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St John faces its biggest challenge in 
peacetime
Article by Ian Groves and Tom Foakes

Since the last issue of Priory News, the world has changed dramatically with the advent of COVID-19 
and the lockdown that has been imposed in many countries. St John is now facing a huge challenge 
involving its largest ever deployment of volunteers and resources in peacetime, comparable only to 
the huge war effort in the Second World War.

Today, the entire organisation has focused 

its efforts on supporting the NHS in the 

fight against COVID-19, with volunteers 

around the country working in Emergency 

Departments, crewing ambulances to 

respond to 999 calls and providing their skills 

behind the scenes to train colleagues in 

COVID-19 treatment techniques and staff the 

Joint and Regional Operations Coordination 

Cells around the country. 

In April alone, our volunteers provided 

89,101 hours of service on these activities.  

More than 3,600 patients were attended by 

our ambulance crews and in excess of 5,000 

volunteers overall have been involved in our 

COVID-19 response across all roles.

Stepping back 75 years, St John fulfilled 

an equally involved role during the Second 

World War. Throughout the War, our global 

response took in the care of prisoners 

of war, displaced persons, the wounded 

and missing, ambulance transport and, 

of course, the training and provision of 

medical volunteers. With no NHS until 

1948, and stretched hospitals dealing with 

the casualties of war, St John’s community 

response on the Home Front saved 

innumerable lives. Between 1938 and 1945, 

we trained more than 1.2 million people in 

first aid, distributed over 3 million copies of 

the St John Ambulance First Aid Manual, and 

deployed over 200,000 St John Ambulance 

volunteers in support of the allies. 

With the 75th anniversary of VE Day 

being commemorated on Friday 8 May, 

the Priory team thanks not only all those 

volunteers who cared for the injured during 

the war, but also all those who are delivering 

unprecedented levels of volunteering time 

today as the world continues to face this new 

challenge.

“Our response in April to the coronavirus 

has been nothing short of phenomenal,” said 

The Prior, Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis. 

“On behalf of the Priory I extend my deep 

and sincere thanks to the team for such an 

impressive and focused effort. The whole 

charity is proud to support our colleagues 

in the NHS and make a real difference in the 

work to deal with COVID-19.

“We will also find time to pause this bank 

holiday weekend to remember and thank 

our past volunteers who worked tirelessly to 

help the public and the armed forces during 

World War II. Their dedication will not be 

forgotten.” •



Best of British: Cadets of 
the Year 2020
Article by Dave Shuttleworth

The brightest and best of St John Ambulance’s young volunteers 
have been named the charity’s Cadets of the Year for 2020.

National Cadet of the Year Luke Stevenson (16) heads the team of winners picked 
from the 34 teenagers vying for top honours during the event at Sedgebrook Hall in 
Northamptonshire, over the weekend of 21 to 23 February. 

“This is a really big honour, which gives me an opportunity to serve an organisation 
that has given me so much, said Luke, from Hinckley in Leicestershire. “It allows me to give 
something back to St John.”

From presentations and interviews, to group discussions and tasks, the Cadets underwent 
a rigorous set of challenges.

“Luke is a worthy winner,” said St John Ambulance’s Chief Commissioner, Ann Cable, MBE 
DL, who led the team of assessors putting the Cadets through their paces. “As well as being 
positive and passionate about our charity and serving the community, he is easy to talk to 
and has a great sense of humour. He’ll be a fabulous ambassador for St John Ambulance.”

The other winners were:

Regional Cadets of the Year
    • Leo Daubeney – West Region
    • Rose Francis – North Region
    • Jake McCandless – East Region
    • Amber Watkin – London and South Region

Commanderies Cadet of the Year
    • Hana Oya-Knight (St John Northern Ireland)

In addition to the COTY titles, Hannah Gillott from north London was awarded the Miller 
Trophy for scoring highest in the contest’s first aid assessments. 

“This competition is always my favourite weekend of the year,” said Surgeon Rear Admiral 
Lionel Jarvis, CBE DL, Prior of the Priory of England and the Islands of the Order of St John, 
who joined Ann to announce the winners.

“I am delighted to spend time with these extraordinary young people; they are the best of 
St John Ambulance and the best of our country.”

The Cadets of the Year have a key role in making sure the voices of young volunteers are 
heard at the highest level in St John.

The charity’s chief executive, Martin Houghton-Brown said: “What an inspiring group of 
young people – all focused on the difference they can make in their communities. Each of 
the Cadets demonstrated how being a member of the St John family has helped them gain 
confidence, plus the courage to act in times of crisis. I am proud of them all and look forward 
to working with them.” •
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Welcome to the Spring 
issue of Priory News

Since the last issue, life for St John has 
undergone an unprecedented transformation 
as we collectively face the challenges posed 
by the coronavirus. With teams now working 
from home and St John Ambulance fully 
focused on providing support in various ways 
to the NHS, the news reported in this issue 
will possibly be the last of its kind for a while 
as events, vehicle handovers, Organ Donation 
ceremonies and other face-to-face activities 
are currently suspended.

This issue is also the first which will be 
electronic-only and we intend to continue 
to publish email-friendly versions of the 
magazine for the foreseeable future. These 
will be backed up with regular news stories 
on the Priory’s website so we will actually 
be communicating with you more over the 
coming months and telling you what is going 
on in the world of St John, albeit under very 
different circumstances.

Our front-page story this time looks at how 
St John is responding to COVID-19, working 
in local communities to help members of the 
public as the virus continues to impact on the 
country.

In this issue, we meet our new St John 
Ambulance Cadets of the Year in the regions 
and nationally, who all have a very exciting 
year ahead of them. We also hear from Patrick 
Burgess, the outgoing Chancellor of the Order 
of St John, who reflects on his time in post as 
a Great Officer, and The Revd John Davis, who 
tells us about his work as Fellowship Chair. 

We always welcome your feedback about 
Priory News, so if you would like to comment 
on this issue, or previous ones, or have 
suggestions for new features, please email 
me or Annie Victory at the usual St John 
addresses.

Very best wishes and please keep safe,

Ian

Ian Groves - Editor 
External Communications Officer



Patrick Burgess Interview
Article by Ian Groves

Priory News interviewed Patrick Burgess, Chancellor of the Order of St John, who will stepping 
down from the role on St John’s Day after six years of service. Here, he shares his many memories as 
Chancellor and explains what his work has involved.
Patrick, what have been the highlights of 
your time as Chancellor?

Some of the more memorable, and touching, 
highlights of the last six years have included 
being swept up in the magnificent panoply 
of pageantry in St Paul’s on St John’s Day and 
in the US investitures I have been asked to 
attend. I also travelled overseas to conduct 
investitures in places as varied as Gibraltar, 
Charleston, Malta and, finally, Singapore - where 
my duties included inspecting, in full robes 
and a humidity of nearly 100 per cent, the 
magnificent long lines of an extraordinarily 
smart parade.

I recall one particular occasion, as the 
debates on renewal were getting tough at 
Grand Council in Hong Kong, when HRH 
The Duke of Gloucester, the Grand Prior, had 
quietly slipped in and taken a seat beside me! 
His constant interest and support have been 
of great value to us all. It was also a special 
privilege to visit the work we are doing in the 
townships in Cape Town, where I found myself 
in the presence of none other than Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. I have a host of other fond 
memories: of warm welcomes to savour and 
truly remarkable skills and attitudes to admire.

But, in my mind, these are all against the 
backdrop of what has really enhanced these 
years for me - of being privileged to work as 
part of a team of very committed, inspirational 
people in a role that is about service – to our 
Sovereign Head, to the Order and to all our 
thousands of brothers and sisters in St John 
around the world. And in a special way, if I may 
say so, one thing which gave me great pleasure 
was when the late Sir Malcolm Ross accepted 
office as Lord Prior. He was a decisive leader 
with natural grace and, when he assumed 
the role, it marked a fitting culmination to the 
intense work of constitutional reform - new 
Statutes, new Regulations and, in due course, 
a new Honours and Awards Review - which 
have all come together to make significant 
changes for all of us in the Order, restoring and 
refreshing our old roots, and bringing the way 
we express these into a contemporary setting. 
So now in the Order worldwide we have clarity, 

charity and confraternity: a wonderful platform 
for our skills going forward.
What else can you tell us about your work 
with other Orders?

In the course of the period, our relations 
with the other Johannine Orders - one of the 
Chancellor’s many and varied roles - carefully 
nurtured from delicate beginnings by Professor 
Mellows, have continued to flower into full 
blown cooperation in a number of fields and 
into real comradeship in our work.

All of this sits alongside the work which 
our very skilled and resourceful staff have 
been doing in the International Office and 
the thoughtful leadership of our new Lord 
Prior - yes, teams are very important but so is 
leadership! 
What are your thoughts on the future 
development of the Order?

Thanks to the Order’s renewed initiatives in 
diversity, in the much closer involvement of 
our younger people, and in shared governance 
across the regions - augmented by our Priories 
‘godparenting’ our smaller establishments - I 
believe our future is bright and full of promise.

And don’t forget that we are still one of the 
few organisations which, round the globe, 
can say we are already there ‘on the ground’ 
and you can bet that our impact will be 
still more strengthened when, through our 
youth initiative, we learn what is their vision 
of our future and mission and how to deliver 
it in a world that is going to be different 
in ways beyond our comprehension – in 
communications, in transport, in medical 
technology throughout the Order - twenty 
years on. 

Twenty years ago when I was the Chair of 
the St John Council for Sussex, we adopted the 
mantra ‘The Order is the soul of the Ambulance 
and the Ambulance is an expression of the spirit 
of the Order’, and with the many manifestations 
of that which I have been privileged to see 
and experience round the Order on my travels 
in the last six years I am convinced that that 
crucial symbiosis is where our strength and our 
future lie.  

Can you sum up your activities as Chancellor 
in a couple of paragraphs? What sort of 
things do you get involved in?

Since my appointment as Chancellor I 
have hardly ever had a dull day. I’ve been 
involved in preparations for the quarterly 
Executive Committee and Honours and Awards 
Committee meetings – and for Grand Council. 
Then the meetings themselves crowd out 
something like thirty full days in every year. 
Every day there are other things to address 
as well – small crises in establishments, over 
policies or personalities, questions about 
awarding (and, sometimes, removing) 
Honours, questions about ceremonial and 
etiquette, constitutional queries, and travels 
to investitures. All these can fill one’s Chancery 
days, and that is in addition to the recent five 
years of constitutional revisions which have 
been nearly all-consuming and would have 
been impossible to carry through without 
the heavy involvement of our Honorary Legal 
Counsel and the Secretary General. 

Being Chancellor is not without its burdens 
- including the task of bearing other people’s 
anxieties - but serving as a Great Officer brings 
friendships and fun as well as seriousness and 
solemnity, and a certain sense of fulfilment. I 
am particularly grateful to the Priory of England 
and the Islands - the Order’s mother Priory, as I 
like to think of it - for all the support they have 
given to the Order and its Great Officers in 
these years of change and renewal.
What are your personal plans and ambitions 
now, following St John’s Day?

I am a born fidget, so, when I slip my 
moorings, I shall get down to helping locally 
and with some of the other charitable things I 
have been involved in over the last fifty years. 
Also reading, and painting, and improving my 
piano playing (very rusty), and tending our 
demanding garden, and walking with Maggie 
across our wonderful Downs, and seeing more 
of our grandchildren - all will fill the time more 
than adequately.  

On behalf of the Priory of England and the 
Islands, thank you, Patrick! •



Sussex Homeless Services showcases 
new mobile treatment centre 
Article by Kate Rutsch

A new, specialist vehicle to provide healthcare to Sussex’s homeless and vulnerably housed people, 
was officially presented to St John Ambulance’s Homeless Service on Friday 28 February. 

The mobile treatment centre, which is fully 
equipped to provide first aid and primary 
healthcare to those who need it, has been 
secured thanks to a capital grant by the 
Mark Master Masons through their Mark 
Benevolent Fund. The vehicle is one of over 
50 to be handed over in England, Wales, the 
Isle of Man and the Channel Islands.

On Friday 28 February, staff and volunteers 
from the St John Homeless Service were 
formally presented with the vehicle by 
members of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Mark Master Masons of Sussex, and 
were joined by other local dignitaries and 
supporters, including the Mayor of Brighton, 
Cllr Alexandra Phillips. 

Guests at the event were shown around 
the vehicle, which forms part of St John’s 
vital outreach service on Brighton’s seafront 
on a Thursday evening, and were given the 

opportunity to chat to the service’s manager, 
Sharon Agnew, and regular volunteers who 
help run the project. 

The team provides first aid, including the 
treatment of wounds, dressing changes, 
specialist foot care with a podiatrist, as well 
as health assessments and referrals, health 
promotion, and support health appointment 
attendance, amongst other vital support 
services.  

Right Worshipful Brother Martin Wilson, 
Provincial Grand Master of the Degree of 
Mark Master Masons of Sussex, said: ‘It is 
a great pleasure, on behalf of the Mark 
Benevolent Fund, to hand over the keys of 
this unique vehicle to St John to enable them 
to provide much needed assistance to the 
homeless of Brighton.’

Dan May-Jones, CPG Chair in Sussex, said: 
‘The donation of this vehicle is wonderful 

news for the Sussex Homeless Service and 
will significantly help enhance the care we’re 
able to provide to those who are homeless or 
vulnerably housed. We’re immensely grateful 
to the Mark Master Masons in the Sussex 
Province and to the Mark Benevolent Fund 
for their generosity and we look forward to 
seeing the positive impact the vehicle will 
have in the local community.” 

With the arrival of the new mobile 
treatment centre, the team is now exploring 
opportunities to extend the service to other 
areas including Worthing, Crawley, and 
Horsham.

For more information on St John 
Ambulance’s Sussex Homeless Service go 
to https://www.sja.org.uk/what-we-do/
our-work-in-the-community/our-homeless-
services/ •

Presentation of cheque from Mark Master Masons  
in Bury St Edmunds
Submitted by Laura Wallace, Suffolk CPG Chair

The Bury St Edmunds unit held a small event to celebrate and thank the Mark 
Master Masons for their generous gift of £21,000 to the St John East Region.

Photo: Members of the Unit at Bury St Edmunds with Mark Master Masons, Laura Wallace (County President and Chairman of 
Suffolk CPG) and Lee Taylor, Suffolk District Manager..



Yvonne Albon of Tarvin began her St John 
career as a Cadet in Ipswich during the Second 
World War where she was engaged in a wide 
range of charity work and first aid training that 
culminated in her receiving the Grand Prior’s 
badge that she wore on her St John uniform all 
her adult service.

She was a faithful and dedicated member of 
St John Ambulance throughout her life, initially 
in Suffolk, before moving to London where she 
was a unit superintenent, and finally Chester 
in 1970. Beginning her working life in Ipswich, 
she soon moved to London where she took up 
youth work and, on moving to Cheshire, she 
continued that career, employed by Cheshire 
County Council, as Head of Youth Clubs and 
Duke of Edinburgh training until her retirement. 

She used her youth work experience in 
senior St John leadership and training roles 
and completed her long and productive adult 
service as the County Commissoner. She was 
invested into the Order of St John as a member 
in 1964 and ultimately promoted to Dame 
of the Order in 2000 in recognition of her 
achievements throughout her St John career. 
However, retirement from St John life was not 
for her. 

She was an active and valued member of 
the St John Council before moving to the 
County Priory Group; she remained a steadfast 
supporter of all things in St John, particularly 
Cadets and the Jerusalem Eye Hospital. She was 
the county representative and fundraiser for 
the Eye Hospital and frequently visited the Holy 
Land, Malta and Rhodes, following the history of 
the Order of St John. Last year, at the age of 86, 
she relinquished her role with the Eye Hospital.

She died at the Countess of Chester Hospital 
after a short illness on Monday 25 November, 
aged 87. Her funeral was held at St Andrew’s 
church, Tarvin, on 16th December 2019, 
complete with a St John Guard of Honour. •

Obituary 

Yvonne Albon
Article by Don Fitzroy Smith

Yvonne Albon DStJ

Dear Diary…
Article by Jessica Scantlebury

Readers of Priory News are invited to leave a written legacy 
for future generations by recording details of a day in their 
life as part of a long-standing social history project.

In 1937, Mass Observation called for people from all parts of the UK to record 
everything they did from when they woke up in the morning to when they 
went to sleep at night on 12 May. This was the day of George VI’s Coronation. The 
resulting diaries provide a wonderful glimpse into the everyday lives of people 
across Britain, and have become an invaluable resource for those researching 
countless aspects of the era. 

12 May 2020 would ordinarily be a routine Tuesday, were it not for the impact 
of COVID-19. The Archive is keen to capture the voices and experiences of those 
associated with St John and it goes without saying that the presence of the virus 
will make the memories submitted this year of great interest and value to social 
historians, researchers, students and many other groups who consult the Archive.

Write as much as you can about what you do, who you talk to, what you talk 
about, what you eat and drink, what you buy or sell, what you are working on, the 
things you read, see and hear around you, how you are feeling and of course what 
you yourself think.

Submitted diaries, which can be typed or handwritten, are retained 
anonymously with no personal details requested or recorded. 

For more information about how to submit your diary from 12 May – which this 
year falls on a Tuesday – please visit http://www.massobs.org.uk/write-for-us/12th-
may

You can also get involved on social media by tweeting details of your day using 
the hashtag #12May20 •



George Cable – ‘This is your Life’
Article by Ian Groves

Centenary of a St John Ambulance stalwart celebrated with a special “This is your Life” themed event.

The dedication of a man who devoted 
many hours of voluntary work for St John 
Ambulance in Lowestoft over many decades 
was celebrated with a special ‘This is your Life’ 
themed event.

George Cable, a former Divisional 
Superintendent of the Lowestoft Ambulance 
Division of St John Ambulance, travelled 
from his current home in Cardiff to be at the 
special celebration of his 100th Birthday.

The event, at St John Ambulance Training 
Centre, Oxford Road, Lowestoft saw a large 
gathering of George’s family, including his 
sister Phil, friends, former St John colleagues 
and current volunteers including Cadets and 
Badgers to celebrate his centenary. 

Special guests in attendance were Lady 
Fiona Barttelot, National President of the  
St John Fellowship, and Ann Cable, Chief 
Commissioner of St John Ambulance.

Compèred by Tony Curd, the St John Unit 
President at Lowestoft, George was greeted 
by the theme music of the TV programme 
and the introduction made popular by 
Eamonn Andrews who would have said: “Yes, 
tonight, George Cable, this is your life.” 

Tony said, “George was born on 16th 
February 1920 at a house in Lorne Road, 
Lowestoft, the fourth of seven children, 

and went to Lovewell Road School. He also 
spent some time in the Boys’ Brigade and left 
school at the age of fourteen.

“His first job was at Woods Bakery where 
he made bread deliveries and then worked at 
the former Silk Works in School Road before 
being called up in 1939 to serve in the Loyal 
Suffolk Hussars which was an Anti-Tank 
Regiment. 

“On the night before D-Day he was on 
board a ship ready to cross to France when 
the vessel took a direct hit and an enemy 
bomb entered the funnel of the ship but 
did not explode. George slept through this 
entire episode and the delay in arriving at 
the beaches in Normandy may possibly 
have saved him from becoming one of the 
casualties of the 6 June 1944.

“After the war George worked for a 
number of local building firms including the 



Lowestoft Cooperative society and the British 
Transport Docks & Railway Board.

“In early 1952 he met his future wife Sheila 
and they married in March the following 
year, setting up home in Payne Street 
before later moving to Long Road. They had 
three children, Alex, Roderick and Jo, four 
grandchildren and five great-Grandchildren. 
Sadly Sheila passed away in 2011 after 58 
years of marriage.

“George’s first involvement with St John 
Ambulance was with the British Railways 
Ambulance Centre and this led to him 
joining the Lowestoft Division in 1961. He 
developed an interest in casualty simulation 
and joined Casualties Union and was also 
a member of the Division’s successful 
competition team

“In the late 60s he started work at Richard’s 
Shipbuilders where he was responsible for all 
first aid on site, timekeeping and also ran the 
canteen. 

“Around this time the Division bought and 
converted a First Aid Unit and he was heavily 
involved in this project. He progressed from 
an Ambulance Member to Sergeant and 

then in 1972 he was appointed Divisional 
Superintendent. 

“At the time voluntary St John staff 
provided the night-time ambulance cover 
for Lowestoft and surrounding district each 
night. But as these duties were becoming 
increasingly difficult to sustain, George 
successfully managed the transition and 

negotiations with the East Suffolk County 
Council and refocused the work of St John 
on public duties. 

“As a result of these changes in the 
ambulance service, St John Ambulance no 
longer had its own vehicle in Lowestoft. One 
of his first major achievements was to launch 

an appeal in1973 for the purchase of a brand 
new ambulance costing £4,000 - today this is 
the equivalent of £42,000.

“During his time with the Division, George 
gave a staggering 4,707 hours of voluntary 
service in total. His hard work laid the 
foundations for the excellent reputation the 
Unit has today and as well as being awarded 
the Service Medal for 25 years’ service, he was 
admitted to the Order of St John as a Serving 
Brother in 1980. Two years later he decided to 
step down as Divisional Superintendent but 
continued as an Ambulance Member for two 
more years.” 

To acknowledge his contribution to the 
Lowestoft Unit over that time, two final 
presentations were made by Lady Barttelot 
and by Ann Cable before Andrew Rivett, 
grandson-in-law of George and St John 
District Fundraising Lead, brought a birthday 
cake, made by George’s granddaughter 
Vickie, to be cut to conclude a memorable 
celebration. •
All photos apart from B/W and ambulance, 
credit Mick Howes.



Memorial Service (general view inside the church).

Northfleet Cadets with Megan Chandler – Cadet of the Year and member of Northfleet Cadets (left), 
Dr Ian Jutting OStJ – County President for Kent (centre), Ann Cable MBE DStJ DL – Chief Commissioner, 
National Headquarters (right).
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75th anniversary memorial service for St John 
Ambulance volunteer Lt Cpl Eric Harden VC
Article by Ian Jutting
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The 75th anniversary of the passing of Lt Cpl Eric Harden VC took 
place at All Saints’ parish church in Northfleet, Kent. He was a  
St John Ambulance volunteer at Northfleet Division.

He enlisted in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps and was attached to the 45 Royal 
Marine Commandos and was serving in 
Holland during the Second World War. On 
23 January 1945 his team was subject to 
intense enemy action. With the greatest 
bravery, he went forward to attend to four 
casualties in the open, under enemy fire 
from four positions. He 
managed to bring two 
casualties back to cover 
and went out a third time 
to collect another casualty 
but was killed instantly 
on the way back. He was 
posthumously awarded the 
Victoria Cross, the highest 
military order. He was the 
first non-commissioned 
officer to receive this high 
award. A memorial stone on 
a bridge close to where he 
died commemorates his life 
and death, and he is buried 
in the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission 
cemetery at Nederweert in the Netherlands. 
The St John Northfleet Hall is named the Eric 
Harden VC Hall and contains a copy of his VC 
commendation and pictures.

The service was attended by Julia Harden, 
the daughter of Lt Cpl Eric Harden VC RAMC, 
as well as the Lord Mayor of Gravesham 
Borough Council, Cllr Gurdip Ram Bungar, 
The Leader of Gravesham Borough Council, 

Cllr John Burden, and the Chairman of Kent 
County Council, Cllr Ann Allen MBE. The 
Services were represented by the Royal 
Army Medical Corps Association and 45 
Royal Marine Commandos. Also attending 
were The Royal British Legion, Services 
Cadets, and Cadets and Adult volunteers 
from St John Ambulance Northfleet unit 

with their Unit Manager, 
Edna Worrall MBE OStJ who 
laid the wreath on behalf 
of SJA. Also in attendance 
were Area Manager, Peter 
Longbottom OStJ, Chairman 
of the County Priory Group 
for Kent, James London OStJ, 
and County President for 
Kent, Dr Ian Jutting OStJ. We 
were pleased to welcome 
Ann Cable, MBE DStJ DL, 
our Chief Commissioner for 
St John Ambulance. She 
was attended by Megan 
Chandler, Cadet of the Year 
for Kent and a Cadet at the 
Northfleet unit. 

Choral items were sung by The Brompton 
and Invicta Military Wives Choir. 

The service was followed by a march led 
by The Rochester Pipe Band with the salute 
taken by the Mayor of Gravesham Borough 
Council. •
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Eric Harden as St John Ambulance 
Volunteer, Northfleet Division during 
the Second World War.

Picture of Lt Cpl Eric Harden VC RAMC.

Citation for the Posthumous Victoria Cross for Lt Cpl  
Eric Harden VC RAMC.



New Chaplain for Herefordshire
Article by Andy Taylor

On 3 February, at the ancient chapel of 
Coningsby Hospital in Hereford, Bishop David 
Thomson was commissioned as the Chaplain 
for St John Ambulance in Herefordshire.

The Dean of the Priory of England and the Islands of The Order 
of St John, the Very Reverend Nicholas Frayling, officiated and 
gave a stirring address highlighting service through faith and 
humanity - the principles of the Order.

The 13th-century Coningsby Hospital, originally known as 
the Coningsby Red Coat Hospital, is thought to have been the 
inspiration for the Chelsea Hospital for Army pensioners. The ruins 
of the Blackfriars monastery lie alongside the chapel which hosts 
a small but most interesting museum dedicated to the hospital 

and its links to the Order of St John, the Crusades, the Knights Templar and The Knights Hospitaller.
The service was attended by the county patron of St John Ambulance, the Dowager Countess of Darnley, Her Majesty’s Lord 

Lieutenant, The Chairman of the County Council Cllr Sebastian Bowen and the Mayor of Hereford Cllr Kath Hey, with many guests and 
members of St John Ambulance from the county.

Andy Taylor, the chair of the County Priory Group, said: “This was a truly meaningful ceremony with the new county chaplain being 
commissioned in a site which has had an association with the Order of St John for over 800 years. It certainly brought to the fore the 
endurance, tradition and heritage of the Order.” •

Left to right: Andy Taylor - Chair CPG, Revd Martin Loveless - Retiring Chaplain, Cllr Kath Hey - Mayor of Hereford, 
Revd Nicholas Frayling - Priory Dean, Bishop David Thomson - Newly Commissioned Chaplain, The Dowager 
Countess of Darnley - HM Lord Lieutenant of Herefordshire, Cllr Sebastian Bowen - Chair of County Council, Revd 
Andrew Talbot-Ponsonby - Chaplain Coningsby Hospital, Rear - Terri Davies - Standard bearer.

Ed Anderson, the Lord Lieutenant of West Yorkshire and Joint 
President of the Order of St John in South & West Yorkshire
Deputy Chair of the CPG, Richard Jackson MBE, CStJ DL.

Service medal presentation in the South 
and West Yorkshire County Priory Group
Article by Hazel Thompson

It was a special occasion for the West Yorkshire County Priory Group 
in September 2019 when Ed Anderson, the Lord Lieutenant of 
West Yorkshire and Joint President of the Order of St John in South 
and West Yorkshire, presented Deputy Chair of the CPG, Richard 
Jackson MBE, CStJ DL, with his Service Medal. The Medal, Bars and 
Certificates spanned a period numbering almost 40 years of service 
during which time these awards to Richard had been overlooked.

Whilst currently Deputy Chair of the CPG 
since 2014, Richard has been in a position of 
leadership throughout his years of service to 
St John in South and West Yorkshire. During 
that period Richard has held the roles of 
President and Chairman of Council in South & 
West Yorkshire. He is particularly noted for his 

work in raising huge amounts of money from 
marathon running and other fund generating 
activities together with his support for many 
volunteers across the county. •

Suffolk Investiture
Submitted by Laura Wallace

Four volunteers from Suffolk were invested in the 
Order at the Service on 12 December 2019. Brian Hall 
and Andrew Read were promoted to Officer. Colin 
Crisp and Martin Robbins were invested as Members.

Left to right: Colin Crisp, Brian Hall, Andrew Read, Martin Robbins and Tony Curd.



COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING NEWS

Putting the ‘super’ into 
supermarkets…
St John has raised £65k from a highly successful 
fundraising drive with Tesco.

St John has had great success with the Tesco Centenary 
Grants programme during 2019, which supports deserving 
community activities across the UK. In November we had 
an incredible five bids accepted just in the first round of 
applications – which meant lots of (very welcome) cheque 
presentations.
• £15,000 – Oxfordshire & Berkshire
• £15,000 – Dorset & Hampshire
• £10,000 – South London
• £10,000 – North London
• £15,000 – Essex.

Rebecca Mauger, Director of Fundraising, said: “I want to give 
huge thanks to all our volunteers who helped spread awareness 
in Tesco stores. Without your hard work, we might not have 
done so well against such well-known charities as Cancer 
Research and CLIC Sargent.

She added: “We’re so excited to have secured £65,000 to 
continue our vital work supporting local communities and are 
especially grateful to Tesco and all the customers who chose us 
while doing their shopping.”

This is not even necessarily the end of the good news story.  
St John had another four further Tesco bids in store in 
November until December, in both the North and West Regions, 
so there may well be more to celebrate in 2020!

Co-op community digs deep…
Shoppers across the country have shown their support – to 
the tune of £37k – for our life saving work.

November was a very good month for supermarket 
partnerships. One week later, after the news that St John had 
been awarded £65k by the Tesco Centenary Grants programme, 
the Co-op was raising smiles all round.

In November 2018, the Co-op Local Community Fund 
started raising money for St John units. One year on, we have 
more fantastic results to report. Here’s a summary of how much 
money each selected Unit has been awarded:
• Bexley Unit - £2,670
• Rickmansworth & Chorleywood Unit - £4,595
• Dover Unit - £2,500
• Epsom Unit - £4,070
• Lowestoft Cycle Response Unit - £1,795
• Redhill Unit - £10,070
• Mansfield Unit - £5,510
• Bromsgrove Area - £5,685.

The good news just keeps on coming – here are five more  
St John units that will be raising funds next year:
• Calverton, Nottinghamshire Area
• Harrogate Unit
• Horsham Unit
• Market Rasen and Caistor, Lincolnshire Area
• Oakwell Unit.

Throughout 2020, every time a Co-op loyalty card holder buys 
a Co-op own brand product, these units will receive 1% of the 
cost.

If you live in one of the five areas, you can support St John by 
signing up for a Co-op membership card (they cost just £1.00). 
Membership card holders can then choose which causes to 
support by signing into their membership account or by calling 
the membership helpline on 0800 023 4708. You can also help 
by encouraging fellow volunteers, family and friends to support 
the project.

Young volunteers bag windfall from local shoppers
In Hampshire, the Havant Badgers received the most votes in the Waitrose Community 
Matters green token scheme and have been presented with a cheque for £500 thanks to 
the support of shoppers at the Havant branch of Waitrose. 

The donation will be used to support the St John young volunteers, helping them to realise 
their full potential and learn essential skills for life, including topics such as communication, 
health, and first aid. 

Christine Atkinson, Hampshire County President, said: “Havant St John Ambulance has a long 
standing and wonderful relationship with the local Waitrose and we really appreciate the support 
that everyone in the town gives us.”

Left to right: Back row: Molly, Waitrose team leader, 
Christine Atkinson, St John County President, and Kathy, 
Waitrose donations coordinator.



Sussex Ambulance Pull
On 28 September 2019, the London & South Community 
Fundraising team introduced the Charity Ambulance Pull to 
their events calendar.

Teams of St John volunteers, the Brighton Homeless Service, 
friends, families, community groups and local businesses all 
joined in, taking it in turns to have a go at pulling a fully-laden 
ambulance along a 100-metre straight stretch of Brighton 
promenade, and the fastest time would win.

Despite the weather causing havoc, the event received some 
fantastic publicity and was an all-round success. What’s more, 
nearly £2,000 was raised to help buy a new ambulance for 
Sussex, a campaign that was launched earlier this year by the 
Sussex County Priory Group.

‘We couldn’t have done it without the help of our 
fantastic volunteers.’

Pippa Beets, Community Fundraiser said, ‘We are so thrilled at 
how the event panned out. With 45mph winds, the weather was 
against us from start to finish, but nevertheless the atmosphere 
and positivity from all the teams was so special. It was our first 
event of this kind, and like any event we have learnt a huge 
amount that will take forward into 2020. We couldn’t have done 
it without our fantastic Sussex volunteers – thank you so much 
to everyone who was involved.’

The winning team, a local group from Brighton, the Heave Hoe’s.

The Sheppey Knights, St John volunteers from the Isle of Sheppey.

Derbyshire Annual Awards 
Evening
Congratulations to all 2019 Derbyshire Award recipients!  
A grand total of 84 awards were presented on the evening. 

These included: Stuart Slater, compère of the evening, who 
received his 1,000 volunteer hours certificate and Mr and Mrs 
Bennett, who received their 25-year service certificates, all long 
awaited.  Thanks to them for their continued support to the 
Bolsover unit Alicia Thompson was recognised for her support 
and efforts during the Toddbrook Reservoir collapse.  Alicia 
received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Regional Head of 
Volunteering, Izzy Shaw. Alicia also manages the rest centre at 
Chapel-en-le-Frith, ensuring cover is always available. 

A huge thank you also goes out to Dr Cheryle Berry, who 
provided the delicious buffet that was enjoyed by all prior to the 
presentation.

Stuart Slater. Mr and Mrs Bennett.

Nuneaton and Stockingford All Services Unit 
This year has been a good fundraising year for Nuneaton and Stockingford ASU. Gareth Pickering, a unit member, has spent a lot of time 
and effort organising fundraising events throughout the year including a music festival called Circlefest 2019. Various acts turned up to 
showcase their talents and raise funds for St John. The whole unit came together to help on the day and, although the weather was not 
brilliant, they still managed to secure donations and sell merchandise to members of the public and their local MP. Altogether they raised 
over £1,000 - a brilliant achievement.

Shropshire CPG
A massive thank you to every member of Shropshire CPG. 

They have been out and about within the local Shropshire 
community raising awareness of St John Ambulance, giving 
talks and raising vital funds to support our amazing charity. They 
have been a great support to local units offering advice and 
helping at first aid and fundraising events. From applying for 
grants to holding a collection tin at a fundraising stall, they have 
raised just shy of £6,000 so far which is truly appreciated.



St John Ambulance at EDF’s 
Heysham Power Station Safety Day
Cumbria and Lancashire District Events manager Sarah 
King ensured that St John Ambulance and volunteers were 
represented at EDF’s Heysham Power Station Safety day in 
October.

Throughout the day, volunteers interacted with staff 
fundraising and holding demonstrations, including the popular 
CPR Champions kit, where staff were in stiff competition with 
each other to see who could show off their skills! They were also 
able to put on display a newly liveried Pride Ambulance and 
CRU bikes.

All in all, it was a successful day and the volunteers have 
been invited back next year where they hope to pass on more 
knowledge to the employees.

Harrogate unit gets off to a 
flying start!
Harrogate unit, which only recently opened, is already busy 
fundraising to ensure that they have all the equipment they 
need to help cover the events in their community. 

Volunteers Glyn Jones and Andrew Wilson made their way 
around local garden centres, most recently at Garforth, to collect 
donations to help raise money for new radios. From this alone 
they raised £175 for the unit. They are also enthusiastic about 
passing on their skills to others in keeping with the message 
that no one should die through the lack of trained first aiders.

The St John Ambulance Order Service 2019
Article by Alison Cook, Community Fundraising Coordinator (East Region)

Our Derbyshire service was held at Calow when the weather was very wet, but members of St John 
Ambulance units, The Fellowship and the County Priory Group joined the congregation of St Peter’s for 
a service of thanksgiving for the organisation and to see its new Chaplain commissioned.

The Very Revd Nicholas Frayling, Dean of The Priory of England and 
the Islands of the Order of St John, commissioned Fr Kevin Ball as the 
Chaplain to the Order of St John for Derbyshire.

We were fortunate to have Dr Cheryl Berrye (Derbyshire CPG Chair) 
and Mr Drew Lilleker, who brought his 1919 Model T Ford decorated 
with St John logos of the time. •



Kent Fellowship
Article by Keith Horsman

St John’s Sidcup unit open day was attended by the Chancellor Michael Messinger, the Mayor of  
Bexley Cllr Geraldine Lucia-Hennis and her husband Peter. Also in attendance were members from the 
Cray Valley Fellowship. 

Photo No.1 shows Cray Valley Fellowship 
members Barry Lloyd (who is also a serving 
member of the Sidcup unit), Keith Schnaar 
and Margaret Stead who normally help out 
the St John unit on many different occasions, 
it is also where they hold their Fellowship 
meetings. It was also some of the Fellowship 

members back in the day when they were 
serving St John Members who raised the 
money to get the St John unit built. There is 
a video of this when the old hall was pulled 
down and the new St John unit being built. 
A great record of the event worth a viewing. 
Photo No.2 shows volunteer Diarmuid 

OKeeffe showing the Mayor and her husband 
around the unit’s ambulance, they were 
very impressed and glad that the borough 
of Bexley has such cover. Photo No.3 shows 
everyone who attended that day including a 
special visit from Bertie the Badger. •

Cambridgeshire Grand Draw
Article by Ian Groves

St John Ambulance Cambridgeshire recently held 
a Grand Draw to help raise funds for a Mobile First 
Aid Unit.

The Draw took place on 1 March at Huntingdon racecourse and 
raised approximately £2,500. The first prize was an original oil painting 
of Huntingdon Racecourse by Jim Power and was won by Carol Ridge.

To date this project has been supported by Barbara Boddington 
- Area President Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire District Council, 
Huntingdon Town Council and Huntingdon Racecourse, who not only 
allowed the draw to be held during a race day but also donated race 
day tickets as a prize. •

Museum Donation
Thank you to Mr Roy Strasburger OStJ. 
and Mrs Eva Strasburger OStJ., who 
made a generous donation to conserve 
and display the model of the St John of 
Jerusalem Eye Hospital.



Remembering
Ralph Marshall KStJ, Humber CPG Chair

I knew Ralph for over 25 years. His roles within the organisation have been many - some up front in 
leadership - County Commissioner/County Commander, others quietly working away behind the 
scenes such as County Treasurer and Secretary to the St John Council in Humberside.

Irrespective of the role, his passion and dedication never wavered.  He welcomed change and always 
ensured that he kept up to date with every aspect of the organisation.

Ralph’s faith was very important to him and the Mottoes of the Order Pro Fide and Pro Utilitate 
Hominum were always at the forefront of all his activities.

His last role as Chair of the Humber County Priory group was perhaps one he held most dear. It 
embraced all that he valued about St John and the County of Humberside benefited from the time 
and effort he put into the role.

The Awards evenings, rededication services, carol services and Donor Awards that he led on were 
events that were well thought out, well organised and well attended.

His contacts with local dignitaries ensured that there were always a number of them in attendance 
at local events and that the work of our people was recognised and acknowledged.

Every year, during Hull Fair (one of the largest events in Hull) Ralph would take an evening out to 
attend the event and to bring along local dignitaries (such as High Sherriffs, Lord Lieutenants etc…) 
and take them round to meet the volunteers covering the event. He actively encouraged them to 
talk to volunteers of all ages but especially the young people. 

Ralph had been a youth leader himself during his St John service and he was always very keen to 
attend youth events and to encourage young people to attend and participate in Order events. He 
loved to visit camp whenever he could- he was instrumental in starting camping within Humberside 
in the 1960s. He visited and took part in the final parade at several Cadet Leadership courses within 
the District enjoying both the ceremonial and the social side of these events. 

I have had the pleasure and privilege of working alongside Ralph for many years but particularly 
closely over the past six or seven years. His knowledge and support has been very welcome and 
reassuring on many occasions and I always knew that I could rely on him for guidance.

Ralph was highly regarded, well respected and liked by all those who were privileged to know him 
and serve alongside him.  He is greatly missed and will continue to be so for many years to come. 
However, he has left behind a great legacy of service which will continue to be built on in the future.

Daryl Perkins
Interim CPG Chair, Humberside



Remembering
Ralph Marshall KStJ, Humber CPG Chair

As a new Chair, I found Ralph to be a tower 
of strength: quietly supporting every 
Rededication in the North East, usually with 
his wife Bridget. He Chaired the North East 
Regional Chairs Committee with exceptional 
range, lightness of touch, commitment to 
detail, insight and humour. At the time of his 
death he had offered his expertise to Durham 
in working alongside Beamish Open-Air 
Museum (an unfinished project) potentially 
to place heritage artefacts in an installation, 
offering the long unbroken perspective he 
had since he became a Cadet in 1955. Above 
all, his sometimes wry but deep affection 
for all things St John shone through. He 
was a realist about institutional flaws, but 
determined and unstinting nevertheless in his 
efforts to bring through the best outcomes. 
His utter love and devotion to the St John 
people of Humberside shone through. Lord 
Lieutenants beat a path across Lincolnshire to 
attend his funeral: clearly a man of stature in 
their eyes.

Dr Gillian Willmore MStJ
Durham CPG Chair

Ralph was a huge and very effective presence 
in so many aspects of both St John and 
other charitable activities in his beloved 
Humberside. His contribution over a long 
and very distinguished career to the work 
and ongoing success of our charity both 
locally and on a national scale is a lasting 
testament to his dedication, enthusiasm and 
effectiveness. He was an outstanding chair of 
the Humberside County Priory Group and he 
also chaired the regional CPG team with great 
skill and success. He will be greatly missed but 
his very significant legacy will live on. We are 
all better individuals thanks to having known 
and worked with Ralph.
Michael Messinger LVO KStJ QPM DL
Priory Chancellor 

Over the 64 years of service to St John, 
Ralph worked his way up the St John chain 
of command, which culminated in his 
appointment as Commander, Humberside 
St John Ambulance in 2008. But his zeal 
for attracting funds to benefit his county 
stemmed from his appointment as county 
treasurer in 1998, and long it continued with 
major success.

Ralph’s long and distinguished service was 
acknowledged recently by his final promotion 
to a Knight of Grace of the Most Venerable 
Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem.

Ralph was a selfless man who went through 
his life helping others.

He was chivalrous and a true gentleman.
Ian Mackenzie MBE TD KStJ 
Chairman Northumbria CPG

Ralph’s death was a real tragedy for CPGs 
across the Yorkshire area of the North Region. 
Ralph was passionate about St John and 
had spent a lifetime in different leadership 
roles. He was meticulous in his work with the 
Humberside CPG and he brought those skills 
into his work across the Region. His wisdom, 
friendship and presence will be sadly missed. 

Gordon Tollefson
South & West Yorkshire CPG Chair



Annual Presentations – at St Peter and  
St Paul Church Carbrooke, Norfolk
On Sunday 8 December, volunteers from across Norfolk gathered for their annual presentation 
ceremony. These are the awards that were handed out. Congratulations and thanks to all the 
volunteers for their continuing service and dedication.

Name Position Unit/Area/District Award
Michael Mason Volunteer Area 4 7th Bar (47 Years)
Margaret Rose Volunteer Ashill 5th Bar (37 Years)
Wayne Tritton Volunteer Newcastle 4th Bar (32 Years)

Rosemary Millard Volunteer Watton 4th Bar (32 Years)
Simon Ison District Training District 3rd Bar (27 Years)
Neil Hartley Volunteer Thorpe & Hellesdon 2nd Bar (22 years)

Kim Rose District IPC District 2nd Bar (22 Years)
Jamie Cocksedge District Clinical Lead Central District Service Medal (12 Years)
Bathany Howarth Youth Lead Swaffham Service Medal (12 Years)
Martin Honeyball Volunteer Essex Service Medal (12 Years)

Peter Manning District Assurance Essex Service Medal (12 Years)
Cameron Warren District Clinical Lead District Service Medical (12 Years)
Oliver Needham District Events Lead District 9 Year Pin

Alice Stenner District Youth lead District 9 Year Pin
Thomas Watson District Logistics Lead District 9 Year pin

Hazel Farman Volunteer District 6 Year pin
Samuel Elbourne Volunteer Hilgay 3 Year Pin
Jonathan Martin District IT District 3 Year Pin

Amelia Smith Volunteer Fakenham 3 Year Pin
Belinda Buxton Unit Manager Mulbarton 25 Year Cerificate
Lynford Brunt District HR Lead District 1000 Hour Certificate
Alfred Gardner Volunteer Swaffham 1000 Hour Certificate 
Lesley Gardner Volunteer Swaffham 1000 Hour Certificate

Oliver Needham District Events Lead District 1000 Hour Certificate
Jean Rocket Youth Lead Ashill/Dereham 1000 Hour Certicate

Kim Rose District IPC District 1000 Hour Certificate
Robert Rowling Area Manager Area 1 1000 Hour Certificate
Valerie Saunders Training Officer District 1000 Hour Certificate

Alice Stenner District Youth Lead District 1000 Hour Certificate
Benjamin Wise Area Manager Area 5 1000 Hour Certificate
Hazel Farman Volunteer District 500 Hour Certificate
Richard Grout Volunteer Dereham 500 Hour Certificate 
Patricia Grout Unit Manager Ashill 500 Hour Certificate

Barbra-Anne Howard Training Officer District 500 Hour Certificate
Trudie Needham Unit Manager Fakenham 500 Hour Certificate
Mehnaz Sammy Cadet of the Year Stoke Holy Cross Trophy/Certificate



60-Second Interview with 
The Reverend John Davis MBE KStJ 
National Fellowship Chair and County President Staffordshire

Interviewed by Ian Groves

John, you have 
been involved with 
St John for the last 
40 years. What have 
been your highlights 
up to now?

Becoming Chair of 
Staffordshire St John 

Council is certainly one of the highlights of my 
voluntary career in St John. Those who know 
me know I am a very proud Staffordshire man, 
and to head up St John in my beloved county 
was a dream come true. To be involved with 
the Order of St John Organ Donation Award 
from the very start was also a highlight for me, 
and now as National Fellowship Chair another 
highlight. To have the opportunity to work with 
the wonderful volunteers and employees in St 
John is such a privilege.

You became National Fellowship Chair in 
2018. What does that role entail? What does 
your average week involve?

Being National Fellowship Chair involves 
heading up a very diverse group of people who 
have St John at their heart. The vast majority 
have served as active volunteers for many years 
before becoming members of Fellowship. 
We have about 130 Fellowship Branches with 
just over 3000 members spread across the 
Priory, including the Islands, each branch very 
autonomous in what they do, so holding that 
together is a challenge but a very enjoyable 
one. I am fortunate to have an excellent team of 
volunteers who devote so much of their time to 
make sure it all works.

I spend approximately three or four days 
in London each month and visit Fellowship 
Regional and local meetings in different parts of 
the country. It is a real privilege to be involved 
with such an enthusiastic group of volunteers.

How would you describe the role of the 

Fellowship? How do you think the members’ 
skills and experience can best be deployed 
during the current COVID-19 outbreak?

I think there is still a misunderstanding of 
what Fellowship is about.  It was established 
in 1983 to enable those who had served as 
volunteers to continue their involvement with 
St John. Fellowship is not part of the Ambulance 
but part of the Priory, however many of our 
members are still active St John Ambulance 
volunteers, and others support their local  
St John Ambulance unit in a variety of ways. 
So those still active in St John Ambulance 
are getting involved in our response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, while others are supporting 
those older and vulnerable members.

You are also a County President in 
Staffordshire. How does this role link with 
your Fellowship one?

Being a County President ensures that I am 
aware of what the Ambulance are doing, and I 
can feed that into our strategy for Fellowship, so 
we can truly be ‘One St John’.

What do you see the role of the Fellowship 
and the Priory being over the next five 
years?

I really feel that there is a greater part to play 
for both Fellowship and the Priory in shaping 
the future of St John. When we emerge from 
this devastating pandemic, St John will be a 
different charity, and we can all play our part in 
its future.

Do you foresee any obstacles in the future 
for the Fellowship? If so, how do you think 
they can be overcome?

The biggest challenge for Fellowship is 
recruiting new members, especially those 
who are standing down from active St John 
Ambulance work, but we are working hard to 

ensure everyone in the organisation is aware of 
the benefits of Fellowship. We are also creating 
an entirely new Fellowship Branch based at St 
John’s Gate, which will open up Fellowship to 
people from outside.

What is your favourite thing about being 
involved with St John?

Working with so many wonderfully dedicated 
people who give so much to our communities. 
Look at what St John is doing during this 
COVID-19 outbreak – it’s remarkable, and I do 
hope our members get the recognition they 
deserve from the government.

What are your future plans with St John?
Just to play my part in the success of this 

great organisation.

If you could give just one line of advice to 
readers, what would it be?

Cherish our past and build for the future. We 
really are the most unique caring organisation 
with serving the community at its heart. •



Transfer of the Surrey County Colour and 
Awards Ceremony
Article by Graham Rapley, CPG Chair, Surrey

Over 250 people, volunteers, parents, friends and guests attended the ceremony held in St James’s 
church, Weybridge, on 22 October, hosted by the Surrey CPG.

In the presence of Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant 
for Surrey, Michael More-Molyneux, CStJ, the Mayors 
of Elmbridge and Guildford, St John Ambulance 
chief executive Martin Houghton-Brown, acting 
District Manager Alistair Walker and other dignitaries, 
the County Colour, dedicated to fallen members of 
St John in the First and Second World Wars and the 
Boer War, was transferred from the Weybridge unit 
to the Guildford unit, which will be celebrating its 
130th anniversary in 2020.

The service was conducted by the Chaplain 
for the County of Surrey, the Revd Canon Nigel 
Nicholson, OStJ DL, and included several memories 
of valour and dedication shown by members.  A 
moving talk was given by a retired member, Mr Eric 
Strange, aged 94 who took part in the D-Day landings in 1944. 

The awards were introduced by Graham Rapley, OStJ, and were 
presented by the Lord-Lieutenant.

In total, the certificates presented for service given by volunteers 
that attended the ceremony totalled in excess of 26,000 hours, with 
certificates for years of service, totalling 815 years, which included 
one volunteer member receiving a Laurel Leaf for no less than 52 
years of service.

Ten Grand Prior certificates were presented, with one recipient 
travelling down from York University that morning to receive hers.

Four Super Badger Awards were presented.
As well as the Order and District presentations, nine District 

Manager Commendation awards were presented of 
which four were to members who had assisted in 
resuscitation incidents while on duty at Lord’s cricket 
ground, Wimbledon Tennis and Ride Gatwick.

Other awards included the General Toovey Award, 
which is given to the unit that had the highest 
number of Grand Prior Awards in the year, and was 
presented to Weybridge Cadet unit

The Alex Clark Award was presented to Mia 
Catmull, the Cadet who achieved the most duty 
hours in the year. This award was first presented by 
Alex’s parents in 1996 in memory of their son, a  
St John volunteer who sadly died from cancer at the 
age of 21.

This year saw a new award presented -the Stuart 
Latham Bell Award. Stuart Latham OBE, KStJ joined St John in 1958 
and rose to become Chief Staff Officer and NHQ Liaison Officer. After 
retiring, he became President of Caterham unit and National Vice 
President of the Fellowship. Stuart had saved the bell from an old 
ambulance which, after much restoration and mounting, had been 
previously awarded to the top ambulance competition team before 
being retired and returned to the family.  We were very pleased 
that the family decided to re-present the award and the bell is now 
presented to the Cadet unit that achieves the highest number of 
event hours in the year.  The award was presented for the first time to 
the Guildford Cadet unit, members of which are pictured with Stuart’s 
son, Andrew Latham. •



Every year many generous 
supporters leave a legacy to  
St John Ambulance. Gifts in Will 
help us to fund extensive first 
aid in communities across the 
country.

Whether supporters want to know more 
about legacy giving or look deeper into 
the difference gifts make, we will shortly 
be hosting an event at The Museum of the 
Order of St John. Our events dive into the 
challenges our volunteers face working 
alongside the NHS, general discussion on 
legacies and a museum tour, hosted by a 
senior member of staff. 

At the event our supporters get the 
chance to meet volunteers that help to 
keep their communities safe every day. 59% 
of St John cadets have expressed interest 
in going on to a career in healthcare. One 
of our Cadet of the Year volunteers gained 
over 200 hours of volunteering, and can use 
first aid skills regularly, working on events 
such as the London Marathon and Arsenal 
matches. One moment that has been 
particularly memorable for her was, treating 
a heart attack at Arsenal’s stadium. “I was the 
first to approach and diagnose the attack 
and stayed with the patient until he left to 
the Royal Free Hospital. A few months later, 
he came back to the stadium, having made 
a full recovery. Seeing him again will remain 
with me forever, as it was the first time, I 
truly felt I understood the importance of the 
work we do at St John Ambulance”. Gifts in 
Wills are a vital part of the charity in saving 
lives now and long term. Whether the gift is 
large or small, they make a huge difference 
by continuing to save lives and keep our 
communities safe in the future. 

The difference Gifts in Wills contribute 
towards St John Ambulance are significant, 
for more information on legacy giving please 
contact the Legacy team on 020 7324 4159 
or email us at legacy@sja.org.uk •

Events for the 
Future
Article by Khloe Ebanks

Bob Sanderson, District Manager, receiving 3rd Bar to 
Service Medal.

Colin Bradford, Swindon Event Services Unit, receiving 
3-year pin.

Graham Nunn, Swindon Event Services Unit, receiving 
6-year pin.

Jan Baker, Area Manager - Wiltshire, receiving 50-year 
Service Certificate.

Simon Dabbs, Stratton St Margaret Youth Unit, receiving 
3-year pin.

Sue Mulhall, District Clinical Lead - Wiltshire and 
Gloucester, receiving 6th and 7th Bar to Service Medal.

Lee Seager, Swindon Event Service Unit, receiving Service 
Medal.

Shirley Cox, Area Manager - Wiltshire, receiving 1000 
hours Certificate.

Wiltshire Awards 
Ceremony
Article by Tim Purdon

St John Ambulance Wiltshire held their annual County Carol 
Service on Sunday 8 December 2019 at St John’s church 
Devizes. The Lord Lieutenant , Mrs Sarah Rose Troughton, 
kindly presented the Certificates and Service Medals at the 
nearby Devizes Town Hall after the service. •



At the Gate
The Museum of the Order of St John

Interviewed by Ian Groves

For this issue’s At the Gate feature, we talk to Tom Foakes and Abigail Cornick at the start of lockdown 
about the Museum of the Order of St John and its plans during the COVID-19 outbreak.
With the current COVID-19 outbreak affecting the country, the 
Museum has begun to operate virtually. How is this making you 
rethink the presentation of the Museum to the public over the 
next few months?

The Museum has always used its resources to interact with 
people in a range of ways and virtual engagement has become 
an increasingly important part of this engagement, particularly 
when communicating with our international audience. Our public 
programme of site-specific activities at the Museum is a very 
important part of this ongoing dialogue with visitors, but this is not 
the only way of sharing our collections and stories with the public. The 
Museum team has always sought to engage with our audiences in a 
virtual way through the Museum website and through social media, 
and the current situation means that we will be concentrating on this 
part of the Museum offer.

Has any of the team adopted any specific home-working 
practices which they’d like to pass on to readers?

The Museum team likes to talk!  On a usual day our shared office 
makes it very easy to have direct impromptu conversations that 
help in developing ideas in an informal way. With each member 
of the Museum team now working remotely, one of whom is in 

Romania, we have a daily group video conference call to ensure good 
communications, and we have a chat forum set up, to enable more 
informal conversations to continue throughout the day. It is a new 
way of working for us, and so far it seems to be working well.

You had a great programme of activities lined up over the year. 
How are these likely to change and which will still go ahead, 
albeit in a different format?

The flexibility of the Museum’s public programme means that many 
planned activities have been postponed rather than cancelled, so 
while the next few months may be quiet in terms of physical activity, 
in the autumn we expect to be busier than ever. The Museum team 
has been working on a themed “Escape Room”, which we expect to be 
very popular and this will now be launching a few months later.

If people want to visit the Museum ‘virtually’, what resources are 
available?

In the first instance, we would encourage everyone to sign up for 
the Museum’s e-newsletter, which can be done on the homepage 
of the Museum website at www.museumstjohn.org.uk. You will then 
receive our monthly update telling you all about how you may like to 
enjoy the Museum’s offer. Over the next few months, the Museum’s 



social media output will be increasing, offering many different ways that people can 
engage with stories of St John from their own homes. So, in addition to the website, 
please do follow the Museum on social media*. We are developing our plans at 
present, and if you have any ideas about 
what you might like to see, please do contact 
the Museum through Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, or by emailing museum@sja.org.uk 

How did St John cope with similar 
circumstances in the past? Do you have 
any examples in the collection or the 
library?

St John has always been critical in the 
response to national emergencies.  Indeed, 
St John’s very existence is down to its 
founding members identifying the need for  
first aid training and healthcare provision 
for all. The current healthcare emergency is 
unprecedented in modern times. However, 
in looking to the past, St John was pivotal in 
the care and treatment of patients during the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918, and at 
present St John is mobilising to provide vital support to the NHS.

Do you think the current period of social distancing and home-working will 
change the way that you, and other museums, will operate in the future? Do 
you think these fundamental changes to working arrangements will bring new 
opportunities?

These are challenging times and the current situation has forced a new way of 
working for profound reasons of public health. The decision for the Museum to begin 
operating virtually was not taken lightly, the primary purpose being to assist national 
efforts in minimising the impact of the current pandemic. In these early days of virtual 
operation, the Museum team is doing its very best to maintain continuity in the face 
of a changing situation, and I am conscious that we take the time to ensure that the 
Museum’s online output is considered, meaningful, and relevant. The development 
of virtual content can indeed provide opportunities for new ways of engaging with 
our audiences, and once the current crisis has passed we may reflect on current 
interventions, how they may continue to add value to the Museum’s offer in future, 
and we may find that our audiences may be even better served in the range of 
engagement experiences on offer. However, the Museum’s main focus is to offer our 
virtual visitors positive engagement in these unsettled times. •
*The Museum’s social media accounts are as follows:
Twitter: twitter.com/stjohnsgate
Facebook: www.facebook.com/museumoftheorderofstjohn
Instagram: www.instagram.com/museumstjohn

Dr Gillian Willmore MStJ, Chair 
of Durham County Priory 
Group, has been approved by 
both Her Majesty and by His 
Royal Highness The Grand Prior, 
as The Chancellor of The Most 
Venerable Order of St John, 
effective St John’s Day 2020, 
to succeed Mr Patrick Burgess 
OBE GCStJ. It is of particular 
note that Gillian will be the 
first female Great Officer in the 
history of The Most Venerable 
Order of St John.

Gillian is a Visiting Fellow of St John’s 
College, Durham University and an Honorary 
Fellow of St Chad’s College, Durham 
University. Her career in education has been 
varied and interesting, including roles as 
Senior Lecturer, Resident Tutor, Internal and 
External PhD Examiner, and Vice-Principal. 
Until recently, Gillian was an Honorary 
Fellow of the Department of Theology 
and Religion at Durham University, as well 
as a member of the Postgraduate Board 
of Examiners. Further back in her career, 
Gillian was the first accredited Chaplaincy 
lay woman visitor of HM Prison Durham 
High Security Women’s Wing, and prior to 
that she undertook voluntary teaching in 
Changi Women’s Prison as part of Singapore 
Anglican Welfare. 

Gillian was invested into the Order of  
St John on 12 March this year and will take 
up her role as The Chancellor of the Most 
Venerable Order of St John on St John’s Day 
2020.

The Priory team passes on its heartfelt 
congratulations on this great honour and 
wishes you well in your role as Chancellor of 
the Order, Gillian. •

Congratulations 
Gillian!
Article by St John Internal Comms



Surrey ceremony with Mark Master Masons
Article by Graham Rapley, CPG Chair, Surrey

At a ceremony held at the Surrey Headquarters of the Mark Master Masons, members of St John 
Ambulance and the Surrey County Priory Group met with around 100 representatives from the Mark 
Master Masons to dedicate the support vehicle that had been kindly donated. 

All were delighted to see the new vehicle alongside the ambulance 
that had been donated 20 years previously and was still in active 
service.  The vehicle was presented to Graham Rapley, Surrey County 
Priory Group Chair, by R.W. Bro Ian Clark, Provincial Grand Master for 

the Mark Province of Surrey, and was dedicated by Surrey Chaplain, 
Canon Nigel Nicholson.  The new vehicle will be stored at Woking, 
but will be available for use across the county. •

Vehicle handover - Volunteers, Graham Rapley, Surrey County Priory Group Chair by R.W. Bro Ian Clark, 
Provincial Grand Master for the Mark Province of Surrey.

R.W. Bro Ian Clark, Provincial Grand Master for the Mark Province of Surrey, Alistair Walker, District 
Manager, Graham Rapley, Surrey County Priory Group Chair.

West Midlands Annual Awards Ceremony
Article by Keith Hunter, West Midlands Met., CPG Chair

Volunteers, Fellowship members, Cadets, Badgers and their families and friends gathered on 
12 October at the Touchbase Pears Centre in Birmingham for the West Midlands Annual Awards 
Ceremony. Deputy Lieutenant Col Heidi Doughty (representing the Lord Lieutenant) was joined 
by Chief Commissioner Ann Cable, County President Diana Crabtree and CPG Chair Keith Hunter in 
distributing awards which recognised the exceptional services given by the youngest to the oldest 
members of St John. 

Opening the ceremony, Keith Hunter 
spoke of the incredible service given 
by those present, calculating that it 
totalled over 350 years, demonstrating 
the amazing support that St John gave to 
local communities. He was followed by 
District Manager, Chris Houghton, who 
gave an encouraging address highlighting 
achievement throughout the year including 

opening new units, increasing event activity 
and providing a record number of public 
access defibrillators.

Awards were then presented ‘across the 
board’ for achievement by Badgers and 
Cadets who gained Super Badger and 
Grand Prior Awards and for service by adult 
volunteers. Significant amongst the adult 
volunteers receiving awards was Kathleen 

Hill who received her service medal (with 
laurel leaf ) having completed 52 years of 
service.

The afternoon concluded with a 
presentation to Deputy Lieutenant Col. Heidi 
Doughty, recognising and thanking her for 
her service as County President until she 
stood down earlier this year. •

Chief Commissioner Ann Cable addresses the award ceremony thanking all for their 
service.

Ann Cable presents ‘Super Badger’ awards to four very proud 
Badgers who were joined by their leader Lorraine Hadley.

Deputy Lieutenant Heidi Doughty 
presents Mrs. Kathleen Hill with her 
illuminated plaque and service medal 
(with Laurel Leaf).



Fundraising at ASDA Harrogate
Article by Philip Carrington, County President, North Yorks and Teesside

Whilst the County of North Yorkshire and Teesside has existed for many years, the St John Ambulance 
District was only re-formed on 1st January 2020.

The enthusiastic volunteers wished fundraising 
to be part of their rationale, so an initiative was 
created by Rachel Ward, now District Fundraising 
Lead, and Sam Austin, the new District Manager.

They approached a number of supermarkets 
and public venues in the Dales Area of North 
Yorkshire, including Thirsk and Ripon Racecourses, 
and have received positive responses. 
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, most 
of the schedule is now on hold but a fundraising 
collection was successfully held at ASDA Harrogate 
before the country was told to lock down.

The team raised £548.20 on the day. Although 
originally for the purchase of radios for events 

cover, the money is now being used to support  
St John volunteers on COVID-19 duty.

Philip Carrington, County President, said: “I 
would like to thank the volunteers of the Dales 
Area of North Yorkshire and Teesside for their 
initiative in pre-coronavirus fundraising and ASDA 
Harrogate for their support of St John Ambulance. 
The money raised is vital to the ongoing response 
of St John during the COVID-19 crisis. Thank You!” •
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Admissions and promotions
His Royal Highness the Grand Prior, on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen, the Sovereign Head 
of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem, has been graciously 
pleased to sanction the following admissions to, and promotions in, the Order of St John as 
from 20 April 2020, the date of the Royal Sign Manual. 

For appointment to Grade I 
(Bailiff or Dame Grand Cross)
Dr Gillian Elisabeth WILLMORE

For appointment to Grade II 
(Knight or Dame)
The Very Reverend Dr Nicholas Arthur 
FRAYLING
John Percy GILL

For appointment to Grade III 
(Commander)
Edmund John Seward ANDERSON
Barrie George DAVIES MBE
Andrew Jackson COOMBE
Sir Charles James HOARE Bt
Ian Dunlop PHIPPS
Andrew Barry WAPLING
Janet WILSON
Susan Margaret WINFIELD OBE
Fiona WOODROW
Fenella Anne WOOLLAMS

For appointment to Grade IV (Officer)
John CLOUGH
Margaret Ellen COLEMAN
Charles Stuart ELLSON
Mandy Jane HARSLEY
Peter HOULDENSHAW
Bernard INGRAM
Roy Anthony JARRATT

Richard Alan David Cornwall JONES
David John LERUE
Edward LITTLEWOOD
Mohan MANSIGANI
Susan Patricia MCKENZIE
Dr David Alan REEVES
Katy Laura TREMEWAN
Carol Patricia TRIGG JP
Christopher Edward William WHIPPE
Robert Charles Michael WIGLEY

For appointment to Grade V (Member)
June Gloria ALLEN
Gordon John BARTON
Raymond Maxwell BEATTIE
Carl Owen BENNETT
Matthew Kieran BIGGS JP
Wing Commander Alexander Philip 
BLACKLOCK RAF
Paul Stephen BOXALL
Dr Mark Antony CLAYTON
Terri DAVIES
Liam Graham DEVINE
Dawn Louise EVANS
Helen Katherine FOX
James Andrew GOULDING
Susan GREAVES
Dr Adam Michael HUGHES
Graham Charles KINSEY
Rebecca Mary Faith LARCOMBE
Douglas John LAWRENCE

Sarah Elizabeth LEWIS
Sarah Anne Elizabeth LITHGOW
Winston McGregory MARSHALL
Aylene MARTIN
Andrew Thomas MILLER-NEW
Oliver Lee MONTGOMERY
Susie Deidre MORGAN
Jane Dawn NIELD
Patrick William O’GORMAN
Micaëla OWEN
Loxley Leslie PATTERSON
Samuel Joseph ROGERS
Courtney James SAUNDERS
Benjamin Oliver SAVAGE JP
Janis Ina Mary SCOTT
Matthew David STEVENSON-DODD
Selina Maureen TAYLOR
Nigel Francis TIMMS
Adam James VICKERY
Dr David WALKER
David Gordon James WILLIS

Care to contribute to Priory News?
If you have an interesting story to tell or have an article that would be of interest to our readers please complete a Priory News 

Submission Form and email it to Annie Victory at annie.victory@sja.org.uk or contact Annie at CPG National Office on 020 7324 4107. 

Please make sure that you complete all the details required on the form and that photos are of the highest quality available. We are 

always looking for interesting photos with captions that are not time limited for our photo library. If you no longer wish to receive Priory 

News please contact Annie Victory and your details will be removed from our database.


