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Welcome to the Durham St John Priory Group Newsletter. We are looking forward to the Durham Cathedral St John 

Re-Dedication on Sunday 2 June at 1.45pm, followed by refreshments. Please come to the service and see the      

Cathedral display of the very special St John World War One St John North East oak memorial, featured in this 

newsletter. As you will read, we are hoping to trace relatives of the men and women who died in St John uniform 

between 1914 and 1919 so that we can invite them to visit while their names are on show in the cathedral.  
 

The winter has been tough for Consett Unit who are seeking a new place to meet after the 1931 historic St John Hall 

in John St was designated for disposal by the charity. We gave a great deal of thought to an Appeal, and submitted 

that to London duly, but we have had to accept that the appeal was not successful. We all wish the unit well as it  

negotiates a new place to flourish. 
 

Another sadness is that Chaplain Douglas Davies has come to the end of  a long and deeply valued tenure on the 

Durham County Priory Group. He has accepted the title of Honorary Vice-President and we hope he will not         

disappear entirely. The 2nd June Re-dedication is likely to be his last Service with us. 
 

Wishing you all the best and with a final encouragement to come down to London to St John’s Day, 22nd June, at 

and around St Paul’s Cathedral, to which an Open Invitation has been extended, though you need to apply for a 

pass for security reasons. Contact me if this is a difficulty and we can send you the link to the form. 
 

                                                            With warmest good wishes, as ever, Gillian 

The evening of Saturday 30 March saw Durham County Priory Group host an   
evening of fun and fundraising in Durham Town Hall. Fantastic music was       
generously provided free of charge by local band The Klack, our heartfelt thanks 
go to them.  
 
The efforts of many people made 
this event a huge success. We 
were able to meet the aims of  us 
all and in particular Gillian our chair 
to raise over a  £1,000 from ticket 
sales, tombola and donations to 
purchase a training choking vest for 
every unit in County Durham .   
 
The wonderful auction under the 
gavel of Ken Threlfall and further 
donations raised an impressive 
sum of £900  to support the work of 
our hospital in Jerusalem. 
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….The next instalment. 

 

During the eleventh century the Order ran a mobile hospital, staffed by surgeons, which accompanied 

the Christian armies. It also had a burial just outside the city, an infirmary on the pilgrim road through the  

Judean Hills, a primitive ambulance service, a large orphanage to which a school was attached and a   

major almonry, particularly for nursing mothers. Wet nurses were provided for babies who could not be 

fed by their mothers because of poverty or illness. 

 

The infirm had separate beds and cots were provided. Beds had linen sheets, feather mattresses and  

coverlets. A high protein diet was provided.  

 

Five years after the headquarters had moved from Acre to Limassol in 1291 they were building a      

hospital there. On arrival in Rhodes in 1309 they at once established a temporary hospital, replaced with 

a purpose built one within a few years, which in turn gave way to a magnificent new building in 1440. 

 

Ken Threlfall 

Durham County Hospitaller 

A wild and wintery evening in February saw the Durham Fellowship meet for its Annual General Meeting 
in Consett. On what was a difficult night for travel it was wonderful to see a good turnout of members. 
An informative meeting was held and a 2019 committee identified. Lynda Aunger was elected            
Fellowship Chair and I am sure we all wish her well as she takes up the reigns of her new role.  
 
On May 15th at 6 for 6.30pm the Fellowship will be hosting an evening in the St John building in    
Meadowfield, where a Fellowship Memorial Bench will be dedicated by our own Chaplain, Douglas  
Davies. There will also be an unveiling in memory of Jim Nicol and his wife Grace of their framed     
medals. Please feel free to attend, where you can share memories of colleagues and loved ones in a 
relaxed way over a cup of tea.  
 
On a practical note the Fellowship is looking for a secretary, if you or anyone you know would like to  
volunteer to take on this role, please contact Liz Srogi or Lynda Aunger. 

T H E  S T  J O H N  O F  J E R U S A L E M  E Y E  H O S P I TA L   

D U R H A M  F E L L O W S H I P   

North District Service of Rededication and Commemoration 

 

  Durham Cathedral, Palace Green, Durham 

 

Sunday 2nd June at 1.45pm  

 

All are welcome  

 

Please be seated by 1.15pm  

 

Refreshments will be served in the Prior’s Hall after the service. 
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Last summer Ron Bell and other volunteers asked whether this memorial could be put on display ahead 

of the 2018 Remembrance season. Some needed restoration was carried out and it is currently         

displayed in the refreshment room in our Meadowfield building.  

Durham Cathedral has agreed to display the panel for a week either side of the North Region              

Re-Dedication Service on the 2nd June 2019.  

The Oak Memorial lists 238 of those members of St John Ambulance from the North East who gave 

their lives in the First World War, including eight named women. In all, 1077 St John volunteers died in 

that war, a disproportionate number, nearly a quarter, 

were North East casualties. Of those commemorated from 

Whitby to Berwick upon Tweed on this panel, the majority 

were from County Durham; 39 of the 78 units depicted on 

the panel, mainly Colliery Units, are from within the County 

Durham boundaries of that era.        

Durham CPG member and honorary secretary Liz Srogi, 

together with Anne Morley and others are undertaking to 

research names with the hope of finding descendants of 

those on the Memorial.  

Our great wish is to tell them about the Memorial Plaque and to invite them to our Re-Dedication service 

on the 2nd June. If  you have any information about any of the names or would like to help with the task, 

please contact Liz Srogi on 0191 5265239 or email srogi@btinternet.com 

Lauren Wilkinson, a 19year old St John Ambulance Volunteer at   

Burnopfield, was the successful applicant in a joint initiative between the 

Durham County Priory Group and the Provincial Priory of Durham 

Knights Templar to support a young person in visiting the St John Eye 

Hospital in the Holy Land. 

 

To secure this fantastic opportunity Lauren wrote an illuminating essay 

on “Diversity and Equality” and attended a rigorous interview with    

members of the Durham County Priory Group and Durham Knights  

Templar.  

 

The comments of Richard Hamlyn Tucker MBE, Provincial Sub Prior for 

the Durham Knights Templar sum up why Lauren was successful … 

 

“Lauren is a very deserving winner of this placement, demonstrating 

qualities highly valued by our organisations. As well as showing a maturity beyond her years, she is 

compassionate and tenacious — a fine example of a St John Ambulance volunteer”. 

 

Lauren along with her Unit Manager, Sheila Thorpe, will spend 10 days in July experiencing the work of 

the hospital’s units in Jerusalem, The West Bank and Gaza. 

  

We very much hope Lauren and of course Sheila have a wonderful time and look forward to hearing 

from Lauren in our next edition about her experience of the visit.   

ST JOHN AMBULANCE NORTHERN DISTRICT WW1 OAK 

MEMORIAL 

Page 3 

L A U R E N ’S  S U C C E S S   



Important information 
 
We take your privacy very  
seriously and are committed to 
protecting the security of your 
personal information. To read 
more about our privacy policy 
please look on the Priory website 
www.stjohnengland.org.uk 
 
We really hope that you are  
happy to continue to receive  
Durham CPG (County Priory 
Group) News but should you 
want to stop receiving future  
editions, please contact Liz Srogi 
at srogi@btinternet.com or     
telephone 0191 5265239. 

Niamh Mabon of  Spennymoor and a badger member of Durham Unit was 
awarded the Extra Special  Achievement and Recognition Award at            
Spennymoor Youth Awards for assisting her dad when he collapsed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ryan Burns, a Durham City Unit cadet met HRH Princess Anne               
in November 2018 when he attended the Young Achiever’s event     
in the Priory Church, St John’s Gate, London.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presentation of Grand Prior Award to Shaun Williams of Willington 
Unit.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Members of Spennymoor Unit  with the Mayor and Mayoress, 
Clive and Liz Maddison at their Bistro Café evening   

  

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S   
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                        *********    STOP PRESS    *********           
 
Patryk Pawlowski of Durham City unit has been invited to attend 
the 2020 St John International Camp and Competition in South 
Africa. 
 
Further details in our next issue 
 
                                   ********* END ********* 
 


