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West Midlands St John Day Service  
of rededication
The West Midlands Metropolitan County Priory Group (CPG) and St John Ambulance (SJA)  
(Central District) came together with Civic and other dignitaries to host their first ever local  
service of Rededication to mark St Johns Day 2018 at St Pauls Church, Birmingham.

The service, which included an award 
ceremony to recognise the achievements 
of volunteers was attended by Mr Simon 
Topman DL, representing Her Majesty’s Lord-
Lieutenant of the West Midlands, the Right 
Worshipful the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, 
Councillor Yvonne Mosquito, the Mayor & 
Mayoress of Dudley, Councillor Alan Taylor 
& Mrs Winifred Taylor, the Deputy Mayor of 
Sandwell, Councillor Carol Goult, the Chief 
Executive of West Midlands Ambulance 
Service, Dr Anthony Marsh, the Honourable 
Lady Barttelot, Bailiff of Egle and The Chief 
Volunteer of St John Ambulance, Ann Cable 
along with over one hundred volunteers, 
Cadets, Badgers and Fellowship members. 
The uplifting and inspiring service was led 
by the County Chaplain Rev. Canon Dr Mark 
Pryce with participation from members from 
all sections of St John.

A sense of occasion was achieved with 
both a procession and recession into and out 
of the church by the civic party, the Bailiff of 
Egle, the Chief Volunteer and CPG members 
who were robed. Special poignancy was 
given to the service in remembering the 

1,077 SJA members who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice in this the centenary of the ending 
of the Great War with a departure from the 
standard National Anthem to include a verse 
first sung in the presence of His Majesty King 
George V, at the service to give thanks for the 
signing of the Treaty of Peace in 1919.

The award ceremony recognised the 
tremendous contribution played by our 
dedicated volunteers with awards for service 
and volunteering hours. Of particular note 
were awards for 50 years’ service to Colin 

Vawyer, Neville Turley and Alan Wainwright 
from Wolverhampton Area, a 75-year 
certificate for Halesowen Youth Services 
Unit and ‘passing out’ certificates for new 
operational volunteers as they begin their 
service with St. John. After the service 
a presentation was also made by Chief 
Volunteer Ann Cable to Judith Morris to 
recognise her award of the British Empire 
Medal which will formally be presented later 
in the year.

CPG Chair Keith Hunter said “the afternoon 
was a great success bringing together all 
sections of the St. John family for a service 
and presentations which were enjoyed by all. 
It is hoped that now that the event has been 
established it will become an annual event. 
The support received from the Mayoralty and 
visiting dignitaries acknowledged the value 
placed on the work of St John volunteers in 
their local communities”. •

Senior Guests at the West Midlands St John Day Service of Rededication. Anne Cable and Judith Morris.



Local Investiture for 
‘Unsung Hero’
Dennis Hughes, a long serving volunteer is very sadly 
suffering from an aggressive mouth cancer which is being 
controlled with chemotherapy. He often feels weak and very 
tired so a trip to London was not an option when he was 
awarded the honour of membership of the Order. In view of 
this the West Midlands County Priory Group (CPG), Dennis’s 
family and friends made sure that Dennis’s Investiture was 
a very special day for him. Priory Chapter member and CPG 
Chair Keith Hunter performed the Investiture in Birmingham 
on 23rd September watched by an audience of family, 
friends, colleagues and local volunteers all helping to make 
the ceremony a memorable day for Dennis.

Dennis is described by many as 
one of those volunteers who are our 
‘unsung heroes’. Quiet, unassuming but 
the backbone of the charity – totally 
dependable, reliable and willing to do 
what is required. He has been a ‘front line’ 
volunteer for most of the 28 years of his 
St John service and even with his more 
recent health problems has continued to 
serve in valuable support roles. 

Dennis’s work in the Units where he was 
a volunteer has gone above and beyond 
what can be expected of a volunteer. 
From an early stage he became more 
involved in the running of the Units taking 
on the role of ‘duty organiser’. Additionally, 

he became a committed fundraiser raising 
funds for first-aid equipment and to 
support youth activities for cadets from 
disadvantaged families ensuring that all 
were included regardless of circumstance. 
Dennis has also long been involved in the 
organisation and delivery of training for 
his Units and Area as well as going out 
into the community to deliver courses 
to scout/guide groups and others. As 
an approved minibus driver Dennis was 
always willing to make himself available to 
transport members to St. John activities 
which again meant that many volunteers 
were able to partake in activities that they 
would otherwise have been denied. •

Dennis Hughes and Keith Hunter CPG Chair.
Dennis with his wife Sue, his daughter Jenny, his son-in-law Adrian, 
grandson William and his granddaughter Annabel.

Welcome to the new Director 
of Priory & International Affairs
A very warm welcome to Sarah Duthie who 
is the new Director of Priory & International 
Affairs and is responsible for leading the 
work of the Priory and raising its profile both 
internally and externally.

Sarah is a member of the new Executive 
Team and said “I’m passionate about the 
heritage sector. St John has such a long and 
rich history and I feel honoured that I’m part 
of it. I’m looking forward to discovering and 
telling its stories further so that more people 
can share in the incredible work of this 
organisation.”

Welcome to the latest 
edition of Priory News!

Every time that Mike Cunvin and I  prepare for 
the next edition of Priory News, we receive 
so many heart warming and inspiring stories 
from readers about volunteers from all areas 
of St John who go way beyond the call of 
duty. This edition is once again full of amazing 
stories about people volunteering in a whole 
range of roles both in the front line as well 
as in non operational support roles. I hope 
that you enjoy reading about their individual 
stories.

On behalf of all our readers I would like to offer 
a very warm welcome to the newly appointed 
Director of Priory and International Affairs, 
Sarah Duthie. Sarah has already been out and 
about meeting people and we look forward to 
working closely with her during 2019.

A very warm welcome also to the three newly 
appointed CPG Chairs Dan May-Jones in 
Sussex, Maurice Sheen on the Isle of Wight 
and Andy Taylor in Herefordshire.

And finally, congratulations to the Reverend 
John Davis from Staffordshire who has been 
appointed as the new National Fellowship 
Chair.

Thank you to all our contributors, readers, and 
our fantastic Priory News volunteers, Barbara, 
Dorothy and Mike who work so hard behind 
the scenes.

Also a big thank you to our designer/printer 
Steve and his team who provide us with 
invaluable technical support.

A very Happy Christmas and Seasons 
Greetings to all our readers.

Tony Shepherd – Editor 
Head of County Priory Group Affairs



60 second interview with Roger Jacob CStJ MCMI 
Roger, I believe that you have been 
associated with St John for a great 
number of years. Can you tell me 
exactly?

I joined St John in 1957 when my 
father, Bill Jacob SBStJ, was the Adult 
Divisional Supt at Newquay, Cornwall. 
My sister Pauline joined too as a nursing 
cadet. As an ambulance cadet, I was 
part of a successful first aid competition 
team winning at county, regional and 

national level. The division also manned a beach hut each summer 
and provided a full-time ambulance service at night. From age 17, 
I helped crew the ambulance every Tuesday from 7pm-7am. We 
attended road accidents and transported patients to Truro hospital, 
then went to school in the morning! 
How did you get interested in the work of St John?

It was the family connection that got me interested together with 
the fact it was an integral part of life at that time to support the 
community. It was also a good way to learn extra skills, engage in 
teamwork activities and work with people from all walks of life. And 
it was a great way to spend time together as a family. My mother, 
Muriel, although not a member, supported the division at many  
social and fundraising events. This is one of the main strengths of  
St John Ambulance; being a “family” orientated organisation. All that 
beckons for me now is the Fellowship, and that can’t be a bad thing! 
I tried to interest my two sons but failed miserably. The Scouts won, 
although they did learn first aid and have demonstrated a good level 
of expertise and lifesaving skill since. 
Having joined in 1957 what is your current role? 

My current role is that of County President and Chair of the County 
Priory Group (Devon). I am also a member of Chapter and until 
recently was Chair and Secretary of the SW CPG Chairs. I am also a 
member of the Chief President’s “Think Tank” and SW representative 
on the St John Fundraising Patrons Working Group.
What was your proudest moment as a St John Volunteer?

I was the host to HRH Prince Philip who visited Clerkenwell with 
the Queen as part of St John Ambulance’s Nonacentenary (900th) 
anniversary celebrations. This was a great honour and privilege. I’m 
also proud of the number of young people I’ve worked with who 
have since made a significant contribution to society with their career 
choices and lifesaving skills. It’s good to know that all your efforts 
have “made a difference”.  

I was also privileged to attend & represent St John at two 
Buckingham Palace garden parties. The first time, however, I attended 
wearing police uniform; I was a member of Devon St John Council at 
the time representing the Chief Constable, so it seemed appropriate 
and got me into the palace gardens quickly!  

Finally, I was extremely proud to have received my promotion 
within the Order to Commander in 1995 and had the great pleasure 
of having it presented by HM Lord-Lieutenant Lady Mary Holborow a 
former County Commander of Cornwall St John. The ceremony took 
place at St Michael’s Mount, Cornwall on the occasion of the Cornwall 
St John Annual St John Day Service.    
What are some of the most interesting roles you have held?

I joined the Cornwall (later Devon & Cornwall) Constabulary in 1963 
and remained with St John as Area Training Officer. I had a 32-year 
police career and stayed with St John throughout as Area Director, 
Deputy County Director, Area Superintendent, Area Commissioner, 
and Assistant County Commissioner. While a serving police officer, I 
was involved in a national study, “First Aid in the Police Service” and 
competed in and helped organise the national police PIM trophy 
competition. I also judged at the National Grand Prior Competition, 
helped organise and judge the National Fire & Rescue First Aid 
Competition, and competed in the National Casualties Union Buxton 
Trophy as a competitor and trainer of the Devon and Cornwall 
Constabulary first aid teams. I retired from the police in 1995 and 
became County Manager of St John (Devon) for six years. I was also 
a member of Devon St John Council/Finance/Honours & Awards 
Committees.

My most memorable and unusual role was setting up a ‘twinning’ 
arrangement between Devon and Barbados St John in 2007. I have 
visited Barbados three times in all to provide guidance, a surplus 
Devon St John Ambulance and musical instruments for the Youth 
Band. This has been most rewarding – the opportunity to work with 
an overseas association (and in the sunny Caribbean), doesn’t come 
around very often. 
What is the most interesting/exciting event you have attended 
and why?

To be honest I don’t have one as such. This year I celebrate 61 years 
as a member of St John both “man and boy”. St John has been in 
the background for most of my life and this opportunity was given 
to me by my parents, who sadly didn’t live long enough to see how 
it panned out. It’s a great honour to belong to such a historic and 
venerable organisation and although we have recently embarked on 
a major transition, we should never forget the past. Winston Churchill 
once said; “Without a past there is no future”. These are my sentiments 
exactly and I am delighted that my current (and most probably last 
significant) role in St John, has that as one of its prime objectives. 
My doctrine is: ‘be proud of where “we” have come from’ - I most 
certainly am - ‘and never forget’; I certainly won’t.

On behalf of all at Priory News may I thank you for sharing with 
us your 61 years in St John and to offer our congratulations and 
say thank you for allowing this interview and its publication. •

 
Interviewed by Mike Cunvin, Priory News volunteer.

Colonel Andy Taylor OBE DL is the 
new CPG Chair in Herefordshire
Andy was born and brought up in Ledbury and after 
joining the Regular Army he was commissioned from 
The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst into the Royal 
Corps of Transport and spent time in Germany and UK 
specialising in Battlefield Logistics. 

He is associated with many local charitable 

organisations and was made an Officer of The Most 
Honourable Order of The British Empire in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours of 2015. He was appointed a 
Deputy Lieutenant for Herefordshire in 2016.

Andy is the Curator and a trustee of The Herefordshire 
Regimental Museum and in his ‘spare’ time he is a 
member of a local amateur dramatic/musical society, 
PCC Treasurer and enjoys practical woodwork as well 
as spending time in his garden.



Royal visit to Stafford’s new home  
for St John Ambulance

St John Ambulance volunteers from all over 
Staffordshire welcomed HRH The Duke of 
Gloucester, Grand Prior of the Order of St John 
which is the parent charity of St John Ambulance, 
to the official opening of their recently refurbished 
premises, on Wednesday October 3rd.

The building in Stafford’s Lichfield Road was formally named Upton 
House, in memory of Maureen Upton who served the first aid charity 
in many roles for 48 years, until she passed away two years ago. Mrs 
Upton was awarded the MBE in recognition for her services to the 
charity and made a Dame of Grace of the Order of St John.

Her husband John was among dozens of guests celebrating the 
Royal visit and the property’s new role as a volunteering and training 
centre for the county. “Maureen would have been delighted to see 
the building refurbished and back in use,” said John, age 89 years and 
a former St John Ambulance volunteer. “It’s been a wonderful day.”

Welcomed by dignitaries, senior St John personnel and local 
volunteers who formed a guard of honour, the Duke was shown 
a range of the organisation’s vehicles including cycle response 
mountain bikes and a new treatment centre, which was recently 
donated by the Mark Master Masons of Staffordshire and Shropshire.

His Royal Highness then toured the building and enjoyed first 
aid demonstrations from St John Ambulance Badgers and Cadets, 
volunteers aged between seven and 17, before unveiling a plaque to 
mark the occasion.

Staffordshire St John’s County Priory Group (CPG) Chair, George 
Steele said: “We were greatly honoured to have His Royal Highness, 
The Duke of Gloucester officially name Upton House after one of our 
stalwart volunteers, Maureen Upton.

“Colleagues and friends from the CPG, St John Ambulance, and 
St John Fellowship along with everyone directly and indirectly 
associated with St John who attended the event performed brilliantly 
and were a credit to our organisation. I am sure their efforts were 
appreciated and went down very well with HRH The Grand Prior.” •

Greg Mc Keown welcomes HRH The Duke of Gloucester. The Grand Prior Inspecting the Mountain Bikes. The new Mobile Treatment Centre.

John Upton and HRH The Duke of Gloucester. George Steel and HRH The Duke of Gloucester. John Upton with the plaque in Upton House.

The first aid demonstration.



West Midlands Members Invested with  
British Empire Medal Honours
Two West Midlands St John members, Judith Morris and Jennifer Holloway were each Invested 
with their British Empire Medals at a prestigious ceremony in Birmingham by Her Majesty’s  
Lord-Lieutenant of the West Midlands Mr John Crabtree OBE. The ceremony at Birmingham 
Council House saw the honour presented to recipients who were included in the New Years  
and Birthday Honours lists 2018.

Judith Morris who is the Youth Manager 

of the Halesowen cadet Unit received her 

honour in the New Years Honours List for 

her exceptional dedication to the Unit and 

her work in the wider community. Joining in 

1962 she has been Unit Manager since1997 

giving over 55 years of exemplarily service. 

She has trained numerous cohorts of young 

people in first aid and essential life skills and 

her inspirational leadership has seen her 

Unit recruit and retain one of the largest 

memberships in the County. Teams of young 

people in her charge have for over 25 years 

entered national first aid competitions, 

becoming Regional winners and, on several 

occasions, National final winners. Her 

members have also consistently gained 

numerous ‘Grand Prior Awards’. In addition to 

her St John role she supports local schools, 

giving many hundreds of young people 

essential first-aid skills. In particular, she trains 

pupils of one school to enter the National 

Schools First-Aid Competitions which has 

led them to becoming national finalists 

every year for the last 10 years. Judith is also 

an active member of a local church. She 

supports all aspects of their community 

services, running a ‘food bank’, providing hot 

meals for deprived individuals, to support 

for the elderly and housebound. Despite 

approaches to take on more senior St John 

positions she has chosen to dedicate herself 

to continued exceptional charitable service 

to her local community.

Jennifer, who now supports a Badger 

Unit received her honour in the Birthday 

Honours List. She also has given a lifetime 

of exemplary service through both her 

professional calling as a Registered General 

Nurse, Registered Midwife and Registered 

Health Visitor and her varied charitable  

work. With over 44 years of continuous  

St John service she became County Nursing 

officer for the West Midlands. She personally 

trained many volunteers in nursing and care 

skills and enhanced those skills through the 

St. John first-aid and care competitions. She 

was instrumental in the formation of a new 

St John ‘Care in the Community’ Unit which 

at the time was a new and visionary concept 

working with people who were housebound 

and elderly. More recently she took on the 

role of ‘Safeguarding Officer’. The ‘Discovery 

Award’ England, is a national achievement 

award for people over 50 modelled on the 

DofE award. Jenifer completed her award 

(Gold standard) in 2004 and formed a 

‘Discovery Group’ of older SJA members. She 

is now the groups chairperson & mentor. 

Within the Fellowship she continues as a 

branch treasurer. Outside SJA she chairs the 

pastoral care group of her local church where 

she leads a team visiting 3 care homes, 

housebound parishioners and those isolated 

by illness, frailty and age. She helps prepare 

meals for people in a project supporting 

lonely individuals and people in hostels. 

She also provides invaluable support to the 

Macular Society helping those with visual 

impairment and is their support group’s 

secretary and treasurer. She has been a 

leader with Girl Guides for 40 years holding 

significant positions and is ‘Trefoil’ (Guiding 

for adults) Guild Secretary. •

Jennifer Holloway, HM Lord-Lieutenant of the West Midlands John Crabtree OBE and Judith Morris.

Jennifer Holloway receives her BEM from HM Lord-Lieutenant of 
the West Midlands John Crabtree OBE.

Judith Morris receives her BEM from HM Lord-Lieutenant of the 
West Midlands John Crabtree OBE.



Buckinghamshire & Northamptonshire

Bedfordshire

The Order of St John Award for Organ Donation 
was launched in 2013 by HRH The Duke of 
Gloucester and is organised in partnership with 
NHS Blood and Transplant. This award for Organ 
Donation honours the incredible gift donors 
and their families in the UK make by donating 
their organs to save and improve the lives of 
others. It is awarded by invitation to families 
whose loved one donated their organs, and 
posthumously honours the donor.

The family can choose to accept the award on the donor’s behalf - 
either at a regional ceremony, or by post and is open to people of all 
faiths or of no faith across the whole of the UK.

Nationally Last year, 1,574 people donated their organs after they 
died and a further 1,051 people were living donors. As a result of this 
great generosity, 5,090 people benefitted from a transplant: the first 
time ever that more than 5,000 people have received a transplant in 
a single year.

Organ donation so clearly saves lives and it is so vitally important 
to say thank you to the families whose loved ones have donated their 
organs to save others. With some 6000 people nationally waiting on 
the organ donor list for a transplant and 400 dying each year before 
they receive a transplant its vital that we do all we can to support and 
encourage organ donation.

These award ceremonies have been carried out throughout the 
Priory. •

Order of St John and NHS Blood and Transplant 
Organ Donation Awards Ceremonies

Devon & Cornwall

West Midlands



HM Lord-Lieutenant of 
Bedfordshire, Mrs Helen Nellis, 
has appointed Cadet Corporal 
Alissa Morgan from the Bedford 
(John Bunyan) All Services Unit 
to serve as one of HM Lord-
Lieutenant’s Cadets for the 
forthcoming year.

During the commissioning ceremony her 

family, her Unit Manager Elaine Tompkins, Area 

Manager Geoff Willis and CPG Chair/County 

President Anthony Duggan were present.

Following his reading of the citation, 

Anthony Duggan said “ This is a notable 

milestone for St John Ambulance in 

Bedfordshire as Alissa is the first St John  Cadet 

to serve as a Lord-Lieutenant Cadet in the 

county. She is a good role model for St John 

Ambulance and we are all very proud her 

achievement in winning this commission”. •

HM Lord-Lieutenant’s 
Cadet for Bedfordshire

Lincolnshire

London

Durham

Brigadier (Retd) Maurice Sheen CBE QVRM 

TD MA BEd becomes new County Priory 
Group Chair for the Isle of Wight
A very warm welcome to Maurice who was brought up on 
the Isle of Wight and St John was a huge part of his youth. 
He joined at eleven and rose to Divisional Cadet Sergeant. 
Having moved to the mainland for his education, Maurice 
taught for a number of years before embarking on a 39 
year  Army career which took him to Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq, 

Afghanistan, Germany and the UK. Having been trained 
at The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst Maurice worked 
with the Iraqis in re-establishing their military academy 
near Baghdad and with the Afghans in establishing their 
own military academy in Kabul. 

Maurice said that St John has taught him so many things 
that have remained with him all his life, especially the 
value of service to others and he has tried to live up to 
its proud heritage. Maurice also  said that it was a huge 
privilege to be appointed CPG Chair. 



Martin Houghton-Brown with Chris Ransome.

Martin Houghton-Brown with Kerrie Gleave.

Gabrielle Williams with HM Lord-Lieutenant of Cheshire 
David Briggs.

Katie Hallard with HM Lord-Lieutenant of Cheshire 
David Briggs.

Rachel Armor with HM Lord-Lieutenant of Cheshire 
David Briggs.

HM Lord-Lieutenant of Cheshire David Briggs and Martin Houghton-Brown with Warrington Cadets.

Cheshire Awards Presentation
HM Lord-Lieutenant of Cheshire David Briggs and Martin Houghton-
Brown, St John Chief Executive recently attended the Cheshire 
awards ceremony. Martin told the audience that under his leadership, 
volunteers would be at the forefront of St John.  He praised both the 
commercial and volunteer teams and said that by working together 
they would create a stronger charity.

Among the awards presented by Martin were 

Service medals for Chris Ransome of Weaverham 

Unit and Kerrie Gleave of the Regional Youth 

Team.

The Leverhulme Trophy presented annually 

to the “best” adult unit in Cheshire went to 

Weaverham Unit. Warrington Adults were this 

year’s runners up winning the Gretton-Watson 

Trophy. Warrington Cadets won the Cotter 

Shield as the “best” cadet unit. With a group of 

enthusiastic leaders, the cadets go from strength 

to strength and they enjoy the chance of 

attending events as First Aiders. Chester Cadets 

received the Jock Graham trophy as runners up. 

The Kader Cup for giving the greatest number 

of hours to St John Ambulance went to Rachel 

Armor, Manager Chester Unit.

Gabrielle Williams of Crew and Katie Hallard 

from Warrington received their Grand Prior 

badges and certificates from HM Lord-Lieutenant 

of Cheshire David Briggs who congratulated 

them on their achievements not only in First Aid 

but also in the other subjects which help them to 

become good citizens. •

HM Lord-Lieutenant of Cheshire David Briggs and Martin Houghton-Brown with Weaverham Unit Members.



The St John Ambulance 
building in Kidlington has been 
dedicated to Alan Walton OStJ, 
who volunteered with the 
charity for over 55 years, until  
he passed away in January,  
aged 79. 

Alan’s family joined St John Ambulance 
volunteers from across Oxfordshire to see 
Deputy Lieutenant Robert Buckeldee, unveil a 
memorial plaque in the main training room of 
the Alan Walton Training Centre. 

As part of the ceremony, St John 
Ambulance Badgers, Cadets and Adults from 
Kidlington shared memories of their former 
Superintendent, and most recently Vice 
President. In addition, attendees heard how  
St John Ambulance in Kidlington had 
developed since the group formed at the 
beginning of World War II, and the different 
buildings they had occupied until the current 
building on High Street was opened in 2001. 

Steve Surman, Unit Manager, said “Thank 
you to everyone who joined us for the 
dedication of the Alan Walton Training Centre. 
It was a lovely evening, and suited Alan and 
his memory so well. He is greatly missed, but 
renaming the building is a very fitting tribute 
to his positivity and dedication to St John 
Ambulance.” •

Kidlington St John 
Ambulance building 
officially dedicated to 
popular volunteer

Robert Buckeldee unveiling the plaque.

St John Ambulance members and guests at the unveiling.

Northamptonshire Annual 
Service & Awards Ceremony
Northamptonshire County Priory Group(CPG) hosted the 
Annual Order Service at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in Northampton arlier this year.

The service was conducted by 
County Chaplain Reverend Lulu Pelly in 
the presence of Her Majesty’s Lord-
Lieutenant David Laing, the High Sheriff 
James Saunders Watson, the Chancellor 
of the Priory of England & the Islands 
Michael Messinger and a number of 
other local dignitaries.

The Service was supported by the 40 
strong Northampton Male Voice Choir 
and the address was given by Carolyn 
Brawn District Verifier and Reader. The 
collection raised over £300 for the  
St John Eye Hospital Group.

At the conclusion of the service 
Regional Director Jon Knight gave 
a summary of the magnificent 
work carried out by volunteers in 
Northamptonshire during the past year 
including the exceptional results from 
the CPG Fundraising Team who have 
raised £41,000 for school training.

The congregation of 150 volunteers 
and guests then witnessed the Awards 
Presentation introduced by CPG Chair 
Alan Boaden and District Manager Amir 
Mahmood.  3 Badgers received Super 
Badger Award from the High Sheriff, 4 
Cadets received the Grand Prior Award 
from Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant 
and the Chancellor. A number of Hours 
Certificates and service Awards were 
presented with a 6th bar to the service 
medal presented to Bill May from 
Kingsthorpe unit/Whitehills Badgers. •

Alan Boaden, James Saunders-Watson, David Laing,  
Mick Messinger  and Dr Ahmed Mukhtar. James Saunders-Watson and Super Badgers.

David Laing and Bill May.



The Commissioning of Canon Graham Foulis Brown 
as County Chaplain of Berkshire followed by the 
Dedication of Berkshire Mobile Treatment Centre 
Donated by The Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons
Members of the County Priory Group(CPG), St John Ambulance volunteers and guests from the 
Royal County of Berkshire met at St John the Evangelist Church in Woodley, Reading, for a Service 
to Commission the County’s new Chaplain. 

The Service was led by The 
Very Reverend Nicholas Frayling, 
Dean of the Priory of England and 
the Islands. During the service 
the Dean installed The Reverend 
Canon Graham Foulis Brown 
as the new County Chaplain. 
The CPG Chair and Gareth 
Greenwood, District Manager, 
North District, London and South 
Region St John Ambulance both 
gave readings.

Following this moving service, 
the congregation was led by 
The Dean to the Woodley 
SJA Headquarters where Richard Olliver, 
Provincial Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Mark Master Masons of Berkshire 
presented to Hayley French from St John 
Ambulance, the new Mobile Treatment 
Centre. The vehicle was then dedicated by 
the new County Chaplain.

The event was hosted by the Chair of 
Berkshire CPG, Clive Lawson Smith, the 
Secretary to the CPG, Diana Balfour Evans, 
who welcomed their guests including those 
above and, Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
the Royal County of Berkshire James Puxley, 
Councillor John Kaiser Mayor of Wokingham 

Borough, Graham Barker High 
Sheriff of Berkshire, as well as 
members of the CPG, The Mark 
Master Masons and St John 
volunteers.

The CPG Chair then presented 
a Certificate of Thanks, prepared 
at St John’s Gate, to Richard 
Olliver, which will be hung in the 
Mark Master Masons Lodge to 
commemorate their donation and 
the Dedication Service.

Following the Service and the 
Dedication refreshments were 
served in the Woodley premises. •

Mr Graham Barker, High Sheriff; Mr Clive Lawson Smith CPG Chair; Ms Gerry Lejeune, CEO Berkshire 
Community Foundation; Mr James Puxley, HM Lord-Lieutenant and Mr Richard Olliver, Provincial 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons.

A selection of guests including The Dean, The Lord-Lieutenant, the New County Chaplain, members 
of the Mark Master Masons and The Mayor of Wokingham Borough Councillor John Kaiser.

Ms Hayley French and Mr Richard Olliver, Provincial Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Mark 
Master Masons and HM Lord-Lieutenant.

Eve of Peace Service Bury St Edmunds
The ‘Eve of Peace’ Service, commemorating the 

Centenary of the Armistice at the end of the First 

World War, was held in St. Edmundsbury Cathedral. A 

huge congregation filled the Cathedral, with the Her 

Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant and many dignitaries from 

Suffolk in attendance.

The Service included a procession of Colours and 
Standards and flags from the Royal British Legion, 
Regular and Reserve Forces, Cadet, Youth and 
uniformed organisations.  St. John was represented 
by 4 adults and 2 Cadets from Bury St. Edmunds, and 
2 Badgers from Newmarket.  The Cadets and Badgers 
paraded their Flags and were a credit to St. John 
Ambulance.



Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant and The Prior with members and the new mobile treatment centre.

Devon County Priory Group St John Annual Service 
of Commemoration and Re-Dedication 2018
This esteemed annual event 
took place at Buckfast Abbey, 
attended by approximately 
150 St John volunteers (adult 
and youth), their family, friends 
& supporters. The service 
was led by Devon’s County 
Chaplain, the Deputy County 
Chaplain and Prebendaries 
David Gill and Robert Harris 
respectively. St John are 
fortunate that Father Abbot 
and his team at Buckfast are so 
openly supportive to  
St John (Devon).

Also, in attendance were Her Majesty’s 

Lord-Lieutenant, David Fursdon and The Prior, 

Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE DL 

KStJ, together with local dignitaries including 

the President of Red Cross (Devon) Jeremy 

Lee, and Sarah Clothier County President 

(Somerset). 

Many well-deserved awards to both 

adult and youth members were presented 

ranging from Super Badger awards, Youth 

BTEC certificates, Voluntary Hours certificates 

and Bars to Service Medals. Each award was 

presented by Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant 

and the Prior. There was also the presentation 

of several Gideon (Priory) Testaments that 

were blessed by the County Chaplain 

and were handed out to members at the 

conclusion of the service

The 100th anniversary of the end of World 

War 1 was duly remembered in the prayers 

during the service and the lesson was 

eloquently read by Cadet of the Year, Erin 

Kielstra. The smartness and efficiency of the 

standard carriers, adult, cadet and badgers, 

and their escorts was both inspirational and 

exceptional. Youth members Erin Kielstra and 

William Keen acted as Her Majesty’s Lord-

Lieutenant’s escort and the Prior’s standard 

bearer respectively and each performed 

their important roles with distinction.  All the 

volunteers present, youth and adult, were 

a credit to the organisation they so proudly 

represent. 

A collection taken during the service 

for the St John Eye Hospital in Jerusalem 

amounted to £125.00. A similar sum was 

donated to the Abbey Millennium Fund 

supporting the 5 Devon Hospices. 

At the end of the service a brand-new 

Mobile Treatment Centre, generously 

donated from the Mark Benevolent Fund of 

the Mark Master Masons was dedicated. •

The Mobile Treatment centre at Buckfast Abbey.

Dan May-Jones New Priory Group 
Chair for Sussex
A warm welcome to Dan May-Jones who was 
appointed as Chair of the Sussex County Priory Group 
(CPG) on St John’s day 2018. Originally joining as a 
Cadet in Staffordshire, Dan served as a volunteer for 
25 years, in both the Youth and Operational sections 
of St John Ambulance, reaching the rank of County 

Commissioner in Sussex, before taking leave from the 
organisation in 2012 when he became a father. Dan 
was appointed to the Priory Investigations Committee 
in 2017 and re-joined the Sussex CPG earlier this year.

Dan lives in Hove, East Sussex with his partner and 
their two young children. Outside of St John, he is 
the Commercial Director of a successful technology 
business and he chairs the Brighton & Hove 
Community First Responder scheme.



Care to contribute to Priory News?
If you have news which you would like to see included in future issues please remember that a short submission, with a clear photograph 
where appropriate, is most likely to be readily accommodated. Any queries regarding submissions or other editorial matters should, be directed 
to Mike Cunvin at mike.cunvin@sja.org.uk or sent directly to him National CPG Office, St John’s Gate, St John’s Lane, London EC1M 4DA 
marked ‘Priory News’. Any opinions expressed in Priory News are purely those of the editorial team or individual contributors and are not to 
be taken as indicative of those of The Priory, the Order, or Its Officers. Whilst every effort is made to verify details before publication this is not 
always possible and we ask your forbearance.

The Priory of England and the Islands, St John’s Gate, St John’s Lane, London EC1M 4DA. Charity number 1077265.

Restart a Heart day was on 16 October 2018 

and between 9 and 23 October 2018 St John 

Ambulance units across the country opened 

their doors to the public and delivered free 

training in CPR, with the aim of training 

over 200,000 people in these lifesaving skills 

during this fortnight. 

Counsellor Sally Littlejohn, the Mayor of 

Waltham Forest, joined a training session 

on 20 October 2018 at the Leytonstone 

Headquarters receiving training in cardio 

pulmonary resuscitation from Marilyn Janes, 

Area President for Enfield, Haringey and 

Waltham Forest, and Peter McColm, volunteer 

with Leytonstone Event Services Unit. •

Restart a Heart 
Day Training

Suffolk Honours & Awards
Suffolk combined its Honours & Awards celebration with a 
service at St. Mary Le Tower Church in Ipswich.

The celebration was attended by The 
High Sheriff, George Vestey, and the Chief 
Volunteer of St John Ambulance, Mrs Ann 
Cable, the Vicar Canon Charles Jenkin, the 
Mayor of Ipswich along with several other 
Mayors and local Council Chairmen and 
a large number of St John volunteers and 
their families. Canon Charles Jenkin, who is 
also the County Priory group Chaplain of  
St John in Suffolk conducted the Service.

The High Sherriff and the St John 
Ambulance Chief Volunteer presented the 
awards.  Medals, badges and certificates 

were presented to volunteers whose 
length of service ranged from 3 to 42 
years. Special awards were presented to an 
outstanding Badger and an outstanding 
Cadet, and County Priory Group awards 
were given to Andrew Rivett, Tony Gardner 
and Robert Fiddy for exceptional service 
during the year, and also Cadet, Matthew 
Bedford, whose quick response, when a 
school friend collapsed, helped to save the 
boy’s life. •

Recipients of awards with the Chief Volunteer, the High Sheriff of Suffolk, Cadet of the Year (Zoe Wheelwright), County President & CPG 
Chair Laura Wallace, and Tony Curd, District Manager.

Scillybeat was written 
by Roger Jacob, County 
Priory Group Chair 
for Devon and was 
conceived to mark 50 
years since a young police 
officer was posted to an 
island community that 
had been ‘self-policed’ in a 

most unconventional manner prior to 1947 
and where community policing existed in 
its most natural and organic format and 
long before it became a buzzword and 
initiative of choice on the mainland.

It sets out to encapsulate a snapshot of 
policing through the eyes of a fledgling 
young police officer, not long out of his 
probationary period, who was still learning 
his trade, and about himself come to that, 
and in an anecdotal and often humorous 
way describes the manner in which 
policing seamlessly integrated into the 
rhythm of a self-contained community – 
law and order prevailed by true consent 
and with the expressed will and support 
of the people. It must also be said that a 
considerable amount of humour, sarcasm, 
wit, tact and diplomacy came into play 

as a means of retaining the peace and 
maintaining order.

The cost £11.50 in total to cover post 
and packaging. ISBN 978-1-5262-0229-1 

Paperback direct from the publishers 
Roger Jacob, 2 Sticklepath Court, Lake Near 
Tawstock, Barnstaple EX31 3HN  
Tel: 01271 862557 e-mail:  
kernow@rwjacob.free-online.co.uk

£3.33 of the proceeds of each book  
sale sold this way will go to the Eye 
Hospital. •

Scillybeat


