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Welcome and 
Introduction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the inaugural edition of a South West 
(West) County Priory Group Newsletter and I 
sincerely hope that  our readers will find it 
interesting and informative.  
 
CPGs in the SW are now truly amalgamated into 
the fabric of St John although there are always 
“bridges to be built” and relationships to be 
improved if we are both to continue to flourish 
and thrive.  
 
CPG Chairs in the SW (W) have met on a 
quarterly basis since regionalisation and this has 
provided positive and proactive structure and 
peer support and this, coupled, with an excellent 
professional and working relationship with the 
Regional Director, Steven Hargreaves and his 
RMT has ensured that each has grown, 
developed and integrated through the sharing of 
good practice and in line with the terms of 
reference for CPGs. We have also received great 
encouragement and support from the Chancellor, 
Paul Denby and Tony Shepherd, Head of Priory 

and CPG Affairs. In fact we have been 
complimented over the years as trend-setters in 
the field of developing a Strategic Action Plan in 
line with the SW Regional Ambulance Business 
Plan’ putting forward a Dedication policy that has 
been adopted nationally after consultation with 
the Dean, Nicholas Frayling and held a regional 
CPG Member’s day 
. 
What follows is a report from each of the CPGs in 
the SW, each of which illustrates some of their 
work throughout the previous year - 2016.  
Please bear in mind the varied work of CPGs, 
particularly the acting as a conduit for Honours 
and Awards, and if you would like a 
representative to attend any of your 
District/Area/Unit meetings or events please get 
in touch with the appropriate Chair.  
We are all extremely keen to work with you at 
award events; in this regard, please bear in mind 
the annual services that most CPG’s arrange 
each year, that is a St John Day (June/July) and 
Carol Service, each of which lend themselves to 
awards being presented to youth and adult 
volunteers alike and where more often than not 
the relevant County’s Lord Lieutenant or Deputy 
LL are present. Also bear in mind that any new 
equipment or properties can be dedicated and 
CPGs can provide the necessary expertise and 
support for such occasions. This is a very good 
way of publicly thanking donors and getting good 
publicity.   
In conclusion, can I thank all my SW Regional 
CPG Chair colleagues for their positive support 
during 2016 and especially, on their behalf and all 
members of SW CPGs, extend our deepest 
gratitude and sincerest thanks to all our SW 
volunteers and employees who have worked so 
tirelessly on training and fulfilling public duties. 
Your dedication and commitment is second to 
none and we are all very proud of you! 
 
Roger W Jacob CStJ MCMI Chair of CPG Chairs (SW), 
CPG Chair & County President (Devon) 
Email:kernow@rwjacob.free-online.co.uk Telephone Number: 
01271 344021 (H) and 07795 186256 (M) 

Avon Cornwall 
Devon 

Dorset 
Gloucestershire Somerset Wiltshire 
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Around the Region 
Cornwall 

Cornwall CPG continues to meet quarterly with a steady membership but will soon need to actively seek 
some replacements. Sadly earlier in 2016 the group lost its longstanding Hospital representative, Tim Parr, 
who died suddenly aged 89 years. He will be missed greatly. 

In October the CPG not only hosted a very successful Organ Donation Award Presentation in our Truro Unit 
involving the Lord Lieutenant, Col Edward Bolitho but also held the annual service of Thanksgiving and 
Rededication led by our Chaplain, Canon Peter Walker at Truro Methodist Church. The service was 
supported by the Chairman of Cornwall Council and the Deputy Mayor of Truro. 

This occasion allowed the presentation of numerous awards for volunteers by our County President, Major 
Charles Edward-Collins. Among the highlights was the award of a 100-year certificate for Truro Unit and a 
number of Service medals, bars and an Oak Leaf to volunteers from across the County 

Bob  Stu r land  
Cha ir Cornwal l CPG 

 

Truro Unit 
Celebrates 100 years of Service to the Community 

The National Cadet of the Year holding the 100 
years certificate together with members of the 
Truro Unit.- Anthony Waters, Jay Fox 
(National Cadet of the Year) Gregg Lean, flag 
bearer - Michael Morley, Mrs Anne Kerridge, 
CC chair, Rachel Keast and Jane Le Page 

Recipients of Service Medals presented by the 
County President, together with Jane Le Page, 
Anthony Waters, flag bearer - Michael Morley, 
Gregg Lean, CC chair, Matt Jobe and Roger 
Cook. 
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2016 has been a very busy year in which two pro fide Church Services and a South District Development, 
Awards and Dedication day were held within the County and at which, amongst other things, a number of 
new vehicles and donated medical equipment were dedicated. 

 
	

	

	

	

.			

	

	

Devon 

The Revd. David Gill dedicating the two vehicles 
together with the Revd. Robert Harris, Roger Jacob and 
June Pierce OStJ - Area President (South Devon) & 
member of CPG (Devon)  

 

Regional Director, Steven Hargreaves presiding over 
the dedication of the new regional treatment centre 
supported by the Revd. Philip Wagstaff (Area 
Chaplain – Mid Devon) and Roger Jacob 

 

Devon CPG has a busy year with many events organised 

 

  The South District Development 
   Awards and Dedication Event 

This took place at the Matford Hub, Exeter on 
Sunday 30th October 2016 and was presided 
over by the Regional Director/Acting District 
Manager (South), Steven Hargreaves supported 
by members of his RMT and Devon CPG.   

A number of well-earned awards, ranging from 
hours certificates to service medals/bars and 
even an oak leave depicting 52 years’ service 
were presented by Steven Hargreaves and 
Roger Jacob. 

At the conclusion of the day a new regional 
treatment centre was dedicated, by Area 
Chaplain (Mid Devon) the Revd. Philip Wagstaff 

 

  The St John Day Service 
  at Buckfast Abbey 
 

On Sunday 3rd July 2016; approximately 125 
St John personnel, their family, friends & 
supporters attended; it was led by Devon’s 
County Chaplain/Deputy County Chaplain, the 
Revd.’s David Gill MStJ and Robert Harris 
MStJ respectively. Mark Parkhouse, Deputy 
Lieutenant (Devon) and Angela Gilbert, 
Devon’s High Sheriff were in attendance 
together with local dignitaries including the 
President of Red Cross (Devon). 

A number of volunteers, adult and youth, were 
presented with their well-deserved awards by 
the Deputy Lieutenant and High Sheriff. 

At the conclusion of the service two new St 
John vehicles were dedicated by the County 
Chaplain, the Revd. David Gill.  
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On Sunday 11th December 2016, 
approximately 100 -120 volunteers, family, 
friends and supporters attended. The 
service was led by the County Chaplain, 
Revd. David Gill MStJ supported by the 
Revd. David Fletcher (incumbent parish 
priest and Area Chaplain - North Devon) 
and the Revd. Philip Wagstaff (Area 
Chaplain - Mid Devon).  

A number of adult members were presented 
with a variety of awards, ranging from 
service medals/bars and years/hours 
certificates, by Robin Barlow OStJ, Deputy 
Lieutenant (Devon) (and former Devon St 
John County President). One youth member 
was presented with her Grand Prior 
certificate.  

In addition the County Chaplain, together 
with Dr Alan Howlett OStJ (Area President - 
North Devon) dedicated some medical 
equipment (blood pressure monitor etc.) 
that had been presented to the Tarka Unit 
(Barnstaple) by the family of the late 
George Cowie OStJ who died in 2015 at the 
age of 94 having given over 50 years’ 
service to St John in the Barnstaple area. 

	

Roger Jacob  
Cha ir De von  CPG 

 

  CPG Carol Service 
  at Barnstaple Parish Church 

 Robin Barlow DL presenting Allyson Bales (Unit 
Manager Okehampton) with her 2nd bar to her service 
medal. 

Picture above shows the daughter of the late George 
Cowie OStJ, Alison Vogler and her husband David 
presenting the medical equipment in memory of her late 
father George, to Dr Alan Howlett (AP North Devon) 

Luke Tester, Exeter Links & 
National Volunteer of the Year 
receives an award from 
Regional Director, Steven 
Hargreaves at the South 
District Development and 
Awards Event, Matford on 30th 
October 2016 
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Somerset 

 

CPG Regional Members Day 

Following a discussion with CPG colleagues and a separate meeting 
with our SW Regional Director we jointly developed an idea that we as 
the CPGs in the SW Region thought we should test out.  The idea was 
to hold a meeting once a year at which all CPG members from across 
the Region are invited to gather together.  Our feeling was that it would 
allow for wide informative discussion, innovative thinking and social 
interaction as well as sensible cross-boundary conversations, and it 
shows support for all CPG members.  So we held our first one in 
Bridgwater on 20th April 2016. 
 
Obviously this all required the agreement of the Head of Priory and 
CPG Affairs, as there was a degree of cost involved.  The Regional 
Director suggested holding it at Bridgwater which meant no cost for the 
venue and he suggested the Region could provide a snack lunch and 
teas and coffees.  He also mooted the notion that this might be a very 
good occasion to involve both himself and members of the RMT with a 
number of presentations which also meant we could all meet up with 

each other. That is what we did. 
 
We welcomed a variety of people to the Day – including CPG members from across the SW Region, 
our Regional Director, members of the Regional Management Team and the Head of Priory and CPG 
Affairs.   We had hoped that the Chancellor would be with us but unfortunately he had to withdraw as 
there was a Royal visit to his part of the country and he needed to be there.   
 
The day was made up of some introductory talks by the Head of Priory and CPG Affairs, Tony 
Shepherd and the SW Regional Director, Steven Hargreaves, and short individual talks by members of 
the RMT – followed by a Question and Answer Session – with members free to ask whatever they 
wanted.   
 
Then there was lunch, which was a great opportunity for all to mix and chat and exchange experiences 
and views. 
 
After lunch we returned to the meeting room and each of our 7 CPGs gave a short talk about their 
actions and experiences within their County.  This was followed by a ‘round-table discussion’ where we 
split up into groups.   People were allocated to each table based on colour coding on their name badge 
and we provided some suggested topics for discussion.  This did not preclude any other items that 
anybody wished to raise. 
 
We then gathered together for a Plenary Session with the floor being thrown open for questions and 
comments, and again people were invited to feel free to say what they thought. 
 
As many of those present had travelled some significant distances there was just a short summing-up 
by myself at the end of the Plenary Session – and a thank you to everyone for coming - and then 
people were either free to set off for home or to have a cup of tea.   
 
We did our best to keep to the timings outlined for each part of the day as we had a lot to cover, and it 
was felt that the Day was very worthwhile and should be repeated, although we may have tried to fit a 
little too much into the afternoon sessions. 

Preb enda ry John  Rob er ts  
Cha ir Somerse t  CPG 
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The Holy Land Tour 2016 

In May 2016, two of the Taunton 
Fellowship, joined with other 
Fellowship members from around 
the country for the Tour of the Holy 
Lands organised by John Hemsley. 

Despite a full programme, everyone 
managed to stay the course during 
the St John Fellowship sponsored 
group tour to the Holy Land last 
May.  There was little let-up, with 
early morning starts and late returns, 
as we followed in the footsteps of 
Christ from Nazareth to Galilee and 
Jerusalem to Bethlehem; at the 
same time looking at aspects of the 
Order of St John in the context of 
our Crusader past.   

The undoubted high point of this most successful and enjoyable trip was the occasion of our visit 
to the Eye Hospital on the final day where we were most hospitably received.  Here we were 
brought up to date on recent developments; those who were last there two years ago were 
amazed by the progress which had been made on all fronts since our last visit, most especially 
with the new clinics in Hebron and Gaza.  As always we were all enormously impressed by the 
sheer dedication and professionalism of the Hospital staff.   There was a tangible ethos of caring 
and we all felt that the ambiance strongly reflected what St John is really all about.  After being 
given lunch (an opportunity to meet and talk to the Hospital staff) we were all taken on a 
fascinating visit to the Muristan to see the work being carried out rebuilding the original Hospital 
site in the Old City.  This is a really impressive project and wonderful to have a St John presence 
once again in such an historical place.    

On Whit Sunday the whole group attended the Pentecost morning Service in St George’s 
Cathedral in Jerusalem.  Here Brigadier Hemsley was invited to read a prayer in which he was 
able to pay tribute to the Hospital staff, as well as remembering Professor Tony Mellows, the late 
Lord Prior, who did so much to support the Hospital. “Ahmed, the Somerset sponsored nurse, sent 
his regards although he was not there on the day of the visit." 

Va l Hi l l  
& John Hemsley 

Brigadier Hemsley has agreed to run another tour to the Holy Land next year from 16th 
to 24th May 2018. The details and application form will not come out for another three 
months but, as the number of places will be limited, he is prepared to take provisional 
bids to  starvelark@gmail.com 
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Since the Somerset County Headquarters became the 
Regional Headquarters [RHQ], Somerset volunteer 
members may have wondered what has happened to all 
the historic pictures and other County property which 
used to adorn the walls and the old Council Chamber and 
which has now disappeared.   

Obviously RHQ needs to reflect the region it represents 
and took the decision to remove all reference to the old 
counties.  The safeguarding of our heritage has been 
exercising the Somerset CPG for some time since all 
members felt that it was vitally important to preserve the 
inheritance and traditions of St John, along with its 
relationship with the County.   

It was established that the Order Museum in London did 
not have the room to look after even our more valuable 
items.  We then turned to the County Heritage Centre at 
Taunton in the hope that it might be able to take care of 
all the things registered as belonging to St John 
Somerset as being either ‘on loan’ or in their care, with 
the proviso that they could be reclaimed at any time in the 

future by the CPG or its successor representing 
the Order of St John in the County.  Unfortunately 
the Centre is only able to accept property on the 
condition it is gifted and not on loan; furthermore 
they also required all pictures to be taken out of 
their frames.  We explained that this was 
unacceptable as our pictures had all recently been 
re-framed at some cost, and the property 
belonged to the Order of St John and was not 
within our authority to donate.   

After much debate the CPG took the decision to 
separate the property into two groups: the more 
historic and valuable items, together with the two 
stained glass windows from the old Council 
Chamber, would be sent on long-term loan to the 
recently refurbished Muristan (on the site of the 
original St John Hospital in the old city of 
Jerusalem) where they will be put on display to 
the general public.  (See list on next page) 

The remainder of the County artifacts, pictures 
and photographs has now been packed up and is currently in safekeeping in RHQ awaiting a decision on 
where these items will ultimately be put into storage. 

Sadly much of the County paper archives appear to have been destroyed; however what remains still has 
to be sorted and classified.  

 

Artefacts sent out to the Muristan in Jerusalem 
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Item Qty Remarks 

		 Small water colour Knight of St John 1	 		

		 Water	colour	of	Praying	Brother	 1	 		

		 Crusader	Swords	(11th	century)		 2	 			+	framed	description	

		 Order	of	St	John	Hospital	Ceramic	Tile	 1	 			+	framed	description	

		 Framed	old	Palestinian	Tiles	in	single	frame	 5	 			+	framed	description	

		 Stained	glass	windows	 2	 		

		 Map	of	Palestine	during	Crusades	 1	 		

		 Large	painting	of	Jerusalem		(water	colour)	 1	 			(domes	&	minarets)	

		 Small	antique	wood	cuts	of	Holy	land	 4	 		

		 Small	etchings	of	Crusader	castles	 3	 		

		 Etching	of	St	John's	gate	 1	 		

		 Wood	cut	(?)	of	St	John	Hospital	in	Rhodes	 1	 		

		 Wood	cut	(?)	of	St	John	Hospital	in	Malta	 1	 		
 

 

 

 

 
Brigadi er John Hemsley  

Se cre t ary Somerse t  CPG 

List of St John Somerset Artefacts NOW on Permanent Loan to 
the St John Eye Hospital, Jerusalem: 
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Fellowship Reunion & Remembrance Service 
At the National Memorial Arboretum 

. 

 

On the 1st July 2016, the centenary of the first day of the 
Battle of the Somme, some 450 St John Fellowship 
members gathered to remember and honour their 
Confreres who served and died in the Great War of 
1914 to 1918. 

The previous evening a reunion Dinner was held at 
Stoke-on-Trent and some 44 Fellowship members from 
Devon, Somerset and Avon travelled together by coach 
to join in what proved to be a most moving and 
memorable occasion. For most of us it was a chance to 
catch-up with old friends.  

At the reunion Dinner there was much ‘Hello’ greetings 
and happy chatter, followed by the opportunity to dance 
the night away to the sound of ‘Me and My Girl’.  

Following the Remembrance Service at the Arboretum 
the next day, we all sat down to a splendid three-course 
lunch in a marquee on site before the journey home. 

Our thanks must go to Lawrence Day who organised 
the hotel and John Hemsley who was responsible for 
the arrangements at the Arboretum. Finally everyone 
who attended the lunch came away with a memento of 
a Fellowship paperweight provided by the Fellowship 
President, Fiona Barttelot.  

The pictures say more than further words to reflect on a 
great occasion. 

Ron Powel l  
Taun ton  Fel l owsh ip  
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Our STAPLE Project with Kenya 
Short Term Assistance plus Local Effort 

 

Pictures on left show one of the vehicles sent 
out to Kenya in action at a Road Traffic 
Accident. 

 

Picture above shows one of the Somerset 
Team (Rich Marlow) teaching at the St John 
HQ in Nairobi 

Somerset has been involved in a project with Kenya since 2011 and we have sent Paramedic 
Trainers out to Nairobi on two separate occasions to help raise their standards of Ambulance 
Crews responding to major incidents, and their paper trail of recording the work they so proudly do. 

We have shipped out 10 large boxes of surplus uniforms, textbooks and various training 
equipment. In 2014, the South West Region donated two Ambulances, which were old, but had 
very low mileage, and these were shipped to Mombasa packed with Ambulance equipment. One 
of these vehicles was ex Penzance Division and the other ex Portland Division 

St John in Kenya have told us many times that they felt privileged to STAPLE with Somerset and 
have thanked us a million times, sending photographs of the vehicles in their new livery and in 
action on the roads of Kenya. There is still on-going contact between our Trainers who went out to 
Kenya and the members in SJAK they trained. 

From the money we raised for this project, we are still holding a surplus, ring-fenced within the SJ 
accounts, to send out two more vehicles which are much needed in Kenya. Currently I believe we 
have found two surplus Crusader Ambulances in the North West Region and I am very hopeful 
that we will be able to ship these vehicles to Nairobi shortly after Easter. 

 

Ron Powel l  
Somerse t  STAPLER CPG 
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Gloucestershire 

 

Thanksgiving and Re-dedication Service 

The Service on the 23rd October 2016 was to give thanks for the rededication of the Gloucestershire Priory 
Group and to install the County Chaplain and two assistant Chaplains for the County. It was attended by the 
Lord Lieutenant for Gloucestershire, Dame Janet Trotter, the High Sheriff, the Countess Bathurst and Mayors 
from Gloucester and Cheltenham, along with a congregation of around one hundred St John members and 
volunteers from the County. 

The event commenced with a procession of the St John Cadet, Adult and Badgers’ Standards which were 
placed in front of the Altar. The choir of the Gloucestershire St John Cadet Units sang a stirring hymn and 
there was a testimony from a 16-year-old Cadet. Following readings from the Lord Lieutenant and from a 
Youth leader, the Chaplain, Revd. Rosie Woodall, was admitted to office by the Revd. Nicholas Frayling, Dean 
of St John. 

The Service was followed by afternoon tea in the Abbey House. 

 

This was held in the Old Bodlein Library in Oxford, being a joint ceremony for Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Gloucestershire. There was a moving testimony read by the father of a donor from 
Gloucestershire, and refreshments were provided following a memorable ceremony including 
readings from the Chair of the Oxford CPG, a Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Oxford and the Chaplain. 
 
 

 

The County Priory Group for Gloucestershire has recently been fortunate to have a new member 
join the team. Miss Denise Magauran was the Director of the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital for 
many years and now lives in the County. She gave the group a most interesting insight into the work 
of the Hospital and we feel very lucky to have such an excellent representative of the Hospital 
available to advise and keep us in touch with the progressing work. 

 

 

  Service at Tewkesbury Abbey 

  Organ Donation Ceremony 

  New member of CPG 

  The St John Gloucestershire Cadet Choir at Tewkesbury Abbey 

Lady Jane Walker  
Cha ir Gl ouc es ter shi re  CPG 
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Wiltshire CPG has seven members currently, and in 2016 we were able 
to contribute to our charity’s activity in the Region in a number of ways.  
One of our main activities over a number of years has been fundraising, 
and following a decision in July to alternate between an Appeal and a 
Charity Lunch in alternate years, our Autumn Appeal led by Mrs (Libby) 
Anson raised just under £11,000.  We are hugely grateful to all those 
who support the Ambulance in this way, many of whom have given 
before and continue to give so generously.  

We have actively supported the Priory-sponsored NHS Organ Donor 
Awards scheme, and in 2016 we were able in conjunction with 
Hampshire CPG, who kindly hosted the event in Winchester, to honour 
the families and friends of a number of Wiltshire people who had so 
kindly been organ donors, and whose acts of selflessness had led to a 
number of other people’s lives being saved. 

With regard to ‘pro fide’, our CPG Chair attended the Remembrance Day 
Service and Ceremony in Devizes, laying a wreath at the War Memorial in 

honour of all St John Ambulance members in Wiltshire who gave their lives for 
their country.  In conjunction with Ambulance members in North Wiltshire we held 
our annual Carol Service at the church of St John the Baptist and St Mary in 
Devizes, this year extending an invitation to many supporters.  A moving service, 
at which our County Chaplain Dr David Coulter officiated, was followed by mince 
pies and tea in the Town Hall by kind permission of the Mayor.  The High Sheriff, 
Dr David Hempleman-Adams (now Sir David!), kindly presented a number of 
Service Awards and Medals. 

Finally, we have been involved in a number of National and Regional meetings 
and events, and we continue to support the Eye Hospital in Jerusalem; we are 
actively growing the CPG; and our County President (Colonel Robert Coate) has 
been busy throughout the year visiting units, and in recruiting Area Presidents.  

Our thanks go to all those who have helped us in London, in the South-West and 
in Bridgwater, in our County and in Devizes, and to our fellow CPGs in the 
Region.  Best wishes to all from Wiltshire! 

 

 

Wiltshire 

 

Fundraising and Charity Lunches 

Mark Poun tai n  
Cha ir Wil ts hi re  CPG 

Ray Hinson receives his 1st Bar 
to his service medal 

Shirley Cox receiving her Hours 
Award from Wiltshire's High Sheriff, 

David Hempleman-Adams 

 
Colin Tonge (Left) and 

Stacey Vickery (Far Right) 
receive their 6-Year 

Certificates, while Jan 
Baker (Centre) receives 
her Hours Award from 

David Hempleman-
Adams, former Chair of 

CPG Wiltshire 
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Avon 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Order of St John and NHSBT honour Organ Donors 

After the retirement of Dr Nicholas Hooper as County President, it fell to me as a recently appointed 
Chair to run the ceremony held on the 13th October 2016 to “Honour those who have given the most 
generous gift of life or hope through Organ Donation”. This was held at the SJA County HQ Raleigh 
Road, in Bristol. This was a joint venture with NHSBT as described in the title of our invitations as “The 
Order of St John in alliance with National Health Service Blood and Transplant”. 

I received complete cooperation and much help from the NHSBT team based in Exeter under Rachel 
Stoddard-Murden and we followed a course that I had seen in 2015. This year there were no less than 
12 families who wished to attend amounting to 44 persons in all.   

Our partners placed the names of the family on each table.  We provided the venue and one 
presentation medal for each family. I organised a caterer for tea and cakes funded by the NHSBT. We 
set out the largest room in the HQ with a table and chairs for each family facing a table upon which was 
draped the St John flag and on top of which we placed 12 medals in open boxes. The Secretary of Avon 
CPG, Nora Ford placed a small floral arrangement on each of the 12 tables, and at the end of the 
ceremony, we invited each family to take the arrangement home with them. 

Rachel welcomed the families and I followed her and explained the purpose of the award. Any family 
can receive their award by post without attending the ceremony and so I thanked them for their decision 
to agree attending the ceremony in person. There were present, in addition to the Secretary and myself, 
the recently appointed County President for Avon, His Honour Graham Hulme Jones, and the District 
Manager Karen Brooks and a number of uniformed SJA volunteers. 

An NHSBT representative, a uniformed SJA volunteer and myself then went to each table in turn, spoke 
to the family and presented a medal to them. Our partner provided a photographer at the ceremony who 
was able to provide each family, if they so wished, with a record of their presentation. We moved from 
table to table presenting the medals and the remaining SJA and NHSBT personnel visited each table to 
talk to the families and assisted in serving refreshments. The feedback we received was very positive 
and it seems that all were pleased with the format of the ceremony that had avoided the necessity of 
each family choosing one of its members to go and receive the medal formally from the facing 
presentation table. No family regretted coming and we received thanks from each.   

 

Simon  Darwall  Smit h  
Cha ir Avon  CPG 
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Having been involved with St John since 
2009, I was most surprised and honoured 
to be appointed to this role in 2013.  Much 
of what the Presidents’ Handbook says 
about the role is useful, but actually the 
individual has to develop it to suit the 
demographics of their particular area and 
the needs of all the interested parties. And 
of course this has to take account of the 
fact that our areas are County wide 
whereas St John now operates on a 
District basis, which is not co-terminus with 
counties. 

I quickly realised that without establishing 
a relationship with the Units there really 
was no role for a County President.  After 
all, they are the lifeblood of our 

organisation. I now have a rolling programme and visit every Unit at least annually, although inevitably I 
end up visiting some more often to attend events such as Award Ceremonies. I can also offer support to, or 
act as a listening ear for, the Unit Manager and their teams, and can sometimes pick up areas of concern, 
which I share with our District Manager.   I am even used as a casualty – what fun!   Sometimes on a dark 
winter’s evening the thought of driving across Dorset to visit a Unit is hard:  but once there I never fail to be 
uplifted by the enthusiasm and commitment of our members, and our younger members are always 
particularly inspiring.  There can be no greater thrill than seeing the little Badgers’ enthusiasm at an Award 
Ceremony! 

My other duties relate to being an Ambassador for SJA within the community, and one area, which is very 
dear to my heart, is the annual Organ Donor Event.  I work closely with the NHS Blood and Transplant Unit 
and meet families whose loved ones have died but they have donated an organ to help others.  We are 
fortunate to have the support of our Lord Lieutenant in Dorset for this event and others.  

Developing a good working relationship with our District Manager is another important part of the role. I am 
also Deputy Chairman of the County Priory Group (CPG) and endeavour to be a link between the Group 
and the Units.  It is not always easy for the Units to understand the role of the CPG so I include this in any 
talk I give to the Units at my visit. 

As a member of the Honours and Awards committee, I encourage the Units to nominate members for 
Awards and contribute to Fundraising matters.   

I am also involved with the annual County Carol Service and, when other commitments permit, attend 
conferences and meetings outside of the County. 

The one overriding thing in the last 3 years that I have learned is that the community in Dorset has a 
valuable resource in SJA and sometimes we do tend to hide our light under a bushel. I would very much 
like to see more engagement with education, local industry and commerce in promoting the value of our 
wonderful organisation.  Perhaps something for 2017 

 
Carol  Lawre nce-Parr 

Coun ty Pr es iden t Do rse t 
Depu ty Chair  Dorse t  CPG 

What does the County President see as her role? 

Dorset 
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Some 2017 Dates for your Diary 

Sunday 10th December 

Carol Service 

St Cuthbert’s, Wells 3pm 

Sunday 9th July 

St John Day Service 

St Mary’s, Plympton 3pm 

Sunday 10th December 

Carol Service 

Venue tba 

 Tiverton 

October date tba 

NHSBT Event 

Exeter Area 

Sunday 29th October 

South District Development / 
Presentation Day 

Matford, Exeter 

Closing dates for Nominations 
(PHAC) to the Order 

10 March 2017 
10 July 2017 
10 September 2017 

 

Contact Details for CPG Chairs in the South West 

Avon     Simon Darwall Smith s.darwallsm@gmail.com   01761 462 333  

Cornwall    Bob Sturland  robert.sturland@btinternet.com   01362 211 938 

Devon     Roger Jacob  kernow@rwjacob.free-online.co.uk  01271 344 021 

Dorset     Stephen Frost  stephenf@frostandcompant.co.uk  01212 840 225 

Gloucestershire Lady Jane Walker dipost@btinternet.com    01452 770 713 

Somerset    John Roberts  johnandsandraroberts@googlemail.com  01460 241 946  

Wiltshire    Mark Pountain mk.pountain@btinternet.com   07985 371 791 

Since compiling this Newsletter the Revd Canon Paul Denby has retired as Chancellor and 
his place has been taken by Michael Messinger. CPG Chairs and their colleagues in the SW 
wish to place on record their grateful thanks to Paul Denby for his leadership and 
stewardship as Chancellor especially through a period of significant change in our 
organisation. 
We wish him well for the future. We also wish to extend a very warm welcome to Mick 
Messinger who we know will positively support CPGs in their work. He has been associated 
with St John for many years and we are fortunate to have him at the helm. 
Finally, I feel it is appropriate to place on record our grateful thanks to Ron Powell (CPG 
Somerset) who has provided the IT know-how in compiling this newsletter. His commitment 
and IT software skills are superb and second to none. Thank you Ron.     
Roger Jacob CStJ MCMI 
Chair of CPG Chairs (SW). 


