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St John’s Day 2017
Miss Harriet Walton, SJA National Cadet of the Year presents the Priory Book of Remembrance The Lord Mayor has his CPR technique perfected by an SJA Cadet

The Royal Marine Fanfare Team accompany the National Anthem

The Isle of Sheppey SJA Band leads the Parade to St Paul’s Cathedral

To mark the 30th anniversary of the Badgers, a special party was 
held after the Service

Photos continued overleaf

This year’s national St John 
events to mark the Feast of the 
Nativity of St John the Baptist 
had the added element of the 
Priory Visitation to London. 

It was an opportunity for St John 
Ambulance volunteers to show something 
of how they attempt to meet the needs of 
London’s diverse and growing communities. 

There were three elements to the 
Visitation. During the Annual Assembly in 
the morning in the splendour of London’s 
Mansion House, Paul Herbage County 
Priory Group Chair and Elizabeth Harper, 
St John Ambulance Regional Director, 
London & South, were able to set things in 
context by detailing a number of historical 
“firsts” achieved in London over the past 
140 years as well as indicating the level of 
contribution by volunteers today.

During the Annual Service of 
Commemoration & Rededication in  
St Paul’s Cathedral, St John volunteers from 
London participated in the processions and 
in readings and intercessions. 

Before and after the Service members 
of the public and guests were able to view 
a number of displays and demonstrations 
by volunteers in the adjacent Paternoster 
Square. These included the Cycle Response 
Unit; Medical Response Team, Community 
First Responders, Community Trainers, 
Cadets and Youth Leaders.

The added support of the Isle of Sheppey 
St John Band and Bertie the Badger made 
the whole event a really lively occasion. 

The displays were visited after the Service 
by the Prior and other VIP’s including the 
Rt Hon The Lord Mayor of City of London, 
Alderman Dr Andrew Palmley, Alderman & 
Sheriff PeterEstlin and their wives who even 
joined in the musical CPR demonstration.

Before departing the Lord Mayor and 
Sheriff joined Bertie and some London 
Badgers at a party to mark the 30th 
Anniversary of the formation of the Badger 
movement and to cut a special cake kindly 
donated by the Bakers’ Company one of the 
City’s oldest Livery Companies. •
Paul Herbage
Chair, Greater London Priory Group



Welcome to our ninth 
edition of Priory News

Welcome to the Summer 2017 edition of 
Priory News. Firstly, I would like to say a big 
thank you to all our contributors…it’s great 
to be able to share good news stories from 
around the country and remind readers of 
the great commitment and dedication given 
by so many St John volunteers and staff.
 
Last month I was very privileged to have 
attended a ceremony at West Yorkshire 
Police HQ where the Prior presented Mr 
Bernard Kenny with a Life Saving Medal of 
the Order of St John in Gold which is a very 
rare occurrence. Mr Kenny intervened in the 
terrible attack on the late Batley and Spen 
MP Jo Cox and was himself injured in the 
incident as he tried to protect Ms Cox. Mr 
Kenny really is a local hero and you can read 
more about his bravery on page 3.
 
This edition is packed with lots of other good 
news stories from around the country which 
I hope you will enjoy reading. If you have a 
local good news story that you would like to 
share please send it to me using our Priory 
News submission form in time for the next 

edition.

Tony Shepherd
Head of Priory and County 
Priory Group Affairs

Exciting Fundraising News 
from Northamptonshire
An enjoyable visit to the Rockingham Horse Trials by the 
Northamptonshire County Priory Group Fundraising  
Sub Committee is not the only fundraising activity that has 
taken place during the past seven months. Since October  
2016 the Committee has raised an amazing £13,000 for  
County based projects. 

“As a Committee, we made a conscious 
decision that any money raised by us would 
be best used locally where our supporters 
could “own” the fundraising work done 
here in Northamptonshire.” said Penelope 
Escombe Chair of the Committee. 

“It costs approximately £300 to train 
some 20/30 young people in First Aid and 
we have used our funds to underwrite this 
work in schools that are within the five areas 
of high social deprivation here in this lovely 
county of Northamptonshire.  Not only do 
First Aid skills give people confidence and a 

sense of pride in themselves, they can also 
be the difference between life and death.  
More often, these skills are needed in less 
dramatic situations but are nonetheless just 
as vital. “said Penelope. 

The £13,000 raised so far will train around 
1,000 people who would not normally be 
able to access First Aid training because of 
their hardship…….by raising these funds to 
pay for training courses, Northamptonshire 
CPG Fundraising Sub Committee really is 
making a difference to people’s lives in the 
county…….

The Committee is also keen to support 
the much needed training of family carers 
in basic First Aid which they will pay for 
using any surplus funds. 

“I would like to thank supporters, past 
and present”, Said Penelope “and I hope 
that they will continue to support us and to 
encourage others to do so as well.” •

More photos from St John’s Day 2017

Penelope Escombe – Fundraising Committee Chair with a 
member of Rockingham staff



Life Saving Medal of the Order of St John in 
Gold presented to Bernard Kenny
On Wednesday 14 June, Mr Bernard Kenny was presented with the Life Saving medal of the Order of 
St John in Gold for his actions in June last year when he intervened in the attack on the late Batley and 
Spen MP Jo Cox. Mr Kenny was himself injured in the incident as he tried to protect Ms Cox.

The Life Saving Medal was presented to 
Mr Kenny at West Yorkshire Police HQ in 
Wakefield by Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel 
Jarvis, CBE, Prior of the Priory of England and 
the Islands of the Order of St John. 

The medal was instituted in 1874 to enable 
the Order to honour those who saved, 
or attempted to save, the life of another 
and who placed themselves at imminent 
personal risk in doing so. So conspicuous was 
Mr Kenny’s bravery in the incident that he 
was awarded the medal in Gold, which is a 

very rare occurrence.
Speaking of the presentation, the Prior 

said: ‘The gold Life Saving Medal is awarded 
infrequently and exceptionally; in this case 
to an exceptional man, and an inspiration. I 
feel deeply honoured to have presented this 
medal to Mr Kenny for his brave action one 
year ago, in which he selflessly endangered 
his own life in attempting to save the life of 
another.’

Accompanying Mr Kenny at the 
presentation were his wife Doreen and sons 

Philip and Mark and their wives; members of 
the West Yorkshire Constabulary, including 
Deputy Chief Constable John Robins, 
Detective Superintendent Nick Wallen and 
Chief Superintendent Steve Cotter; and 
representatives from St John, Head of Priory 
& CPG Affairs, Tony Shepherd, and Chair – 
South & West Yorkshire County Priory Group, 
Gordon Tollefson.

Mr Kenny was also awarded the George 
Medal for his actions in the 2017 Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List. •

Peterborough City Council joined by CPG 
Peterborough City Council 
joined the Cambridgeshire 
County Priory Group and Local 
St John Ambulance members 
in the town centre for a 
recruitment drive on Saturday 
10th June. 

During the day hundreds of people were 
taught the basic skills of CPR and took 
away leaflets detailing the works of St John 
Ambulance in the area. Ages ranged for 8 to 80.

 Following the event a representative 
of Peterborough City Council said” In our 
opinion this event was most successful and 
we would like to offer you an opportunity to 
join us again next year”

County Priory Group and St John 
Ambulance members raised the profile 
of St John and joined in the recruitment 
campaign.

St John Ambulance District Leader Lee Taylor 
said: ‘I am very proud of the local members 
who mounted this recruitment drive as part 
of our national campaign demonstrating our 
commitment to the community’. •

L -R: Head of Priory & CPG Affairs - Tony Shepherd, Deputy Chief Constable - John Robins, Mr Kenny, The Prior - Lionel Jarvis, CPG Chair – Gordon Tollefson



Care to contribute to Priory News?
If you have news which you would like to see included in future issues please remember that a short submission, with a clear photograph where 
appropriate, is most likely to be readily accommodated. Any queries regarding submissions or other editorial matters should, be directed to the 
Editor, Tony Shepherd, at tony.shepherd@sja.org.uk or sent directly to him care of Priory Affairs Department, St John’s Gate, St John’s Lane, 
London EC1M 4DA marked ‘Priory News’. Any opinions expressed in Priory News are purely those of the editorial team or individual contributors 
and are not to be taken as indicative of those of The Priory, the Order, or Its Officers. Whilst every effort is made to verify details before publication 
this is not always possible and we ask your forbearance.

The Priory News: 60 second interview
We are very pleased that the 
Director of Ceremonies, Andrew 
Latham has kindly agreed to an 
exclusive sixty second interview 
for Priory News.
 You have held the high profile and 
important role of Director of Ceremonies 
for the past six years and will be stepping 
down later this year. What are the personal 
highlights for you from the past six years?

There are too many to list, but in summary 
to have directed the Order’s ceremonial in the 
Priory, and to have lead such a dedicated and 
enthusiastic ceremonial team, has been one of 
the greatest honours of my life.  

The greatest highlight has definitely been the 
witnessing the Investiture of so many loyal and 
devoted servants of St John who have received 
recognition, sanctioned by HM The Queen, for 
their exceptional service to the Order and those 
we serve.  I have seen first-hand that for some 
it is the pinnacle of their St John career and for 
many it is the highlight of their whole lives. It 
has been both humbling to hear of their stories 
and witness the recognition of all their devoted 
service. This is a memory that I will always retain; 
it has been a huge privilege.

Can you tell us of an amusing “behind the 
scene” story that has occurred but that the 
guests were completely unaware of?

I remember at one Chapter meeting, when 
one of the hand-held microphones appeared 
not to be working, a member of the Ceremonial 
Staff left Chapter Hall to see if a change of 
battery would resolve the issue.  However, 
unbeknown to him the microphone sprang back 
into life so that the whole of Chapter heard him 
humming as he headed to change the battery 
stopping on route the lavatory immediately off 
Chapter Hall.  Fortunately, another quick-witted 
member of the team, as ever, full of anticipation 
(the watchword for Ceremonial Staff ), followed 
him and managed to get the microphone 
turned off before any further embarrassment 
was caused!

What would you consider to be your 
greatest achievement?

Playing my part and contributing as a part 
of the team in enabling those who attend 
Investitures as postulants, or those attending 
our ceremonial events to be reinvigorated in the 
works, aims and purpose of the Order in England 

and striving to always achieve the highest level 
of ceremonial; hopefully without being stuffy!

Any sad or disappointing moments?
Finishing as Director of Ceremonies, after the 

completion of my second triennium, will be a 
sad moment as it has been a huge privilege and 
a great honour to serve; I have enjoyed every 
minute of it; well almost every minute!

Every year, when we complete the Act of 
Remembrance at St Paul’s on St John’s Day, we 
remember and pray for those members of the 
Priory who have died in the previous year; we 
remember those one thousand and seventy-
seven members of St John Ambulance who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice in the First World War and 
we remember the deceased Bailiffs and Dames 
Grand Cross as we lay up their banners.  This has 
always been a very sad and poignant moment 
for me and many.  This has been especially 
true when those remembered and prayed for 
have been people I have known and greatly 
respected.  

How have you been able to fit in the role of 
Director of Ceremonies with your day job?

I am Chief Executive of icelolly.com based in 
Leeds and we live in Sussex!  So, I spend a lot of 
time on the train and have three or four evenings 
per week in my flat in Leeds. I have been able to 
spend time planning the ceremonial events from 
there and whilst travelling.  I have taken annual 
leave to be able to be carry out my duties when 
they fall during the week. I am very fortunate, as I 
have a very supportive and wonderful wife who 
keeps the “wheels of life turning” to make sure 

that I could execute my role fully!

If you had a plaque on your desk that was 
your motto for life, what would it be?

There would be three:
Pro Fide – For the Faith - to remind me that 

everything we do flows from the practical 
implementation of our Christian faith.

Pro Utilitate Hominum – For the Service of 
Humanity- to remind me that all we do is about 
service above self. To paraphrase JF Kennedy – 

“Ask not what St John can do for you but what 
you can do for St John” 

Omnia Vinces Perseverando
This is my old school motto – ‘perseverance 

conquers all’ i.e never ever give up!

What three pieces of advice would you give 
your successor?

Hold fast to that which is good but continue, 
as I have, to gradually evolve the ceremonial 
within the established framework and remember 
that anticipation is key to success!

Once you have stepped down from the 
role you will have more free time on your 
hands….do you have any plans for what 
you might do with the time?

I have been an active member of St John 
Ambulance since I was 11, 43 years ago.  
I will continue to be an Emergency Transport 
Attendant and I am an active Community First 
Responder for the Ambulance Service. I hope to 
do more of this service as it is what I originally 
joined St John to do.  Also I hope also to 
continue to serve the Order, the Eye Hospital and 
the Priory in some role going forward.

How would you like to be remembered?
He served the Order and its people well .

If you could be granted three wishes for the 
Priory what would they be?
1. To restore the numbers and morale of 

volunteers in St John so that we can increase 
our charitable output.

2. See the restoration of the central role that  
St John played in the life of the nation.

3. That we always remember our overarching 
focus must remain faithful service through 
the Order’s mottos - Pro Fide and Pro Utilitate 
Hominum.

I wish the Prior, the Priory and Simon Pollock, 
my successor, every best wish for the future and 
success in all its endeavours. •



Hertfordshire County 
Award Ceremony 2017
On 18th May 2017 St John in Hertfordshire held 
their annual award ceremony to recognise the 
achievements of the volunteer members.

Brian Wingate, CPG Chair was 
delighted to introduce the Lord-
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, The 
Countess of Verulam who once again 
had kindly agreed to present the 
awards. 

Brian was also pleased to welcome 
Mark Farmer, Director for First Aid 
services, and Chief Volunteer, Ann 
Cable MBE. 

The award ceremony is a very 
special and significant event in 
the St John Ambulance calendar 
in Hertfordshire, to recognise the 
hard work and achievements of the 
members and say a big thank you 
to the members, their families and 
friends who support our work.  

Attended by over 100 members, 
family and friends, 49 awards were 
presented including long service 
awards, certificates of gratitude for 
giving service to the community and 
Cadet Grand Prior awards.

The long service awards included 
a seventh bar to the Service Medal 
to Brian Heron-Edmends , District 

Manager, West Anglia, in recognition 
of 47 years service and a fifty year 
certificate for Beryl Cook from 
Watford.

Presentations of a Grand Prior 
Certificate were also made to Cadets 
Celina Gupta, Paige Preedy, Dean 
Horner and Beth Smith.

At the end of the evening Brian 
Wingate, presented the Countess 
of Verulam with a ‘Vote of Thanks’ 
from the Order of St John. She 
has continued to be a staunch 
supporter of St John in the County of 
Hertfordshire, where since 1997 she 
has been Lord-Lieutenant. However, 
she has announced that she will be 
standing down from her role as Lord-
Lieutenant in July.

Her long association with St John, 
goes back to 1985 as President 
of St Albans Division, Deputy 
Commissioner and in the role of 
County Vice President right to the 
present day as President of the 
County Priory Group. •

On your bike, Prior!

London’s Cycle Response Unit (CRU) 
was delighted to host the Prior on 
a recent visit to their headquarters 
at London Ambulance Service (LAS) 
NHS Trust in May. The visit enabled 
the Prior to hear more about the 
close working partnership between 
LAS and SJA CRUs as well as SJA 
CRU’s across the country – with 
200+ SJA Cycle Responders across 
England. 

The visit was hosted by Chapter member Ashley 
Sweetland MBE, who is SJA’s National Operational 
Cycling Officer, alongside London CRU manager 
Taylan Güngör and Tom Lynch MBE, London 
Ambulance Service’s CRU senior manager and 
honorary President of the CRU in London. In this 
edition of Priory News, we are delighted to note 
that Tom has been recently admitted to the Order in 
recognition of his loyal support to SJA London CRU.

During the visit the Prior, alongside London and 
South Regional Director Liz Harper, met volunteers 
from London CRU’s management team, including 
Daniel Jafferji, Jani Levänen, Megan McLean and 
Lewis Ross, as well as LAS Cycle Responders.

The London CRU team support more than 120 
events each year across the capital, and beyond – 
including the annual St John’s Day celebrations. •
Photography with thanks to Tom Wright. 



Dad saved by Bricknell Badger
This little girl is just eight-years-old – but her doting dad 
already owes her his life. 

James Murphy, 40, had just returned from 
a bike ride when he scooped up a handful 
of sweets into his mouth for a quick-fix 
sugar hit.

Moments later one lodged in his throat 
and he began to choke. But lucky for him, 
his quick-thinking daughter, who is a 
proud member of the Bricknell Badger Sett, 
bravely stepped in to help

Mr Murphy said: “After finishing my 
cycling training, I was pretty hungry and 
rushed too quickly to get some food into 
myself. I grabbed a handful of sweets, 
managed to get one stuck in my throat and 
was choking really quite badly.”

Fortunately, his little girl, came to his 
rescue by putting the life-saving skills 
she had learned at Badgers - which are 
the youngest volunteers with St John 
Ambulance – to good use.

She stayed calm, and gave him several 
firm slaps on the back between his shoulder 
blades.

“I came downstairs and saw dad choking 
so I hit him hard on the back and a sweet 
flew out,” she said. “We had been talking 
about what to do if someone chokes at 
Badgers and it made me more confident 
because I knew what to do.

Mr Murphy said he was very proud of 
Millie and her life-saving actions. He said: 
“Millie has enjoyed her Tuesday Badgers 
evening for just over a year now acquiring 
some great skills along the way.

“I believe the things she has learnt not 

only helped me, but will be of great use to 
her as she grows and ventures out into the 
world.

“The team at St John Ambulance invest 
a huge amount of time and effort in 
children and the actions of Millie in the 
situation I described are also a credit to the 
commitment and energy they put in on a 
weekly basis.”

Millie said learning first aid was 
something everyone should invest in. She 
said: “I think everyone should learn first 
aid because then they would be able to 
help people when they need it. I really 
enjoy Badgers, it’s great fun, you make new 
friends and learn new things too.”

Badger leader Noreen Hackett also 
heaped praise on the little girl. She said: 
“That Millie has put her first aid skills to use 
in such a life saving way makes us extremely 
proud of her, she showed true courage in 
stepping up to help when it really mattered.”

Meanwhile Colin Hackett, area manager 
for St John Ambulance, said: ‘We are all so 
proud of Millie. At just eight years old she 
had the skills and the confidence to help 
her dad in a very stressful situation.

“Millie’s story shows just why it is so very 
important to learn first aid skills, it’s never 
too early, or too late, to learn. You really 
don’t know when you might need those 
crucial skills.” •
Reproduced from an article in the  
Hull Daily Mail 3rd June 2017.

Thanksgiving 
and Rededication 
in Derbyshire
On Sunday June 25th we 
held our Annual Service 
of Thanksgiving and 
Rededication for the Family 
of St John in Derbyshire.

We were delighted to welcome 

our Lord Lieutenant Willie Tucker ,our 

Chancellor Michael Messenger and 

many St John Members,Cadets,Badgers 

with Families and Friends.

This year our Service was held at 

St  Wilfrid’s Church ,Barrow upon Trent 

which was given to the Hospitallers 

before 1166. They are restoring 

the Church to its original state and 

making a small Museum to show the 

development from the Hospitallers to 

the present St John Ambulance and 

Priory.

We are supporting them in this 

venture and they were delighted that we 

held our Annual Service there and made 

us most welcome.

Our County Chaplain, Jane Legh, gave 

an inspirational Address on the theme of

“Passing on the Baton” with regard 

to our Training and Development of 

Volunteers of all ages from Badgers to 

Fellowship.

At the end we all brought Food to 

share in a Family Picnic and there was 

much Enjoyment and Fellowship” •
Dr Cheryle Berry MBE 
Chair – Derbyshire County Priory Group

Photos: Tina Baker of Village Voice

Left to right: Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire Willie 
Tucker, the Chair of County Priory Group Cheryle Berry 
and the Chancellor Michael Messenger.



The Rise and Fall of the 
Gentleman’s Magazine
The Gentleman’s Magazine was a highly successful publication founded 
in 1731 by Warwickshire businessman, Edward Cave. It was Cave who 
coined the term ‘Magazine’ to describe a periodical, and for many 
years his monthly publication served as a handbook for the stylish and 
intelligent gent about town. 

Cave wrote under the 
pseudonym Sylvanus Urban as 
he wanted to appeal to readers 
in the provinces as well as those 
in towns and cities. Despite the 
magazine’s title, Cave also wanted 
his publication to be of interest 
to female readers, and often 
featured recipes for homemade 
remedies, articles on how to 
pickle and preserve, as well as 
tips and tricks on how to rid one’s 
home of black beetle or bedbugs.   

The Magazine was produced at 
St John’s Gate, with Cave’s office 
located in the Council Chamber, 
a room which he shared with 
his employees including English 
writer and poet Samuel Johnson 
who published ‘A Dictionary of 
the English Language’ in 1755.

Within its pages, the 
Gentleman’s Magazine covered 
virtually every facet of Georgian 
life and included topics such 
as medicine, natural history, 
scientific discoveries, political 
debates, foreign and domestic 
news, letters to the editor and 
crime and punishment to name 
but a few.

Although an extremely 
competent editor, Cave was 
notorious for pushing boundaries, 
often sailing very close to 
the wind. He regularly sent 
employees to the Strangers 
Gallery at the House of Commons 
where he would instruct them 
to take skeletal notes during the 
debates. The notes would then 
be delivered to St John’s Gate 

where Samuel Johnson would 
embellish them in preparation for 
the next edition of the magazine 
- an extremely risky undertaking 
during a period when it was 
illegal to publish information 
pertaining to parliamentary 
debates.  Parliament responded 
by placing tighter restrictions 
on Cave’s attempts to produce 
the reports so, Cave simply 
changed the title from “Debates 
in Parliament” to “Debates in the 
Senate House of Lilliput”. This was 
a polite nod and a cheeky wink 
at satirist writer and clergyman 
Jonathan Swift, another regular 
contributor to the magazine. 
Swift also wrote ‘Gulliver’s Travels’, 
which tells the story of Lemuel 
Gulliver who is washed ashore 
after a shipwreck and finds 
himself held captive by the tiny 
inhabitants of the fictional island 
country of Lilliput. In April 1747, 
Cave was arrested for reporting 
on the treason trial of Jacobite 
rebel, Simon Baron Lovat. Cave’s 
trial took place before the House 
of Lords and he was convicted 
of breach of privilege, fined and 
forced to beg for forgiveness at 
the bar of the Lords.

Gripping, gruesome and 
graphic accounts of murder, 
crime and punishment were 
also regularly featured in the 
magazine. Cave’s writing style 
earned him a large following of 
fascinated readers who salivated 
over every grisly detail.  A good 
example of this is his account 

of the execution of butler Tim 
Croneen who, murdered his 
employers, Andrew and Jane  
St Leger, at their Cork residence 
in 1731. Cave provided a detailed 
description of the hanging, 
beheading, disembowelling and 
quartering of Croneen. Articles 
such as this kept his readers 
riveted.

Edward Cave died here at  
St John’s Gate in 1754 and was 
buried at St James Church, 
Clerkenwell. He was succeeded 
by David Henry who took over 
as editor and he in turn was later 
succeeded by John Nichols. 
The magazine flourished under 
Henry and Nichols’ editorship and 
readership numbers increased 
dramatically.  Nichols eventually 
relinquished control of the 
publication to his son John Bower 
Nichols, at which point, the 
magazine floundered and after 
subsequent editors, went into 
steady decline. 

General publication of The 
Gentleman’s Magazine eventually 
ceased in September 1907 
and although the magazine 
was revived between late 1907 
to 1922, it took the form of a 
four-page pamphlet which was 
produced solely to keep the title 
“The Gentleman’s Magazine” 
formerly in print. •
Judi McGinley 
Museum Assistant
Museum of the Order of St John

The Gentleman’s Magazine Volume One, 
Number One

Samuel Johnson by Joshua Reynolds

A portrait of Jonathan Swift by Rupert Barber, 
1745

Bailiff of Egle
The outgoing Bailiff of Egle Robin Oake 
MBE KStJ QPM with his successor Fiona, 

The Hon Lady Barttelot MBE GCStJ DL at 
Mansion House on St John’s Day



The Priory of England and the Islands, St John’s Gate, St John’s Lane, London EC1M 4DA. Charity number 1077265.

Over 60 stalls, many new to the Fair this 
year, were selling a wide selection of plants, 
shrubs, garden products, homewares, gifts, 
toys, books and fashions both outside and 
in the garden and in a large marquee. Plenty 
of homemade refreshments, sausages, ice 

cream and a Hog Roast proved popular 
amongst the many visitors.   Falcon High 
gave a Birds of Prey display, delighting both 
adults and children who were able to interact 
with Barn Owls and Harris Hawks. There 
were many other birds on close view, which 

was a constant draw throughout the day. 
Long queues formed for gardening expert 
Andy McIndoe who was on hand to answer 
questions and offer advice and who also 
judged the Best Presented Plant Stall and 
Best Presented Sundries Stall. The winners 
were awarded a certificate and a free stall 
the following year. Cuff Billett’s New Europa 
Jazz Band roamed the grounds adding to the 
relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere.

This annual Fair is held in aid of  
St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital. Chair of 
the Garden Fair Committee, Joan Ferrer, said 
““I am delighted that we raised £12,750 for 
the Eye Hospital this year and would like to 
thank all those who contributed in so many 
ways, particularly Jamie and Carolyn Balfour, 
for allowing us to use their lovely garden”

More fund-raising events are planned for 
next year, with the Garden Fair being held on 
Sunday 6th May 2018 our 15th Fair! •
www.bishops-waltham-garden-fair.org

Bishop’s Waltham Charity Garden Fair
A firm favourite on many people’s calendar, Bishop’s Waltham Garden Fair was held at the end of 
April this year in the beautiful grounds of Wintershill Hall, Durley. With the garden in full bloom, it 
provided the perfect backdrop to this family friendly event. 

Brian Wingate, David Mitchell and Dr Chris Lund Tyne Cot Cemetery Members past and present with the last Post Association buglars

Anniversary trip to the battlefields of Belgium
Over the weekend 17th /18th June a group headed by Brian Wingate, CPG Chair, Hertfordshire 
made the 10th Anniversary trip to the battlefields of Belgium, to visit the memorials and graves of 
some of the, over 1000, St John Ambulance members from across the world who lost their lives in 
World War One.

The party made up of members past 
and present, family and friends visited a 
number of cemeteries including the Tyne Cot 
Memorial and cemetery where 29 members 
are either buried or remembered.

On the Saturday evening, Brian Wingate, 
Dr & Mrs Lund participated in the Last Post 
ceremony at the Menin Gate memorial, 

where 17 St John Ambulance members are 
remembered, laying wreaths on behalf of the 
Priory of England and the Islands of Order of 
St John and St John Ambulance. 

The Last Post, the traditional final salute 
to the fallen, is played at 8pm every evening 
by the buglers of the Last Post Association in 
honour of the memory of the soldiers of the 

former British Empire and its allies, who died 
in the Ypres Salient during the First World 
War. 

Planning is already underway for another 
visit in 2018.  Anybody interested in joining 
the group next year should contact Brian 
Wingate on email Brian.Wingate@sja.org.uk •


