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Service of Remembrance and Dedication
Thursday 31st May 2018 saw a large gathering of St John volunteers, staff and visitors in the 
Priory Church of St John, Clerkenwell for a service of Remembrance and Dedication to mark the 
centenary of the destruction of the St John Ambulance Brigade Hospital, Etaples.

The bombing of the St John Ambulance 
Brigade Hospital on the 31st June 1918 
resulted in 11 killed (one sister, three orderlies 
and seven patients) and 60 of the staff and 
patients being wounded.

The service at the St John Church was held 
in the presence of His Royal Highness The 
Grand Prior, The Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO 
GCStJ, Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
Greater London, Sir Kenneth Olisa, The Prior, 
Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE KStJ 
DL, the Dean of the Priory of England and the 
Islands the Very Reverend Nicolas Frayling 
CStJ and representatives of the French and 
German Embassies and Armed Forces. 

Those arriving for the service entered 
the church through a Guard of Honour 
consisting of cadets and young adult officers 
and members.

The service was conducted by The Priory 
Dean and the sung elements by the Temple 
Singers, led from the organ by Roger Sayer, 
Organist and Director of Music of the Temple 
Church. The cross on the altar for the service 
was the cross which stood on the altar of 
the Hospital’s chapel. This cross is part of 
the museums collection and still bears the 
damage caused by  
the bombing.

During the service Virginia Story, the  
Chief Nursing Officer read extracts from the  
journal of Constance E. Todd, the Matron  
of the St John Ambulance Brigade Hospital 
at Etaples.

His Royal Highness The Grand Prior read 
the Lesson from First Letter of Peter, Chapter 
1, verses 3-9, followed by an address by The 
Priory Dean of England and the Islands.

The act of Remembrance was conducted 
by The Very Reverend Robert Willis KStJ DL, 
Sub Dean and Dean of Canterbury with 
the exhortation being given by The Prior, 
Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis. This 
was followed by The Last Post, two minutes 
silence and the sounding of Reveille sounded 
by a bugler from the band of the Scots 
Guards.

The Prayers of Intercession were then 
delivered by The Reverend Canon Paul 
Williams OStJ, Sub Dean and Vicar of 
Tewkesbury, The Honourable Lady Barttelot 
MBE GCStJ DL, Bailiff of Egle and President 
of the St John Fellowship and Major Richard 
Webber RAMC, Chief Paramedic Officer,  
St John Ambulance.

The service ended with the offering of 
a prayer of dedication given by The Priory 
Dean and a candle was lit by Matthew 
Bousfield, National Cadet of the Year, as a 
reflection on the Act of Dedication. •

HRH The Grand Prior, HM Lord-Lieutenant, The Prior arriving 
for the service. The Sub Dean and The Prior.HRH The Grand Prior with Cadets in the Guard of Honour.

The National Colour of St John Ambulance is lowered in salute 
during the playing of the National Anthem.

Virginia Story, the Chief Nursing Officer.



Fellowship Visit to the Holy Land
Once again, this year’s Fellowship pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
proved to be a test of stamina; however, despite experiencing 
temperatures of 470C and 1170F down at the Dead Sea, none 
of us was defeated. Early morning to late evening sunshine 
enabled the group to make the most of everything in a 
crammed programme, which covered Jesus’s birthplace at 
Bethlehem, His childhood at Nazareth, scenes of the early 
ministry in Galilee and His time in Jerusalem. 

Interposed with this were fascinating 
visits to Roman sites at Caesarea and 
Masada on the Dead Sea, as well as 
locations relating to the early history of the 
Order and the Knights Hospitaller.  We went 
to the mountain-top fortress of Belvoir, the 
largest of the St John castles in the Holy 
Land, as well as the Crusader fortifications at 
Acre with the Great Hall of  
St John with the memorials to the Grand 
Priors.  The magnificent acoustics of the 
church of St Ann built by the Hospitallers 
by the Pools of Bethesda encouraged 
the whole group to sing ‘The Lord is my 
Shepherd’, and none of us will ever forget 
the superb singing of the Benedictine 
monks at vespers in the lovely  
St John Crusader church at Emmaus.  

As always, the highlight of our tour was 
the visit to the Eye Hospital where we were 
most warmly welcomed by Ahmad Ma’ali 
and Peter Khouri, and their wonderful staff.  
After a briefing on the work of the Hospital 
we were conducted around the building to 
see this in action, and this was followed by 
an al fresco lunch in the beautiful Hospital 
gardens.  In the afternoon we were taken to 
see the completed Muristan clinic in the old 

city with the splendid bronze olive tree and 
swifts sculpture -  what an impressive place 
this is.  

On the Sunday everyone went to  
St George’s Cathedral in Jerusalem for the 
Pentecost Service which was held in Arabic 
and English and Brigadier Hemsley was able 
to read a prayer in which he paid tribute to 
the work of the Hospital. 

Finally, the group visited the 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in 
Jerusalem for a brief Act of Remembrance 
and to lay a wreath on behalf of the 
Fellowship. •

Wreath laying at the Commonwealth War Grave, Jerusalem.

Esmée Salkeld and Alan Cooper laying the St John Wreath at 
the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery, Jerusalem.

I hope that you are enjoying this 
glorious weather which really 
does seem to have raised people’s 
spirits. In this summer edition 
of Priory News you will be able 
to read about some of the many 
interesting and exciting activities 
and events that have taken place 
here at St John.

From the very moving Service of 
Remembrance and Dedication that was held 
in the Priory Church to mark the centenary 
of the destruction of the St John Ambulance 
Brigade hospital in Etaples to the two 
60 second interviews with two amazing 
volunteers who between them have given 
an unbelievable 140 years service to St John. 
There are also many interesting stories from all 
parts of the country including one very lucky 
CPG Member who attended the recent Royal 
wedding of TRH The Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex. 

As always a big thank you to our Priory 
News production team, Mike Cunvin who 
collates and reviews all the articles that you 
submit, Steve Bucke our talented designer 
and printer and of course our two despatch 
team volunteers Barbara Beard and Dorothy 
Gwinnell. A big thanks also to all our 
contributors who keep readers up to date with 
local and national news.  

As you may know there have been recent 
changes in law as to how we store your 
information. We take your privacy very 
seriously and are committed to protecting the 
security of your personal information. To read 
more about our new privacy policy please 
look on the Priory website www.stjohengland.
org.uk  We really hope that you are happy to 
continue to receive Priory News but should 
you want to stop receiving future editions, 
please contact Annie Victory at  
annie.victory@sja.org.uk or call Annie  
on 020 7324 4107

I hope that you have a 
lovely summer.

Tony Shepherd
Head of CPG Affairs



A ward destroyed at the SJAB Hospital.

The Army Base and SJAB Hospital at Etaples.

Bombing of the St John  
Ambulance Hospital at Etaples
Étaples is a very old French 
fishing town and port, which 
lies at the mouth of the River 
Canche in the region of the Pas 
de Calais in Picardy. The Étaples 
Army Base Camp, the largest 
of its kind ever established 
overseas by the British, 
was built along the railway 
adjacent to the town. It was a 
staging post for the fields of 
battle in France and a base for 
British, Canadian, Scottish and 
Australian forces.

The camp was a training base, a depot for 

supplies, a detention centre for prisoners, 

and a centre for the treatment of the sick 

and wounded, with almost twenty general 

hospitals. At its peak, the camp housed over 

100,000 people; altogether, its hospitals 

could treat 22,000 patients. 

According to Constance Todd, the 

Matron of the St. John Ambulance Brigade 

Hospital in built in Sept 1915 was composed 

of wooden huts. Each hut contained a 

complete ward of 20 to 38 beds, with 

separate blocks for Theatre, Laboratory, 

Dispensary, Cardiograph Room. At first, they 

had 520 beds with personnel comprised of 

20 Medical Officers, 53 Sisters, 20 VADs and 

124 RAMC., NCOs and Orderlies. Later they 

increased the beds until in 1918 they had 

nearly 800 and an increase in the nursing 

staff, sisters and VADs but some of the 

orderlies were moved away for work up  

the line.

The St John Ambulance Brigade Hospital 

was ‘considered by all who knew it to be the 

best designed and equipped military hospital 

in France’. It was established through an 

arrangement with the War Office on 2 March 

1915 by which the Order of St John was to 

supply, equip and maintain a ‘Base Hutted 

Hospital’ on land which the War Office would 

provide. The War Office was also to provide 

rations, hospital clothing, and clothing on 

discharge if the patient’s original uniform 

was not fit to be used. With 520 beds, it was 

the largest of the voluntary hospitals serving 

with the British Expeditionary Force in France. 

The Commanding Officer was paid by the 

War Office, the remaining staff, recruited by 

the Commanding Officer, were paid by the  

St John Ambulance Brigade. 

Its high degree of efficiency was due to its 

having a permanent staff. On the other hand, 

since it admitted only severely wounded 

cases, the death rate was high. It had its own 

oil-fired electricity generator, and plants 

for making ice and soda water. There were 

two operating theatres and an anaesthetic 

room, an X-ray department where almost 

half the wounded men were X-rayed on 

admission using a technique developed to 

show the position of foreign bodies in three 

dimensions, an electro-cardiograph (the only 

one in France at the time), and a pathological 

laboratory.

The Matron, in her memoirs records 

that during their first years apart from 

one midnight visit from a Zeppelin which 

dropped several bombs, none of which 

exploded, they were free from alarms. On 

Friday night May 31st, 1918, she heard the 

O.C. of the Hospital shouting “the search 

lights are on” and at the same moment 

their guns began to fire. But they felt 

comparatively safe and said, “well they will 

not bomb the hospitals now”. 

They were soon proved wrong. They 

were attacked over the next 3 hours which 

seemed like 3 nights! At the end of that time 

one side of their poor hospital was almost 

demolished. 5 wards were entirely wrecked, 

and others shaken almost to pieces by the 

concussion. Fortunately, there were very 

few patients in the hospital and those in the 

wrecked wards were all medical so were able 

to shelter under their beds. However, if the 

wards had not been so thoroughly protected 

by sand bags and if all the bombs which 

were dropped on the surgical side had not 

been duds, the damage and loss of life could 

have been much greater. It seemed at the 

time as if everyone in the hospital would be 

killed.

In one ward, on which a bomb fell right in 

the centre, one sister, 3 orderlies, 7 patients 

and 60 of the staff and patients were 

wounded. If it had not been for the bravery 

of the fire brigade and orderlies and of the 

patients in rescuing the survivors from the 

wreckage, far more would have died.

The next morning all the remaining 

patients were evacuated to other hospitals. 

All but 10 nursing staff, who remained 

behind to help the Assistant Matron and 

Matron Todd to pack up, were returned 

to England the next day. The hospital left 

Étaples in June and was removed to Trouville 

where they re-opened in October 1918. •



New Mobile treatment Centre in Cheshire
The new Mobile Treatment Centre (MTC) based in Cheshire was taken to Ellesmere Port Civic 
Centre on a very bright but bitterly cold and windy Saturday morning to show the members of the 
Mark Master Masons in Cheshire the fruits of their fundraising efforts. Over two hundred Masons 
attended their Annual General Meeting with many taking the chance to have a look at the vehicle.

The Cheshire Provincial Grand Master, Mr David Sellers, said his 
members were pleased to be able to see the MTC which formed 
part of the over £3 million donation from the Mark Master Masons 
nationally. They were proud to provide the vehicle for the St John 
volunteers who work hard at events throughout the Cheshire 
Province looking after the sick or injured.

Cheshire volunteer Graham Anderton and John Smith, District 
Event Lead, were on hand to demonstrate the full range of 
equipment on the MTC and to explain how it will be used at events 
such as the Cheshire Show and Chester races and other county 
events. The Masons were pleased to see there were a few creature 
comforts for the first aiders on such cold mornings as well as 

provision for a high standard of care for any casualties.
Alan Smith, Grant Administrator, was pleased to meet the National 

Cadet of the Year, Matthew Bousfield and Ben Hopkin, a Chester 
cadet, who told of their St John experiences and how St John 
provided life skills for the cadets as well as giving them first aid 
training to provide care in the MTC. Alan commented “it was good to 
see the enthusiasm of the future members of St John Ambulance”

David Sellers told how the Mark Masons in Cheshire were already 
preparing for “The Mark Benevolent Fund Cheshire Festival” in 2024. 
The Mark Masons have an annual big national project such as the 
current donation to St John Ambulance but also provide funding 
locally. •

Graham Anderton, Cheshire Volunteer, Barrie Davies Chair Cheshire County Priory Group, Andrew Bamford, Mason, Glyn Hewitt, Mason, David Sellers, Provincial Grand Master, Ben Hopkin, Chester Cadet and 
John Smith, Event Lead Cheshire West and Merseyside.

Two Defibrillators 
for Regional Cycle 
Response Unit
On Wednesday 27th June the East Region 
Cycle Response Unit took delivery of 
two new defibrillators thanks to a very 
generous donation from Champneys 
Health Spa.  The presentation took place 
at St John Ambulance, The White House, 
Stevenage, Herts and was made to Tom 
Daly, Regional Operational Cycling Lead by 
Bev Strong from Champneys. Bev Strong and Tom Daly.



The Priory News:  
60 second interview with 
Mrs Margaret Skinner

Margaret, I have heard that your 
membership with St John has gone 
on for a number of years. Can you 
tell me how many?

I joined as a Cadet in August 1948 at 
the age of 15. Therefore, I have been 
a member in a variety of roles for 70 
years.
That’s a very long time. What 
interested you in joining?

I had spoken to some friends who 
were already members and from what 
they told me it sounded interesting, an 
excellent way to learn first aid and to be 
able to help other people. I have never 
looked back since.
Having joined in 1948, what is your 
current role?

I am currently the President of 
Hailsham Adult Unit, which is near 
Eastbourne in East Sussex. I have 
recently taken up this role following the 
closure of the Cadet Unit, of which I was 
also the President for several Years.
Having been a member for 70 years, 
you must have held several roles. 
What would you consider to be the 
most interesting that you have held?

The most interesting and rewarding 
role I have held was as the Divisional 
Superintendent of the Hailsham Cadet 
Division.  I held this role for 39 years and 

was very proud to see 87 of my Cadets 
receive their Grand Prior awards. I have 
supported several members and have 
been pleased to see them go on to 
hold roles in the organisation and in 
their professional lives.
Over the time you have been with  
St John what would you count as 
your proudest moments?

Without doubt it was being 
presented my MBE at Buckingham 
Palace by HRH The Prince of Wales in 
honour of my work for the organisation. 
I am also very proud at having been 
admitted to the Order of St John as a 
Serving Sister and then my promotion 
to Officer Sister.
There must have been a few 
interesting events you have 
attended on duty for St John. Can 
you tell us about them?

In the time I have been a member 
with St John, I have attended many 
duties which have all been interesting 
and enjoyable in their own way. 
However, the events that stand out 
for me are the speedway (motorbikes) 
and the Stock Car racing at Arlington 
Stadium (just outside Hailsham). I 
organised the first aid cover for these 
duties and attended these meetings 
twice a week for 30 years. I enjoyed 
working with a good team and we 
worked together to treat many and 
varied injuries over the years.

On behalf of all at Priory News may 
I thank you for sharing with us your 
70 years in St John Ambulance, and 
to offer our congratulations and say 
thank you for allowing this interview 
and its publication. •

Kensington Palace announced 
recently that 1,200 members of 
the public will be invited  into 
the grounds of Windsor Castle 
to share the wedding day of  
TRH The Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex.

Nakitta Charag, 19, a member of the 
Northumbria County Priory Group and a 
volunteer first aider with St John Ambulance in 
Newcastle.

Nakkita said: ‘I was really surprised at first, as 
I’d been following the story in the news, but 
never expected to be invited. Like millions 
of others, I thought I’d be watching it on the 
television. However, I’m thrilled and very 
excited to be taking part in such a special 
occasion.

‘I’m taking my sister, Radya, with me and 
she’s a volunteer first aider too so there will be 
two representatives from Newcastle St John 
Ambulance.’

Since joining the charity as a Cadet just five 
years ago, Nakkita has provided first aid at 
community events and just recently was a first 
aider at the world’s most famous steeplechase, 
the Grand National. Also, a passionate first aid 
advocate, Nakkita has represented St John 
Ambulance at Westminster at an All Party 
Parliamentary Group, serves on the County 
Priory Group for the charity and has attended a 
number of ceremonial events.

Nakkita will be among those lucky enough 
to be invited to watch the arrival of the bride 
and groom and their guests at St George’s 
Chapel on 19 May, and to see TRH The Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex start their carriage 
procession through Windsor.

The Duke and Duchess asked that 1,200 
people, from all corners of the UK be selected 
by Lord Lieutenants, include young people 
who have shown strong leadership and those 
who have served their communities. •

CPG Member 
invited to the  
Royal Wedding

Nakkita Charag (right) with her sister Radya at Windsor Castle.

County Priory Group Chairs
We sadly say goodbye to Quenelda Avery - Sussex, Anthony Roberts - Isle of 
Wight and James Macnamara - Oxfordshire who have all recently stepped down 
as CPG Chair. We thank them for all their hard work and wish them every success 
for the future.

We also say a very warm welcome to three new CPG Chairs. Innes Mason - 
Oxfordshire, Maurice Sheen - Isle of Wight and Dan May Jones - Sussex.



St John’s Day 2018
This year we celebrated St John’s Day on Saturday 23 June which was a beautiful sunny day.  
A new look Prior’s reception was held on Friday evening for the first time in the Priory Church 
which enabled a larger number of guests to be invited. Because of the good weather guests were 
also able to enjoy the beautiful memorial garden next to the church which is a quiet oasis in busy 
Clerkenwell.  It was a really enjoyable evening that gave guests the opportunity to make new 
acquaintances as well as catch up with old friends. 

On Saturday morning over 350 people 
attended the 19th General Assembly 
which was held in The Mansion House and 
attended by The Lord Mayor of London and 
other Civic dignitaries.  

The meeting was organised slightly 
differently than on previous occasions and 
the Prior announced that in future he was 
planning for there to be more opportunity 
for questions from the floor. 

In addition to The Lord Mayor’s Address 
and The Prior’s Address there were 
presentations from the Chief Executive, Lead 
Trustee for finance and the Chief Volunteer.

Copies of the Annual Report and Accounts 
were circulated along with the 
• Priory Hospitaller’s Report
• St John Fellowship Report
• The Order of St John Care Trust Report

On Saturday afternoon 1,500 guests 
attended a Service of Remembrance and 
Re-Dedication at St Paul’s Cathedral in the 
presence of His Royal Highness The Grand 
Prior. 

This year the service included a very 
moving centenary Act of Remembrance for 
all those who gave their lives in the service 
of the Nation in the First World War and in 
particular the 1,077 St John volunteers who 
had died on active service. 

The sermon was given by The Reverend Dr 
David Coulter who is Chaplain-General to HM 
Land Forces and County St John Chaplain for 
Wiltshire. 

The fanfares played by the Band of the 
Royal Yeomanry (Inns of Court & City) 

trumpeters helped to make this a very special 
day once again.

The second verse of the National Anthem 
was changed to one that was sung at a 
service in St Paul’s Cathedral attended by 
King George V on Sunday 6 July 1919 being 
the day appointed for Thanksgiving on the 
occasion of the signing of the Treaty of 
Peace. 

Outside the Cathedral a whole range of 
St John activities and displays were being 
showcased after the service including music 
from the Isle of Sheppey and Wilncote 
Staffordshire St John Ambulance Bands.

It was a very memorable day thanks to 
the many volunteers and staff who worked 
behind the scenes or took part in the 
ceremony. •





Service of Commemoration and 
Rededication in Newcastle
On Sunday 3rd June a Service of Commemoration and Rededication was held at the Cathedral 
Church of St Nicholas in Newcastle.  The Service was attended by St John Ambulance volunteers 
and staff. Ian Mackenzie Northumbria County Priory Group Chair was delighted to welcome HM 
Lord-Lieutenant of Tyne and Wear, the Lord Mayor of Newcastle Upon Tyne, local dignitaries and 
visitors from National Headquarters and the Priory.

The Chancellor of the Priory, Michael 

Messinger, Chief Volunteer Ann Cable, 

Martin Houghton-Brown, the CEO of  St John 

Ambulance and Tony Shepherd, Head of 

County Priory Group Affairs, travelled up from 

London.  The Band of the Royal Regiment of 

Fusiliers provided a beautiful programme of 

music before and during the service.

A large part of the service was devoted 

to the remembrance, 100 years on, of those 

members of St John Ambulance who gave 

so much, often paying the ultimate sacrifice, 

during the First World War.

Following a moving procession during 

which the County Colour and Youth Flags 

were received at the Altar, the congregation 

learned of the involvement of many 

thousands of volunteers during the war.  

One such volunteer was Veronica Nisbet 

who joined St John Ambulance Brigade 

in November 1915 when she was 28 years 

old.  The youngest daughter of a large 

family which lived in the Westgate part of 

Newcastle Upon Tyne, Veronica served in the 

largest hospital in France during her years of 

service during that terrible conflict.  

Soon after the declaration of war in 1914, 

the joint War Committee of the British 

Red Cross and the Order of St John was 

formed.  Throughout the conflict the two 

organisations worked as one, their staff and 

volunteers offering vital medical support 

both at home and overseas from hospital 

orderlies to stretcher bearers, St John 

volunteers fulfilled a variety of roles, staffing 

a network of hospitals and convalescent 

homes throughout Britain and closer to the 

conflict in France and Belgium.

In the opening months of the war, 

thousands of St John trained men joined 

military units, volunteering for the front line.  

By the time that compulsory conscription 

was introduced in 1916, over 25,000 

people had been mobilised under St John 

Ambulance Brigade systems, while a further 

20,000 had joined their county or specialist 

units.  In addition, trained St John nurses 

staffed entire hospitals, serving in all the 

theatres of war and in Britain, at the many 

convalescent homes established to care for 

the sick and the wounded.

A vital addition to the provision of medical 

care throughout the conflict were Voluntary 

Aid Detachments, or VADs.  By the end of the 

war, there were 308 St John VAD units with 

a total strength of over 9,000 members, the 

majority of whom were women.  Providing 

much needed support to professionally 

trained nurses and doctors, VADs fulfilled a 

range of functions from ambulance driving 

to first aid support and cookery.

By the signing of the Armistice in 1918, 

1,077 St John volunteers had died while on 

active service and the last did not return 

home until early 1920.  A Roll of Honour was 

dedicated to those who had lost their lives 

and it was presented to the Order of St John 

on 25th June 1928.  As Grand Prior, HRH 

Duke of Connaught instructed that the book 

should be kept in the Chapter Hall of  

St John’s Gate, the headquarters of the Order, 

where the book remains on public display 

today. •

The County Colour and Youth Flags with their escorts. Jane Thistleton, Harry Thistleton and Paul Dore.

Paul Heard and Abby Camsell.



Fellowship  
Flag Party at  
St John Day
Cray Valley Branch of the St John 
Fellowship, which is celebrating 
its 21st birthday, had the honour 
to represent and carry the St John 
Fellowship National Standard at 
this year’s St John’s Day at St Paul’s 
Cathedral.Maureen Howlett, Sid Howlett and Sylvia Levy.

Anne Cable, Chief Volunteer, Mrs Helen Nellis, HM Lord-Lieutenant with Volunteers at the presentation.

Bedfordshire St John Ambulance Awards Ceremony
Bedfordshire County Priory Group (CPG) held its annual awards ceremony on Wednesday 13th 
June 2018 at Dunstable Community Fire Station.  The ceremony was presided over by Anthony 
Duggan, CPG Chair with the awards being presented to the volunteers by Mrs Helen Nellis, HM 
Lord-Lieutenant of Bedfordshire.

The awards included, Grand Prior Awards to four cadets, a Chief Volunteer Award, two Regional 
Director commendation awards together with the ‘Hours’ awards which this year amounted to 
15,525 hours.

The ceremony was also attended by Mrs Ann Cable, Chief Volunteer, Steve Hampson who 
represented the Regional Director, the District Manager, the Area Managers, CPG Members and 
the Volunteers and their families. •

Fellowship
After six very successful years we said goodbye to the Fellowship National Chair Jill Scott on St John’s Day. We thank Jill for her hard work 
andedication over the past six years and wish her every success for the future.   

The Fellowship’s Deputy National Secretary Barry Theobold Hicks also stepped down on St John’s Day after 47 years as a St John volunteer. We also 
send Barry our very good wishes for the future. 

Reverend John Davis has been appointed as the new Fellowship National Chair and took up his new role on St John’s Day. John brings a wealth 
of experience and expertise to the role at a time when the Fellowship is preparing to move into its next stage of development. We send John our 
congratulations on his exciting new appointment



St John Ambulance Volunteers thank Masons 
for new treatment centre
Volunteers with St John Ambulance took time out recently to say thank you to the Mark Master 
Masons for the donation of a new Mobile Treatment Centre which will be based at the charity’s 
Thirsk headquarters. The Thirsk vehicle will be used at events in the county as volunteers deliver 
lifesaving first aid to members of the public. 

Gordon Cameron, Chair of the North Yorkshire & Teesside County Priory Group, said: ‘The donation of this vehicle is wonderful news for the 
county and will significantly help enhance patient care and contribute to more lives saved locally. We’re immensely grateful to the Mark Master 
Masons in the North and East Yorkshire Province and to the Mark Benevolent Fund for their generosity and we look forward to seeing the 
positive use made by local St John Ambulance volunteers of the vehicle in the future as they continue the charity’s lifesaving mission.’ •

York – Mark Master Mason’s Provincial Grand Master Bob Clancey handing keys to County Priory Group Chair Gordon Cameron.

Representatives from the Mark Master Masons and St John Ambulance with the new Mobile Treatment Centre.



The Priory News: 60 second interview with  
Mr John Wright
John, I have heard that a surprise event 
was held to celebrate your service with 
St John. On Sunday 29th April when 
attending your local church, St Mary’s, 
Yapton, you found that instead of the 
usual small congregation there were 
over 100 people in attendance. These 
included the parishioners, your family, 
Patrick Burgess (Chancellor of the Order) 
and Lady Barttelot (Bailiff of Egle). Also, 
members of the Bognor Badgers, Cadets, 
leaders and some former Cadets (not 
so young now). Following the service, 
a celebratory lunch and a fabulously 
decorated cake was enjoyed by all. I know 
this lunch was to celebrate a special event 
so how long have you been a St John 
Volunteer?

I joined St John Ambulance in 1948 so that 
makes it 70 years this year.
That’s a long time. What interested you to 
join?

I was always fascinated by first aid as a 
boy and was interested in the black and 
white uniform that St John Members wore. 
I thought of them as real first aiders and 
wanted to become one. There were no Cadet 

divisions in my area at that time so I had to 
wait until I was 18 to join.
Having joined as an adult member in 
1948, what is your current role?

I have been the Area President since 2008 
and help in the running of the Bognor Regis 
Cadet Unit as there is no Bognor Adult Unit.
Having now been a member for 70 
years, you must have held a number of 
roles. What do you consider the most 
interesting you have held?

I think becoming a Leader in a Cadet Unit 
in 1954 and gaining my camping warrant 
enabling me to run camps for over 50 
Cadets. I have been with the Cadets ever 
since working my way through the ranks to 
eventually becoming an Area Staff Officer in 
London. I transferred to Sussex in 1987 and 
have continued helping with Cadets ever 
since.
Over the time you have been with St John 
what would you count as your proudest 
moments?

Becoming a Serving Brother and then 
being promoted to Officer Brother and then 
Commander. I was also very proud to be 
invited to a Garden Party by the Queen.

There must also have been a few 
interesting events you have attended on 
duty for St John?

I think the most interesting duties that I 
attended were the Queen’s coronation, the 
royal weddings of Princess Margaret, Prince 
Charles and Prince Andrew. I also attended 
the funerals of Winston Churchill and Lord 
Mountbatten. The atmosphere on all these 
occasions was intense with the attendance 
of huge numbers of the public. Many had 
been present through the night before the 
event and there was a large call on our first 
aid skills. Even though we were kept busy we 
still managed to see much of the event and 
felt involved in these historic moments.

You have since attended the 
Buckingham Palace Garden Party with 
your daughter, Mrs. Christine McIntyre 
(who runs Bognor Regis Cadets and 
Badgers) and met with the Lord Prior, 
Lieutenant Colonel Sir Malcolm Ross. It 
has been great to find out about your 
70 years in St John and many thanks 
for allowing this interview and its 
publication. •

John Wright and the Bognor Cadets.
The Lord Prior Sir Malcolm Ross, John Wright and his daughter, Christine McIntyre at a recent Garden 
Party at Buckingham Place

Chaplain for the County of 
Hertfordshire
On Sunday 29th April, The Very Reverend Nicholas 
Frayling CStJ, Priory Dean admitted Father Grant Holmes 
as the new Chaplain for the County of Hertfordshire.  The 
ceremony took place at St Mary’s Church, Marshalswick, 
St Albans during the Family Mass in front of Fr Grant’s 
congregation which also included Members of County 
Priory Group and St John Ambulance. Members.  Father Grant Holmes and the Very Reverend Nicholas Frayling
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marked ‘Priory News’. Any opinions expressed in Priory News are purely those of the editorial team or individual contributors and are not to 
be taken as indicative of those of The Priory, the Order, or Its Officers. Whilst every effort is made to verify details before publication this is not 
always possible and we ask your forbearance.

Two of our Volunteers from the 
Oxford City St. John Ambulance 
Unit received Certificates of 
Honour from the Mayor of 
Oxford, Cllr. Jean Fooks and 
the HM Lord-Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire, Tim Stevenson OBE 
CStJ. 

The awards are made annually, and 
nominees, although do not have to live in 
Oxford,  must have provided service and 
support within the City for a considerable 
period of time, and Alice Street-Soden, Unit 
Leader of Oxford City Unit and Raymond 
Lee (longstanding Volunteer and Fellowship 
member) were nominated for awards this year.

The Ceremony took place at Oxford Town 
Hall on Tuesday 8th May and Alice and Ray 
received their Certificates along with eight 
other recipients. •

Volunteers Receive 
Certificates of 
Honour

Alice Street-Soden; Unit Leader – Oxford City Unit and Raymond 
Lee, Fellowship Member after the ceremony.

St John Members  
Visit Ypres Salient
In June a group of St John Ambulance members, family 
and friends went on the annual visit to the Ypres Salient. 
They visited cemeteries and memorials in the area where 
St John members are either buried or remembered. 
Members also participated in the Last Post ceremony 
at the Menin Gate, Ypres where 17 St John Ambulance 
Members are remembered.   

Cadet Georgina Heron-Edmends, Kay Heron-Edmends (Area Manager, West 
Anglia District) and Gerard King (Regional Driving Standards and Verification Officer 
– North Region) laid a wreath on behalf of St John Ambulance with Brian Wingate 
(County Vice President, Hertfordshire) laying a wreath on behalf of the Order of  
St John. This is an annual visit, anybody interested in joining the group in June next 
year should email Brian Wingate -  Brian.Wingate@sja.org.uk for details. •

Group of St John Members at the Menin Gate.

Wreaths laid at the Menin Gate.


