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Prior, it’s been seven months 
since you succeeded as the 
fourth Prior of the Priory of 
England and the Islands. What 
would you say have been the 
highlights of the past few 
months here at St John? 
A delightful question on which 
to start – thank you. My greatest 
pleasure has been to meet so many 
of our volunteers, of all ages, but 
specifically our younger volunteers 
who represent such a positive 
reflection of the quality of young 
people in this country, giving their 
time and effort in the service of 
others. In that respect, I was thrilled 
by the opportunity to hear first-hand 
of some of the more exceptional 
endeavours in the ‘Every Day Heroes’ 
awards, and to marvel at the selfless 
and dedicated acts that some first 
aiders will commit for other people, 
sometimes family, often complete 
strangers, resulting in lives saved by 
first aid training. On a more personal 
note, I cannot deny the pleasure in 
experiencing the grand traditions 
and ceremony of being installed as 
Prior in the Priory Church of St John, 
and made Knight of the Order by His 
Royal Highness The Grand Prior.

Have there been any 
disappointments or regrets that 
you can share with our readers? 
It was naturally disappointing that 
we lost both a Bailiff Grand Cross 
and a Dame Grand Cross in my first 
weeks after installation – Professor 
Jonathan Riley-Smith and Lady 
Moyra Browne were both quite 
extraordinary people who had each 
contributed an immense amount to 

the Order of St John over very many 
years, and it is difficult to imagine 
seeing their like again – but, of 
course, we will – such is the nature of 
our enduring Order.

As Prior, what would you say are 
your 3 greatest challenges for the 
forthcoming year? 
It is inevitable that what I predict 
now will not turn out to have been 
the greatest challenges by year 
end. Certainly the events of 2016 
exemplify the unpredictable nature 
of life. However, the stresses upon 
the NHS are having an impact upon 
us, but I would like to turn that 
around, and am liaising with senior 
figures in government and medicine 
to see how St John Ambulance can 
be part of the solution, reflecting 
how we have been able to help 
in times of need throughout our 
history. Secondly, amidst numerous 
concurrent external economic 
challenges, we must re-establish a 
sound base for fundraising across 
the country, in the counties, and in 
our regions, ensuring that the man 
or woman on the street understands 
why they will want to donate 
preferentially to our great charity. 
Thirdly, building upon the last 
comment, to expand our charitable 
output to great causes such as the 
RISE project, and others where our 
contribution can help the lives of 
others. 

If you could sum up your 
philosophy for life in one or two 
sentences what would it be? 
It is corny and often repeated, 
but I genuinely believe in putting 

the maximum into every day, and 
thereby extracting the most out of 
each day. I am however aware that 
the energy that I put into life can 
impact upon those around me – 
cartoons have even be drawn to that 
effect – so I do have insight……

It is a great honour and privilege 
to be able to invest people into 
the Order of St John on behalf of 
Her Majesty The Queen but also 
a huge responsibility. Can you 
share with us how you personally 
manage that very high level of 
responsibility? 
I was privileged to spend some years 
as Honorary Surgeon to Her Majesty 
The Queen, in which one has a role 
as Equerry at state occasions such as 
investitures. How can one not learn 
from the very best in the business? 
Her Majesty clearly takes great 
pleasure in meeting and spending 
time talking with each person whom 
she invests – I can honestly say that 
it is a huge treat to greet and enjoy 
a few minutes talking with each of 
the investees. It is a huge honour to 
do this on behalf of Her Majesty, and 
I humbly try my best to emulate her 
generous and caring approach to 
this solemn but enjoyable occasion. 

The Prior has an extremely busy 
role. Do you have any tips for 
readers on how to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle balance?  
Oh dear, I do hope that I do maintain 
a healthy lifestyle balance! Simply, 
I enjoy myself, and am lucky that 
I do so. I have a wonderful family 
and personal life, and try to extend 
that pleasure into my professional 
environment, and I do believe that 
such an attitude to life can keep one 
feeling healthy. I suspect that the 
passion for sailing that I share with 
my wife helps us to keep physically 
fit, along with a healthy diet – but 
perhaps that’s the doctor talking?

What do you think is the 
contemporary role of the Priory?
We have a long and rich history, 
and my career in the Royal Navy 
reinforces the importance of learning 
from our past. Taking some of our 
enduring traditions forwards into the 
future allows us to remember the 
values that have served to sustain 
us for so long, the reason why our 
Order sustains and re-invents itself 
over and again. To know that the 

care provided by the Hospitallers 
in the 11th and 12th Centuries 
introduced healthcare practices only 
rediscovered by modern medicine 
in the 18th & 19th centuries should 
inspire us to continue to meet those 
highest standards of care today. 

During the past seven months 
have there been any humorous 
incidents that you can share with 
us? 
It was great privilege to have been 
granted a Coat of Arms by the Earl 
Marshal of England, the design 
drafted to reflect my life. With a 
name such as mine, it is unsurprising 
that I have a lion rampant as the 
focal point of the shield, and in the 
blood red colour of the Royal Naval 
Medical Service, against wavy blue 
and white lines of the sea. Proud as I 
was to have this banner presented at 
my installation to His Royal Highness 
the Grand Prior, I was unprepared for 
his sense of humour when he asked 
me if my coat of arms was designed 
to reflect the name of my local pub 
‘The Red Lion’….. I can also say that 
it has caused me great humour to 
watch the mice watching me whilst 
I work in my office in St John’s Gate 
carefully negotiating the mouse 
traps, in a manner worthy of cartoon 
characters. That the valuables in  
St John’s Gate prohibit acquiring a  
St John’s cat, reminiscent of Downing 
Street, is another disappointment!

And finally, if you could be 
granted three wishes for St John 
what would they be?
Your questions have not yet given 
me opportunity to thank the 
wonderful people of St John for the 
quite extraordinarily warm reception 
that I have received. I can only 
wish that the generosity, kindness 
and care shown to everyone by 
trustees, executives, employed staff, 
volunteers throughout the country, 
and all of those others who support 
our great endeavour be sustained 
throughout my tenure in office and 
beyond. In return, I will do my best to 
support all of these splendid people. 
Beyond that, I simply hope that I can 
do justice to the great responsibility 
that I have inherited. 

Thank you Prior.

The Priory News: 60 second interview
We are very pleased that the Prior, Surgeon Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE KStJ FRCR has kindly 
agreed to an exclusive sixty second interview for Priory News.



Welcome to our seventh 
edition of Priory News
Welcome to the Winter edition of Priory News 
and a belated Happy New Year to our readers. 
It’s always difficult to know when to stop 
wishing people a Happy New Year….so please 
excuse me if I’m a little late. 

Last year was a very busy year for the Order 
of St John with the installation of a new Lord 
Prior, Prelate and Sub Prior. Here at the Priory, 
the installation of our own new Prior, Surgeon 
Rear Admiral Lionel Jarvis CBE took place in 
October and was reported in the last edition 
of Priory News. 

We are pleased to learn that former Chief 
Volunteer Michael Messinger has been 
appointed as our new Priory Chancellor 
and takes up his duties at the beginning of 
February 2017. We wish Mick every success in 
his new role and look forward to working with 
him during his tenure. 

During 2016 CPGs went from strength 
to strength thanks to the hard work and 
commitment of CPG Chairs and Members. 
CPGs have now established themselves within 
St John and are making an important and 
valued contribution to the work of the charity. 
There are now over 500 CPG members and 42 
fully functioning groups. 

I suspect that 2017 is going to be another 
busy, but enjoyable year for us here at the 
Priory. As you will know at the last National 
CPG Seminar in October 2016, a review of the 
Priory was launched and will underpin the 
formulation of our new five year strategic plan. 

As this edition of Priory News goes to press 
every CPG has been invited to contribute to a 
comprehensive on line consultation exercise 
seeking opinions and thoughts from people 
on a wide range of Priory activities. We will 
keep readers updated as the review exercise 
continues throughout the year….this is a great 
opportunity for us all to contribute to the 
development of our strategic plan for the next 
five years.

Thanks to all our contributors who have 
made this a packed and really interesting 
edition of Priory News. Please continue to send 
us your news stories and interesting photos 
using the new submission form which seems 
to be working well.

I will be out and about again very soon 
and look forward to catching up with readers 

throughout the country 
during the next few 
months.

Tony Shepherd 
Head of Priory and County 
Priory Group Affairs

The Reverend Canon Dr Mark Pryce 
MStJ appointed as Queen’s Chaplain 
Her Majesty The Queen has been pleased to appoint The 
Reverend Canon Dr Mark Pryce MStJ as Queen’s Chaplain,  
from 3rd January 2017. 

Mark is Chaplain of St John West 
Midlands and a member of West Midlands 
County Priory Group. He holds this 
appointment in addition to his other 
ministries, remaining as Bishop’s Adviser 
for Clergy Continuing Ministerial Education 
in Birmingham Diocese and as Honorary 
Canon of Birmingham Cathedral. 

This is a personal appointment by The 
Sovereign and Mark becomes a member of 
the College of Queen’s Chaplains overseen 
by the Clerk of the Closet, currently the 
Right Revd James Newcombe, Bishop of 
Carlisle. 

He will be one of some thirty-four 
Queen’s Chaplains in England. As a 
member of Her Majesty’s Ecclesiastical 

Household he will wear the scarlet livery 
and silver-gilt badge of office. There are ten 
Queen’s Chaplains in Scotland. 

In addition to prayer for the Sovereign, 
the Queen’s Chaplains preach in turn at 
services at the Chapel Royal, St James’s 
Palace, on a system known as “The Rota 
of Waits”. Chaplains are invited to be in 
attendance at the Queen’s Garden Parties. 

Mark is delighted to accept this 
appointment as a way of serving the 
Sovereign and promoting the excellent 
work and profound values of St John in 
Birmingham city region and beyond. •

The Reverend Canon Dr Mark Pryce MstJ



Lincolnshire County Priory Group 
Carols at the Castle

The magnificent Vanburgh 
Hall at Grimsthorpe Castle, 
Nr Stamford, Lincolnshire 
was the venue for the annual 
Lincolnshire County Priory 
Group (CPG) Carol Service.

Over 100 people attended the event which 
was a fund raiser for St John Ambulance in 
Lincolnshire. The CPG are grateful to Baroness 
Willoughby de Eresby for allowing them to 
use this wonderful venue for this annual 
event against the back drop of a log fire. 

Stamford Brass provided the musical 
accompaniment for the carols and Lincoln 
Harmony, a male Barber Shop group, also 
performed for the guests, breaking up 
a programme of traditional carols and 
readings. The County Chaplin The Reverend 
Andy Hawes gave the address and CPG 
Chair Louise Mumford spoke about the work 
of St John in the county during the year. 
Canapes, mince pies and wine followed and 
the event was a wonderful reminder to all of 
the importance of community and the true 
meaning of Christmas. •

Louise Mumford

The County Priory Group arranged for 
an official opening to take place on 23 
June 2016 by HRH The Princess Royal 
and attended by the Lord-Lieutenant Sir 
Hugh Duberly , High Sherriff Sir David & 
Lady Arculus together with The Chair of 
Cambridgeshire County Council, His worship 
the Mayor of Cambridge and members of the 
Regional Management Team led by St John 
Ambulance Regional Director Bruce Leeke.

The building was named “The Goodman 
Centre” in memory of Anne Goodman who 
was a strong supporter and instrumental 
in setting up the Youth Units throughout 
the County. Anne’s son and daughter were 
presented with a Long Service Award 
recognising her tremendous commitment.

Her Royal Highness took this opportunity 

to speak with many of those present 
including the Youth Members, prior to 
unveiling a commemorative plaque, 
delivering a short address and receiving a 
posy of flowers.

The NHSBT Organ Donation Presentation 
for Cambridgeshire held on 24th October 
was hosted by his Worship the Mayor of 
Peterborough at the Town Hall and attended 
by The Lord-Lieutenant Sir Hugh Duberly, 
and Representatives of NHSBT Management 
Team and County Priory Group.

12 Families attended and a total of 63 
guests were present. The Lord-Lieutenant 
spoke to each family and presented them 
with their certificates and badges. It was 
very moving to see the 11 year old grandson 
of one donor received their certificate and 

Badge on behalf of the family.
The 2016 Cadet of the Year receiving his 

Grand Priors Award from Ivan Palmer Chair of 
the County Priory Group and Deputy County 
President at Peterborough Town Hall.

The County Priory Group (CPG) for 
Cambridgeshire found 2016 a very active 
and rewarding year, containing a variety 
of activities ranging from members 
presenting Grand Prior Trophy Awards to 
Cadets to mounting a Royal opening for a 
new building, together with arranging the 
presentation of a 100 year service certificate 
to a Unit and the annual NHSBT awards.

Ivan Palmer – Chair, Cambridgeshire County 
Priory Group. •

2016 - A Year to Remember at 
Cambridge County Priory Group
Following the acquisition and adaption of a new building in Cambridge, a number of St John 
Ambulance Units moved into the new premises which provides light and airy accommodation as 
well as a range of additional facilities. 

A Cadet from St John Ambulance, Royston Unit presenting a posy of flowers to HRH The Princess 
Royal – St John Ambulance Commandant in Chief (Youth) supported by Cambridgeshire County 
Priory Group Chair Ivan Palmer.

A cake cutting ceremony took place on 24th October by the Lord-Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire 
Sir Hugh Duberly CBE and Mayor David Saunders. Also in the photograph are members of the NHS 
Blood and Transplant and County Priory Group Teams.



Do you know about 
the Priory Church – 
Clerkenwell ?
The Priory Church (St John’s Square) hosts 
Investitures and Services for the Order of 
St John.

The Church itself has been rebuilt many times (most 
recently following heavy bombing in the Second World War) 
but it was built on the site of the original Round Church built 
by the Knights of St John and consecrated in 1185. The Crypt 
of the original church remains intact.

The church isn’t open to the public, but it can be visited via 
a guided tour from the St John’s Museum in St John’s Lane. •

Hertfordshire Organ Donors Honoured 
For Saving Lives 
Four people in Hertfordshire 
have received the Order of 
St John Award for Organ 
Donation, organised in 
conjunction with NHS Blood 
and Transplant, which was 
given posthumously to their 
families and loved ones in 
recognition of the wonderful 
gift of life that their loved ones 
had given to others. 

The ceremony was held at The 
Hertfordshire Golf and Country Club in 
Broxbourne on 6 November 2016, with the 
awards presented by Her Majesty’s Lord-
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, The Countess of 
Verulam. 

Hundreds of families received the award 
at regional ceremonies held across the UK 
between September and December 2016. 
The awards recognise the 1,364 people who 
donated their organs after death last year, 
leading to thousands of patients’ lives being 
saved or transformed. 

People recognised at the Hertfordshire 
ceremony included: 

•	 Lesley	Ford	from	Letchworth	Garden	City	
who received the award on behalf of her 
son, Daniel Ward; 

•	 Sally	Sloane	from	Whitwell	who	received	
the award on behalf of her father-in-law, 
Robert Sloane 

•	 Karen	Smith	who	received	the	award	on	
behalf of her son, Joshua Levy

Those people who received their awards by 
post included: 
•	 Paula	Johnson	from	Hemel	Hempstead	

who received the award on behalf of her 
mother, Kathleen Johnson. 

Brian Wingate, Chair of the Hertfordshire 
County Priory Group said: “We’re delighted 
to be able to work with NHS Blood and 

Transplant to organise the Organ Donor 
Awards for a fourth year and to meet the 
inspirational families attending today’s 
ceremony. Organ donation can clearly save 
lives and it is a genuine privilege to be able 
to say thank you to these families, whose 
loved ones have already donated their 
organs to assist others. 

Sally Johnson, Director of Organ Donation 
and Transplantation at NHS Blood and 
Transplant, said: “The sense of pride families 
feel at these ceremonies is truly inspirational. 
Everyone I have spoken to is glad that their 
relative was able to be an organ donor. 
Families take great comfort from knowing 
that their loved one went on to save and 
improve the lives of desperately ill people.

“Transplant patients tell us that organ 
donors and their families are heroes. This 
award is a chance for us all to recognise 
their bravery and generosity. We hope 
these awards will inspire other people in 
Hertfordshire to tell their families they want 
to be an organ donor.” 

The award features the organ donation 
heart logo backed by the Maltese Cross 
above the words ‘add life, give hope’. •

CPG Chair Brian Wingate, Paige Preedy (Regional Cadet of the 
Year, East of England), HM Lord-Lieutenant of Hertfordshire - 
The Countess of Verulam and Dr Sarah Coffey JP, DL, County 
President, Hertfordshire. 

The Museum is urgently looking for a grand piano for the Priory Church
This will enable us to host a great range of charitable concerts and fundraising events in support of the 

museum, St John Ambulance and the St John Eye Hospital.

If you or anyone you know is currently looking for a home for their piano, please let us know by contacting 

Juliet Barclay via email Juliet.barclay@sja.org.uk or by telephone 020 7324 4076.



Tribute to four St John Ambulance  
First World War casualties 
The Cheshire County Priory 
Group (CPG) was invited 
to unveil a plaque in The 
Municipal Buildings in Crewe 
to honour the memory of four 
Crewe Division members of the 
St John Ambulance Brigade.

The men lost their lives when HMS 
Formidable was sunk by a torpedo from a 
German submarine in the English Channel 
on 1st January 1915. 

Twins John and Henri Villiers-Russell, 
Albert Edward Kinlay and James Burnell are 
commemorated on a new plaque kindly 
donated by Bentley Motors and crafted by 
apprentices in their woodwork shop. The 
plaque was unveiled by Barbara Smith DStJ 
and Yvonne Albon DStJ on 7th January 
exactly one hundred and two years after the 

twins were buried in Coppenhall Cemetery, 
Crewe. The bodies of Albert and James were 
never recovered.

Also attending the ceremony were The 
Mayor of Cheshire East Cllr Olivia Hunter, 
members of the Crewe Branch of the Royal 
Naval Association and Crewe Historical 
Society. 

The twins were employed in the Joiners 
shop of the Locomotive Works in Crewe. 
Both were prominent in Primitive Methodist 
circles and together they ran the Sunday 
School at Henry Street chapel. In addition 
John and Henri were members of the St John 
Ambulance Brigade and the Royal Navy Sick 
Berth Reserve. At that time the Division was 
based in Chetwode Street, Crewe where the 
men were “drilled and trained in First Aid.” 

During the work’s annual holiday in 
1914 the twins together with Albert and 
James joined HMS Formidable as sick berth 
attendants for training purposes but a few 

days later war was declared and none of the 
four ever returned home again. 

The new plaque replaces one from 1994 
which caused a considerable debate within 
the Historical Society culminating in a new 
book “The Villiers-Russell Twins” written by 
Mark Potts and Tony Marks and published by 
Mpire Books. The profits from the sales of the 
book will be used to install a Defibrillator in 
Crewe Town Centre dedicated to the men 
and St John Ambulance. 

Mark and Tony are continuing to research 
the project, including help from the St John 
Museum, and are keen to locate any St John 
records about the men and the early years of 
the Division. 

The new Defibrillator will mean that these 
four St John Ambulance Brigade men are, 
even over a hundred years later, still involved 
in potentially saving lives in furtherance of 
the aims of The Order of St John. •

Photos courtesy  John Royal, Crewe Camera Club

The Order of St John Award for Organ Donation 
Ceremony – Worcestershire and Warwickshire 
The 2016 Organ Donor 
awards for Worcestershire and 
Warwickshire were hosted by 
the Worcestershire County 
Priory Group (CPG) this year 
with the event being held at 
the Worcestershire County 
Cricket Club, New Road, 
Worcester on the evening of 
17th November 2016.  

There were 13 recipients from both 
counties with the awards being made by 
both of Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenants; 
Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Holcroft LVO OBE 
from Worcestershire and Mr Tim Cox CStJ 
from Warwickshire. The Lord-Lieutenants 
were hosted by their respective CPG Chairs 

Major General (Retd) Mark Armstrong and 
Colonel (Retd) Bob Carruthers TD. 

Each family was accompanied by a host 
who looked after them for the evening 
and introduced the recipient to the Lord-
Lieutenants as they moved from table to 
table. Families were also paired up in order 
to provide support between families. The 
hosts included Sir Nicholas Lechmere Bt, the 
High Sheriff for Worcestershire, members of 
St John Ambulance, Malvern Rotary Club and 
local volunteers – all of the hosts said how 
rewarding they found the whole experience. 
There were also representatives from the 
NHS trusts who moved between tables in 
order to engage with the families. 

Families and hosts were briefed on 
proceedings ahead of the arrival of the 
arrival of HM Lord-Lieutenants by Cathy 
Armstrong, Secretary of the Worcestershire 

CPG. A short welcome was made by Chair of 
the Worcestershire CPG and once the final 
awards had been made an address of thanks 
was given by Ms Chris Clarke on behalf 
of the Worcestershire NHS Trust. This was 
followed by a minute’s silence followed by an 
opportunity for families to have photographs 
taken with the Lord-Lieutenants; 
refreshments in the form of canapés and 
petit fours were served. 

Thanks must go to Worcestershire County 
Cricket Club for providing the venue 
free of charge and to the Worcestershire 
Ambassadors who supplemented the 
grant from NHSBT to cover the cost of the 
refreshments. •

Barbara Smith DStJ unveiling the new plaque 
commemorating the four Crewe Division members. 
Barbara has been associated with the Crewe Unit for over 
seventy years.

Left to Right: Royal Naval Association Representative, Mayor - Cheshire East Cllr 
Olivia Hunter, Barbara Smith DStJ, Yvonne Albon DStJ, Deputy Mayor - Crewe 
Town Coucil Mrs Yates, Deputy Mayor - Nantwich Town Council Rev Ken Sambrook, 
Chair Cheshire CPG - Barrie Davies, Royal Naval Association Representative. Tony Marks, Author and Mark Potts, Author.



St John Fellowship  
in Essex

Essex are fortunate to 
have four fellowship 
branches and are 
actively seeking to 
increase that number.

Its members bring a huge 
amount of value to the 
organisation and actively support 
CPG activities across the county. 

Anyone interested in joining or starting a fellowship branch 
should contact our Essex County Fellowship Representative -  
Keith Allen on (01376) 323925 or via e-Mail at  
allen3839@talktalk.net

Current Branches are: 
Braintree & Bocking, Chelmsford & District, Sandon (Pitsea) and we 
also have an Essex County Branch. •

47 Years with St John

Valerie served as a cadet in the 1960’s, joining 
the unit based at Trinity Road School. At 18 
she moved on to be the youngest volunteer 
in the country to run a cadet unit and in 2007 
she took a leading role in providing first aid 
training to schools in Essex.

Valerie Morris is pictured here accepting her 7th Bar reflecting 47 years with St John from 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Essex, Lord Petre.

Highlights from Cornwall 
County Priory Group (CPG) 
In October the Cornwall CPG not only hosted a very 
successful Order of St John Award for Organ Donation 
ceremony in the St John Truro Unit involving Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant, Col Edward Bolitho but they also held 
the annual service of Thanksgiving and Rededication led 
by St John County Chaplain, Canon Peter Walker at Truro 
Methodist Church. The service was supported by the 
Chairman of Cornwall Council and the Deputy Mayor  
of Truro.

This occasion allowed the presentation of numerous awards for volunteers by  
St John County President, Major Charles Edward-Collins. Among the highlights was 
the award of a 100-year certificate for Truro Unit and a number of service medals, 
bars and an Oak Leaf to St John volunteers from across the County. Very sadly, earlier 
in 2016 the CPG lost its longstanding Hospital representative, Tim Parr who died 
suddenly aged 89 years. He will be missed greatly. •

Truro 100 years: Anthony Waters, Jay Fox (National Cadet of the Year), 
Gregg Lean, Michael Morley - flag bearer, Mrs Anne Kerridge - County 
Council Chair, Rachel Keast and Jane Le Page.

Service medals: Major Charles Edward-Collins - County President, Jane Le 
Page, Anthony Waters, Micheal Morley – flag bearer, Gregg Lean,
Mrs Anne Kerridge - County Council Chair, Matt Jobe and Roger Cook.

County Priory Group Member Professor Ian Greaves 
appointed new Chief Medical Officer
Congratulations to Professor Ian Greaves has been appointed the new Chief 
Medical Officer for St John Ambulance. Ian has been a County Priory Group 
(CPG) member in the north east since 2014 and has a wealth of experience in 
the fields of Emergency Medicine and Pre-Hospital Care. 



Members of Bournebrook Youth Services Unit with the HM Deputy Lieutenant for the West 
Midlands, Col Heidi Doughty and the Regional Cadet of the Year all of whom assisted in proceedings 
with the Regional Cadet of the Year assisting in the presentation of the awards.

West Midlands Order of St John Award 
for Organ Donation Ceremony 2016
The Order of St John Award 
for Organ Donation, run in 
conjunction with NHS Blood 
and Transplant, was presented 
posthumously to the families 
of loved ones who saved 
or improved people’s lives 
through organ donation 
during 2015/16. 

In the year, there were 1364 organ 
donations saving thousands of lives. Forty 
two of those donations were in the West 
Midlands and the families of 23 donors who 
gave the ultimate ‘gift of life’ chose to receive 
the award personally at a private award 
ceremony held in Birmingham on 25th 
October 2016. The awards were presented by 

Her Majesty’s Deputy Lieutenant for the West 
Midlands, Col Doughty OBE TD OStJ DL. 

The awards, displaying the words ‘add life, 
give hope’ and certificates of recognition 
were presented to each family group by the 
Deputy Lieutenant who attended them at 
their tables with quiet words and sincere 
thanks for the great gift of life that their loved 
ones had made. 

Keith Hunter, Chair of the West Midlands 
Metropolitan County Priory Group opened 
the evening by expressing how immensely 
proud the Order of St John was to instigate 
the Award to recognise the act of organ 
donation. After the presentation of awards 
the Rev. Canon Mark Pryce, County Chaplain 
led CPG members, local SJA cadets and 
guests in “readings from family letters” – a 
moving tribute from letters sent by donor 
recipients and their families, whose lives 

had been saved or dramatically changed by 
organ donation. After an address from HM 
Deputy Lieutenant the evening closed with 
a one minute silence to honour all who had 
donated organs so that others could live. 

Speaking afterwards Keith Hunter said: 
“We’re delighted to be able to work with 
NHS Blood and Transplant to organise the 
Organ Donor Awards for a fourth year. Organ 
donation saves lives and it is also vitally 
important to say thank you to the families 
whose loved ones donated their organs to 
save others”. With around three people dying 
every day due to the shortage of donated 
organs, donors and their families have carried 
out an inspirational act to help others to 
live. We hope the example they have set 
will encourage many more to follow in their 
footsteps and become organ donors.” •

(L-R) Reverend Canon Mark Pryce (County Chaplain), Alan Grigg (Area President), Elizabeth Watts (CPG Fellowship member), Mark Worton (CPG Member), Col. Heidi Doughty (HM Deputy Lieutenant for the West 
Midlands), Paul Bytheway (CPG Member), Dr. Lucilla Butler (CPG Hospital representative), John Mills (County Vice President), Steven Liggins (CPG Events Organiser) and Keith Hunter (CPG Chair).

HM Deputy Lieutenant Col Heidi Doughty with St John volunteers at the Order of St John Award for 
Organ Donation ceremony.



Malvern St John Ambulance 
Celebrates 100 Years of Service
On a bright and sunny 
November morning the 
St John Ambulance unit in 
Malvern celebrated its 100 year 
anniversary with a service of 
thanksgiving and rededication 
at the Priory Church in Great 
Malvern. 

With over 125 people in the congregation 
the event was well supported both within 
Malvern and the wider St John community, 
with plenty of smart uniforms on show. 
Leading the dignitaries was Her Majesty’s 
Deputy Lieutenant for Worcestershire Dr 
Umesh Udeshi DL, followed by the High 
Sheriff, Sir Nicholas Lechmere Bt, the Chair of 
CPG Major General (Retd) Mark Armstrong 
and the St John District Manager Mark 
Dudfield. There was also a strong civic 
representation with the Mayor of Malvern, 
Councillor Cynthia Palmer, Chairman 

Worcestershire County Council, Councillor 
Tony Miller, and the Chairman Malvern Hills 
District Council, Councillor John Raine.

The service was led by the Vicar of Great 
Malvern Priory, Reverend Canon John Barr, 
ably supported by the Reverend John Davis 
MBE KStJ, who in his inimitable, informative, 
educational and humorous address not only 
covered the history of the Order of  
St John, but also the founding and history 
of the Malvern Unit back to its formation 
at the height of the Great War, through the 
support to walkers on the Malvern Hills and 
the numerous events within the County of 
Worcestershire and in particular at the Three 
Counties Showground. Lessons were read 
by the Chair of the CPG and the High Sheriff 
and a collection was taken for the St John of 
Jerusalem Eye Hospital. 

Following the service refreshments 
were served to all present which gave an 
opportunity for plenty of catching up and 
reminiscing. During the refreshments the 
Chair of the CPG and the District Manager 

presented the Malvern St John Ambulance 
Unit with its 100 year certificate which was 
accepted by Ann-Marie Robins on behalf of 
the Unit. 

It would be a major remiss not to mention 
Caryn Cox from the Malvern Unit who 
worked tirelessly to bring the whole event 
together; sending out the invitations, getting 
the order of service together and published, 
arranging the refreshments and a multitude 
of other tasks all of which epitomises the 
selfless service which Malvern St John 
Ambulance has given for 100 years. •

The High Sheriff reads the 2nd Lesson,  
the story of the Good Samaritan. Reverend John Davies gives the address. The standards lead the way.

The Mayor of Great Malvern and the Heads 
of the District and County Council in friendly 
discussion.

Ann-Marie Robins receives the 100 year certificate on behalf 
of the Malvern Unit from the Chair of the CPG and the District 
Manager.

St John Ambulance Cadets receive 
donation for new first aid equipment

On 23 March the Watford  
St John Ambulance Cadet unit 
held their annual presentation 
evening where they were 
delighted to demonstrate their 
new Resusci-Anne Manikin. 

The training Manikin was purchased with a 
generous donation of £708 made by County 
Councillors Stephen Giles-Medhurst and 
Mark Watkins from the Locality Budget fund. 

The manikin will be used for training so 
that cadets can practice delivering lifesaving 

Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation in case they 
are ever called upon to use this essential skill. 

Brian Wingate, Chair of the County 
Priory Group in Hertfordshire said: ‘This is a 
marvellous donation from the Councillors 
and we all extend them our sincere thanks 
for this gesture. The new Resusci-Anne 
Manikin will be invaluable for training our 
Cadets in CPR and ensuring that they can 
continue to be the difference between a 
life lost and a life saved at events and in the 
community.’ •

CPG Chair – Brian Wingate, Cadet Celina Gupta and 
Councillor Giles-Medhurst.



People from Surrey who saved 
lives through organ donation 
have been posthumously 
honoured at an awards 
ceremony.  

They received the Order of St John Award 
for Organ Donation, run in conjunction 
with NHS Blood and Transplant, which was 
posthumously given to their families and 
loved ones in recognition of their amazing 
gift of life to others. The private award 
ceremony was held at Guildford Guildhall 

on Thursday October 27 with the awards 
presented by Corrina, Lady Hamilton of 
Dalzell DStJ, one of Her Majesty’s Deputy 
Lieutenants of the county, in the presence of 
the Mayor of Guildford, Councillor  
Gordon Jackson. 

Those attending the ceremony in Guildford 
were: 
•	 Jennifer	Clarkson,	from	Epsom,	who	

received the award on behalf of her father 
Ade Williams 

•	 Gary	White,	from	Hersham,	who	received	
the award on behalf of his wife Claire White 

•	 Mark	Elliott,	from	Oxted,	who	received	the	
award on behalf of his son George Elliott 

•	 Valerie	Pearce,	from	Esher,	who	received	
the award on behalf of her son Jack Pearce 

•	 Bernadette	Hole,	from	Poole,	Dorset,	who	
received the award on behalf of her son 
Jacob Chapman 

•	 Kay	Bish,	from	Carshalton,	who	received	
the award on behalf of her husband 
Richard Bish 

•	 Charlie	Elliott,	from	Cranleigh,	who	

received the award on behalf of his father 
Simon Elliott 

•	 Michelle	Brincatt,	from	Fleet,	who	received	
the award on behalf of her mother Sylvia 
Ford 

•	 Gemma	Wickens,	from	Godalming,	who	
received the award on behalf of her 
mother Wendy White.
Tony Mallard, Chair of the local County 

Priory Group said: “We’re delighted to be able 
to welcome so many people to the historic 
Guildford Guildhall and to work with NHS 
Blood and Transplant to present the Order 
of St John Award for Organ Donation for a 
fourth year. “There are around 6500 people 
on the UK donor waiting list an in 2016 
around three people died every day due to 
the shortage of organ donors. “We hope the 
example set by the organ donors whose lives 
we are honouring today encourages many 
others to join the NHS Organ Donor Register 
– a process which takes just a few minutes 
online.”  •

Organ donors posthumously 
honoured at Guildford ceremony 

Mattie and Charlie Elliott, sons of Simon Elliott, with Corrina, 
Lady Hamilton of Dalzell.

Mike Gibbons - District Manager London West, Dr Tom Evans LVO QHP - Deputy CPG Chair (HAC), 
Paul Herbage MBE Greater London CPG - Chair, Chris Barnes, Claudio Cornini Deputy CPG Chair 
(Fundraising) and Chris Moth - District Manager London South. 

Greater London County Priory Group says  
“thank you” to Marathon Runner

Prior to its December meeting 
members of the Greater London 
Priory Group met with City Barrister, 
Chris Barnes in the Museum at  
St John’s Gate to thank him for 
raising over £2000 from sponsorship 
for running in the 2016 London 
Marathon which enabled replacement 
defibrillators to be obtained for two of 
London’s three St John Districts. 

The Group’s two Deputy Chairs are pictured handing 
the defibrillators to the respective St John District 
Managers. •

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 14 March 
National CPG Seminar – St John’s Gate at 10.00

Saturday 18 March 
Fellowship Annual General Meeting – Leamington Spa

Tuesday 4 April 
Priory Chapter Meeting – St John’s Gate at 10.30

Tuesday 4 April 
Investiture – Priory Church at 14.30

Monday 8 May 
Hospital Symposium – St John’s Gate. Time to be confirmed

Friday & Saturday June 23/24 
St John’s Day at St Paul’s Cathedral 



London unearths hidden  
heritage treasures 
The Greater London Priory Group has recently become aware of  
some hidden “treasures” which they are keen to share. 

St Paul’s Cathedral Memorial and 
First Aid Post

In the crypt of St Paul’s Cathedral there is 
a little-known St John Ambulance Memorial 
alongside Memorials to national figures 
like Nelson and Wellington. On a small wall 
plaque, there are the names of ten members 
of No1 District (Metropolitan Corps) St John 
Ambulance Brigade who died in the service 
of their country whilst serving the sick and 
wounded in South Africa during the war of 
1899-1902. The plaque was unveiled during 
a Service at the Cathedral on 31st May 1902 

by the Archdeacon of London. Next time you 
visit the Cathedral why not look for it?

Sadly, the national Boer War memorial 
unveiled by the Grand Prior in June 1902 in 
the Priory Church was destroyed in the Blitz 
on the night of 10/11 May 1941.

A further link with St Paul’s Cathedral has 
been uncovered it seems in 1898 a memorial 
First Aid Post – the Duncan Memorial station 
- was opened under the steps at the west 
end of the Cathedral. This post treated 2296 
casualties during its first year of operation. 
It is not known when this post ceased to be 

used but one London member recalls being 
stationed there for the Lord Mayor’s Show in 
1960.

City of London discover Epping 
Forest First Aid post 

Paul Herbage, Greater London CPG Chair 
was recently approached by a staff member 
of the 

City of London Corporation responsible for 
the management of Epping Forest for help in 

Identifying a green wooden hut that 
they had moved some years before when 
building a new visitor Centre next to the 
Queen Elizabeth hunting Lodge in the forest 
outside Chingford. They had been advised 
that it might have been used by St John 
Ambulance. The hut (pictured – see the 
space for the St John Ambulance roundel on 
the door.) has been used as a garden shed 
and store.

 Fortunately, it was recognised as the 
Forest First Aid Post that had been manned 
by SJA volunteers from Chingford (East 
London) from 1920s until the 1970s at 
weekends and bank holidays when many 
Londoners would travel out by train to take 
advantage of the Forest’s open spaces. (Paul 
remembered himself doing duty there as a 
Cadet in the mid-1960s).

A second Hut elsewhere in the Forest and 
staffed by volunteers from Walthamstow 
Division fell into disrepair and was 
demolished in the 1980s. Having discovered 
some of its history the City Corporation are 
asking if St John wants it back. All County 
Priory Group’s have recently been asked 
to review potential “heritage” items in their 
Counties but Greater London CPG wonder if 
anyone else has been presented with such a 
“large” problem. 

If you have any suggestions or ideas please 
contact Paul Herbage directly. •

Sussex Carol Service
(L) to (R) County President – Caroline Lucas, 
Sussex County Chaplain Revd Rupert Toovey, 
Priory Dean The Very Revd Nicholas Frayling, 
County Priory Group Chair Quenelda Avery



Councillor Hazel Stephenson - Lord Mayor of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Colonel Ian McKenzie, Northumbria County Priory Group Chair and on the 
far left, author of the letter, Tom Barnes. Also in the photograph are St John 
staff and volunteers and NHS Blood and Transplant staff.

A letter of 
thanks to 
Northumbria 
County Priory 
Group



Admissions and promotions
The Queen has been graciously pleased to sanction the following Promotions in, and 
Admissions to, the Most Venerable Order of The Hospital of St John of Jerusalem

As Knight
Ian James Dudson CBE
Ralph James Marshall JP
Dr Andrew Charles Parmley
 
As Commander
Brian Roy Heron-Edmends
Lieutenant General Louis Patrick Lillywhite 

CB MBE
Judith Kathleen Wright
       
As Officer 
Jacqueline Anne Dodd
Howard John Dodge
Ann Christine Maycock
Dr Philip Peter O’Donnell
Jacqueline Stenner
Trevor Butler Vaughan MBE
   
As Member
Jean-Pierre Ball

Graham Albert James Bees  
Jennifer Jane Best
Mark Desmond Bowden
Belinda Sharon Buxton  
Lisa Marie Clarke  
Christopher Stephen Clare  
Jamie Lee Cocksedge
Alexander Sebastian Quentin Davies                                                                                                
Paula Davies
Claire Louise Dominy
Alderman & Sheriff Peter Kenneth Estlin      
Patrick James Graham  
Gladys Hatt
Stephen Richard Hines
Hannah Jane Kirk
David Lewis MBE JP
Christopher James Levis
Victoria Elizabeth Moore 
Susan Pauline Mudd 
Joshua James Muir
Karl William Noonan

Kim Parker   
Dr James John Penton
Sandra Kathleen Potts
Rees Michael Pritchard 
Gary Robertson
Natalie Jane Rudd    
Alderman & Sheriff William Anthony 

Bowater Russell
Suzanne Jane Sieger
Pauline Elizabeth Sprague 
Debra Claire Starbuck
Matthew Stevens
Anthony Charles Gareth Walters JP   
Cameron Robert Warren

Care to contribute to Priory News?
If you have news which you would like to see included in future issues please remember that a short submission, with a clear photograph 
where appropriate, is most likely to be readily accommodated. Any queries regarding submissions or other editorial matters should, be 
directed to the Editor, Tony Shepherd, at tony.shepherd@sja.org.uk or sent directly to him care of Priory Affairs Department, St John’s 
Gate, St John’s Lane, London EC1M 4DA marked ‘Priory News’. Any opinions expressed in Priory News are purely those of the editorial 
team or individual contributors and are not to be taken as indicative of those of The Priory, the Order, or Its Officers. Whilst every effort is 
made to verify details before publication this is not always possible and we ask your forbearance.

Ypres Annual Visit
In 2006 somebody asked how 
many St John Ambulance 
members were remembered 
on the Menin Gate Memorial 
in Ypres, Belgium, and a 
research project began which 
led to an annual Ypres trip 
made by members from 
Hertfordshire. 

It was discovered that over 1,100 St John 
Ambulance members lost their lives. 17 are 
remembered on the Menin Gate Memorial, 
while 29 are remembered or buried in the 
Tyne Cot Cemetery at St Julians. 

For the last 10 years, Brian WingateChair 

of the Hertfordshire County Priory Group , 
has led an annual party to participate in the 
Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate to 
lay wreaths on behalf of St John Ambulance 
and the Order of St John to remember our 
fallen. 

The Last Post, which is the traditional final 

salute to the fallen, is played by buglers 
in honour of the memory of soldiers from 
the former British Empire and its allies who 
died in the Ypres Salient during the First 
World War. Brian said: ‘It is a great honour to 
participate in the ceremony and next year 
we will be attending on 17 June, staying 
overnight in Ypres and returning home on 
18 June.’ 

An itinerary of places of interest is 
provided and the group often request visits 
to particular cemeteries if they are looking 
for a relative, carrying out research or are 
just interested in the area. 

Travel and accommodation are self-
funded with anyone welcome to join the 
trip. For more information please contact 
Brian directly at brian.wingate@sja.org.uk •

Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres, Belgium.

The Priory of England and the Islands, St John’s Gate, St John’s Lane, London EC1M 4DA. Charity number 1077265.


