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Trustee Sir David Hempleman-Adams 
completes his toughest challenge in support 
of St John Article by Joanne Shepherd

This summer, St John trustee and veteran British adventurer, Sir David Hempleman-Adams, sailed over 
5,000 miles across the Atlantic Ocean to raise awareness of the work of our charity.

After 44 days at sea on a 43-
foot yacht, overcoming many 
obstacles and setbacks along 
the way, Sir David hoped that 
his journey inspired people to 
push their boundaries, get out 
of their comfort zones and try 
something new. 

Describing his arrival into 
New York waters, Sir David said: 
‘As we went past the Statue of 
Liberty, I had a mild cry. It was 
an unforgettable moment. Such 
an iconic sight and so wonderful 
to see it after all we’ve been 
through on this voyage.’

A novice sailor before setting 
off from Plymouth on Sunday 

April 28, the explorer’s limits 
were tested by sleep deprivation, 
difficulties with technology, and 
challenging weather conditions 
including terrifying storms, plus 
the resulting damage to various 
parts of the boat.

After a pit stop in Spain, to 
assess some ongoing technical 
glitches that risked ending his 
challenge, he was determined 
to continue to the USA, so was 
joined for the rest of the voyage 
by experienced sailor, Nick 
Davey. 

Speaking about the incredible 
journey, Sir David added: ‘This 
was one of the biggest tests of 

my life and I hope that seeing 
me overcome the challenges 
we faced and push myself 
completely into the unknown 
has inspired those who’ve 
followed our journey, especially 
young people, to try something 
new. 

‘The voyage has taught me 
something I think could be 
a good analogy for life – be 
prepared, and hopefully you 
won’t get caught out. Of 
course, life bowls you the odd 
googly, but that’s when your 
experience sees you through. 
The question is, how do you 
get that experience? I think it’s 

by pushing yourself out of your 
comfort zone.’

Sir David has been involved 
with St John Ambulance for 
many years.

St John’s Chief Executive 
Martin Houghton-Brown said: 
‘We’re very proud of Sir David’s 
incredible achievement and 
hope that it will have inspired 
many across the generations 
to seek a new adventure. We 
are fortunate to have such 
a determined and inspiring 
individual as an ambassador for 
our charity.’  •
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Welcome to the latest 
edition of Priory News!

Welcome to the Christmas 
2019 issue of Priory News. In it 
you will find the usual broad 
selection of news and articles 
from around the country but 
this is a particularly poignant 
issue as we say farewell to former 
editor, colleague and friend, Tony 
Shepherd, who died suddenly in 
August after a short illness.

Tony’s impact on Priory News was 
undeniable and his presence will be sorely 
missed by all contributors and those 
involved in its production. In his memory, 
we have asked the wider world of St John 
to send in their tributes and recollections 
of this wonderful man, and you will read 
just how esteemed and respected he was 
by many colleagues and friends around the 
country on pages four to seven.

Having just started working with Tony 
assisting him in his role as editor, I now find 
myself in the slightly daunting position 
of having to take over the reins of such a 
well-established magazine. Annie and I 
hope that you enjoy reading this issue and 
learning what our St John colleagues have 
been doing over the last few months. We 
also hope you feel it does justice to Tony’s 
legacy as its editor.

It only remains to pass on our Season’s 
Greetings to all our readers and our very 
best wishes to everyone for a happy and 
peaceful New Year.

Ian

Ian Groves - Editor 
External Communications Officer

A Christmas Message  
from The Dean
‘Christmas comes but once a year’ is an old saying. I think the rest 
of it was ‘Hearts are full of gladness and bellies full of beer’, but 
perhaps my memory is at fault! At any rate, here at St John’s Gate, 
preparations are in full swing for our Carol Service, and others, and, 
I expect, a few parties as well. ‘’Tis the season to be jolly’, after all.

Well, yes. Christmas is a time of goodwill and fellowship. It would be very Scrooge-like to 
deny that; and yet, for many people there is an emptiness. This time of year brings memories 
of Christmas past, perhaps the pain of bereavement, recent or long-lasting; things we should 
have said or done, and now it’s too late…

Many will identify with some of these complexities; and yet, of course, there is another side 
to it all, and it never ceases to grab me, usually on Christmas Eve. The Christmas story – the 
real one, not what the world of commerce has made of it – is about a God who cares so 
much about the things that matter, and especially about the human family, that He came to 
earth in the form of a vulnerable child who grew to be a vulnerable adult, to demonstrate 
God’s way of living.

It’s fashionable to pour scorn on the Incarnation (which is what the birth of Jesus is) but 
this child, born in a manger, is regarded by many, many people, and me among them, as the 
true hope of ‘this old and weary world’. 

We in St John are well-placed to understand the truth expressed in the well-known carol, 
‘And He feeleth for our sadness and He shareth in our gladness’, because in our work we 
experience both these emotions. 

If it is true, what John Betjeman called ‘this most amazing tale of all’, then let me suggest a 
new year resolution:

We believe it’s all in God’s hands, and we act as if it’s in ours. 

I wish all our readers a happy and holy Christmas and peace and joy in the coming year. •



New County Chaplain for Cheshire
Article by Barrie Davies, Cheshire CPG Chair

The Rev Brian Harris was installed recently as the new 
County Chaplain for St John Ambulance in Cheshire by 
the Dean of The Order of St John, The Very Reverend 
Nicholas Frayling. Having been the vicar of a number of 
Cheshire parishes in his thirty-year ministry and living in 
Cuddington, Brian is well placed to take on this role. Now 
retired, Brian’s last parish was St John the Evangelist in 
Lostock Gralam.

The Order of St John has its origins in 
Jerusalem in the late eleventh century 
providing care for the injured Christian 
soldiers fighting the Crusades. There is 
still a St John Eye Hospital in Jerusalem 
but now looking after people of any 
faith, background or, as a charity, 
ability to pay. St John Ambulance has 
a number of volunteer units around 
Cheshire providing first aid cover for 
events as well as first aid training for 
industry and the public.

Prior to becoming a vicar Brian 
worked in the nuclear power industry 
at Risley and Knutsford, an experience 
which helped him on his first visit 
to a St John unit. Like many units 
in Cheshire, Macclesfield St John 
Ambulance has a mix of different faiths 
or none and physics provided a link 
with one volunteer who trained as a 

nuclear physicist. 
Brian is married to Alison, the 

recently retired Vicar of Witton, 
Northwich and they have two 
daughters and three delightful 
grandchildren.

At his commissioning Brian said 
“It’s a privilege to take up the role of 
chaplain to St John in Cheshire and I’m 
very much looking forward to being 
involved, visiting units and getting to 
know people. My aim is to support 
the invaluable work of the exceptional 
volunteers involved with St John, offer 
pastoral care where I can, promote 
and maintain the Christian foundation 
of the organisation whilst valuing 
the contribution and commitment of 
people of many different faith positions 
and to help to provide suitable 
recognition for what they do.” •

The Feast of St John naturally 
draws the extended Family 
of St John together. Order, 
Priory, Ambulance, Hospital, 
international and ecumenical 
celebrate their history and future 
together. Its focus falls upon  
St Paul’s Cathedral and under 
that magnificent dome the 
pilgrimage of service through  
the centuries is celebrated.

Not all can make the journey to London, and 
maturity of years, business, family pressures 
and human frailty can conspire to thwart good 
intentions. 

With these thoughts in mind St John’s 
Chaplain for Cumbria, the Rev’d Nick Devenish, 
invited the St John Family to Cartmel Priory 
to witness and celebrate the Dedication of 
the Fellowship Banner for Cumbria at Sung 
Evensong in the magnificent Augustinian Priory.

The Lord-Lieutenant of Cumbria was 
present, as were many Fellowship Members, 
active volunteers, managers, and members of 
Cumbria County Priory Group along with Wing 
Commander Steve Malloy RAFAC, who is very 
active with instructing St John first aid in the Air 
Cadet Organisation. The CPG Chair, the Rev’d 
Richard Lee, preached the sermon on the theme 
that we are ‘One in His Service’.

In the service we prayed for our brothers and 
sisters in St Paul’s and remembered all who 
had gone before us in service, “PRO FIDE, PRO 
UTILITATE HOMINUM”. The Fellowship Banner 
provided an inspiring symbol of this service 
through the centuries. •

St John 
Together!
Article by The Rev’d Richard Lee,  
Cumbria CPG Chair

The installation of Reverend Brian Harris as Cheshire County Chaplain by The Dean The Very Reverend Nicholas Frayling.



An update from Mick Messinger
Since being appointed as Chancellor I have been amazed, humbled and very grateful for the sheer 
hard work, commitment and good humour of the many hundreds of Priory volunteers who give so 
freely of their time and expertise to support and promote our great charity. Their efforts can seem 
largely ‘invisible’ on a daily basis but the resulting contribution to the success of our charity is truly 
immense and lasting. I think that it is only fair to say a very sincere thank you to them for their efforts 
and commitment. They are all simply outstanding and provide such invaluable support to our full-
time colleagues.

Our County Priory Groups go from 

strength to strength and are very active and 

effective ambassadors and fundraisers for 

St John and its work in the counties. The 

energy and organisational skills that they 

deploy in promoting St John continues to 

be outstanding as does the support and 

encouragement that they provide to our 

operational volunteer colleagues at events 

and meetings up and down the country. 

Their work in organising and leading the 

County Organ Donation Ceremonies in 

collaboration with NHS Blood and Transplant 

continues to be hugely successful. The vast 

amount of ‘behind the scenes’ planning and 

organisation is intentionally ‘invisible’ to the 

recipient families but the resulting occasions 

are greatly appreciated by the relatives and 

friends of those who have donated organs 

for the benefit of others. This continues to be 

a real jewel in the crown of St John.

Likewise the army of volunteers who 

support the activities of our museum in so 

many ways continue to be very valuable and 

vital contributors to the ongoing success 

of its activities. Whether it is helping to 

catalogue items in the collection, helping 

with archiving, assisting with the setting up 

of exhibitions, leading and informing groups 

of our visitors or stewarding special events, 

they are always there and always being part 

of the multi-faceted machinery that makes 

the museum the great success that it is.

In recent years the Fellowship has made 

giant steps forward to embrace and re-

establish branches right across the Priory. 

This work has reinforced the vitally important 

link that it provides between our operational 

colleagues and those who support our 

charity in equally important but less visible 

ways. They also provide a rich reservoir 

of experience and knowledge that is so 

valuable to us all.

It really is a very great privilege to 

be associated with such a fantastically 

committed and valuable group of Priory-

based volunteers. They continue to be 

so effective and make real and lasting 

contributions to the ongoing success of 

the charity in so many different ways. It 

continues to be a real privilege and pleasure 

to work with them all.  Thank you all so 

much for everything you do for St John. I am 

immensely grateful. •



North Yorkshire and 
Teesside Awards
Article by Rev’d Philip Carrington North Yorkshire & Teesside County President and CPG Member

Once again the County 
President St John Ambulance 
North Yorkshire and Teesside, 
Revd Philip Carrington MBE, 
had the privilege of delivering 
some much awaited delayed 
presentations.

This time it was at the Selby Unit where 
four recipients played catch-up.

Badger Grace Bradley received her Golden 
Paw and porcelain Bertie the Badger Super 
Badger Award.

Youth Leader Karen Adams received her 
Nine-Year Pin.

Chris Whitwood received his Service Medal 
for 12 years of service.

A special County President’s Letter 
of Thanks was presented to Nathaniel 
Greenhouse. Natty is a helpful Bader to his 
disabled brother Alexander. He helps with his 
schoolwork, getting dressed and gives him a 
hug when needed.

Since the awards ceremony, Nathaniel 
has gone on to win the Sun newspaper 
‘Sibling of the Year’ award – congratulations 
Nathaniel! •

Badger Grace Bradley and County President Rev’d Philip 
Carrington MBE.

Youth Leader Karen Adams receiving her 9 Year Pin from Rev’d 
Philip Carrington MBE.

Rev’d Philip Carrington MBE and Selby Unit Volunteer Chris 
Whitwood receiving his Service Medal for 12 years.

Rev’d Philip Carrington MBE and Badger Nathaniel Greenhouse.

On the 28th of September 
at our Nuneaton Unit 
we hosted our Lord-
Lieutenant Mr Tim Cox 
CStJ for a very special day.

Mr Cox not only presented a 

number of long service medals, but it 

gave us the opportunity to dedicate 

training rooms in the memory of 

two long serving, highly respected 

volunteers who had recently died.  

We were also honoured by the 

presence of the local MP Marcus 

Jones and the Mayor of Nuneaton 

Cllr June Tandy. •

Nuneaton Unit 
Dedication
Article by Colonel (Retd) Bob 
Carruthers OBE MStJ TD

Left to right: Philip Saunders, County President,  
Mr Tim Cox HM LL, Bob Carruthers CPG Chairman, 
Jon Mannion, District Manager.

Bob Carruthers CPG Chairman welcomes the guests 
to the dedication.



Remembering
Tony Shepherd, Head of County Priory Group Affairs

When Tony first took up the post of Head of Priory Affairs he instigated a series of informal meetings 
with CPG Chairs. This ensured he rapidly became aware of current procedures and best practices 
across the Country. During this time he made many friends and was always in a position to obtain at 
short notice information that helped him to arrive at the wise council he became known for.

Tony was responsible for setting up annual 
presentation ceremonies in conjunction 
with NHSBT for Organ Donor families, which 
required a very sensitive approach when 
bringing together County Priory Group 
Chairs and NHSBT Nurse Managers on a 
regional basis. When managing this feature he 
represented HRH The Duke of Gloucester, our 
Grand Prior, and drew up a set of guidelines 
that are most helpful to new CPG Chairs 
coming to post ensuring a consistency in 

approach, whilst recognising the differences 
between rural and urban counties.

Tony’s mediation skills derived from his 
Professional Care background were well 
recognised in bringing a sense of calm 
to many meetings when strong opinions 
brought different approaches to the table 
requiring resolution.

When Tony went down to two days a week 
I often sent him emails on his days off only 
to receive replies the same day including 

Sundays, a measure of his commitment  to 
our great organisation, and in particular 
the County Priory Groups during some 
very difficult times as they evolved into a 
substantive feature.

He will be sadly missed and a very hard act 
to follow. Rest in Peace Good Soldier, job 
well done!

Ivan Palmer
CPG Chair Cambridgeshire

Tony Shepherd was a totally professional, 
compassionate and hugely effective part of 
the Priory team. I recognise that I was very 
fortunate to be able to work so closely with 
him on becoming Chancellor.

His ability to foresee problems, identify solutions and negotiate 
workable and acceptable outcomes marked him out as a greatly 
valued part of the team. His dynamism in driving through the 
details of the Organ Donation Awards process with our NHS 
colleagues was one of his many crowning achievements. His 
kindness, care for others, unfailing patience, loyalty, sense of 
humour and dedication to our charity were evident in everything 
that he did. He will be very sadly missed. However, he leaves us all 
with a very rich legacy of solid foundations on which we can all 
continue to build. We are all that much better people having had 
the privilege of knowing and working with him.’

Michael Messinger LVO KStJ QPM DL, Chancellor, Priory of 
England and the Islands of The Order of St John

Tony was a remarkable man and, as a senior member of St John County Durham put it, he was ‘an 
irreplaceable friend’ to our county.  He was gifted with exceptional emotional intelligence and a 
wide range of experience of life. 

A perceptible balance and peace in his 
approach perhaps reflected his Quaker 
upbringing.  We felt that his humane wisdom 
and his ability to assess a situation with 
practical realism and diplomatic intuition left 
Durham CPG much stronger as a committee. 
He found ways through the trickiest of 
negotiations and, if followed, his advice 
proved ace every time.  He responded to 
emails immediately, even latterly on his days 
off, if the question looked problematic.  He 

took an impartial but insightful stance and his 
sense of humour and his priority of enjoyment 
of life spiced his personal kindness.

After the North District Durham Cathedral 
Rededication last June, Tony wrote individual 
notes to each member of the CPG organising 
committee, a telling and discriminating 
appreciation of their outstanding contribution 
to the success of the event, picking up detail 
which a less committed observer would 
have overlooked.  We will always be happy 

that he spent that weekend with us, and 
attended a dinner in Durham the night 
before the service which was a very relaxed 
and greatly enjoyable occasion. We will miss 
him dreadfully.  I write this with real sadness, 
finding it hard to believe that the many emails 
I received from him (some advising a stiff gin!) 
have come to a sudden end.

Dr G.E.Willmore
Chair, Durham County Priory Group

When I first applied to work with Tony and 
help with Priory News, I had no recollection of 
having met him before.

It was only during an informal meeting with him that we 
discussed former occupations and I disclosed that I had been a 
Registered Nurse and a nurse teacher. Tony then explained that he 
had undertaken his general training at the same hospital and while 
I was teaching there.

Tony was a trained psychiatric nurse and never lost his ability to 
put individuals at ease. He was a great listener, amusing and had a 
keen sense of humour. He was always available to give advice and 
support regarding Priory News, whether at work or from home, and 
he did enjoy a chat.

Tony really enjoyed his work with the County Priory Groups, 
always admiring their work and enthusiasm and was always talking 
about how much he enjoyed his visits to them. He will be sadly 
missed by them and others that he worked with.

Mike Cunvin
St John Volunteer



As a latecomer to St John on retirement, I 
joined as a new Council member of Avon in 
2012 and in 2015 was appointed Chair of what 
is now the CPG at a complete turning point in 
the history of the organisation. Tony was the 
shoulder I leaned on, who, in his quiet and 
reassuring way, led me through the difficulties 
of this change.

Whether it was the new protocol for recruiting new members of 
the CPG, appointing a County President, appointing a new Chair to 
the Honours and Awards Committee, of which, by the new rules, I 
could not be a Member or the liaison with NHBT for Organ Donor 
Ceremonies, Tony had the answer for it all. Without his valuable 
help, I doubt whether I would have remained in St John and I will 
always miss his valuable and speedy advice.

Simon Darwall-Smith
CPG Chair Avon

Being appointed Chairman of a CPG is 
daunting, to say the least.  Having been to 
see Tony Shepherd and aired my concerns, I 
realised I could manage as long as Tony was in 
the background.

From that moment on he was a tower of support not only on 
CPG matters, but also the Organ Donation Award Ceremonies 
which he did so much to organise nationally. His wisdom, common 
sense and sense of humour were inspirational to so many.  He was a 
Gentle Giant and we shall miss him dreadfully.

Laura Wallace
Suffolk CPG Chair and County President

I will always be grateful for Tony’s 
encouragement and support to me in setting 
up the CPG in Bedfordshire following the new 
regional structure for St John Ambulance.

Tony lived in Bedfordshire and I had many useful conversations 
with him over the years on CPG issues. He always gave sound 
advice and support to our CPG and was good ambassador for the 
Priory. He will be greatly missed.

Anthony Duggan OBE MStJ
CPG Chair Bedfordshire

A most welcoming and encouraging 
gentleman.

Rev Richard Lee
CPG Chair Cumbria

Tony with Sarah Holmes, Rob Millington and James Bryan.

Tony was a man of great humour and passion, 
loved and respected in equal measure by his 
volunteers and colleagues alike. 

He may be gone but the power of the good he has done in his 
career will carry on as his legacy. Thank you Tony, rest in peace.

Jon Knight
Volunteering and Young People Director

It was my privilege and pleasure to work with 
Tony on CPG matters in various parts of the 
country over several year.

Tony was a man of great integrity, with a genuine love for people, 
which he displayed in abundance. 

Totally dedicated to the ideals of St John, he used his people skills 
to ensure that everyone was valued and respected, and all done 
with grace and humour. He certainly knew how to get the best out 
of people, which earned him their respect and love in return.  A true 
gentleman and a ‘gentle man’, who will be missed by those who loved 
him and valued his friendship. Rest in peace Tony and Rise in Glory. 

Rev John Davis
National Fellowship Chair



Remembering
Tony Shepherd, Head of County Priory Group Affairs

Tony Shepherd must take huge credit for the 
strength of County Priory Groups today.

From the early days Tony has been a superb guiding light as the 
Groups settled down and found their places within the family of 
St John. Nothing was ever too much trouble for Tony and he will 
always remain an inspiration and a great friend. His departure at 
such a young age is such a loss to our organisation. RIP Tony and 
thank you.

Gordon Tollefson
CPG Chair West & South Yorkshire

Tony joined as Head of CPG affairs at a very 
turbulent time in the affairs of County Priory 
Groups.  By visiting all Counties he quickly 
understood the concerns and worked very 
hard to get the CPGs properly established and 
supported.

It is largely due to his efforts that the CPGs are now working 
efficiently with clear Terms of Reference and guidelines.  He was 
always calm and understanding and we miss his kind presence.

Alasdair Wilson
Outgoing Chairman Norfolk CPG

Tony was a true gentleman who epitomized 
all that our Order represents. He has made a 
genuine and lasting contribution and will be 
sadly missed by us all.

Keith Hunter
County Priory Group Chairman
West Midlands CPG

I first met Tony five years ago when I joined 
as Chairman of Berkshire CPG. During my 
initiation process I was lucky enough to spend 
time with Tony on a one to one basis and also 
enjoyed a couple of offsite meetings.

Tony’s dedication to making the CPG remain effective following the 
changes to St John Ambulance as an organisation was undoubted 
and he made himself fully accessible to me at any time I requested. 
I found him humble when required, informative when asked and 
efficient when he needed to be.

His assistance and support will be greatly missed by Berkshire CPG.

Clive Lawson Smith
Berkshire CPG Chair

Tony Shepherd is the type of person every 
organisation needs to have; knowledgeable, 
conscientious, diligent and always with the 
time to listen and advise.

When I was asked to Chair the CPG for Worcestershire, I went 
along to St John’s Gate to meet Tony and to get a feel for the 
role.  Tony was welcoming, informative and at all times from then 
on supportive. I shall miss his counsel, his friendly smile and the 
security he brought by always being there - a true gentleman of  
St John.

M A Armstrong
Maj Gen, Chair Worcestershire CPG

A quiet man, always there to listen, encourage, 
and support. Without Tony’s support and 
advice I would not have taken on the role of 
CPG Chair for Northamptonshire, I will always 
be grateful for that. He will be greatly missed 
by myself and many of my colleagues.

Alan Boaden CStJ
CPG Chair Northamptonshire

It saddens me greatly that I am writing a 
tribute about Tony. 

Tony was a thoughtful man, patient and calm. I will miss our 
debates and chats about politics, society and sometimes our 
differing faiths and beliefs. We often chatted about gardening, birds, 
flowers and I felt that we were building a friendship and, in some 
ways, I thought of Tony as an older brother, an uncle or a mentor 
and not just a work colleague. We both shared a love of food. I 
would often arrive at my desk to find boxed treats from a well 
known French bakery around the corner from the Gate – which I’m 
sure he knew I’d never resist. Tony would announce “one for you, 
one for me, you pick first!” and I would suggest that we savoured 
the treats with a cup of tea later on in the day. It’s moments like that 
I’ll remember with great fondness but also sadness knowing that 
they won’t be so again. I enjoyed working with Tony so much and 
I will miss him terribly – his absence is already very noticeable, but 
I’m so grateful that I knew him and got to work with him. 

Annie Victory
National County Priory Group Administrator



I first met Tony Shepherd over a coffee in a hotel in Tarporley a week or so after I was appointed in 
2013. From being a Divisional President with St John Ambulance I was now the Chair of the Priory 
Group, maybe not unwilling to take the role but very unsure if I could provide what was expected.

An hour or so with Tony and I felt a lot 
better about it. It was all so simple, Tony 
convinced me. There was not much to do 
and he gave me the confidence to have a go. 
After just an hour I felt I had found a friend I 
could rely on. That proved to be the case over 
what has been an exciting six years, a journey 
so cruelly cut short by fate. Without that 
chat and the ongoing support from Tony, no 
unanswered emails or phone calls, I am sure 
the Cheshire CPG would not have achieved 
so much without Tony in the background to 
help. I appreciated his quiet encouragement 
to get things done.

Tony liaised with the Prior and our Lord-
Lieutenant David Briggs to help bring  
St John in Cheshire back together as a county 

and with it a vast improvement in the morale 
of our volunteers. 

For the last eighteen months or so Tony 
was, with me, a St John nominee trustee 
of Lyme Green Settlement, a charity with 
an estate in Macclesfield of twenty-nine 
bungalows adapted for and used by 
wheelchair users with emphasis on ex-service 
injured. Tony made a huge difference in 
such a small time bringing experience with 
housing and service groups with him. He 
suggested improvements to a range of policy 
documents including governance and, very 
dear to his heart, the wellbeing of the tenant 
families. Lyme Green is going through a 
period of change and Tony’s experience and 
contacts were proving invaluable.  He will be 

missed not for just his sound head but also for 
his caring heart.

I am grateful to have had Tony as a true 
friend for the last six years, a friend who 
was prepared to listen, to give good advice 
and particularly to point you in a different 
direction when you were wrong. I will miss 
that help, Tony, and I will miss our ten-minute 
chat in the car between the station and Lyme 
Green.

Thank you, Tony, one of life’s really  
good guys.

Barrie Davies
Chair Cheshire County Priory Group

Tony will be sorely missed by all of us involved 
in London’s CPG, not only for his editorship of 
Priory News but his invaluable help in respect 
of Organ Donor Awards.

Of particular importance, to London though, was his quiet 
support and understanding during a difficult time in 2015 -16 
when the prevailing view at the time was to split an effective 
single CPG along the lines of the three St John Ambulance 
Districts. Tony’s patient guidance and wise counsel enabled us to 
marshal a convincing argument that, given the complex nature of 
communities in London, continuing with a single body had to be 
the right solution.

Paul Herbage
CPG Chairman for Greater London

So many wonderful things to say about Tony.  
My experience of Tony was a man of great 
integrity and warmth.

 I regularly sought him out for good counsel and support of 
which he freely offered both with good grace and good humour.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed all the conversations we had together, even 
when we disagreed which I am glad to say was not often.  I will miss 
our conversations over lunch about faith, family, life and St John.  I 
am glad to have known him, valued our time together and will miss 
him dearly.  He leaves a strong professional and personal legacy – he 
had a go and made a positive difference.  We can ask for no more 
than that from anyone.  Proud to have known him and journeyed 
with him a little.

Steven Hargreaves
Head of Learning & Development, Freedom to Speak up Guardian

I first met Tony in 2013, when I was asked to provide public relations advice to the Priory in addition 
to my role as a St John Ambulance Regional PR Officer. “You’ll really like Tony,” I was told, and this 
short line of introduction rapidly showed itself to be one hundred per cent the case as I settled into 
the chair by the window in his office for our first meeting.

Tony’s enthusiasm for all things Priory 
and Order shone out, as did his warmth, 
humanity and care for his colleagues. He and 
I shared several adventures – three visitations, 
a ceremony at the National Memorial 
Arboretum, Organ Donor Awards campaigns, 
St John’s Days, investitures and, most recently, 
the Mark Master Masons vehicle handovers 

campaign – and throughout he was a man for 
whom nothing ever seemed to be too much 
trouble and nothing ever seemed to ruffle his 
feathers. He took everything in his stride. Tony, 
you were a great colleague and friend for six 
years. I will remember fondly our meetings 
– essentially cups of coffee and genial chats 
– in St John’s Gate and our occasional story 

swapping about our various rescue dogs and 
what plans we had for the weekend. Your 
experience, advice and friendship are already 
much missed.

Ian Groves
Regional External Communications Officer 
(East)



St John Ambulance volunteers with Major Edward-Collins, David Sleat and Simon Parsons.

Cornish first aiders celebrate bumper 
donation from golf tournament
Article by Major Charles Edwards-Collins, Cornwall CPG Chair

Cornwall’s St John Ambulance volunteers have received their biggest donation yet from an annual golf 
tournament held in support of the health charity.

The Cornwall Golf Union’s Lord Lieutenant’s 
Trophy competition raised £1,350 which is 
being used to equip St John’s new support 
vehicle.

“This event is always a great success for  
St John, but 2019’s donation is the biggest  
I can remember,” said the charity’s fundraising 
coordinator, Kevin Dickens.

“We’re hugely grateful to the CGU and all 
the players who gave their time in support 
of our volunteers and their life saving work 

delivering and promoting first aid all over 
Cornwall.”

St Mellion were crowned winners for the 
third time, as their pairing of David Sleat and 
Simon Parsons beat off stiff competition from 
Falmouth’s Ben Browning and Matt Morrison.

 At the prizegiving, CGU secretary Chris 
Pountney introduced Major Charles Edward-
Collins, Chair of St John Ambulance’s County 
Priory Group and Deputy Lord Lieutenant for 
Cornwall.

Before presenting the prizes Major Edward-
Collins thanked everyone who participated 
for the valuable support the competition 
gives to St John.

 He also thanked the St John Ambulance 
volunteers who were present throughout 
the day – fortunately, none of them were 
required to use their first aid skills at any 
point.

The tournament was held at the Carlyon 
Bay Golf Club on Sunday 4 August. •

Simon Parson and David Sleat receive the Lord Lieutenant’s Trophy from Major Charles Edward-Collins, 
Chair of St John Ambulance’s County Priory Group and Deputy Lord Lieutenant for Cornwall.

Old Bailey Visit Article by Michael Lambell, London CPG Member

A visit to the Central Criminal Court “The Old Bailey” for St John Ambulance volunteers  
including Adults, Cadets, Presidents and Fellowship from across London was organised by  
Mike Lambell MBE JP.

The guided tour was personally conducted by the City of 
London Sheriff The Honourable Sheriff Elizabeth Green.

Her tour covered the new and old historic parts of the building 
giving members a fascinating, interesting and informative insight 
into its history through the ages including present day use of the 
18 courts. This included allowing all the opportunity to sit in the 
dock and Her Majesty’s Judges’ Chairs in the famous No 1 Court.

At the conclusion of the visit Sheriff Green was thanked not 
only for giving St John the opportunity of the visit but also for 
being a great Ambassador for the Order of St John and St John 
Ambulance, especially for her compassion, care and comfort 
she gave in her term of office as the Presenting Officer for the 
London Organ Donor Awards in 2018/2019. •

CPG Member Michael Lambell and the City of London The Honourable Sheriff Elizabeth Green 
with various members from the Fellowship, Cadets, Adult volunteers and Presidents from across 
London.



Thank you to the St John Family
Article by Amy Foster, Senior Supporter Relations Officer

I am delighted to see the scale of the St John family’s support to our vital sight-saving and life-
changing work. In 2018, the County Priory and Fellowship Groups raised an amazing £33,936 helping 
to fund 18 nurses across our services. Thank you for your generous support.

From Garden Fairs 
to Afternoon Teas 
to Fun[draising] 
Parties, your hard 
work and loyal 
support enables our 
nurses to provide 
sight-saving and 
life-changing care to 
our patients every 

year. Your support gives our patients the 
future that visual impairment would have 
taken away from them.  

Nurses make up 40% of our workforce, 
and each of the 18 nurses you sponsor are 
responsible for approximately 1,380 patients 
a year. Nurses are the lifeblood of our work. 
It is our nurses that ensure the psychological 
wellbeing of our patients, taking on the 
role of both healer and carer. Without their 
expertise, our patients would not receive the 
vital ophthalmic care they deserve and need. 

I wanted to share with you Jumana’s story. 
Jumana came to our Anabta Clinic suffering 
from a very common condition caused by 
the dry climate in the region – a chalazion. 
It is a condition where a small lump or cyst 
develops in the eyelid which needs to be 
removed through surgery. 

Thankfully, Anabta Clinic Coordinator Hani 
Abu El-Haji, sponsored by the Dorset CPG, 
was able to treat this easily at our Anabta 
Clinic with a small incision surgery. Providing 
eye care in our satellite clinics saves Jumana 
and thousands like her every year from 
having to travel to Jerusalem for care. This 
can be a lengthy and unpleasant process as 
West Bank residents need permits to enter 

Jerusalem to access medical care. One in five 
West Bank patients and their companions 
are denied these permits. Thank you for 
giving patients like Jumana their sight and a 
brighter future.  

Jumana was delighted with her care, 
saying, “I am so pleased that this service can be 
offered in a town so close to my hometown. I 
love coming to St John, there is nowhere else in 
the region where such a high quality of care is 
offered. I feel like they really respect us here and I 
am in safe hands.”

But not only are you funding patient 
treatment, you are also funding the careers of 
18 nurses in a region where unemployment 
reaches 30%. With sustainable careers, our 
nurses are able to build lives for themselves 
and their families. Employment also has a 
positive effect upon their well-being, giving 
our nurses purpose, security and self-esteem, 
which emanates beyond the workplace. 

As said by Hani, “I thank God every single day 
for my chance to work at St John. It has been 
one of life’s greatest blessings. Thanks to St John, 
I have been able to marry, build a home and 
family, and a career.”

Furthermore, reliable employment is vital 
to the sustainability of our services. Better 
trained and more experienced staff are better 
able to provide proper ophthalmic care, 
ensuring that blindness – a major cause of 
poverty – is avoided where it can be. 

With 147,600 patients dependent on 
our services every year, maintaining our 
sustainability is key. Your continued support 
is vital as the more support we receive 
towards our nurses, the more we can invest 
in their training and the better quality of 
care they can provide to our patients. Better 
trained nurses also enable us to develop a 
leading role in staff training, in research and 
in shaping the national provision of eye care, 
really changing the lives of our patients and 
their families.

If you would like to receive any further 
information about our work, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch on 0207 553 6964 or 
amy.foster@stjohneyehospital.org. I am also 
here to help with all your fundraising needs, 
so get in touch if you would like to have a 
chat about your fundraising, would like us to 
speak at one of your events or would like us 
to send you Eye Hospital focused materials. I 
very much look forward to hearing from you.

Once again, thank you for helping us to 
provide sight-saving and life-changing care 
– you are giving a future to the thousands of 
patients we treat each year and the hundreds 
of staff we employ. •

Amy Foster, Senior Supporter 
Relations Officer.

Ali Asfour, Nurse sponsored by Humberside CPG.

Hani Abu El-Haji treating patient Jumana at the Anabta Clinic.

Hani Abu El-Haji, Anabta Clinic Coordinator, sponsored by  
Dorset CPG.

Optomertrist Alaa Nazzal with a young paitent at our World 
Orthoptics Day celebrations.



Attendees at the Get-Together.
James London, Chairman, County Priory Group,  Maureen Lewsey, BEM DStJ, Regional Coordination 
Assistant Kent.

James London, Chairman, County Priory Group, John Hougham CBE OStJ,  County Priory Group 
Member.

Rev. John Davis MBE KStJ, the National Fellowship Chair.

Care to contribute to Priory News?
If you have an interesting story to tell or have an article that would be of interest to our readers please complete a Priory News 

Submission Form and email it to Annie Victory at annie.victory@sja.org.uk or contact Annie at CPG National Office on 020 7324 4107. 

Please make sure that you complete all the details required on the form and that photos are of the highest quality available. We are 

always looking for interesting photos with captions that are not time limited for our photo library. If you no longer wish to receive Priory 

News please contact Annie Victory and your details will be removed from our database.

Kent Fellowship County Get-Together
Article by John Olson, Kent CPG Member

Over one hundred and twenty retired and Fellowship Members attended the Get-Together at The 
Friars, Aylesford. This event has been held since 2005.

The Service, in St Joseph’s Chapel, was 
taken by the Rev. Mark Griffin MStJ, County 
Chaplain for Kent and the Prior of the 
Carmelite Community the Rev. Fr. Francis 
Kemsley. They were joined by St John 
Chaplains and the Rev. John Davis MBE KStJ 
the National Fellowship Chair who gave the 
address.

County and Cadet Colours were presented 
and the Act of Remembrance was led by Sir 
Jeremy Elwes CBE OStJ, President of the Kent 
Fellowship.

The Candle of Remembrance was lit by Mrs 

Marion Smailes OStJ, a Fellowship member 
and former Cadet Officer for Folkestone.

The Reading, The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, was read by Cadet Jessica 
Chandler of the Northfleet unit and Prayers 
were led by the Rev. Sue Brooks, Chaplain 
to the Maidstone Unit and a Fellowship 
Member.

At the end of the Service, the Chairman, 
James London, presented a Service Medal 
to John Hougham CBE OStJ, a former 
Commander for Kent, and a fourth bar to 
the Service medal to John Olsen OStJ, both 

County Priory Group Members.
Sadly this was the last time this event is to 

be held and to mark the occasion and for all 
her hard work over the years, organizing the 
event ( and for much else besides) the CPG 
were delighted to present Maureen Lewsey 
BEM DStJ with a gift marking her retirement.

Everyone then sat down to afternoon tea 
in the New Barn, prepared by the Ashford 
Unit Volunteers and served by Cadets from 
Ashford, Northfleet and the Royal Tunbridge 
Wells units, who were very smart and 
contributed so much to this special occasion. 



Norfolk Organ Donation Awards 2019
Article by Brigadier Alasdair Wilson, Outgoing Norfolk CPG Chair

The Norfolk Donors Awards Ceremony took place 7 May 2019 in the Great Hospital 
Norwich. Robert Rowling, a very keen member of St John, gave a moving talk on his 
experiences as an organ receiver. 

This was the last Ceremony that the Lord-Lieutenant will attend as he is retiring this year.  He has been extremely supportive of  
St John during his whole service as Lord-Lieutenant and we wish him well for the future. The photograph shows him surrounded  
by the members of Norfolk CPG and the NHS representatives in the Grand Hall of the Great Hospital in Norwich.” •

From left to right: Robert Mann, two NHSBT representatives, Jill Scott, The Vice Dean of Norwich Cathedral, Robert Rowling, Lynford Brunt, Lord-Lieutenant of Norfolk, Sir Richard Jewson, Brigadier Alasdair Wilson, 
Chairman Norfolk CPG, Sandra Ellison Chaplain St John Norfolk, Georgina Holloway, Norfolk County President and incoming CPG Chair, Donor Nurse, Sir David Ralli, Peter Fraser Secretary Norfolk CPG.

Lesley Ingle receiving her 50-year Service award with the Lord-
Lieutenant (David Laing) and The Prior of the Priory of England 
& the Islands (Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE KStJ DL).

Two Super Badgers receiving their awards from the Lord-
Lieutenant (David Laing) and The Prior of the Priory of England 
& the Islands (Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE KStJ DL).Max Johnstone with Grand Prior Cadets with their Grand Prior Awards.

The Prior Visits Northamptonshire for the 
Annual Service and Awards Ceremony
Article by Alan Boaden, Northamptonshire CPG Chair

Northamptonshire County Priory Group hosted the Annual Order Service at the Church of St Lawrence 
in Towcester on Tuesday 2nd July.       

The service was conducted by County Chaplain Reverend Lulu 
Pelly in the presence of HM Lord-Lieutenant of Northamptonshire 
(David Laing) The Prior of the Priory of England & the Islands (Surgeon 
Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE KStJ DL), as well as a number of other 
local dignitaries and supported by the 50-strong Northampton Male 
Voice Choir.

 The collection raised over £300 for the St John Eye Hospital. 
At the conclusion of the service the Prior thanked the 

Northamptonshire County Priory Group for inviting him and for the 
magnificent contribution the County Priory Group fundraising team 
had made in raising over £50,000 over the last two years to support 

schools and carer training in Northamptonshire. He also thanked 
the Lord-Lieutenant, David Laing, and his family for the wonderful 
support given to St John in Northamptonshire.  The congregation of 
120 volunteers and Guests then witnessed the Awards Presentation 
introduced by CPG Chair Alan Boaden. This commenced with three 
Badgers from Towcester Badger group being enrolled in the presence 
of the Prior. Two Badgers received the Super Badger Award and four 
Cadets received the Grand Prior Award from the Lord-Lieutenant and 
Prior, and in addition over 30 Certificates for hours and service awards 
were presented with a 50-year Certificate presented to Lesley Ingle 
from the District Youth team. •



Hayley Jordan’s selfless donation of organs is 
recognised in new Science Museum Galleries
Article by Ian Groves

A replica Order of St John Award for Organ Donation has been unveiled as a permanent exhibit in the 
Science Museum’s newly opened Medicine: The Wellcome Galleries. The award is one of around 3,000 
objects that feature in the galleries, which explore how the quest to better understand the human 
body has transformed medicine.    

The award is a facsimile version of one which was awarded to the 
family of Hayley Jordan, from Harlow, who died aged 32 in May 2016 
of a brain haemorrhage. The Jordans were presented with the award 
to recognise Hayley’s donation of organs which allowed another six 
people to live. They received the Order of St John Award for Organ 
Donation at a ceremony in London run in conjunction with NHS 
Blood and Transport.

Hayley’s mother, Carol Jordan, said: “We are so proud of our 
daughter’s selfless gift, and hope her story will help people 
understand the importance of organ donation.”

The Chancellor, Mick Messinger, said: “St John is delighted that the 
Science Museum has included a replica of the Organ Donation Award 
presented to recognise the wonderful gift that Hayley Jordan gave 
to others in Medicine: The Wellcome Galleries. The inclusion of our 
award recognises and celebrates the immense value of the gift of 
organ donation and the importance of recognising such selflessness 
by those individuals and families who have agreed to be part of the 
scheme.”

Selina Hurley, Curator of Medicine at the Science Museum, said: 
“We are delighted that our visitors can see an example of Hayley’s 
Organ Donation Award in Medicine: The Wellcome Galleries at the 
Science Museum in London. Throughout the galleries we share many 
personal stories, both from today and the past, and one of the most 
emotional and impactful stories is that of a heart transplant, the 
life-changing event that connects strangers who may never meet. 
The Award is part of a display that reveals the people involved in a 

heart transplant, from a donor family, such as the Jordans, to a heart 
transplant recipient, the surgical team, Transplant Co-ordinators 
and the Specialist Nurse for Organ Donation. The display includes 
five videos of people explaining their role in the heart transplant 
process, including the Jordan family, an animated timeline of a heart 
transplant and a display including surgical instruments, organ donor 
card, organ transport box, all of the medication need post-transplant 
and a medal from the Transplant Games.”

Medicine: The Wellcome Galleries are a suite of five new permanent 
galleries at the Science Museum in London which are open daily 
and free to enter. Find out more by visiting sciencemuseum.org.uk/
medicine. •
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‘Treasures’ brings to life the long 
and rich history of St John
Article by Ian Groves

Earlier this year, the Order of St John launched a new book to 
showcase its best kept ‘Treasures’ and bring these beautiful 
objects to the attention of the wider public. With items spanning 
the 900-year history of St John, readers can follow the story 
of the modern global health charity that delivers its care-
giving mission through St John Ambulance and the St John 
Eye Hospital, from its origins as an organisation that cared for 
pilgrims who fell ill in 11th-century Jerusalem.

Not only does the title contain significant 

works of art such as the Portrait Bust of 

Grand Master Jean de Valette (attributed 

to Giovanni Bandini, c.1565–1568), it 

also features the stories of more recent 

volunteers such as Veronica Nisbet, a 

Voluntary Aid Detachment nurse who 

worked in the field hospital at Étaples 

during the First World War, recording her 

experiences in a fascinating and moving 

scrapbook, packed with photos, sketches 

and press cuttings.

Written and edited by Tom Foakes, 

Director of the Museum, ‘Treasures’ covers 

the evolution of the mission of the Order of 

St John and brings to life the Order’s motto 

‘Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum’.

Tom said: ‘This was a wonderful book 

to write and the reaction and feedback 

has been excellent. The aim was to create 

something that would not only bring to life 

the history of the Order through selected 

items from the Museum’s collection, but 

also to bring out the core values to which 

the organisation has adhered over the 

centuries.’

‘Treasures’ is available from the Museum 

of the Order of St John at a cost of £50, and 

online via St John Supplies. It was created 

with a limited print run and would make an 

ideal gift for anyone with a passion for the 

Order and its long, rich history. All proceeds 

go to St John’s charitable output. •

As we were going to print 
we were told that The Prior, 
Surgeon Rear Admiral 
Lionel Jarvis CBE KStJ DL, 
was honoured to have an 
audience with His Holiness 
Pope Francis at The Vatican 
on 11 December. 

He had the opportunity to 
present Pope Francis with a 
copy of ‘Treasures’, and said 
‘Meeting His Holiness Pope 
Francis was a truly spiritual 
experience and humbling to 
be in the company of such a 
kind man.’
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COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING NEWS

North Yorkshire and Teesside CPG
The sun shone brightly at York Racecourse on Friday 23rd 
August at the EBOR races, when North Yorkshire and 
Teesside CPG undertook their annual bucket collection at 
the event.

Despite being low on collectors this year, the small group 
of five volunteers and staff braved the heat to collect a very 
respectable £1,296.69.

Deputy County President Christine Russell was joined on 
the day by fellow volunteers Margaret Goldthorpe and Kath 
Lawman and by Head of Central Procurement Nick Winstanley 
and Community Fundraising Co-ordinator Joanna Plumb.

It was a very enjoyable day and we would certainly welcome 
anyone who may wish to join us next year.

Joanna Plumb, Community Fundraising Coordinator – North 
Region

Left to right: Nick Winstanley, Christine Russell, Kath Lawman, Joanna Plumb.

Merseyside CPG
St Helens unit open day event – volunteering as one  
St John together in the community. 

Shirley and Keith Abrathat, both dedicated Fellowship 
volunteers of St Helens, organised a tremendous open day 
at their unit. Together they brought St John members from 
The Fellowship, St John Ambulance adults, Cadets, Badgers 
and County Priory Group volunteers side by side in their 
community.  The event began with an officially opening by 
County Priory Group Chair of Merseyside Colonel Martin Amlôt. 
Many outside organisations joined the event to put on a fun 
community day for locals of St Helens with a display of plant 
and craft sales, St John Ambulance merchandise, an ambulance 
viewing area and first aid demonstrations for the public. The 
day was a great success and volunteers raised funds to support 
the purchase of a gazebo, essentials for Cadets and donations 
towards the Eye Hospital in Jerusalem, and raised the profile of 
the unit with the objective of encouraging more volunteers to 
join the organisation.

Shirley Abrathat said, “It was great to see all members of  
St John volunteering together. We certainly raised the profile of 
the charity and received enquiries for new members” 

Joanna Plumb, Community Fundraising Coordinator – North 
Region

St John members from The Fellowship, St John Ambulance adults, Cadets, Badgers and County Priory 
Group volunteers in Merseyside.

West London LINKS CPR Marathon
On Friday 30th August, volunteers from West London LINKS units took part in a 12-
hour CPR Marathon outside South Kensington Station. 

The event, which started at 9am, aimed to raise money for life saving training and medical 
equipment for six west London St John Ambulance student volunteering units, two of which 
will be opening for the first time in September.

Prior to the event, Xarius Austin, area manager for west London student volunteering, said: 
“By working in shifts we hope to be able to keep going for the full 12 hours, performing CPR 
and defibrillator demonstrations to a wonderful variety of CPR-friendly songs.” And they did 
just that!

Xarius and the team raised just over £2,300, over double their target of £1,000. They also 
taught CPR to over 100 members of the public, recruited new volunteers and new HCPs, 
and inspired some children who may consider a career in the healthcare industry because 
of our efforts. Furthermore, the Mayor of Kensington and Chelsea, Cllr Will Pascall, visited the 
students at 10.30am, where he learnt CPR and how to use a defibrillator, which was all being 
filmed by London Live.

A huge congratulations and thank you to everyone involved, what an immense success. 

Pippa Beets, Community Fundraising Coordinator – South RegionKensington & Chelsea Mayor Cllr Wlll Pascal and St John 
Volunteers.



Celebrate East!
We are organising an awards ceremony in the East region 
that recognises the dedication and commitment of St John 
Ambulance volunteers, extraordinary people of all ages 
and backgrounds united by the common purpose of using 
their time and skills to save lives and make magical events 
safe and enjoyable all over the country.  

I’m sure you agree that our volunteers work tirelessly behind 
the scenes without seeking praise, reward or glory - but this 
year that is going to change!  We’ve decided to hold an awards 
ceremony for our volunteers called Celebrate East! which will 
take place on Saturday 7th March 2020 at the Marriot Hotel in 
Huntingdon. 

There are ten awards in total and categories include Celebrate 
Youth Leaders, Celebrate Cadet, Celebrate Training and 
Celebrate Fundraising.  There’s also an extra special award for 
our Star of the Year - someone who has gone above and beyond 
the call of duty in their role with St John. 

The event itself is completely self-funded from ticket sales, 
paid for by the volunteers and staff attending the event. Any 
help or contribution toward this magical event to truly celebrate 
the amazing people that make up St John would be greatly 
appreciated.

Amy Tatem, Community Fundraising Coordinator – East 
Region

Tamsin Mallion (former Head of Youth), Joseph Morris (Celebrate Badger winner) and Max Johnstone 
(Regional Cadet of the Year).

East Region 10,000 Step Challenge
15th September saw the first East Region St John 10,000 
Step Challenge at Creswell Crags in Nottinghamshire.  We 
had members of the general public joining our Badgers, 
Cadets and TV star, Baasit Siddiqui in walking 10,000 Steps 
to support St John Ambulance. The weather was great, and 
everyone had an amazing time, some even running it!

None of these events could take place without the support 
of the local volunteers from support to first aid to CRU and 
especially our logistics team back-stage. Thank you to everyone 
involved who made it a successful day.

Alison Cook, Community Fundraising Coordinator – East 
Region

Joseph Morris and TV star, Baasit Siddiqui.

Chesterfield Badgers – First back after the 2K.

Sedgley All Services Unit  
Sponsored Walk
Sedgley ASU are continually coming up with new ideas to 
raise funds. Their most recent has been a sponsored walk 
along the Dudley Trail, while dressed up as superheroes and 
villains and carrying a resuscitation Annie on a stretcher.

They are currently raising funds for a community AED and so far 
have raised an impressive £1,018. Determined to hit their target 
they have more fundraising events booked in for the rest of the 
year and it will be interesting to see what they come up with next!

Charlotte Beaton, Community Fundraising Coordinator – West 
MidlandsSedgley ASU Unit Members.



We’re better with Wesser…
St John Ambulance is renewing its partnership with Wesser, the 
face-to-face fundraising agency that has promoted our work and 
raised income on our behalf for more than 21 years.

For over two decades Wesser Ltd has promoted our vital life saving 
work to millions of people across England. Thanks to their continued 
dedication and passion for SJA we have received ongoing support 
from over 400,000 new donors. In 2020 we aim to recruit over 20,000 
new donors through inspirational conversations and heart-warming 
stories about what we do. Face to Face & Community Fundraising 
have collaborated to expand our fundraising reach from the door 
step to public events. Having Wesser fundraisers working alongside 
volunteers, Cadets and our very own fundraising team has embodied 
our organisational values and together we are St John People.

St John Ambulance and Wesser have 21 years’ experience together 
- a unique bond, a true partnership that can continue to grow which 
ultimately ensures that our people on the frontline have the right 
equipment for the right emergency.

If you would like to read more about Wesser, or would like to know 
where they are working, the Wesser weekly tracker is updated online 
via our SJA website. It is available for anyone to view and is a live 
update: http://www.sja.org.uk/sja/support-us/make-a-donation/ 
face-to-face-fundraising.aspx.

Chris Parry, Face to Face Manager

Record-breaking fundraiser!
On Monday 1st July, the Hampshire Fundraising 
Committee held a lunch in a beautiful marquee kindly 
lent by Mrs Christine Atkinson, Hampshire County 
President, and Chairman of the organising committee, 
and attended  by HM Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire.

The guest speaker was Bryn Parry OBE, who gave a 
fascinating account of his life and career as a renowned 
cartoonist and later as the founder of the charity Help for 
Heroes.  His speech, which was moving as well as funny, 
kept his audience of 170 spellbound.

The lunch of salmon en croute and raspberry roulade 
was declared delicious, the sun shone, and all the guests 
had a wonderful time, and the event, which included 
an auction and a raffle, raised over £14,000 for St John 
Ambulance.

Christine Atkinson, Hampshire County President

Bryn Parry OBE

COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING NEWS

‘CHARLIE’  Article by Esmee Salkeld, Fellowship Assistant National Secretary

I hope you may be interested to hear a little story.  It is a short story but to me it embodies the true 
meaning behind St John.

In 1977, working at the newly opened 
St John Headquarters at Harrow, I was 
approached by a small, quietly spoken 
gentleman who introduced himself as 
‘Charlie’. He said he was a carpenter and 
would like to offer his voluntary services to  
St John and any of our members who 
needed a job done.  He, and his work, soon 
became very well-known and respected.

After some time and getting to know him, 
I asked Charlie what made him so dedicated 
to St John; very reluctantly and quietly he 
told me his reasons.

He was a soldier and became a Desert 
Rat in WW2.  Having taken part in several 
operations, during one particularly severe 
action his tank was blown up and, as the 

only survivor, he was buried alive in the 
sand up to his shoulders for two days until 
he was spotted by a passing patrol vehicle. 
A member of the crew ran to him and gave 
him water to drink as well as pouring water 
over his head from his water bottle.  The 
first thing Charlie saw and remembered was 
the badge of St John on the water bottle, 
coupled with the care and help given to him 
by the crew member who turned out to be a 
St John Ambulance member in civilian life.

Charlie said he didn’t want thanks 
or recognition of any kind and all he 
really wanted was to feel he could repay 
something in a small way to St John. As a 
gesture of thanks he made a special gift 
to me in the form of a showcase to display 

Harrow’s past members’ medals; this duly 
became part of the Harrow Heritage 
Collection. Charlie was so happy to see the 
showcase and medals on display.

Sadly for me, and everyone who knew him, 
Charlie died shortly afterwards and as a result 
of his wartime injuries - about which he had 
never spoken.

Thank you for your time to read this little 
story and hopefully it may just remind some 
of the true ethos of St John. •



St John Ambulance’s National Cadet of the Year, Mary Oshinyemi meets HRH The Princess Royal, 
watched by West Midlands County President Diana Crabtree and CPG Chair Keith Hunter.

St John Ambulance welcomes 
Royal visitor to West Bromwich
Article by Dave Shuttleworth

HRH The Princess Royal formally opened St John Ambulance’s volunteering, 
training and operational facilities in West Bromwich on Thursday 12th September.

The £1.5 million premises at Union Park are the hub 
for the first aid charity’s activities in the West Midlands.

“We were delighted to welcome Her Royal Highness 
to take part in this exciting chapter in the ongoing 
development of our charity in the West Midlands,” said 
St John’s County Priory Group chairman, Keith Hunter.

“This is a multi-purpose, multi-use building; a 
tangible example of St John providing ‘state of the art’ 
hubs across the country, bringing together the many 
aspects of our work in well-used centres.”

The event was attended by dozens of St John 
volunteers and staff, plus local dignitaries including 
John Crabtree OBE Lord-Lieutenant of the West 
Midlands, the High Sheriff of the West Midlands 
Michael Kuo, and the Mayor of Sandwell Councillor 
Ann Jaron.

“We made this event into a celebration of youth 
in St John Ambulance and the involvement of our 
local units of volunteers who meet at West Bromwich 
ensured it was a very special day,” Mr Hunter added.

“Our youngest volunteers – Badgers aged between 
seven and 10 – sang the Princess a song they had been 
practising for weeks, which was a particular highlight. A 
lovely moment!”

The Princess unveiled a commemorative plaque 
to mark the occasion and, in her capacity as St John’s 
Commandant-in-Chief (Youth), presented awards to 
four young St John Volunteers.

Olivia Flood and Owen Bates were recognised as 
Super Badgers, while Grand Prior Awards went to 
Cadets Rebecca Shepard and Reece Atkinson-Tulley.

St John’s West Bromwich buildings provide a home 
for adult and youth groups of volunteers. There is 
garaging for 14 ambulances along with additional 
support vehicles, plus offices that house regional 
events and logistics staff, as well as the national fleet 
and HR teams.

The property is also a major workplace and 
community training centre which has doubled 
capacity; the new facilities allow up to 24 people at 
a time to be trained in two classrooms, where the 
charity’s previous venue in Roebuck Lane held just 12.

The expansion enables St John to teach more than 
1,000 local people life saving skills each year.

A ten-year lease and the costs of transforming the 
premises to meet St John Ambulance’s specifications 
amount to a £1.5 million investment in the area. •

Chairman of the West Midlands County Priory Group Keith Hunter, and County President Diana 
Crabtree meet HRH The Princess Royal.

HRH The Princess Royal unveils a plaque to mark the opening of St John 
Ambulance’s West Bromwich operations and training hub, flanked by CPG Chair 
Keith Hunter.The assembled audience, plus St John vehicles old and new.

Super Badger Olivia Flood.

Super Badger Owen Bates.

Grand Prior Award winner 
Rebecca Shepard.

Grand Prior Award winner Reece 
Atkinson-Tulley.

St John Ambulance’s West Region 
Cadet of the Year Alisha Rehman 
(from Birmingham), with members 
of the Regional Youth Forum.



The plan was to hold a celebratory event 
taking the form of a social gathering, or 
reunion, inviting as many current and former 
volunteers as could be found.  It was decided 
to hold the event in the afternoon of Sunday 
22nd November 2019 at Adams Park, the 
Wycombe Wanderers Football Club stadium.  
Refreshments of afternoon tea would be 
provided, and a small commemorative 
booklet giving a brief history of St John in 
High Wycombe would be compiled.  Other 
opportunities for publicising and celebrating 
the Centenary would also be organised by 
the committee.

The work began – old records were located 
and the task of identifying and logging the 
names got under way.  At the same time, 
word was being circulated by several means 
and contacts started to arrive from far and 

wide of former members and their families.  
A comprehensive list was collated, and 
regular bulletins distributed.

Former members were asked to contribute 
a short memoir to be included in the 
booklet.  Mr Raymond Lunnon, the son of 
one of the early members of the Division 
who also founded the Cadet Division in 
High Wycombe in 1925, was asked to write 
the early history of the Division.  Raymond, 
now in his 90’s, was the ideal person for this 
task – he has been involved with St John 
Ambulance in High Wycombe from a very 
early age and to this day is the President 
of the Fellowship Branch.  He has detailed 
and wonderful memories which have now 
been documented.  Mrs Margaret James 
painstakingly examined the archived annual 
return submissions dating back to the 

start of the Division in 1919 and produced 
a fascinating summary of the Division’s 
activities since its foundation.  Over time, the 
“small” commemorative booklet grew and by 
the time of the celebrations had become a 
125-page illustrated book.

Thanks to the work of the committee, 
word had spread and in July the Unit was 
invited by the Chairman of Wycombe District 
Council to attend a Full Council Meeting in 
order to be presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for the voluntary service that 
St John Ambulance has provided to High 
Wycombe for 100 years.  Unit Manager Henry 
Allum and Youth Leader Kendall Samuel 
attended and accepted the certificate on 
behalf of the unit.

The local newspaper, the Bucks Free Press 
had been approached and has shown great 

Centenary Celebrations for St John Ambulance  
in High Wycombe - 13th August 1919-2019
Article by Robin Mugridge, Buckinghamshire First Aider

St John Ambulance has had a presence and has been giving voluntary service to the 
community in and around High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, for one hundred years – 
a milestone which a group of past and present members were keen to celebrate and 
commemorate.  Planning for the Centenary started in 2017 when a committee of eight past 
and present Divisional and unit leaders was formed by current Unit Manager Henry Allum.

High Wycombe Deputy Mayor Matt Knight, Raymond Lunnon and High Wycombe Mayor Mazamal Hussain. The celebratory centenary cake.

High Wycombe Unit Manager Henry Allum.
The Mayor of High Wycombe Cllr Mazamal Hussain presenting a 
county shield to High Wycombe Unit Manager Henry Allum.

Cllr Paul Turner (centre) presenting a certificate of appreciation 
to Unit Manager Henry Allum (left) and Youth Leader Kendall 
Samuel (right).



interest, performing additional research and 
producing a series of five full page articles in 
the nostalgia section of the paper together 
with old photographs documenting the 
history of St John Ambulance in High 
Wycombe.

As the event drew closer, it was decided 
that there should be a commemorative gift 
for those attending to mark the Centenary 
– and what better than a copy of the book 
that had been compiled.  A decision was 
duly made to get 100 copies professionally 
printed and bound.  As the Centenary 
celebrations were to be self-funding, a small 
charge for attendance was made and a raffle 
would be held to help boost the funding.  
Many prizes were kindly donated by local 

businesses and the celebrations were also 
supported by some very welcome and 
appreciated donations.

On the day, over 100 former and present 
members attended and the room was 
buzzing with conversation all afternoon.  
There was plenty of memorabilia on display 
along with old uniforms and photograph 
albums which proved to be very popular, 
stirring many memories.  Copies of the book 
were distributed to the delight of everyone, 
with several notes of thanks sent in following 
the event as people reflected on the day and 
read the booklet.

To conclude the Centenary celebrations, 
on Thursday 26th September, the Mayor of 
High Wycombe, accompanied by the Deputy 
Mayor and Town Clerk, visited the units.  The 
Badgers and Cadets demonstrated their first 
aid skills, successfully encouraging the Mayor 
to practice CPR.  The older members talked 
with the Mayoral party about St John  
Ambulance in general and within High 
Wycombe.  All the memorabilia and vast 
collection of photographs were again 
on show and great interest was shown 
throughout the evening by the visiting 
dignitaries.  The evening ended with 
light refreshments and an exchange of 
presentations.  The Mayor very graciously 
gave a shield to the units and spoke of 
his appreciation of St John Ambulance in 
High Wycombe and the achievement of 
their Centenary.  In return, copies of the 
commemorative booklet were presented 

to the guests.  Finally, a presentation to the 
unit of a St John Ambulance Certificate 
commemorating 100 years of St John 
Ambulance in High Wycombe was made.

All in all, a lot of work and effort was 
made by the committee to mark and 
celebrate the Centenary – work which has 
paid off tremendously with the profile and 
awareness of St John in High Wycombe 
and has been appreciated by all who have 
helped celebrate with pride the voluntary 
service so freely given to High Wycombe by 
members of St John Ambulance Pro Utilitate 
Hominum. •

Perusing memorabilia. Raffle Prize presentation, John Williams and Maureen Hudson.

High Wycombe Mayor and Cadet Husnain Mirza practising CPR.

Buckinghamshire County Priory Group Chair Judy Wright DStJ.

High Wycombe 100 Committee and CPG Members. Left to right: Margaret James, Vincent Smith, Henry Allum, Tony Hudson, Steve Harris, David Leeser, Kendall Samuel and Robin Mugridge.



Organ Donor Award Ceremonies - Surrey 2019
Article by Graham Rapley, Surrey CPG Chair

On Thursday 25th April and Wednesday 22nd May, the Surrey Order of St John Award for Organ 
Donation ceremonies were held at the Guild Hall in Guildford by kind permission of the Mayor of 

Guildford and were hosted by Graham Rapley 
the Surrey St John County Priory Group Chair.  

The event was presided over by Lady Hamilton of Dalziel on 
behalf of the Lord-Lieutenant and guests included the Mayor of 
Guildford, members of the County Priory Group, representatives 
and staff from the NHSBT and the families of organ donors.  

The families of the organ donors were thanked for the gift of 
life that they had given by carrying out their loved ones wishes 
and then the awards were presented by Lady Hamilton of Dalziel.

The Surrey County Priory Group Chair thanked the families, 
Lady Hamilton, the Mayor of Guildford, the NHSBT professionals, 
members of the County Priory Group and all other members that 
supported the ceremonies. •

Group shot of Graham Rapley, Lady Hamilton, the Mayor of Guildford, the NHSBT professionals 
and members of the County Priory Group

World War Two Project Article by Brian Wingate, Hertfordshire CPG Chair

In 2018 the nation commemorated the 100th anniversary of the end of World War One.  Amongst 
the casualties were over one thousand St John Ambulance members who lost their lives who are 
remembered in the St John Roll of Honour and whom we shall never forget.

This year we remember the 80th 
anniversary of the commencement of the 
Second World War and over the next six 
years there will no doubt be a series of 
commemorations to remember certain 
events. Like the previous conflict  
St John Ambulance members answered 
the call to arms volunteering to serve their 
country and many sadly gave their lives.

I have embarked on a project to identify 
the members who lost their lives due to 
enemy action and I would ask all St John 
members across the country to seek out 
old records, find and record details from 
memorials and let me have their names so 
that we can include them in a new Roll of 
Honour.

I have already recorded 127 names, and 
with that stories of great service, duty and 
courage.  For example, Cadet Geoffrey Hill 

who was killed by a bomb as he carried out 
his first duty as a firewatcher in Brixham, Able 
Seaman Mould, aged 18  from Winchester 

who was lost when he went down with HMS 
Hood, sunk by the battleship ‘Bismarck’, and 
L/Cpl Henry Eric Harden from Northfleet, 
Kent serving with the Royal Army Medical 
Corps, who was posthumously awarded the 
Victoria Cross.

 The aim is to complete a Roll of Honour 
by 2025 and of course I will be more than 
willing to share my research with interested 
parties and the wider St John family.  If you 
can help me with any information about our 
lost colleagues, please contact me at 
brian.wingate@sja.org.uk. 

Any help you can give will be very much 
appreciated. •

Able Seaman Geoffrey Mould. Copyright: HMS Hood Association.



We were very saddened to hear 
of the passing of the former 
Lord Prior of the Order, Lt Col Sir 
Malcolm Ross GCVO OBE GCStJ,  
on 27 October.

Professor Mark Compton, the newly installed 

Lord Prior, said:

‘This news has come as a terrible shock to 

us all, especially as many of us saw Malcolm 

in London just a few weeks ago. Malcolm 

was our much-loved Lord Prior for the three 

years leading up to St John’s Day this year. He 

provided strong and steady leadership to us all 

and enriched so many lives especially through 

the many visits to St John Establishments that he 

and his wife, Susie, undertook. He will be missed 

by so many people across the St John world. 

In addition, Malcolm was a highly respected 

servant of the Crown, serving in Buckingham 

Palace for many years and subsequently making 

a major contribution to national life in Britain. 

We send our prayers, thoughts and love to Susie 

and her family at this terrible and tragic time. 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory.’

The Rt Revd Tim Stevens, Prelate of the Order, 

has composed a special prayer for Sir Malcolm:

‘God of mercy, we commend to your care 

your servant Malcolm, who has brought honour 

to the Order by his dedication, cheered us by 

his service, and strengthened us by his example: 

keep him, we pray, in the peace of your eternal 

life and presence, and enfold with your love all 

those who mourn. Amen.’

The flags at St John’s Gate remained at 

half-mast until the morning after Sir Malcolm’s 

funeral. •

Lt Col Sir 
Malcolm Ross
Article by Ian Groves

Royal Visit to St John 
Ambulance Newcastle
Article by Ian Groves

The Grand Prior, HRH the Duke of Gloucester, visited the 
Newcastle headquarters of St John Ambulance and its 
parent organisation, the Order of St John, on Tuesday 3rd 
September to meet volunteers and learn more about their 
work to support communities. 

The Duke was given a tour of the 
mobile treatment centre used by  
St John to operate its Alcohol 
Reception Centre every weekend in the 
city centre. Since beginning the service 
more than a decade ago, St John has 
worked with the ambulance service 
and police to help and keep safe 
thousands of members of the public 
who have found themselves in need of 
assistance during a night out. 

Other activities highlighted to the 
Duke included the charity’s workplace 
and schools first aid training, including 
in mental health. He was given first 
aid demonstrations by Cadets from 
Newcastle and Gateshead and met 
four pensioners who benefit from the 
charity’s day-care centres in Ashington, 
Northumberland and Shiremoor, North 
Tyneside and Tyne and Wear.

Ian Mackenzie, Chair of the 

Northumbria County Priory Group, said: 
“It was a great honour to receive His 
Royal Highness and welcome him back 
to our headquarters. We demonstrated 
the variety of community support 
which we provide in addition to our 
more visible first aid presence at a 
wide spectrum of events ranging 
from The Great North Run and other 
major sporting locations, to small local 
celebrations.”

The Duke was accompanied by HM 
Lord-Lieutenant for Tyne and Wear, Mrs 
Susan Winfield OBE and the Lord Mayor 
of Newcastle upon Tyne, Cllr David 
Cook. Among senior members of St 
John Ambulance to attend was County 
President, Lady Victoria Percy.

The Duke officially opened the 
Newcastle headquarters building on 
Westgate Road 23 years ago. •

His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester greeting volunteers with Northumbria CPG Chair Ian Mackenzie.

The late Sir Malcolm Ross GCVO OBE GCStJ.



60-Second Interview with 
Georgina Holloway
Interviewed by Ian Groves

As Norfolk County President, what 
occupies your time and what activities do 
you get involved in?

I have been President of Norfolk St John 

since 2004 and before that President of the 

old South West Area for five years. Norfolk 

is a large county and our units are scattered 

but I try to visit them as often as possible 

particularly for award ceremonies. One 

unit has recently had 11 Cadets achieving 

their Grand Prior Awards which involved 

two wonderful evenings. I think the role 

is one of encouragement and supporting 

the volunteers, being there if anybody 

has a problem they would like to discuss 

confidentially and promoting St John to all 

and sundry in the county. Not to interfere in 

day to day running of anything but being at 

as many public events as possible in order to 

show appreciation and thanks.

What are your plans for the next couple 
of years as CPG Chair?

I hope as Chair of the County Priory Group 

I will be able to tell the volunteers more 

about what goes on at Priory level and as 

I already take part in some activities such 

as the Organ Donor Ceremony and the 

annual Carol Service I think the two roles 

will mesh together well. We recently said 

goodbye to our retiring President, the Lord-

Lieutenant Sir Richard Jewson, who has been 

a huge support over the past years and our 

outgoing Chair, Alasdair Wilson, so now I am 

planning a strategy meeting to see what we 

are going to do over the next couple of years, 

although one thing I am determined to do is 

have some younger people on board!

You organise Norfolk Open Gardens 
every year for St John. What has this 
enabled the charity to purchase with the 
proceeds from the event?

I also meet many volunteers and 

Fellowship members through the Norfolk 

Open Garden fundraising programme 

which I organise every year. We raise money 

for the Eye Hospital in Jerusalem and for 

whatever county project is needed as well as 

supporting the units helping on the Sundays 

with raising funds for necessary equipment. 

This year we have raised a total of £16,000 

some of which will be going towards the 

provision of a new ambulance for Norfolk. 

Members of the CPG help out at at least 

one opening and we are well supported by 

Fellowship members.

How would you like to see the role of 
County President develop around the 
country?

Inevitably there are meetings to attend. 

I go to St John Headquarters every year for 

the Partnership conference, to some of the 

regional meetings held in Huntingdon, to 

our local Hospital Library Services meetings 

when I can and to our County CPG meetings 

which are held at the same time as the 

Honours and Awards Committee. I also have 

the pleasure of attending the Emergency 

Services carol service in Norwich Cathedral 

every year representing, along with others, 

our charity. St John’s Day in London is a 

wonderful occasion on which to meet friends 

from all over the country and reminds us 

how large we are. I do recommend members 

to attend when they can. The service in  

St Paul’s Cathedral is a moving one.

What have been the highlights so far of 
being Norfolk County President?

There are many highlights. This year 

the Grand President attended the Royal 

Norfolk Show earlier this year and I had the 

opportunity to introduce her to volunteers, 

Cadets and Badgers, but what I enjoy most 

is seeing our wonderful volunteers out on 

duty all the time covering a wide variety of 

events inside and out in all weathers, always 

professional, cheerful and willing to go the 

extra mile. I am really proud to be part of 

such a caring and honourable charity. •

Norfolk CPG Chair and County President Georgina Holloway.



St John supports 
historic Sikh anniversary
Article by Paul Herbage, London CPG Chair

Amongst its population of over 300,000, where nearly 50% 
are Asian or Asian British, the London Borough of Ealing 
has a Sikh community of over 26,000. 

On 15th September, Uniformed 
Youth organisations came together 
to mark the anniversary of the Battle 
of  Saragarhi in 1897 when a Sikh force 
of 21 defended a communications 
post between two British forts against 
10,000 Afghans. This last stand is 
regarded as one of the greatest in 
military history and has a special 
significance to Sikhs in this country. The 
event was held at the Southall Army 
Reserve centre and was an opportunity 
to show how various organisations 
in the community work together in 
its support as well as an offering and 
opportunity for each to try and recruit 
new members.

Naturally the St John volunteers 
from the local Southall & Norwood 
and Southall Sikh units focused on 
the demonstration of basic life saving 
skills including CPR and use of AEDs, 
particularly relevant given the higher 

incidence of heart disease amongst 
the local population. Much interest 
was shown by those visiting the stand 
and it was especially pleasing to see 
Cadets from other youth organisations 
wanting to try their hand at CPR, given 
that another stand offered the slightly 
more exciting laser target shooting. 
Our own Cadets had an opportunity 
to discuss career opportunities in 
medicine with Army medics. 

Well done to Geoff Long, Unit 
President and Acting Unit Manager 
for organising our involvement at very 
short notice. It was such a success 
that plans are already being made 
for a more extensive display next 
year. Greater London CPG Chair, Paul 
Herbage, felt this was a very good 
example of how St John can take 
advantage of supporting a community 
where we are not well represented and 
should be shared more widely. •

Phoebe Carlile from Portsmouth 
was appointed a Lord-Lieutenant’s 
Cadet by Nigel Atkinson, HM 
Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire, 
at a glittering awards evening in 
Winchester’s Guildhall on 10th 
October 2019. Phoebe is also 
District Cadet of the Year 2019.

Phoebe  joined St John Ambulance  in 

January 2014 and has completed her Cadet First 

Aider and Cadet Leadership 1 courses.  Outside 

of St John she trains with and runs for City of 

Portsmouth Athletics Club, plays a number of 

sports for her school and is a Hampshire Police 

and Crime Commissioner’s Cyber Ambassador. 

A well deserved honour. •

Phoebe is appointed 
a Lord-Lieutenant’s 
Cadet
Article by Tim Weale, Hampshire CPG Chair

YOU London groups and St John Southall & Norwood Youth unit.

St John Southall & Norwood unit.

New Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet Phoebe Carlile with Nigel Atkinson,  
HM Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire.



A  brilliant Open Day was had 
at Ossett thanks to our amazing 
logistics and fleet teams, Linda’s 
delicious cake stall, entertainment 
by Trudy’s hula hoops and Alan’s 
axes. All the functions of St John 
showcased their role. Ambulances 
and cycles were on show and the 
Cadets held a CPR marathon for 
the six hours. 

Various stalls for fundraising included a 
tombola, sale rail, hook a duck, bran tub, stocks 
and St John fundraising stall. Other stands 
included The Eye Hospital, Organ Donors Award, 
Workplace Training, internal training, casualty 
simulation, adventure and Youth, while The 
Fellowship offered tea and coffee. Bertie tried 
CPR and everyone’s dream is to have your 
District Manager in the stocks. Thanks Chris.  

It’s a shame the amber weather forecast put 
some people off coming, however, reading the 
comments on the Regional Facebook page, a 
brilliant time was had by all and new friends 
were made in our organisation. 

Despite the weather, we managed to make 
£301.40 for the Eye Hospital and the sponsored 
CPR money is still to come in. •

Open Day 
at Ossett 
Article by Hazel Thompson, South & West 
Yorkshire CPG Member

Chris Little, District Manager, in stocks.

Chrissy Reid and Lauren Johnson.

Shropshire Awards Evening
Article by David Davies, Shropshire CPG Chair

The sun shone at Hodnet Hall and gardens for our awards 
evening to thank our St John Ambulance volunteers in 
Shropshire.  

The evening was generously hosted by Sir Algernon (recently retired Lord-
Lieutenant for Shropshire) and his wife Lady Jane Heber-Percy. The guests were 
able to enjoy a walk around the beautiful 60-acre gardens, before a champagne 
reception with canapés.  

During the reception over 40 awards were presented by the new Lord-
Lieutenant, Anna Turner, and Lady Barttelot, the Bailiff of Eagle, who attended on 
behalf of the Priory. Also present were the High Sheriff of Shropshire Dr Josh Dixey 
and his wife, and Catherine Lady Forester DStJ, past Shropshire President.  

Our volunteers gave over 7,000 hours of their time across the county in 2018, 
three received 25-year long service awards, and four Cadets were selected for 
special mention. The presentation was followed by dinner in the Café Restaurant.

We wish to record our thanks to Sir Algernon and Lady Jane for such a  
splendid evening. •
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Anna Turner, Lord-Lieutenant, with Cassandra Chidlow.

Sir Algernon and Lady Jane Heber-Percy. Lady Barttelot, the Bailiff of Eagle, with Alan Sheel.
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A special ceremony, held once every three 
years, took place at the Priory Church of  
St John in Clerkenwell, London, on Thursday 
19th September. 

This important event saw the Installation of a new Lord Prior, 
Professor Mark Compton AM GCStJ, and the Investiture and 
Reception of a Dame Grand Cross and of Dames and Knights  
from Priories, Commanderies and St John Associations around  
the world.

 The installation and investiture was presided over by the 
Grand Prior, HRH The Duke of Gloucester, and was attended by 
many guests and dignitaries including Acting Australian High 
Commissioner to the United Kingdom, Mr Matt Anderson, HM 
Lord-Lieutenant for Greater London, Sir Kenneth Olisa OBE CStJ, 
and the Worshipful the Mayor of Islington, Cllr Rakhia Ismail.

 The Lord Prior, who is appointed for a three year term, is the 
most senior non-Royal member of the Order of St John and also 
acts as Chair of Trustees of the Order. The new Lord Prior, Professor 
Compton, has volunteered for the Order of St John and St John 
Ambulance Australia for more than 45 years, stepping down this 
year as national chair and Chancellor of the Order of St John in 
Australia.

 Those invested as Dames and Knights included The Hon Lady 
Bartelott MBE DL who was made a Dame Grand Cross, and a 
number of representatives from the Priories of England and the 
Islands, Scotland, Wales, Australia and New Zealand and from the 
St John Association in Sri Lanka who were invested as Dames of 
Grace, Knights of Justice and Knights of Grace for their work on 
behalf of our charity.

Postulants connected with the Priory of England and the 
Islands were:

Judy Wright (CPG Chair in Buckinghamshire), who was invested 
as a Dame of Grace for service to St John in Buckinghamshire, and 
as a Trustee of the Priory of England and the Islands.

Ian Dudson CBE, who was invested as a Knight of Grace for 
support to St John as Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for the 
County of Staffordshire.

Andrew Latham, who was invested as a Knight of Grace for 
service to St John in the County of Surrey and as immediate past 
Director of Ceremonies of the Priory of England and the Islands.

Colonel Ian Mackenzie MBE TD (CPG Chair in Northumbria 
and former Chair of Johanniter International), who was invested 
as a Knight of Grace for service to St John in the County of 
Northumbria, and for support to the St John Ambulance Bands. •

Installation of the new 
Lord Prior and Investiture 
of Dames and Knights
Article by Ian Groves

Neighbours Join for 
Organ Donor Event 
Article by Alan Boaden, CPG Chair Northamptonshire

Alan Boaden (CPG Chair Northamptonshire) 
and Judy Wright (CPG Chair Buckinghamshire) 
hosted a joint Organ Donor Award 
Ceremony in The Civic Room at the South 
Northamptonshire District Council Offices, on 
Chantry Lane in Towcester, in the presence of 
the Lord-Lieutenant for Northamptonshire, 
David Laing. Reverend Lulu Pelly welcomed all 
and offered a moment of reflection.   

Eight donors were honoured and family members attended 
from South Buckinghamshire Wellingborough, Corby, 
Nottingham and Northampton. The family members were seated 
at separate tables and the Lord-Lieutenant worked his way round 
to each table talking to them and presenting the award. The 
lead trust representative from Milton Keynes General Hospital 
outlined the aims of the Awards and stressed the need for more 
people to sign up to be Organ Donors. David Laing thanked the 
donor families for their courage and Generosity in carrying out 
the wishes of the donors and in so doing were able to save lives, 

Alan Boaden praised the donors who have given the precious 
gift of life and said the opportunity to speak to the donor families 
informally helped us to understand what they had been through. 
Refreshments donated by the Council’s catering contractors 
were served all evening. •

Back Row: Dr Amins, Ken Roberts, Bernard Ingram, John Williams, Trust Lead, Alan Boaden, Tony 
Simmonds, Trust Rep and Clive Harrington. Front Row: Trust Rep, Judy Wright, David Laing, Rev 
Lulu Pelly and Trust Rep.

The new Lord Prior Professor Mark Compton and His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester.



At the Gate
With Sarah Holmes from Priory Affairs

Sarah, please introduce yourself.
Hi, I’m Sarah. I have 

worked in Priory Affairs 
for seven years as the 
person responsible 
for Oblations (the 
charitable giving 
members of the Order 
pay), finance, looking 
after the ceremonial 
kit and supporting our 

events. Before this I worked in Brighton for 
two years as the Schools Community and 
Youth Co-ordinator for St John Sussex. I’ve 
been a volunteer for over 40 years starting as 
a Cadet and I was the volunteer lead for Youth 
at NHQ and a Trustee for six years.

The Investiture of Knights and Dames took 
place recently. I don’t know much about 
it, but know it’s a unique event here at the 
Gate. What’s it all about?

We hold an investiture for Members, 
Officers and Commanders three times a year, 
but people are promoted to the grades of 
Bailiff or Dame Grand Cross and Knights and 
Dames less frequently so Investitures only 
occur every 3 years. The event is an Order 
event not a Priory of England event, but 
we are heavily involved in the staffing and 
running of the investiture.

We currently invest not only those from the 
Priory of England but from around the world 

and the investiture is carried out on behalf of 
Her Majesty The Queen by our Grand Prior, 
HRH The Duke of Gloucester.

This year we also installed the new Lord 
Prior, Professor Mark Compton AM GCStJ. The 
Lord Prior, who is appointed for a three-year 
term, is the most senior non-Royal member of 
the Order of St John and also acts as Chair of 
Trustees of the Order. The new Lord Prior, 
Professor Compton, has volunteered for the 
Order of St John and St John Ambulance 
Australia for more than 45 years, stepping 
down this year as national chair and 
Chancellor of the Order of St John in Australia.

We also had amongst the invited guests 
acting Australian High Commissioner to 
the United Kingdom, Mr Matt Anderson, 
HM Lord-Lieutenant for Greater London, Sir 
Kenneth Olisa OBE CStJ, and the Worshipful 
the Mayor of Islington, Councillor Rakhia 
Ismail and guest.

The mantles and accoutrements are quite 
eye catching. What is the history behind 
them?

The history of mantles worn by members of 
the Order date back to the Knights Hospitaller 
and are black as recognition that it was the 
colour worn by Benedictine monks, which 
we were once connected with. Ladies wear 
a mantle; men wear a mantle and sopra vest 
(a kind of cassock). The badge on the left side 
differs in size based on the wearer’s grade in 

the Order. The smaller the badge the more 
junior the grade in the Order.

The banners carried are either personal 
banners for a Knight or Dame or they 
represent the Priory or Commandery in 
procession.

There are two crosses carried, one is the 
church cross which is carried in front of the 
clergy and the other, the Order cross, is the 
symbol of jurisdiction of the Prelate, the most 
senior religious member of the Order.

There is also the great Banner carried in 
procession, which displays the ancient arms 
of the Order, and the sword is carried which 
is the emblem of the temporal jurisdiction of 
her Majesty the Queen, The Sovereign Head 
of our Order. The sword is also used to confer 
the Accolade of the Order on Knights as they 
are invested.

The Priory Affairs Office was very busy on 
the day. How many Members of the Order 
were processing?

There were over 100 people involved in the 
processions representing the Order, Priories, 
Commanderies, Associations and Alliance 
Orders from 21 countries and islands, all 
marshalled by the Ceremonial Staff. There 
were about 250 people in the Church to 
witness the event. •
Interviewed by Annie Victory

St John Order Mantles. St John Order Members & Ceremonial Staff.Banners - Priory and Commanderies.

HRH The Grand Prior’s flag flying over 
the Gate.

The New Lord Prior - Professor Mark 
Compton AM GCStJ - with the Order 
Chancellor Patrick Burgess OBE GCStJ DL.

Procession of Priories, Commanderies, Associations, and Alliance Orders from the Gate to the Priory Church across 
Clerkenwell Road.



Ugonna Umunnakwe

Ugo has been in St John Ambulance Cadets 

for seven years and is currently an NCO in the 

Stevenage Youth unit, where he is involved 

in helping to deliver training sessions and 

develop leadership skills.  He is passionate 

about promoting youth volunteering and was 

elected Stevenage Youth Mayor for the year 

2018/19. During his tenure he organised an 

evening in the Council Chamber for young 

achievers, including representatives of various 

youth organisations and also young carers. Ugo 

remains on the Stevenage Youth Council and 

has a drive to motivate others and celebrate the 

diversity of young people. He leads by example 

to promote this and to overcome discrimination. 

Ugo is a presentable and confident young man 

with good interpersonal and communication 

skills. He is enthusiastic and articulate and we 

had no hesitation in recommending him for 

consideration to the role of Lord-Lieutenant‘s 

Cadet. His aim is to champion the youth of  

St John Ambulance and to epitomise the pride 

our young volunteers have in our organisation.

I would like to say how pleased I am to see a 

Lord-Lieutenant’s St John Cadet in Hertfordshire.  

We all wish Ugo well for the coming year.

Hertfordshire’s first 
Lord-Lieutenant’s  
St John Cadet
Article by Brian Wingate, Hertfordshire  
CPG Chair

Remembrance Sunday 
in North Yorkshire 
Article by Angela Tattersall, Vice President – North Yorkshire and Teesside

Remembrance Sunday saw many of the units from North 
Yorkshire attending services and parades around the 
county.  The weather for once was kind. 

Harrogate unit attended 
Wetherby’s parade, with Starbeck 
and Knaresborough unit attending 
events at Stonefall Cemetery and in 
Knaresborough, 

Ripon paraded in Ripon, and 
Thirsk and Northallerton paraded in 
Northallerton. Selby Cadets attended 
the local service at Selby. And the York 
units attending the parade in York, 
watched on by large crowds along 
the route to and from the Memorial 
Gardens. The York parade is one of the 
largest unrehearsed in the country and 
we like our colleague across the county 
were proud to represent St John and 
remember all those who fell serving 
their country

On this day that we show our respect 
to all armed service men and women, 

it is also important that we remember 
our own volunteers.  Throughout 
history our organisation has played 
an important and vital role in major 
wars and conflicts that our nation has 
engaged in and many of our volunteers 
have become casualties themselves 
whilst attending to our injured and 
fallen soldiers. •

Glyn Jones laying the wreath on behalf of the Harrogate 
unit.

Harrogate on parade in Wetherby.

Selby on parade.

New Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet Ugonna Umunnakwe with Mr Robert 
Voss CBE, HM Lord-Lieutenant of Hertfordshire.



Guildford VAD Memorial 2019
Article by Graham Rapley, Surrey CPG Chair

Members of Guildford St John Cadets and 
Adults joined forces with Surrey Red Cross and 
Graham Rapley, Chairman of the Surrey CPG, to 
remember those members of the voluntary aid 
detachment who lost their lives in times of war. 
The Surrey VAD memorial is at Farnham Road 
Hospital in Guildford, which was previously the 
site of the Royal Surrey County Hospital. 

Seven members of the Guildford Division of the St John 
Ambulance Brigade lost their lives in service in the First World War.  
Before they joined the Army, they helped to transport sick and 
wounded soldiers from Guildford to local hospitals. These members 
were remembered specifically at the memorial service: 

Herbert Bence, age 19; Frederick Etheridge, age 21; William Ilott, 
age 19; Edward Martin, age 26; George Prevett, age 21, Charles 
Wield, age 31, John Wood, age 27. 

Prior to the service, the Cadets from Guildford had been learning 
about the role of the VAD in times of war and finding out about 
the members of the Guildford division who lost their lives.  With 
the help of a British Red Cross Archivist, the Cadets learnt about 
detraining, the mobile hospitals set up close to the trenches, the 
uniforms the VAD nurses wore, and even tried some Trench cake! •

LNR District Cadet Awards 
Article by Alan Boaden, Northamptonshire CPG Chair

The LNR Cadet of the Year Competition 2020 
took part at Kettering St John Headquarters 
on Saturday 16th November. Seven Cadets 
from Units all over Leicestershire and 
Northamptonshire attended. The day included 
a uniform inspection, a mock radio interview 
to promote the role of youth leader, individual 
presentations and team tasks.

Karen Skears, District youth lead, praised the Cadets and said 
they all worked extremely hard and clearly showed their dedication 
and commitment to St John.

Alan Boaden, CPG Chair and Vice President for Northamptonshire, 
was part of the judging panel and presented the awards. He 
congratulated all the entrants and said the result was very close 
and the standard of performance very high, they were all a credit to 
their units and St John.

LNR Cadet of the Year 2020 
Luke Stevenson from Hinckley Cadets

Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet for Northamptonshire 
Rachel Clipstone from Kettering Cadets

Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet for Leicestershire 
Harry Cooke from Leicester Cadets

The District Cadet of the Year will now go forward to the 
Regional/National Competition due to be held at  Sedgebrook Hall 
in Northamptonshire next year. District Manager Mel Sanderson 
added her congratulations and wished Luke success in the National 
round. •

St John Volunteers and Surrey Red Cross Volunteers at the Surrey VAD memorial.

Leicestershire Cadets and Northamptonshire Cadets display their awards.



Suffolk Honours and Awards
Article by Laura Wallace

Suffolk’s Honours and Awards Celebration was held in Ipswich in October.  The High Sheriff of Suffolk 
(Mrs Roz Eminson) and the Mayor of Ipswich (Cllr Jan Parry) presented the awards.

The event was very well attended by St John 
volunteers and their families, The Chancellor of the 
Order of St John, as well as Mayors, Council Chairs and 
dignitaries from all over Suffolk.  Medals, bars, badges 
and certificates were presented to volunteers whose 
length of service ranged from 3 to 52 years. CPG awards 
were presented to  John Stewart and Brian Southey 
who, returning from a duty, witnessed a car hijacking 
where the driver was stabbed and hit with a broken 
glass bottle. John and Brian worked bravely in a hostile 
situation to treat two patients and assist London 
Ambulance Service colleagues.  Another CPG award 
was presented to Carol Thacker who, for over 20 years, 
has taken care of the St John building at Bramford, 
Ipswich.

The James Brownfield Trophy for the highest 
achieving unit in Suffolk over the past year was awarded 
to Bury St Edmunds. •

Admissions and promotions
Congratulations to the following postulants who were approved by HM The Queen for 
admission into or promotion within the Order of St John in October.

As Knight
David Patrick BELL
Alderman William Anthony Bowater 
RUSSELL

As Commander
Christine Pamela ATKINSON
Marilyn Jeanne JANES
Anne Caroline MAW
Professor Anthony Christopher MARSH QAM
Professor Maurice PLACE
Rosalind Anita Jane SMITH
The Reverend Canon Paul Rhys WILLIAMS

As Officer
David Henson BAFF
Ian BITHELL
Major General Paul Andrew CAIN QHP
Joseph Allan EDWARDS
Andrew James FEELY
Brian John HALL
Dr Carol Diane HEPBURN
Kay Vanessa HERON-EDMENDS
Surgeon Rear Admiral Andrew Simon 
HUGHES QHP
Leslie Francis McDONNELL
Sandra June NEWMAN
Andrew Terence READ

Air Vice-Marshall Alastair Norman Crawford 
REID QHP RAF
Christopher Peter Thomas RHODES
Anthony Howard Norman ROBERTS OBE
Alison WEBSTER
Dr Lisa Marie YATES

As Member
Elizabeth ALINSON
Wing Commander Graham BANKS MBE
Deirdre Majella Josephine BARR TD VR
Roy BERESFORD
Captain Iain Gerard BROOKE-BENNETT 
QARANC
Balwant Rai BUBBER JP DL
Julian Home CAULDER
Squadron Leader (Retd) Alan Raymond 
Dudley CLARK
Richard Alan James CHALKLEY
Colin CRISP
Hannah Margaret Elizabeth CROSS
Christopher James DAVIES
Emma Jane EVANS
Graham John EVANS
Helen EVES
Melvyn FOX
Gary Lee FROST
Sylvia May GIBBONS

Linda Christine GIBSON
John Charles HARRIS
Charles Frazer HARVEY
Sheriff Christopher HAYWARD
Colonel Jeremy David Richard HENNING
Keith Alan HORSMAN
Christopher HOUGHTON
Sharon JEFFREY
Nathan Stephen JONES
Dean Andrew JUDD
John KING
James LE GALLAIS
Matthew LEOPOLD
Jani Tapio LEVANEN
Ian Malcolm MCQUEEN
Alderman and Sheriff Professor Michael 
Raymond MAINELLI
Louise PULLEN
Martin Andrew ROBBINS
John Leslie Colin SNOWDON
Lorraine SNOWDON
Joan STOTHARD
The Reverend Michael Paul THOMASON
Graham Barrie THOMSON
Sarah Helen WALKER-SMITH
Rebecca Louise WATT
Scott WIGGINS
Paul WOODALL

Suffolk Honours and Awards event 2019.  The High Sheriff of Suffolk, The Mayor of Ipswich, the Chancellor, Laura Wallace, 
Suffolk CPG Chair, and award recipients.
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Worcestershire Triple Celebration
Article by Major Mark Armstrong, Worcestershire CPG Chair

Thursday 25th July saw a triple celebration for the Order of St John and St John Ambulance in 
Worcestershire. The evening event, which was held at the Worcester Masonic Centre, began with the 
commissioning of the new County Chaplain, The Reverend Anne Potter, by the Dean of the Order of 
St John, The Very Reverend Nicholas Frayling CStJ.  The Reverend Anne has previous experience of 
working with the St John Ambulance from when she lived in north London through the late 1970s to 
1989 when she left to live abroad.

The second part of the evening was the 
commissioning of the new Worcestershire 
Support Vehicle.  Donated by the Mark 
Master Masons as part of their national 
£3.1M Mark Benevolent Fund donation 
to St John Ambulance, this new asset 
has significantly enhanced the capability 
of the Worcestershire units.  Following a 
dedication by the newly appointed County 
Chaplain, the keys were handed over by the 
Right Worshipful Brother Eric John Rymer, 
Provincial Grand Master of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of 
Worcestershire, to the recently appointed 
District Manager for Worcestershire & 
Herefordshire, Ben Pallante.  In addition to 

the new support vehicle the Reverend Anne 
Potter also dedicated a new staff car.  All 
those who viewed the new support vehicle 
were very impressed by the space and 
capability it has.  Ben said, “This donation will 
enable our volunteers to continue with the 
great work that they do, in caring for patients 
they encounter on our events. The treatment 
centre provides us with a modern and safe 
space for patients to experience the high-
quality care and compassion our volunteers 
provide on a daily basis.”

The final party of the triple celebration was 
the presentation of service awards to St John 
Ambulance volunteers.  The Lord-Lieutenant, 
Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Holcroft OBE 
MVO CStJ, apologised that he was unable to 
be at the event, but was very pleased to be 
represented by Mrs Patricia Bradbury MBE JP 
DL.  As there had not been a service awards 
presentation for a couple of years there were 
plenty of 3, 6 and 9 year pins to present as 
well as hours served certificates.  Once these 
had been presented the Deputy Lieutenant 
presented Service Medals and Bars to 
several volunteers including second and 
third silver bars to Mrs Julie Knight, however 

the highlight of the evening had to be the 
presentation of a Gold Leaf to Mr Robert 
Elvins for an incredible 52 years’ voluntary 
service.  Mrs Bradbury praised the work of 
all St John Ambulance volunteers and the 
contribution they make to supporting events 
across the county.

Following the three formal events there 
was a barbecue which was enjoyed by all 
and a further opportunity for those who 
attended the event, which included a 
number of Cadets, to view the new support 
vehicle and talk to members of the Mark 
Master Masons about their generous 
donation to St John Ambulance. •

Commissioning the new County Chaplain.Robert Elvins - 52 years of service. District Manager Ben Pallante receives the keys  for the new support vehicle.

The assembled attendees at the celebration event.

The Dean delivers the closing prayer with the Deputy Lieutenant.


