessity that it is given little thought or attention. However, this 
practical compendium, containing simple everyday items such as sticking plasters and bandages, was 
revolutionary in its 19th century conception and it is the charity St John that was responsible.

Before the formation of St John Ambulance the provision of free 
medical care to all was a noble aspiration, which bore little relation to 
the lived experience of those most in need of such a universal service, 
the poor and the vulnerable. With the foundation of the St John  
Ambulance Association in 1877, to provide free first aid training, 
and in 1887 the St John Ambulance Brigade, to offer free first aid 
assistance wherever the public required it, St John positioned itself at 
the heart of communities – where it has remained ever since.

While compassion and empathy are key components of patient 
care, since the first Hospitaller Knights in Jerusalem in the 11th 
century, St John has always been at the cutting edge of medical 
advancement. The silver plate and herbal remedies used in the 
medieval period ensured that sick pilgrims received the best available 
care; during the First World War the Order’s Field Hospital at Étaples 
exploited x-ray and electro-cardiograph technology to aid effective 
treatment of battlefield casualties; and today St John volunteers 
continue to provide exemplary assistance with the latest medical 
equipment.

Yet the humble first aid kit endures as the cornerstone of St John’s 
global caring mission. In 1879 it was Sir John Furley, the first Director 
of Stores, who put together a standardised “First Aid Hamper”, 
brimming with the necessary supplies with which to treat the injured. 
From the store headquarters at St John’s Gate, St John has become 
not only an international humanitarian charity, but also a global 

provider of first aid equipment. In Britain alone, the commercial 
income generated from the sale of first aid equipment totals more 
than £12 million, with all profit used to support the caring mission of 
the charity.

In times of conflict, in natural disaster, in communities across the 
globe, St John’s 500,000 volunteers use their skills, training and the 
practical tools developed by St John to give care to those in need. 
From a plaster on a finger at a village féte to complex eye surgery at 
the Order’s Jerusalem hospital, all may be traced to that initial 19th 
century aspiration to provide free medical care wherever it is needed. •

1940s tin toys representing two volunteers and the ambulance ‘Sympathy’.
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A Tribute to Esmee Salkeld DStJ
Article by The Hon Lady Fiona Barttelot, National Fellowship President

Since the publication of the last issue of Priory News, we were saddened to hear of the passing of 
Esmee Salkeld, who held many positions and played a major role in St John over very many years.

The Hon Lady Fiona Barttelot, National 
Fellowship President, has written the 
following tribute. We have received tributes 
from several other St John people as well 
and, In order to give these the space they 
deserve, we will be running them on the 
Priory website in the week of St John’s Day.

Lady Barttelot writes:
I got to know Esmee over 20 years ago 

when I was the Chief President. In those 
days Esmee was often sitting in Reception 
at St John’s Gate. She always gave a warm 
welcome with a lovely smile.

She was a founder member of The 
Fellowship and knew Sheila Puckle well. I had 
the greatest respect for her, with her wealth 
of knowledge of all its members. Since I 
became President of The Fellowship, Esmee, 
who became Assistant National Secretary, 
has helped me enormously, especially over 
the difficult years and I like to think I was 
some comfort to her.

When she was coming up for her 90th, 
I said we must have a party for her. Her 
negative reply,

“I don’t do parties now, and I am too old”, 
made me all the more determined. With the 
PAG we did it, and she was thrilled. Many 
of her friends came to the Chapter Hall, 

Joyce Stickley made a lovely cake and we all 
celebrated.

I had asked her to tell me a bit about her 
life story. She told me she had lived in Kenya 
when very young. Her father worked out 
there and her mother was a nurse. It was a 
difficult time during the

Mau Mau troubles. When her father died 
her mother brought her back to England. 
She finished her education, did various 
jobs, including selling Wedgewood china in 
Oxford Street, which is where she met her 
great friend Bernie. 

One day Bernie invited her to go on a  
St John Ambulance coach trip to Wales to 
go down a coal mine. Esmee went, enjoyed 
it and that was the beginning of her life with 
St John. She joined St John Ambulance, 
drove ambulances, was a radio operator 

and worked all through the IRA atrocities 
in London. She recounted on one occasion 
how she just hung on to a tree in Whitehall 
as a mass of demonstrators surged past her.

She was a member of the Harrow Division, 
eventually became a leading light in the 
Harrow Fellowship Branch, and making the 
splendid Museum in their old Headquarters.

I am so grateful to the members of that 
Fellowship for all the kindness, help, care, and 
for looking after her through all her illness.

I spoke to Esmee a week or so before she 
died, she said: “I will not be coming back to 
The Gate, will you look after my Fellowship 
Standard? I am leaving it in your hands 
and it must not go anywhere without your 
permission.” I promised her I would. She 
told me that she herself had concocted a 
standard for the Fellowship when we had 
the Nona-Centenary event at The Royal 
Tournament!

Afterwards she had two properly made. 
One went to Jersey, which they have kept 
and the other is in the Fellowship Office. It 
was her pride and joy. I feel honoured to look 
after it.

I rang her the day before she died. The 
nurse asked if she wanted to speak to me, 
“Fiona”, and she said “No”. I knew then it was 
the end. •

Esmee Salkeld, 1977.

Esmee and her display in 2004.

Esmee with The Hon Lady Fiona Barttelot. Esmee Salkeld DStJ.

Esmee Salkeld at her 90th. Esmee with Harrow Branch.
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ST JOHN AMBULANCE CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

This communication, and the information it contains, is (a) intended for the person(s) and/or organisation(s) to whom it is addressed 
and is for no other person(s) or organisation(s) and (b) may be confidential, legally privileged and protected by law, including law of 
copyright. Unauthorised use, copying, forwarding or disclosure of any of it may be unlawful. If you have received this communication 
in error, please contact us immediately at data-protection@sja.org.uk or by post (marked for the attention of the Data Protection 
Officer) at St John Ambulance, 27 St John’s Lane, London EC1M 4BU. For our full privacy policy including details of our data 
protection officer and retention policy, please read the full policy on our website.

“Things That County Presidents Do!”
Article by Revd Philip J Carrington MBE CStJ MA MCMI, County President St John Ambulance North Yorkshire and Teesside

There are three main roles County Presidents are undertaking during the coronavirus crisis.
Ambassador

Prior to lockdown we were ambassadors 
for the Order, the Priory and St John 
Ambulance for presentations, for example 
to a particularly embarrassed Selby 
Badger. Now with our CPG Chairs we 
maintain links with the Lord Lieutenants 
especially regarding their “THANK YOU” 
cards. We make contact with potential 
financial donors in the local community. 
We remind everyone of the “smile.amazon.

co.uk” website with “St John Ambulance Clerkenwell” as the charity 
recipient for all those “essential” online purchases. We respond 
appropriately to media enquiries, occasionally smoothing feathers 
when relationships become rather fraught. Diplomacy is part of 
being an ambassador.

Virtual Support
A thirteen-hour round trip from my 

home in the Yorkshire Dales to St John’s 
Gate nearly every month was normal. Now 
each 90-minute virtual meeting takes 
place from the dining table. I would use 
the desk but my wife, Linda, is producing 
her regular 

County Fellowship Newsletter and the 
weekly District Newsletter so I get the 
room with the view over the garden.

A privileged member of the weekly 
Chancellor’s Advisory Group enables the 
perspective of County Presidents in the 
North of England to be shared. A weekly 
District Leadership Team meeting with 
the new District Manager and his recently 

appointed team raises many interesting questions but hopefully 
we can encourage people in the right direction. Fortnightly Chief 
President’s Advisory Group works towards the completion of Nick 
William’s six years term of office.

Virtual support of local fundraising – bingo and quiz nights – and 
the CPR Marathon (see the practice session with a reluctant patient 
Paddington) is all part of a County President’s role.

Welfare Support
As an Anglican Priest I have an 

additional pastoral role – bereavement 
support. The last thing I did on the day 
lockdown was announced, 23 March 2020, 
was to conduct the funeral of a member 
of our extended family. Others too have 
received telephone and email support – 
some following an actual bereavement 
– others with a feeling of bereavement 
when isolated from family and friends. 
Discovering psychological concerns and 
mental health issues where a gentle 

encouragement to receive professional help may be required is an 
anticipated consequence of the pressures of this coronavirus crisis. 

Many appear to be grateful for our support, but surely, those are 
the things that County Presidents do! •

Care to contribute to Priory News?
If you have an interesting story to tell or have an article that would be of interest to our readers please complete a Priory News 

Submission Form and email it to Annie Victory at annie.victory@sja.org.uk or contact Annie at CPG National Office on 020 7324 4107. 

Please make sure that you complete all the details required on the form and that photos are of the highest quality available. We are 

always looking for interesting photos with captions that are not time limited for our photo library. If you no longer wish to receive Priory 

News please contact Annie Victory and your details will be removed from our database.


