
After a long and cold winter, welcome to an encouraging CPG Spring and Summer with a number of  
interesting happenings, principally the St John Ambulance Rededication Service for North District,  
taking place at 1.45pm on Sunday 3 June in St Nicholas Cathedral, Newcastle. See you there! 
 
I hope that everyone who is intending to go down to St Paul’s Cathedral for the National St John’s Day 
event on Saturday 23 June will let me know. Last year we managed a Durham SJA communal lunch 
and it would be lovely to do the same (or a tea, depending on Members’ wishes) in 2018. 
 
My final plea is that in view of this year’s centenary since the end of WW1, we will maximize the public 
witness of St John Ambulance to its unique work then and now by attending or marching in the Festival 
of Remembrance Concert in Durham Cathedral (likely to be Saturday 10 November at 7.00p.m.) or 
processing in Remembrance Day Events. 
 

With all good wishes, Gillian  (CPG Chair) 

Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons Project St John Ambulance    
 
A pledge of more than three million pounds to The Priory of England from 
The Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, through the Mark Benevolent 
Fund, will help local communities around the country to continue to benefit 
from the life saving work of St John Ambulance.  
 
In 2000, the fund provided a significant contribution to help replace our fleet 
of ambulances and now seventeen years later their latest donation  of 
£3,023,700 will see up to 52 replacement ambulances and support vehicles 
in our local communities over a two year period.  
 
The 21 January 2018 
saw in our area the 
handing over to St 
John  
Ambulance of a small 
mobile treatment 
centre from the Mark 
Master Masons.  A 
truly exciting and 
memorable occasion 
which was enjoyed 
by all who attended.  
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St John Ambulance Brigade Hospital, Etaples, was 

the most northerly of the medical units, situated to the 

east of the road from Etaples to Boulogne.  It was 

within a mile of the sea, on the estuary of the River 

Canche.   
 

Regarded by the Army authorities as a Base Clearing Hospital it was the largest of the voluntary hospitals serving with 

the British Expeditionary Force consisting of 16 wards of 30 beds and two wards of 20 beds, one of which was an  

officers’ ward.  Eleven wards were for surgical cases and the remaining six for medical.  
 

Deputy Commissioner C. B. Palmer was requested to take the hospital out and to see it established.  The hospital  

orderlies, numbering 100, were drawn from the counties of Northumberland and Durham, and consisted largely of 

miners.  NCOs and Men, almost entirely from the Brigade, were enlisted into the RAMC, formed a Provisional  

Company and wore RAMC uniform.  
 

Money for the purchase and building of the Hospital came from a variety of sources, No. 6 District raised £10,000, (2018 

equivalent: £ 1,097,695) sponsored four wards (Northumberland, County Durham, North and East Yorkshire and  

Newcastle-on-Tyne) and also paid for a further 90 separate beds as well as sending 38 men to the Hospital staff.   
 
 At the end of 1916, a special Supply Depot was established for the supply of the enormous quantity of dressings and 

bandages required, formally opened by His Royal Highness the Grand Prior on January 24th 1917.     
 

The Army provided the rations for staff and patients, hospital clothing, field service clothing, soaps and other cleaning 

materials and by Monday 6 September the hospital was ready.  At 11.30 pm on Tuesday 7 September 1915 the first  

convoy of patients arrived and by 1.30 am on 8 September they had all been settled in, washed and fed. 
 

Admissions had to meet certain Army requirements but the organisation was left to each hospital.  A high proportion of 

the patients sent were stretcher cases in a serious condition: numbers admitted varied according to the battle situation.  

During its life the Brigade Hospital admitted 36,100 men, admissions being high when major battles took place. 
 

Units in the hospital were, Surgical, Pathology, Cardiograph, X Ray, and Dental, supported by a well organised and well 

stocked dispensary. 
 

There were almost 20,500 surgical cases, 550 amputations, 814 cases of removing bullets or shrapnel and 155 gas 

injuries.  The average number of wounded for the two full years was 6,000 and the average number of sick for the same 

period was 1,400. 
 

With a heavy workload of seriously ill and wounded, plus the unique cardiograph specialisation, this was clearly a busy 

and successful hospital and the work for all ranks was arduous and stressful. Some of the staff found the work very  

distressing and the strain took its toll.  One of the nurses became so upset that she had to leave the hospital without  

completing her six-month contract and some others decided not to renew their contracts.   
 

The need for relaxation and recreation was met by visiting entertainment parties.  However the Hospital’s own staff  

organised concert parties under the title “PUO” and also provided successful Gilbert and Sullivan Operas, which they 

performed not only for themselves but for the staff and patients of other hospitals.  Members of the nursing staff formed 

a troupe of “Pierettes”. 
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.From mid 1915 the Hospital continued its work but in May 1918 it suffered two devastating blows at the hands of  

enemy aircraft. 

 during the night of 19/20 May German aircraft bombed the base area and the Hospital was hit.  Considerable 

damage was done and 4 members of staff died and are buried in the Etaples military cemetery: - 

  Pte R.C. Bell, age 23 of Bristol 

  Pte H. Clark, age 23 of Scunthorpe 

  L/Cpl McConway, age 25 of Jarrow, Dental 

 Cpl/Acting Sergeant Pickett attached from the Northumberland Fusiliers 
 

Early in the morning of 31 May a convoy of wounded arrived; 103 stretcher cases and 10 walking wounded.  That 

night and into the early morning of 1 June the Germans bombed the base area again and the Hospital  

suffered such extensive damage that it could not continue, eleven patients and three staff were killed. An unknown 

number of patients together with 6 other orderlies were wounded.   

Those who died are buried in the Etaples Military cemetery; 

 Sister A.W. Bain, her stone shows Order of St John 

 Sgt Charles Young, age 33 from Rowlands Gill 

 Pte John Scott, age 37 from Littletown, Co Durham 

 Pte I. Roberts, age 38 of Mountain Ash, Glamorgan 
 

With the Hospital destroyed the patients had to be relocated. There was no need to expose the nursing staff to 

further danger; most of them returned to the UK.  The Commanding Officer was prepared to carry on, but the Army 

made the decision to move the hospital to Trouville, at public cost.  Only then could Royal Engineers dismantle the 

buildings. On 23 October 1918, the hospital received its first patients at Trouville. 
 

The Armistice came into effect at 11.00 hrs on 11 November and the Union Flag and the flag of the Order were raised. 
 

The last report about the achievements of the Hospital stated 
 

 “It built up a reputation and maintained that reputation to the end” 
 

What should this reputation mean to us today?  There can be no doubt that the Order’s initiative was both timely 

and successful.  This, the largest voluntary hospital serving the BEF, was generally recognised to be one of the best 

hospitals in France.  Without the Brigade Hospital, the strain on other hospitals would have been greater, with a 

possible adverse effect upon patient care.  The fact that the Brigade Hospital earned so much praise shows that both the 

concept and the execution were of a high standard.  It may even be that the standards set by this Hospital helped to raise 

the general expectations of field hospital care.  The willingness of top class doctors and nurses to serve in the Hospital 

did much to set these standards but so too did the VADs and Brigade men who served there.  The Order and the Brigade 

had cause to be proud and with the Country be thankful for the dedication and discipline of each individual, the courage 

of all during the bombing and the fact that casualties had not been higher. 

The Durham Fellowship has now been in existence for a year and it is very fitting to now say a big 

thank-you to members for their faith and support in a very active beginning. After the original branch 

closed many people said how they felt out of touch with St John Ambulance, The Priory and The  

Order. Therefore it was clear a Fellowship was needed to bring together everyone who cares about 

St John, in a social setting, to gain satisfaction in supporting our organisational aims.  

Now the branch is firmly established with over 30 members, we are looking to develop social   

activities as well as supporting events and fundraising. A special event is planned for Wednesday 

9th May when the National Fellowship President, The Hon. Lady  Fiona Bartelott MBE GCStJ DL 

Bailiff of Egle is visiting us at  Meadowfield. Please come along to meet her.  

Finally the St John Fellowship Reunion Weekend is to be held on 28 Sept-1 Oct 2018 at the  

Hallmark Hotel, Derby (£199 per person). 

DURHAM COUNTY FELLOW SHIP 
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6 May  Uniformed Services Family Fun 
Day, Durham City Centre. 
 
9 May  2.30p.m. Visit to Meadowfield by 
the National Fellowship President  and  
planting of a “Princess Anne” rose to 
recall last year’s October visit by HRH 
The Princess Royal.  
 
3 June   St John Ambulance Annual 
Service of Rededication in St Nicholas  
Cathedral, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE1 
1PF at 1.45 pm. 
 
9/10 June Fundraising stall at Durham 
Regatta. Any offers of items to be sold 
such as plants can be made to Gillian 
Willmore as can any offers of help in 
running the stall.  
 
25 November  Annual Fundraising 
Curry Lunch in Shildon Masonic Hall 

Dates for your Diary 

May Moses was married to the late Jack Moses, superintendent of the SJA BXL/Hydro Polymers  
Division at Aycliffe. She joined the original SJA Fellowship Sunderland Branch in the mid 1980s. She 
always attended the monthly Fellowship Lunches at Sunderland  and later at Darlington. She will be 
remembered and missed by all who knew her.  
 
Leslie Curry was in Durham City SJA for many years and enthusiastically carried out such duties as 
escorting the elderly on “trips”.  He will be sadly missed.  
 
James Leslie Nicol or as we knew him Jim or Jimmy was a stalwart member of St John Ambulance, 
Durham holding such offices as County Commissioner  and in the Fellowship. He was a Knight of 
Grace but he was also very much a man of the people who had a ready wit and a plethora of “jokes”.  

 
Gabriel  Rickelton, a member of 
Spennymoor Badger Sett has 
won the North District’s Badger 
of the Year Competition.  
 
Gabriel, you are a shining ex-
ample to us all and we are very 
proud of you.  

D I S T R I C T  B A D G E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R  
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Congratulations to our very own Dorothy 

Rand on receiving an MBE in this New Year’s 

Honours List. Dorothy has received her award “ 

For services to local government and the community 

in Durham”. She has 

been a fantastic   

supporter  of  

Durham St John and in 

particular Burnopfield 

Unit for many years 

and long may she 

continue.  


